
Approval of the attached resolution will authorize the Fiscal Year 2015-16 levy of the voter-approved 
Consolidated Fire Protection District’s (Fire District’s) special tax generating an estimated $79 million 
for fire protection and emergency medical services throughout the Fire District.  The rates would 
remain the same as the 2014-15 levy.

SUBJECT

August 11, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

REQUEST APPROVAL OF TAX RATE LEVY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR  2015-16
VOTER-APPROVED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT SPECIAL TAX

(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT:

1. Adopt the attached resolution setting the Fiscal Year 2015-16 tax rate for the Consolidated Fire 
Protection District of Los Angeles County voter-approved special tax at the same rates as the 2014-
15 special tax levy.
 
2. Instruct the Fire Chief and the Auditor-Controller to take all actions necessary to implement the 
special tax levy at the rates specified in the attached resolution for Fiscal Year 2015 16.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended special tax rates for Fiscal Year 2015-16 will generate approximately 
$79 million in special tax revenue necessary for the provision of fire protection and emergency 
medical services.  The recommended rates are the same rates as those levied in Fiscal Year 2014-
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15.  The rate for a single family home would remain $64.78, with various rates for other property use 
types, as specified in the attached resolution.

Special tax revenue is an essential component in funding fire protection and emergency medical 
services.  Of the Fire District’s $1.06 billion Final Adopted Budget for 2014-15, the special tax funded 
7% of the Fire District’s overall expenditures.

The District continues our commitment to manage our budget prudently with sensible business 
practices in providing essential fire prevention and emergency services.  Increases in property tax 
revenues in recent years have helped fund the rising budgetary needs of the District.   We are 
projecting a 6% increase in property tax revenue in Fiscal Year 2015-16, which will help fund the 
increase in the District’s normal operating expenses.  

Critical infrastructure needs continue to be a concern for the District.  A two-year, multiphase needs 
assessment is underway of District facilities.  As assessments are completed, a plan will be 
developed to fund the extraordinary liabilities identified.  The plan may include increases in the 
special tax in future years.  When completed, the District will report to your Board on the findings and 
recommendations for your Board’s future consideration. 

Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee

The Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee (ICOC) met on June 18, 2015, and made the 
required annual finding that the Fire District is using the special tax funds only for providing fire 
protection and emergency medical services.  Their report is attached.  

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
This action is consistent with the Strategic Plan Goal of Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal 
Sustainability (Goal 1), as the special tax provides revenue essential for maintaining fire protection 
and emergency medical services.  It also satisfies the Strategic Plan Goal of Community Support 
and Responsiveness (Goal 2), as approving this action will provide funding for continuous, quality 
fire protection and emergency medical services throughout the Fire District.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The District’s adopted Fiscal Year 2015-16 Budget reflects $79 million in special tax revenue, which 
is the estimated revenue of the special tax when levied at the existing Fiscal Year 2014-15 rates. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

California Health and Safety Code Section 13911 and California Government Code Section 50075 et 
seq. authorize the levying of the special tax.  Your Board may levy the rate at any amount up to the 
maximum rates as indicated on Exhibit I of the attached resolution.  Approval of the resolution will 
levy the special tax at a rate of $64.78 per single family home, with rates for other property use types 
as specified in the resolution.

County Counsel has approved the resolution as to form.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Levying the special tax rate at $64.78 per single family home, with rates for other property use types 
as specified in the resolution, will generate essential funding to continue providing fire protection and 
emergency medical services to the residents of Los Angeles County protected by the Fire District.

CONCLUSION

Upon adoption by your Honorable Board, please instruct the Acting Executive Officer, Clerk of the 
Board to return two (2) copies of the Minute Order and/or this approved letter and resolution, as 
applicable, to this office.

DARYL L. OSBY

FIRE CHIEF, FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

Enclosures

c: Interim Chief Executive Officer
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller

Respectfully submitted,

DLO:kc
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