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TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparation

FROM: PATRICK A. WU ~~~~
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Gillian Baker, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 11-0550

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and two Summary Corrective Action Plans to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the two Summary Corrective Action Plans be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Gillian Baker, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al., United
States District Court Case No. CV 11-0550, in the amount of $250,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from both the Department of Children and Family Services' budget and the
Sheriff s Department's budget.

This lawsuit alleges that the Department of Children and Family Services
wrongfully detained two minors, and alleges excessive force was used by a
Sheriffs Deputy during an arrest at juvenile court.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF L{TIGATION

CASE NAME Gillian Baker, et al. v. Gounty of
Los Angeles, e# aL

CASE NUMBER CV 1'[-0550

COURT United States District Caurt

DATE FILED 07/06/2411

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Children and
Family Services

Sheriff s Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 250,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Robert R. PoweCt
Law Offices of Robert R. Powell

COUNTY COUNSEL ATl"ORNEY Lauren M. Back
Principal Deputy County Counsel
Social Services Division

Avi Burkwitz
Peterson Bradford Burkwitz

NATURE OF SASE Wrongful detention of minors

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 230,787

PAfD COSTS, TO DATE $ 38,738

HOA.1040411.I



~se Name: Gillian Baker and Shane Buono v. County of Los Ange{es`W~

Summary Corrective Action Plan
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The intent of this €orm is to assist departments in writing a corrective ac#ion plan summary for attachment
to the settlement documents developed far the Board of Supervisors andlor the County of Los Angeiss
Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the claims/lawsuits' identified root causes
and correc#ivs actions (stafus, time frame, and responsible party). This summary does not replace the
Corrective Action Plan form. {f there is a question related to confidentiality, pease consult
County Counsel.

Date of incidenUevent:
July 15, 2Q10

Briefly provide a description
of the incidenvevent: The plaintiffs alleged that the Department of Children and

Family Services (DCFS) conducted an unlawful removal and
detention of their children.

Briefly describe the rout cause(sl of the claim/[awsuit:

The plaintiffs alleged that the Department of Children ar~d Family Services (DCFS)
conducted an uniawfu( removal and detention of Their children.

2. Brie#fy describe recommended corrective actions:
(Include each corrective action, due date, rasponsibie party, and any dise9plinary actions if appropriate)

The Department had relevant policies and procedures in effect a# the time of the
incident and the Department is continuing #a update its protoca(s regarding consent.

3. Are the corrective actions addressing department-wide system issues?
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County of Las Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Pian

X Yes —The corrective actions address department-wide sysFem issues.

D No —The corrective actions are only applicable to the affected parties.

N8t178: (Risk Management Coordinator)

Anna D. Ho{zneri _ ~.
:Sign tore: ~

.~ t:

I~I8R18: (Department Hea3)

PHlLlP L. BROWNING
`. Signature ~ ~

Date'1 ~ 1~~~ ~

Date ~ / ~:~ ,~- ,~

Chief Executive Office Risk Management Inspector General USE ONLY

€ Are the corrective actions applicable to other departments within fhe County?

t

1

~ ❑ Yes, fhe correcfsve actions potentially have County-wide applicabUify

O Ha, the corrective actions are applicable only to this department.

' NOFne: (disk Management Uspector Generate

,Sigt~\ature~ :~ ~ bake:

_ _ ~ ~~~- E
~~
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Case Name: Gillian Baker v. County of Lo$ Anoeles

Summary Correc#ive Action Pian

The intent of dais form is to assisE departments in writing a correct
ive action plan summary far attachment

to the settlemen# documents devebped for the Board of
 Supervssors andfor the County of Los Angeles

Claims Board. The summary st~ot~k! be a specific overview of
 tote clalmstfawsutts' Eden~ifted root causes

and corrsc~ve ac~ffons (status, time frame, and responsible party)
. This summary does nvt replace the

CoirecEive Action Pian form. If there ~s a questEon related to co~iden~altty, please consul#

County Counsel.

Date of incident/event: Tuesday, July 2Q, 2~i10; un#cnown time:.{aim: F ours)

Briefly provide a description
o€the incidenUevenr

_ --

!cif I~t~ ~tfntV tsf Lis ~c~~t,~t :}~a~ ~_.,
Summary Cyr cfi~e,~~tton Flan Na 2fI~ 3

~fr~ 'f'ue~'f; July ~24, 2~'I`Q, a. -Cis Atsgl ~gU~i~r ci~puty st~~~€:

~ssigr►ed to C3epai~itt~rtf ~?I':~x Etlal~xia(rt Ghitdr~tt',s G9u~k 241 Centre
Rlaza Drive,: Monterey Par3~ ̀wasp c~~~itcting a revie!lu ~s~ 

the daily ~uurt

f~t~dar when h~ vu~s appr~aGYred 5y lvuo detecfives fronn 
tha L

~±t~~eles Pc~tce De~artriter~~ The detectiYes suers armed with ari'e~t

~tairrrants for both the pfalntfif and her c~m~anio~. (Tfie plair~~f
f and her

~ar~ipanion were scheduled to be in that court that=morning si
nce they

wera patties {n a case under` the ~urisd~cfie~n, o~ tl~e Lis An~eleg 
Count

~~rC~tet'~_saf G#liidi'~r~ ~ttd: Fatmi[~c S~rvic~.j Ths def~
cttu~s ~equed

. ~t8f~ ~pf the 't 2uty sheri#fi i~ ►d~t~t~f~tic~g. #use piairstilif ~ttc

companion when they arrived.

the cl ay si~~r~€E r teed the ~irrr indiv,dual~ :tf~s~ru~t# qty -#~8

d~f iv~s and g~~n~ their cooperation. They were eSC~tC~~1 ~~f~

~tlja~~r~t room whe►~ th~;y wens .;ar~sfeal: and ilatld~ ~- aait~r~ut,.

ir~+~tdet]t t~Y''~e ~iai~ng ;def~~tiy~"s; "Fhe ~et~ves 'e~~
orEed ~ffe P~?infE1~` I

~n~ -her .i~rpsr~ii~i+ to- =a v~tt~ g:.pQ~ tl~par€~~nt a cte a~i# ;

transported-away from the location. "

No physical force was used by the police detectives or 
file deputy .

St1@ii~

1, Briefly describe the- rat cae~se[s? of tt~e claimliawsui#:

irr her lawsuit, the piairrtEff alleged she was subjected to exc
essive force by members of the Los

AngeEes Counfy SheriEPs De}~artment.

7fiis section 9t~terrtiona6ty left bionic.

_... _
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Correcfive Action Ptan

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective motions:
(tndude each c~recUve action, d~ defs, resPonaib~e party, end any dtsdpllt~euy actions ff app

ropriate}

The Los Angeles County Sheriffs D~artrnent had relevant policies and procedures/protocols ~ erect

at the tlme of the incident

The Los Angeles County SherlfPs Department's training curriculum addresses tine circumstances which'

occurred in the ine~dent

This incident was reviewed by representatives front the Los Angus Cour:#y Sheriffs Depat~ttn~nt's

Court Services East Bureau. tdo errtptoyee miscondact is suspected, and nv evidence substantiating

the plaintiff's aliegat~n(s) was discovered. No systemic issues were identified. Consequently, no

personnel-related administrative action was taken, and no other corrective action measures are

recommended nar contemphated.

3, Are the aoRective actions addressing department wide system issues?

This section intentionalty left blank.

,. _.
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County of Lcs Angeles
Summary Corrective Nction P{an
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