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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
The Honorable Board of Supervisors COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
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383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 44 AUGUST 13, 2013
Los Angeles, California 90012 L /-
SACHI A HAMAI
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE LETTER OF AGREEMENT FOR THE 2013 DOMESTIC
CANNABIS ERADICATION SUPPRESSION PROGRAM
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (Department) is seeking the Board’s approval of
Agreement Number 2013-27 (Agreement) with the United States Department of Justice, Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) for participation in the 2013 Domestic Cannabis Eradication
Suppression Program (DCESP).

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Delegate authority to the Sheriff to execute the attached Agreement with the DEA, for the period
from January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013, for participation in the DCESP. Department
costs associated with DCESP shall be reimbursed by the DEA in the amount of $345,000.

2. Delegate authority to the Sheriff to execute the attached (1) Assurances;

(2) Certifications Regarding Lobbying, Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters,
and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements; (3) Electronic Funds Transfer Memorandum; and (4)
Request for Advance or Reimbursement.

3. Delegate authority to the Sheriff to execute all amendments and modifications to the Agreement,
as necessary, for the effective operation of DCESP.
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4. Delegate authority to the Sheriff, as an agent for the County of Los Angeles (County), to submit an
Operational Plan, as required by the DEA, for DCESP funding in future fiscal years (FY).

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Marijuana is the only major drug of abuse grown within our borders. The DEA is aggressively
striving to halt the spread of cannabis cultivation in the United States. To accomplish this, the DEA
continues to support and partner with the Department and other law enforcement agencies under the
DCESP, which is the only nationwide law enforcement program that exclusively targets drug
trafficking organizations involved in cannabis cultivation.

There is evidence that trafficking in marijuana (cannabis) has a substantial and detrimental effect on
the health and general welfare of the people of the State of California and the County. Under the
Agreement, the Department will work cooperatively with the DEA to locate and eradicate cannabis
plants and to investigate and prosecute those cases before the courts of the United States and the
State of California.

The Department's participation in DCESP involves law enforcement efforts provided by the
Department's Narcotics Bureau and its Marijuana Eradication Team. Their primary goal is to
investigate, arrest, and prosecute those persons who are engaged in the use of public lands and/or
private residences for the commercial growing and distribution of marijuana, not merely the
eradication of plants. To further this end, the Department utilizes air and ground reconnaissance,
based on intelligence information, to locate the sites of marijuana cultivation. Their continuing goal is
to identify other possible organized crime cells operating in the County as well as those that may be
tied to larger criminal network operations on a larger scale.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This Agreement relates to the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 3, Integrated Service Delivery. This
Agreement leverages resources from the Department and the DEA to enhance public safety
services. This Agreement will provide revenue reimbursement to the Department for services
rendered.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The DEA will pay Federal funds in the amount of $345,000 to defray the Department's costs
associated with the eradication and suppression of cannabis. Funding from the DEA has been
included in the Department's budget for FY 2012-13. The Department's costs associated with
participation in DCESP will be reimbursed by the DEA, including $217,499 for overtime, $124,943 for
aircraft operating expenses, and $2,558 for training. The $345,000 in funding will be provided to the
County in the form of an advance payment.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The term of the Agreement is from January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013. Either party may
terminate the Agreement by giving not less than 30 days advance written notice to the other party.
Pursuant to the Agreement, the Department shall perform the following activities and duties:
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1. Gather and report intelligence data relating to cultivation, possession, and distribution of
cannabis.

2. Investigate and report instances involving the trafficking in controlled substances.

3. Provide Department law enforcement personnel for the eradication of cannabis within the State
of California.

4. Make arrests and refer to the appropriate prosecutorial authority cases for prosecution under
controlled substances laws and other criminal laws.

5. Send required samples of eradicated cannabis to the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
Potency Monitoring Project.

6. Utilize the web-based internet database to report all statistics and seizures per incident.
7.  Submit quarterly expenditure reports.

The Federal funds provided under the Agreement shall only be used for the eradication of cannabis.
The Federal funds are primarily intended for payment of deputy overtime while that deputy is directly
engaged in the cannabis eradication process and for other direct costs related to actual conduct of
cannabis eradication, such as aircraft operating costs. The DEA agrees to reimburse the County for
personnel costs at the overtime hourly rates and the aircraft operating expenses at the hourly rates
established by the County Auditor-Controller.

The County shall be responsible for the acts and omissions of the Department’s personnel, and the
Department's personnel shall not be considered as the agent of any other DCESP patrticipating
entity. Nothing in the Agreement is intended to waive or limit the DEA's sovereign immunity under
other Federal or State statutory or constitutional authority. The Agreement creates no liability on the
part of the DEA, its agents or employees, or the United States Government for any claims, demands,
suits, liabilities, or causes of action of whatever kind and designation, and wherever located in the
State of California resulting from the DCESP funded by the DEA.

Board approval is required for this Agreement as the amount of the Agreement exceeds the authority
previously delegated by the Board to the Sheriff on May 16, 2000.

County Counsel has approved the attached Agreement as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

None. The Department will provide the personnel and resources required for participation in DCESP
on an overtime basis.
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CONCLUSION

Upon Board approval, it is requested that the Clerk of the Board return one original adopted Board
letter to the Department’s Contract Law Enforcement Bureau.

Sincerely,

Nﬁ@m

LERQOY D. BACA
Sheriff

LDB:RTM:PR:pr
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OMB APPROVAL NO. 1121-0140

A

L

It possesses legal authority to apply for the grant; that a resolution, motion or10.

similaraction has been duly adopted or passed as an official act of the applicant's
governing body. authorizing the filing of the application, including all
understandings and assurances containedtherein, and directing and authorizing
the person identified as the official representative of the applicant to act in
connection with the application and toprovide such additional information may
be required.

It will comply with requirements of the provisions of the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which
provides for fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced as a result of
Federal and federally - assisted programs.

It will comply with provisions of Federal law which limit certain political
activities of employees of a State or local unit of government whose principal
employment is in connection with an activity financed in whole or in part by
Federal grants. (3 USC 1301, et seq.)

It will comply with the minimum wage and maximum hours provisions of the
Federal Fair Labor Standards Act if applicable.

It will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from using their positions for a
purpose that is or gives the appearance of being motivated by a desire for private
gain for themselves or others. particularly those with whom they have family.
business, or other ties.

It will give the sponsoring agency or the Comptroller General, through any
authorized representative, access toand the right to examine all records, books,

papers. or documents related to the grant,

It will comply with all requirements imposed by the Federal sponsoring agency

concerning special requirements of law. program requirements, and other 3.

administrative requirements.

It will insure that the facilities under its ownership. lease or supervision which
shall be utilized in the accomplishment of the project are not listed on the
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)list of Violating Facilities and that it
will notify the Federal grantor agency of the receipt of any communication from
the Director of the EPA Office of Federal Activities indicating that a facility to be
used in the project is under consideration for listing by the EPA.

It will comply with the flood insurance purchase requirements of Section 102(a)

of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, Public Law 93-234, 87 Stat. 975.14.

approved December 31, 1976, Section 102(a) requires, on and after March 2,
1975, the purchase of flood insurance in communities where such insurance is
available as a condition for the receipt of any Federal linancial assistance for
construction or acquisition purposes for usein any area that has been identified
by the Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development as an

area having special flood hazards. The phrase "Federal financial assistance” 13

includes any form of loan, grant. guaranty. insurancepayment, rebate, subsidy.
disaster assistance loan or grant. or any other form of direct or indirect Federal
assistance.

ASSURANCES

The Applicant hereby assures and certifies compliance with all Federal statutes. regulations. policies. guidelines and requirements, including OMB
Circulars No. A-21. A-87. A-110. A-122, A-133: E.O. 12372 and Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements -
28 CFR, Part 66. Common rule, that govern the application, acceptance and use of Federal funds for this federally-assisted project. Also the
Applicant assures and certifies that:
1.

It will assist the Federal grantor agency in its compliance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (16 USC 470),
Executive Order 11393, and the Archeological and Historical Preservation Act
of 1966 (16 USC 369 a-1 et seq.) by (a) consulting with the State Historic
Preservation Officer an the conduct of investigations. as necessary. to identify
properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places that are subject to adverse effects (see 36 CFR Part 800.8) by the
activity, and notifying the Federal grantor agency of the existence of any such
properties. and by (b) complying with all requirements established by the
Federal grantor agency to avoid or mitigate adverse effects upon such
properties.

It will comply. and assure the compliance of all its subgrantees and
contractors, with the applicable provisions of Title 1 of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended, the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act, or the Victims of Crime Act, as appropriate: the
provisions of the current edition of the Office of Justice Programs Financial
and Administrative Guide for Grants, M7100.1; and all other applicable
Federal laws, orders, circulars, or regulations.

It will comply with the provisions of 28 CFR applicable to grants and
cooperative agreements including Part 18, Administrative Review Procedure:
Part 20_ Criminal Justice Information Systems; Part 22. Confidentiality of
Identifiable Research and Statistical Information; Part 23, Criminal
Intelligence Systems Operating Policies: Part 30, Intergove-rnmental Review
of Department of Justice Programs and Activities: Part 42,
Nondiscrimination/Equal Employment Opportunity Policies and Procedures,
Part 61 Procedures for Implementing the National Environmental Policy Act.
Part 63. Floodplain Management and Wetland Protection Procedures: and
Federal laws or regulations applicable to Federal Assistance Programs.

It will comply, and all its contractors will comply. with the nondiscri-mination
requirements of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as
amended. 42 USC 3789(d), or Victims of Crime Act

(as appropriate): Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended:
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended: Subtitle A, Title 11
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (1990): Title IX

of the Education Amendments of 1972: the Age Discrimination Act of 1975
Department of Justice Non-Discrimination Regulations. 28 CFR Part 42,
Subparts C. D, E. and G: and Department of Justice regulations on disability
discrimination, 28 CFR Part 35 and Part 39.

In the event a Federal or State court or Federal or State administrative agency
makes a finding of diserimmation after a due process hearing on the grounds of
race. color, religion. national origin, sex, or disability against a recipient of
funds. the recipient will forward a copy of the finding to the Office for Civil
Rights. Office of Justice Programs.

It will provide an Equal Employment Opportunity Program if required to
maintain one, where the application is for $300,000 or more.

It will comply with the provisions of the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (P.L.
97-348) dated October 19, 1982 (16 USC 3501 et seq.) which prohibits the
expenditure of most new Federal funds within the units of the Coastal Barrier
Resources System.

Signature

l, Ly

Date





















