


By_David_Montero

His! s1ster didnt
™ anymore, hlS

Tﬁes_ ay When he recalled

the gang ties, the jail time
and the hopelessness. He '

= stood up — sober: since »
- 2010 — and thanked Los"
i Angeles County Dep
~ment of Children and?
.. ily Services officials who |
- helped him start toget hls o
" life back.

And his chlldren back
Ramirez, 49, of Los An-
geles, joined thres other -

L, - parents honored at the .

" Los:Angeles County Board B Nt
of Supervisors meeting as.: {. .
DCFS officials marked the

- fifth annual celebratmn

on ‘Heroes. Each’ parent

- who had been chosen from
" aboard member’s dlstrlct

received a scroll a.nd a pic-
ture with a board member.

. "Fesia Davenport, DCFS -
.' chlef deputy director, said+
Testoring familiesis alarge

part of the department sj':'

. mission.
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Angela Dozal is honored at a Famlly Reunification Heroes aver

“In addition to honormg our

heroes, we are the onesinthe

publicand the community that

 understand more often thannot,

~we have ahappy nding ... to .

be celebrated rath x than to he
‘criticized." -

— Fesia Davenport, DCFS chief deputy di'rector

DAvID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAF'HER’
t for her work to reclafm her kldS




WED ‘%—/o—/cf gt

Famlltes’_

FROMPAGE 1

“These are the types
of -success. stories we
see every day,” Daven-
port said. “In addition to
honoring our heroes, we

~are the.ones in the pub- o
e and the: commumty_'

that understand more of-

ten than not; we:-have a

happy ending =. to. be cel-

- ebraied rather. than to be -

er,ltlerzed” .
Criticism. has hewed

closely to DCES recently

Last month, a lawsuit was
filed in Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court by a‘nonp. ﬁt

In response to an 8-year

" ¢ld Palmdale boyls 2013:
death, the Board of Super-::
) -inra hespitat bed when she.
. Ribbon Commission and -
revealed findings in April:

" visorsestablished .a Blue

thiat included a charac-
terization that “a state of
emergency exists™in the
county’s. chﬂd—protectlon
system. Iis sweeping re-
forms ‘were adopted in
. June. And DCFS spokes-
man: Neﬂ Zanville said the
agency ls contmumg to re-
view a case of 2 2-year-old

.'in Signal Hill who died

" last month while’ under
the watch of DCFS..

The agency, Zanville

acknowledged has had
a perception as a group
* that breaks up families. In
July, 17,800 children were
out of homes due to deter-
minations made by case-
. workers that a child was
in danger .

~ But the honors Tues-
* day, Zanville said, were to
show the other s1de of the
BCES mission. Over the
course of 10 years from

‘2004 to 2013, 59,741 chil- -

dren were reanified with
families, an average of
about 6,000 per vear.

Superior Court Judge

Michael Nash, who has
been serving.on the bench
.in juvenile court since
1990, sald the reunifica-

tions are the work of par-

ents who choose to change
their lives, caseworkers
who enable the changes
and public and private
entities who fight to bring
the families together.

“They say it takes a vil-
lage,: and it does ” Nash
said.;

Angela Dozal agreed

‘thanking -social . work- "
‘ers..and’ reunification.
guide Amber Choate, who'

helped:her. through the
five-month. period when
her children’ had been re-'
moved from her care.:

. The 47-year-old froni'
Redonde Beach said that

happened on Nov. 8, 2013,

surgeries. : '
She’ sa.ld she was lymg

got a text message from

her teenage son, Dakota,

that read “They re ta.k-
ing us.” s

I startled her so much,
it almost: negated the ef—
fect of the drugs she’d in-
gested. ER

Dakota, told her later

that two:law enforce-’

ment officers and a DCFS

case worker knocked on’

the door and when he
answered it, he was con-
fnsed by their presence.
Buit teenage stubbornness
was no match for power
of the county. Jesse,

his 13-year-old brother,

couldn’t stop crying.
Their sister wondered if
the separation would be
permanent.

.. Dozal said she spent the
next five months working
to cut down her reliance on
the painkillers. On March
24, DCES reunited her with
her kids."~ -

“I have three amaz-
ing children who really
held their own, espe-

cially when I was out of

their home,” she saidin a

small ceremony prier to.
“the board meeting hon-

ors. “It’s hard to accept
this because T stlll feel

,MM«W i gg::.

to.speak;’
»_terpreter accompany her

"':'?-'sé' she Simply off_ered
~thanks'and went back to

I should never have had |
them taken in the first
place. That is my bad.” .
She stood in the room
Tunesday and sta.rted to
choke up. .. ‘
“T'm. still learmng to-

forgive myself” shé said.

When: she  finished

_speakmg, Tashasha Rich-..
- mond Wa.ved her hands in |

the air=: a.pplause insign

language. The 29-year-old |
mother of four.from Gar-'|

dena is hearmg»lmpalred E
and whe

she had an-in-

to the front of the small:
room. At the end of the
tabie, Jalisha; 9, said ex-

when she was put in the i

her seat, but not before: |
Jalisha intercepted’ her
and hagged her. ;4. :

. Alex Iglesias, director of F
the nonprofit Los Angeles |
Dependency Lawyers, said |

Tuesday that people mlght. =
be skeptical about honer-

ing parents for domg what |-

they should have been do- |

ing in the firstplace. """ |
“Not all of us were Iucky 1

enough to beborn intoa

family with one goodpar-
ent — much less two that |
were good role models,” he" |
said. “Some had the unfor-:
tunate circumstance to be
born into families where
there was domestic vio-
lence, where there was al-
cohehsm where there was
child abuse.”

He paused.

“I hope the parents take
what they've learned and
keep it in their heart,” he
said.

Ramirez did. After the
ceremony, his voice quiv-
ered as he noted that his
5-year-old was student of
the month at his school |
and that his 7-yvear- -old
was student of the month |
twice last year.

As he stood in the halls
outside the board room,

‘he pensively looked ahead.

No shame, Just pr]de

was her turn .|




?umﬁg famlhes
back together

TFashasha Rlchmond above center with

her children, from left, Jaliegha,
Tyeesha, Tionna and Tristan attend a

tribute Tuesday at the Hall of Adminis~

‘tration marking Family Reunification
Week, which honors parents who'ever-
come prison, addiction and other hard-

ships to be reunited with their children. - ..

At right, Angel Dozal, center, poses
with children, from left, Jesse, Dakota
and Cheyanne after being reumted
with them. :

Thatarranhe hy AT, SEIR T.ns Aneeles Times



The home was undcr
supervision by child

“welfare-agency, which
calls dcath hom1c1dc.

By C_T_A_B_.RETT T_HERQLF

- Los Angeles County shet-
#ff’s homicide detectives are
mvastlgatmg the death of &
2-year-0ld Signal” ‘Ml boy
 who was under the protec-
tive supervision of county
social workers whenhe died.

Josue-Rey Maldonado
was pranounced dead Aug.
* 10 after beingtakento aLong
Beach hospital A county
Department of Children and
Family Services report re-
viewed by The Times says
the“apparent? mode ofdeath
is homicide” and notes
bruising was observed on
" the boy’s body. But sheriff’s
_ detectives said an official
cause of death would be de-
termined after a corober’s
“investigation.
; Josue-Rey's death came
| after child welfare workers
| decided to leave the boy in
the custody of his mother as
she réceived court-ordered
- services to itnprove her par-
entmg ‘gkills, along with
regylar visits from social
workers, aceording to the
| report.
' Last year, social workers

investigated a complaint.

that Josue-Rey had been

‘gbandoned, that the father .

had used methamphet-
amine and that theboy had

[See Child, AA4]

0

3 children taken fro

77

-[Child, from AA:[] )

‘heen present during a do-
mestic violence incident in-
volving. a gun, the report
-gaid. The inguiry found sub-
stantial evidence of neglect
by both parents, accurdmg
tothe report .

A _court lai;er vahdated
the general neglect finding,
‘which requires a preponder-
ance of evidence, and or-

. dered. spemal ‘support serv-

ces ferthefamﬂy aceording
to an official fanuhar with

-the case.

Another official familiar

: withthe case, whorequested

ancnymity because the mat-

ter is considered confiden- -
‘tial, said the father was no
longer living with the boy

and his mother af the time

_of Josue-Rey’s death. The
" DCFS report: said that the

i :boy was in the care of his

. mother, Jessica Cereceres,

s and her boyfriend, Samuel

_“ther responded to requests,

Aguilar, when he died. Nei-

for comment.
‘According to witness. e

Josue-Rey was seen the

. mght before his death with

facial bruises. He had vomit-
edand wasnot alert, but-was
not taken formedical tréat-

!~ Hlalwitnesses.
. count_s in the DCFPSreport, -

LA —Times

ment, the report said.

Farly the next day, hewas
taken to the hospital with
signs of physical abuse, the
report said. Doctors pro- -
nounced him dead after re-
suscitation efforts failed, the
report said.

Other children in the
home — ages 1, 3 and 5 —
were. taken into protective
custody, and the 1-year-old
was treated at the hogpital
for bruising and liver prob- .
tems, the report said.

Neighbors told The
Times that police had visit-
ed the home on Lewis Ave-
nué on more thah one ocea-
sion inthe daysleadingup to

- the death.

However, Signal Hill Po-
lice Chief Michael Langston
said he had found no record
of visits or complaints re-
garding the family. _

No charges have been -
filed in the case. Sheriff’s de-
tectives say they are con-
tinuing to interview rela-
tives, neighbors and potenl ’

- Dazens of c}:uldren have
died of abuse-or neglect in’

“recert years® after being -

brought: te the attention of
the county’s. child welfare
agency. After the beatmg

Qme after boy d1es

G-ttty

death of B—year -old Grabnel
Fernandez of Paimdale; the
countyBoardofSuperwsors
established  a blue-ribbon
commission, ~ which has
called for sweeping changes
tothe gystem. ‘
- Giabriel was found with |
his skull eracked, three ribs
‘broken, and skin thal was
bruised and burned. BB pel-
lets were embedded in his -
lung and groin,. ang ‘two
teeth were knocked out.

The Times Yeperted last
year that_ social workers had
investigated six reports of
apuse in his case but allowed
the Palmdale boy to stay
with his birth mother and
her boyfriend. Sheriff’s dep-
uties separately investigat-
ed at least four reports of

_mistreatment but did not.

remove the boy or report the
complaints to county wel-
fare workers. The mother

‘and boyfriend are facing
‘murder chargesinthe case.

The majority of reform. -
recommendations present—

" ed by the blue-ribbon eom-
’mission-on child welfare are
still pending before the -

county’s elected board.

- garrett.therolf :

@latimes.coin
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HOUSANDS OoF CALIF‘ORNIA

dren who have suffered abuse or
abandonment are sent to live
with strangers in foster homes,

are extended family members ready and
willing to take them £ i

" So why do'we keep dalng 1t'-’ Because s0

many of those'relative§; vetired or with their -
budgets maxed out Tailsing their own kids,

need & bit of financial Assistance to be able
totake in thex.r nieces and nephews siblings

] 8 and

only a tiny fractmn of i:he ﬁmdmg that non-
related foster parents g‘et;‘ Worse yet, thereis
a shortage of foster parents,
often end up being seny group homes,
) which are the most expenswe option and
produce the least deswable outcomes. Gov-

" ernment foelishly requires itself to pay more

to get worse results. .

- Family members takmg responmhmty
-for relatives in the foster eare system are ex-
pected to use money available under Cal-
WORKS. But those poverty-level funds rep-

;. regsent a smafl fraction of what other foster

. they?

.or grandchildren — ‘and because under a

e they can get:

foster care fix
ﬁ/ | Mg

families get to ensure children are ad-
equately fed and clothed. :
This year’s California budget goes along
way toward fixing the problem. If provides -
money that counties can use o bring finan-
cial aid for many eligible relative caregivers
up to the same level they would recejve if
they were non-relative foster parents. A]l
the counties have to do is opt in by
be in line for 2015 flmdmg Why.

A few counties may be sk1'_ Ise.
they know that if they opt in; a]l_'
the way: They must pay all relative care-

‘givers who take in children even after he

state funding runs out. It stands to_ on,

that they'd want to know how many farm]:es _

will seek {he fundmg o
But counties always have the option to

* change their minds and opt out, even mid-:

year. Besides, L.os Angeles County, Wthh
has the largest number of children who need'
places to go after abuse or negkect ‘and the.
largest number of relative caregivers ready g
to step up if only they had some assistance,
has a federal waiverthat gives it even more
flexibility than other counties have to aflo-
cate money for just such s purpose. Yet Los |
Angeles County has yet to act. :
The clock is ticking. The county has just
over three weeks Ieft to act or lose by far the
Iargest chunk of the state’s $30-million fund
for relative care for a year. It's time to opt in,



conditions that may include holding down,
Job, attending class or compieting a dfugre-
_hab program.

ting. into “troublé “agdin. Unfo

ighs ogainst the offender in th

- Many people convicted of

are sentenced directly to probation, espe

clallyin counties such as10s Angeles, where
jails are crowded and cells are generallyheld
 for the most serious criminals, For the of
fenders, that means they don’t have to lose -
- their jobs or school placements while in jail..

- But they still end up with eritninal records
that could: hinder their :ful reintegration
inte society as law-abiding members,

- Some states have Tecognized that they

can do even better by putting probation on-

the front end. The defendant pleads guilty

and complies with ‘various conditions, in-.
cluding monetary restitution, and the fudge
can opt not to enter the plea or convietion.

The idea is to enstre that the .

criminal record, even for. a_misdeémeanor,

Airst misdemearior offenses, subject to
 Testitution and other conditions. Judges fike -
.4ion ‘to ‘determine whether: the defendant ~

“tence rests with the judge == as it should,

little smarter and more forward-looking,

out entering it and to defer sentencing for ;
' offenses, subject to full. |

It and prosecutors don't, because the discre. . |

should: have .the opportunity to make
amends before, rather than after, the son-

The governor should sign the bill and set
in motion one more very :Small. effort to
make California’s ériminal Justice system a




