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_ SACHI A. HAMAI
Dear Supervisors: EXECUTIVE OFFICER

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA PROJECT,
CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 69526; AND
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PHASE Il PROJECT, CAPITAL
PROJECT NO. 87107
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION;
APPROVE CAPITAL PROJECTS AND PROJECT BUDGETS;
AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT,
APPROVE APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT; AND
ADOPT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN
THIRD DISTRICT
3 VOTES

SUBJECT

Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration; approve an appropriation adjustment; approve the
proposed El Cariso County Park Universal Play Area and El Cariso County Park General
Improvements Phasell Projects; and award a Design-Build Contract for both Projects.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Consider the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed El Cariso County Park Universal
Play Area, and General Improvements Phase Il Projects together with any comments received

during the public review period; find that the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the independent
judgment and analysis of the Board; adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, finding
that the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program is adequately designed to ensure compliance

with the mitigation measures during Project implementation; find on the basis of the whole record
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before the Board that there is no substantial evidence the proposed Projects will have a significant
effect on the environment; and adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration.

2. Approve the proposed El Cariso County Park Universal Play Area Project, Capital Project No.
69526, with a budget of $1,610,000; and the proposed El Cariso County Park General Improvements
Phase Il Project, Capital Project No. 87107, with a budget of $11,395,000.

3. Approve an appropriation adjustment in the amount of $199,000 to transfer net County cost from
the El Cariso County Park Universal Play Area Project, Capital Project No. 69526 to the El Cariso
County Park General Improvements Phase Il Project, Capital Project No. 87107.

4. Find that Ohno Construction Company is the Responsive and Responsible Bidder that submitted
the most advantageous and best value proposal for design and construction of the proposed El
Cariso County Park Universal Play Area Project, Capital Project No. 69526, and General
Improvements Phase Il Project, Capital Project No. 87107.

5. Award and authorize the Director of Public Works, or her designee, to execute a Design-Build
Contract with Ohno Construction Company for a maximum contract sum of $9,360,482, contingent
upon submission of acceptable Faithful Performance and Payment for Labor and Materials Bonds,
and evidence of required insurance filed by Ohno Construction Company.

6. Adopt the Youth Employment Plan for the proposed Projects as required by the County of Los
Angeles Regional Park and Open Space District's Procedural Guide.

7. Authorize the Department of Public Works to utilize a Job Order Contract to complete various site
improvements in order to expedite the construction and reduce the risk of unforeseen conditions.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), and award the Design-Build Contract for the
proposed El Cariso County Park Universal Play Area (Universal Play Area) and General
Improvements Phase Il (General Improvements Phase Il) Projects.

The proposed Projects are located at El Cariso County Park in the Sylmar area of the City of Los
Angeles. The proposed Universal Play Area Project includes constructing a universally accessible
playground with associated Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant pathway, featuring
various accessible play surfaces, sensory-rich play structures, and independent play apparatus for
children of all abilities.

Phase | of the El Cariso County Park General Improvements Phase | Project was completed in 2007
and consisted of improvements to comply with the ADA, including upgrades to an existing comfort
station, picnic shelters, walkways, and signage.

The proposed General Improvements Phase Il Project will include construction of a full-size
soccer/football field, a smaller soccer field, and two handball courts; construction of a new
concession stand with restrooms to accommodate the new soccer/football patrons and participants;
demolition and replacement of two comfort station and four picnic areas; relocation of one picnic
shelter structure to an existing picnic area; and installation of additional ligting for the basketball
courts. The proposed Project also includes construction of ADA-compliant walkways, additional



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
4/16/2013
Page 3

parking, relocation of various existing utilities, irrigation lines, and related landscaping.

The proposed Projects are budgeted under two separate capital project units to facilitate grant
reimbursements for the Universal Play Area Project, but from a contracting perspective, the Project
scopes of work are combined and will be procured, contracted, and completed under a single
Design-Build Contract to achieve economies of scale.

The Department of Public Works (Public Works) conducted its standard two part selection process
for design-builders. Following completion of a prequalification process and short-listing, three
prequalified firms submitted design-build proposals. Each proposal was scored and ranked by the
Evaluation Committee based on qualifications, technical design, construction expertise, proposed
delivery plan, price, skilled labor force availability, acceptable safety record, and life cycle costs.
Based on the scores, Ohno Construction Company’s proposal was ranked the most advantageous
and best value proposal for the Projects. Public Works negotiated the proposed final Project terms
with Ohno Construction Company and recommends awarding the Design-Build Contract to Ohno
Construction Company with a maximum contract sum of $9,360,482, which includes $933,150 for
Universal Play Area, $8,423,432 for General Improvements, and $3,900 for additive alternate to
construct a pathway in concrete, in lieu of a decomposed granite.

To expedite construction and minimize the risk of unforeseen site conditions, various elements of site
work will be completed by a job order contractor in support of the Design-Builder.

Approval of the Youth Employment Plan, which is required to comply with the County of Los Angeles
Regional Park and Open Space District’s (District) Youth Employment Plan (Policy), will authorize at-
risk youth to place wood chips in the play area and assist with landscaping. The Youth Employment
Plan is included in Attachment B.

Green Building/Sustainable Design Program

The proposed Projects will support the intent of the Board-adopted Green Building/Sustainable
Design Program by incorporating design features that will optimize energy and water use efficiency,
and by using construction materials composed of recycled materials to reduce the demand for new
materials and to divert waste from landfills.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1). The
proposed Projects are an investment in public infrastructure that will enhance recreational
opportunities for County residents.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Universal Play Area Project, Capital Project No. 69526

The total cost of the proposed Universal Play Area Project is estimated at $1,610,000, which
includes plans and specifications, plan check, construction, youth employment, consultant services,
civic art fee, miscellaneous expenditures, and County services.

The proposed Universal Play Area Project is funded with a State Urban Parks and Healthy
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Community Program grant in the amount of $653,000, Third Supervisorial District Proposition A
Excess Funds in the amount of $807,000, and $150,000 net County cost.

Because the Universal Play Area Project is partially funded by a State grant the proposed Projects
are budgeted separately using two discrete capital project units to report expenditures separately,
which will facilitate the reimbursement process.

General Improvements Phase Il Project, Capital Project No. 87107

The total cost of the proposed General Improvements Phase Il Project is estimated at $11,395,000,
which includes plans and specifications, plan check, construction, youth employment, equipment,
consultant services, civic art fee, miscellaneous expenditures, and County services.

The proposed General Improvements Phase Il Project is funded with $10,693,000 in Proposition A
Excess Funds, $405,000 of Third District net County cost allocated to Enhanced Unincorporated
Area Services (Proposition 62 funds), and $199,000 net County cost. An additional $98,000, to fully
fund the Project, will be received through a reimbursement for previous expenditures from the State.

Sufficient appropriation is available in the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Capital Project/Refurbishment Budget
to proceed with the Projects. The Project Schedule and Budget Summaries for the proposed
Projects are included in Attachment A.

Approval of the appropriation adjustment (Attachment D) will authorize the Auditor-Controller to
transfer $199,000 of Third District Capital Improvement net County cost from the Universal Play Area
Project (Capital Project No. 69526) to the General Improvements Phase Il Project (Capital Project
No. 87107) to fully fund the Project.

Operating Budget Impact

Based on the Project description, the Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks and Recreation)
anticipates one-time costs of approximately $21,000 for recreation and maintenance equipment; and
ongoing costs of approximately $83,000 for recreation staff and supplies, maintenance supplies,
landscape maintenance, and utilities. Parks and Recreation will work with the Chief Executive Office
to confirm the appropriate level of funding and request the one-time and ongoing funds in the Parks
and Recreation's Fiscal Year 2013-14 New Facilities request.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On June 17, 2008, the Board approved the use of Design-Build Contracting as an option for
delivering County capital projects in excess of $2,500,000. Public Works selected design-build as
the most appropriate project delivery method to meet the goals and objectives of the proposed
Projects. In addition to potentially expediting the Project completion, the design-build project delivery
method would provide a more collaborative approach that may result in reduced costs and a better
design quality.

On September 14, 2011, Public Works issued the first part of the Request for Proposal (RFP) to
prequalify prospective design-build firms. Following completion of the scoping documents, the
second part of the RFP was issued to evaluate the best value design build firm for the proposed
Projects. The first part of the RFP required prospective design-build firms to submit responses to a
standardized prequalification questionnaire regarding their experience, qualifications, and capacity to
perform the work for the Project.
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The RFP for the proposed Projects specified that only the highest-scoring, prequalified proposers
identified by the Evaluation Committee would be invited to participate in the second part of the RFP
for submission of technical and cost proposals for the proposed Projects. After the receipt of
technical and cost proposals, each proposal was scored and ranked by the Evaluation Committee
based on the requirements identified in the RFP, which include qualifications, technical design,
construction expertise, proposed delivery plan, price, skilled labor force availability, acceptable safety
record, and life cycle costs. Ohno Construction Company submitted the most advantageous and
best value proposal for design and construction of the proposed Projects. Public Works negotiated
the final proposed Project terms with the identified best value proposer in accordance with the
enabling legislation.

On June 26, 1997, the Board acting as the governing body of the District adopted a Policy for
projects funded by Proposition A. The District requires that a Youth Employment Plan for each
Proposition A funded project be adopted by the governing body of the grantee at a duly noticed
public meeting. Approval of the Youth Employment Plan for the proposed Projects will comply with
the District's Policy.

Pursuant to the Board's Civic Art Policy adopted on December 4, 2004, as revised on December 15,

2009, the Project budget includes 1 percent of design and construction costs to be allocated to the
Civic Art Fund.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

An Initial Study for the proposed Projects was prepared in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act. The Initial Study identified potentially significant effects of the Projects in
the areas of biological resources, cultural resources, hazards and hazardous materials, and noise.
However, prior to the release of the proposed MND for public review, revisions in the proposed
Projects were made or agreed to (identified in Attachment C), which would avoid these impacts or
mitigate impacts to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur as follows:

Biological Resources: Avoid tree removal during the nesting season for migratory birds, if this is not
possible; conduct a nesting bird survey to avoid impact on active nests. Avoid tree removal during
the maternity roosting season for bats; if this is not possible, conduct a preconstruction bat survey to
avoid impact on bats.

Cultural Resources: Conduct archaeological and paleontological awareness training to crews before
start of construction. Provide archaeological and paleontological monitoring of excavation at depths
greater than five feet. Implement established protocols in the event of inadvertent discovery of
archaeological materials and paleontological resources. Implement established protocols in the
event of inadvertent discovery of human remains.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials: Implement established protocols to prevent impacts from
asbestos-containing materials during the removal of comfort stations; soil sampling for residual
pesticides; and implement soil remediation and/or worker protection measures in the event residual
chemicals associated with historical agricultural activities are found.

Noise: Operation of vehicles and equipment away from sensitive receptors, equipment noise control,
noise barrier, noise abatement, compliance with noise control ordinance, posting of sign at the site
and responding to noise complaints, and noise monitoring if complaints are received/modification of
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construction activities to reduce noise.

The Initial Study and Project revisions showed that there is no substantial evidence, in light of the
whole record before the County, that the projects as revised may have a significant effect on the
environment. Based on the Initial Study and project revisions, a MND was prepared for the proposed
Projects (Attachment C).

Public Notice was published on and off-site in the area where the proposed Projects are to be
located on November 15, 2012, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.3, and direct
mailing of notices to owners and occupants of contiguous properties was also given pursuant to
Public Resources Code Section 21092.3. Comments were received from two members of the
community and five public agencies. Responses to comments are included in Attachment C of the
MND. Responses were sent to the public agencies pursuant to Section 21092.5 and revisions were
made to the MND.

The location of documents and other materials constituting the record of the proceedings, upon
which the Board's decision is based in this matter is the County of Los Angeles Department of Public
Works, Project Management Division I, 900 South Fremont Avenue, 5th Floor, Alhambra, California
91803. The custodian of such documents and materials is Project Manager, Sam Shadab of the
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works.

The proposed Projects are not exempt from payment of a fee to the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code to defray the costs of fish and
wildlife protection and management incurred by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Upon
the Board's adoption of the MND, Public Works will file a Notice of Determination in accordance with
Section 21152(a) of the California Public Resources Code and pay the required filing and processing
fees with the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk in the amount of $2,231.25.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

The RFP process for the design-build procurement was conducted in accordance with the Design-
Build Policy established by the Board on June 17, 2008. The scoping documents were prepared by
Public Works Architectural Engineering Division.

On September 14, 2011, Public Works solicited requests for qualifications from design build firms for
the project. This contract opportunity was listed in the County's "Doing Business with Us" website.
The first phase of the design-build RFP process involves the submittal of prequalification
guestionnaires by interested design-build firms. On October 13, 2011, 14 firms submitted the
prequalification questionnaires for evaluation. Based on the scored portion of the prequalification
phase, the Evaluation Committee shortlisted the top four ranked prequalified firms. The shortlisted
firms were Valley Crest Landscape Development, Inc., PCL Construction Services, Inc., Ohno
Construction Company, and Tilden-Coil Constructors, who were all subsequently invited to submit
technical and cost proposals.

On December 11, 2012, Public Works requested technical and cost proposals from the four
shortlisted prequalified firms. On January 17, 2013, technical and cost proposals were submitted by
Valley Crest Landscape Development, Inc., Ohno Construction Company, and Tilden-Coil
Constructors. PCL Construction Services, Inc., did not submit technical and cost proposals, and
indicated last minute commitments would not allow them to allocate enough resources to this Project
to meet its schedule requirements. The technical and cost proposals submitted by the remaining



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
4/16/2013
Page 7

shortlisted firms were evaluated by the Evaluation Committee. The evaluations were based on
technical design, construction expertise, proposed delivery plans, schedule, price, life cycle costs,
skilled labor force availability, acceptable safety record, and design-build team personnel and
organization. The evaluation was completed without regard to race, creed, color, or gender.

Ohno Construction Company was found to be the best value proposer to perform the design-build
services for the proposed Project with a maximum contract sum of $9,360,482.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The Park will remain fully operational during the design and construction of the proposed Project,
except for the immediate construction areas. However, portions of El Cariso County Park will be
isolated and closed during construction. This will be coordinated with Parks and Recreation to
minimize inconvenience to the public.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this Board letter to the Chief Executive Office, Capital Projects
Division; the Department of Parks and Recreation; and the Department of Public Works, Project
Management Division |I.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer

WTF:RLR:DJT
SW:VM:zu

Enclosures

C. Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Arts Commission
Parks and Recreation
Public Works



ATTACHMENT A

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA PROJECT,
CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 69526; AND
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PHASE |l PROJECT
CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 87107;
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION;
APPROVE CAPITAL PROJECTS AND PROJECT BUDGETS;
AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT; APPROVE APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT;
AND ADOPT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN

l. PROJECT SCHEDULE
Project Activity Scheduled Completion Date

Issue Prequalification Questionnaire Part A 09/14/2011*
Receipt Proposal of Prequalification Part A 10/13/2011*
Prequalify Design-Build Firms 01/18/2012*
Final Community Meeting 08/15/2012*
Filing CEQA documents (30 days public review) 10/31/2012*
Complete Scoping Documents 11/14/2012*
Determination of Successful Design-Build Firm 02/19/2013*
Award Design-Build Contract 04/16/2013
Notice to Proceed to Design-Builder 05/09/2013
Universal Playground Substantial Completion 12/23/2013
Phase Il Construction Substantial Completion 07/30/2014
Project Acceptance 10/31/2014

* Actual completion date.

N:\Board Letters-CEQ\04-16-13 EL CARISO Play and Phase I} Attachments.docx
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I. PROJECT BUDGET SUMMARY UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA (C.P. 69526)

. . Proposed
Project Activity Project Budget
Land Acquisition $ 0
Construction
Total Design-Build Contract $ 933,000
Design Completion Allowance 0
Stipends 0
Job Order Contract 100,000
Change Orders 60,000
Youth Employment 1,000
Construction Consultants 0
Miscellaneous Expenditures 0
Telecomm Equip - Affixed to Building 0
Civic Art Fee 11,000
Other: Utility Connections 0
Subtotal $ 1,105,000
Programming/Development $ 0
Plans and Specifications (Scoping documents) $ 100,000
Consuitant Services
Site Planning 0
Consultant Services, State Labor compliance 0
Hazardous Materials 24,000
Geotech/Soils Report, Soils Testing, and Inspection 29,000
Material Testing 12,000
Cost Estimating 0
Topographic Surveys 0
Constructability Review 0
Construction Management 0
Environmental (MND/EIR)+Biologist, Paleontologist, Archaeologies 28,000
Move Management 0
Equipment Planning 7,000
Legal: State, SWPPP, QSD, and QSP 0
Subtotal $ 100,000
Miscellaneous Expenditures $ 5,000
Jurisdictional Review/Plan Check/Permit (Building and Safety) $ 28,000
County Services
Quality Control Inspection (including Code Compliance) $ 33,000
Design Review 10,000
Design Services 0
Construction Administration 40,000
Project Management 151,000
Project Management Support Services 7,000
ISD Job Order Contract Management 0
DPW Job Order Contract Management 0
1SD ITS Communications 0
Project Security 0
Project Technical Support 23,000
ISD Countywide Contract Compliance Section 8,000
County Counsel 0
Other: County Agencies Review/Inspection 0
Other: Contract Recovery 0
Subtotal $ 272,000
TOTAL $ 1,610,000




ll. PROJECT BUDGET PHASE Il GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS (C.P. 87107)

Aftachment A

Page 3

. .. Proposed
Project Activity . Project Budget
Land Acquisition $ 0
Construction
Total Design-Build Contract $8,427,000
Stipends 0
Job Order Contract 350,000
Change Orders 556,000
Youth Employment 9,000
Construction Consultants 0
Miscellaneous Expenditures 29,000
Telecomm Equip - Affixed to Building 31,000
Civic Art Fee 95,000
Other: Utility Connections 84,000
Subtotal $9,581,000
Programming/Development $ 0
Plans and Specifications (Scoping documents) $ 190,000
Consultant Services $ 0
Site Planning 0
Consultant Services, State Labor compliance 93,000
Hazardous Materials 15,000
Geotech/Soils Report, Soils Testing, and Inspection 92,000
Material Testing 72,000
Cost Estimating 3,000
Topographic Surveys 7,000
Constructability Review 0
Construction Management 0
Environmental (MND/EIR)+Biologist, Paleontologist, 123,000
Archaeologies 0
Move Management 0
Equipment Planning 162,000
Legal: State, SWPPP, QSD, QSP $ 567,000
Subtotal
Miscellaneous Expenditures $ 9,000
Jurisdictional Review/Plan Check/Permit (Building and Safety) $ 148,000
County Services $ 0
Quality Control Inspection (including Code Compliance) 200,000
Design Review 70,000
Design Services 0
Contract Administration 65,000
Project Management 394,000
Project Management Support Services 40,000
ISD Job Order Contract Management 30,000
DPW Job Order Contract Management 0
ISD ITS Communications 0
Project Security 0
Project Technical Support 66,000
ISD Countywide Control Compliance Section 0
County Counsel 0
Other: County Agencies Review/Inspection 35,000
Other: Contract Recovery 0
Subtotal $ 900,000
TOTAL $11,395,000




ATTACHMENT B

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION:
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA PROJECT,
CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 69526; AND
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PHASE Il PROJECT,
CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 87107

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN
BACKGROUND (Scope of Work)

El Cariso County Park General Improvements Phase Il Project

The proposed project will consist of construction of a full-size soccer/football field, a
smaller soccer field, and two handball courts; construction of a new concession stand
with restrooms to accommodate the new soccer/football patrons and replace an existing
comfort station; demolition and replacement of one comfort station and four picnic
areas; relocation of one picnic shelter structure to an existing picnic area; and
installation of additional lighting for the basketball courts. This proposed project also
includes construction of ADA-compliant walkways, additional parking, relocation of
various existing utilities, irrigation lines, and related landscaping.

El Cariso County Park Universal Play Area Project

The project will consists of constructing a universally accessible playground, with
associated ADA-compliant pathway, featuring various accessible play surfaces,
sensory-rich play structures, and independent play apparatus for children of all abilities.

Tasks that may be performed by At-Risk Youth

Tasks that may be performed by youth will include, but are not limited to, placing wood
chips in the play area and assisting with turf establishment. Additional tasks will be
identified as deemed appropriate for youth to perform within the project scope.

Estimated Cost of Youth Employment

The total estimated budget for youth employment on these projects is $10,000.

Method of Youth Employment

Youth will be employed by the Department of Parks and Recreation.

Youth Employment Goal

The Youth Employment Goal for the County of Los Angeles was $15,739,507.43. As of
July 2011, the Youth Employment Goal for the County exceeds $18.8 million.



ATTACHMENT C

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
EL CARISO COUNTY PARK UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA PROJECT,

CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 69526; AND

EL CARISO COUNTY PARK GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PHASE Il PROJECT,

CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 87107;
ADOPT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION;
APPROVE CAPITAL PROJECTS AND PROJECT BUDGETS;
- AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT; APPROVE APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT,;
AND ADOPT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN

MITIGATION NEGATIVE DECLARATION REPORT
(See Attachment)



PINK (1) BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS
BA FORM 09/09 CFFICIAL COPY
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPT’S.
REQUEST FOR APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT NO. ie:
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION April 16, 2013

AUDITOR-CONTROLLER:

THE FOLLOWING APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT IS DEEMED NECESSARY BY THIS DEPARTMENT.

PLEASE CONFIRM THE

ACCOUNTING ENTRIES AND AVAILABLE BALANCES AND FORWARD TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR HIS RECOMMENDATION OR

ACTION.

ADJUSTMENT REQUESTED AND REASONS THEREFOR

FY 2012-13
3-VOTES

SOURCES

Department of Parks & Recreation
PK — El Cariso Play Area (3)
A01-CP-6014-65043-69526

Capital Assets — Building & Improvements
Decrease Appropriation

SOURCES TOTAL: $ 199,000

JUSTIFICATION

$ 199,000

USES

Department of Parks & Recreation

General Improvements Phase | (3)
A01-CP-6014-65043-87107

Capital Assets — Building & Improvements

Increase Appropriation $ 199,000

USES TOTAL: $ 199,000

The appropriation adjustment is necessary to fully fund the El Cariso General Improvements Phase Il Project.

ADOPTED

BOARD OF SUPEFIVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELE

70‘7HORIZED SIGNATURE SABRA WHITE

BOARD OF SUPERVISOR’S APPROVAL (AS REQUESTED/REVISED)

Q4™ ™ w=" APR 162013

gwlg;cm A. i-‘AMsAI g

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Z

(] acmion
IE/RECOMMENDATION

REFERRED TO THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR ---

AUDITOR-CONTROLLER

BY %/L yvuéump

B.A. NO. I ‘77’

20/%

/éo/u( 3

I%PPROVED AS REQUESTED

l:l APPROVED AS REVISED

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SEND 6 COPIES TO THE AUDITOR-CONTROLLER
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FINAL
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARK
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Prepared for

County of Los Angeles

Department of Public Works

900 South Fremont Avenue, 5" Floor
Alhambra, California 91803-1331

and

County of Los Angeles

Department of Parks and Recreation
510 South Vermont Avenue, Room 201
Los Angeles, California 90020

Prepared by

PARSONS
100 W. Walnut Street
Pasadena, California 91124

February 2013



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARK
UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA AND PHASE Il GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS

FINAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

The Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft IS/MND) dated November 2012 for the EI
Cariso Community Regional Park project was circulated for public review by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works between November 14, 2012 and December 14, 2012. During this review
period, letters of comment were received from five public agencies and two community members. All
letters received and responses to comments are included in Appendix D (Public Review of the Draft Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration). In response to comments, revisions have been made to the text of
the Draft IS/IMND as noted herein. None of the significance determinations have been changed since
circulation of the Draft IS/MND. No substantial changes to the Draft IS/MND have been made. Changes
to the Draft IS/MND are as follows:

(1.) The title of the project has been changed from “El Cariso Community Regional Park Soccer
Football Fields, Universally Accessible Playground and Phase Il General Improvements” to “El
Cariso Community Regional Park Universal Play Area and Phase Il General Improvements’”.
Other than this title, no other features of the project have been deleted or added to this project.

(2.) Section 1.10, Proposed Project (Operation) has been revised to state that use of additional off-
site parking at the Los Angeles Mission College parking structure south of the El Cariso Golf
Course is under negotiation by the Department of Parks and Recreation.

(3.) Section 2.1V.d, Biological Resources, additional information on bird nesting and bat maternity has
been added including four new mitigation measures.

(4.) Section 2.VI.d, Cultural Resources, additional citations to the government codes have been
added to the mitigation measure.

(5.) Section 2.1V.a, Public Services, information of fire protection services has been revised.

(8.) Section 2.XVll.e, Utilities and Service Systems, has been revised to clarify that the County of Los
Angeles will be seeking approval from the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation Wastewater
Engineering Services Division for a sewer connection. The City is expected to have adequate
sewer infrastructure in the vicinity of the project, and sufficient capacity at the Hyperion Treatment
Plant to serve the projected demand associated with the proposed project.

The aforementioned changes have been incorporated directly into the Final IS/MND. These changes to
the document are not considered to be substantial revisions to the IS/IMND pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15073.5. New information added to the IS/MND clarifies previous information and all
modifications are considered to be minor. None of these changes have resulted in any change to CEQA
findings or in the severity of a previously identified impact in the Draft IS/IMND. A recirculation of the
document for public review is not required.
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INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARK
UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA AND PHASE Il GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS
(SYLMAR, CALIFORNIA)

The County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation proposes to construct and operate a two
soccer/football fields, a universally accessible playground, and associated Phase Il park improvements at
El Cariso Community Regional Park in Sylmar, Los Angeles County, California.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as established by the statute (Public Resources Code
§§ 21000 et seq.), requires that the environmental implications of an action by a local agency be
estimated and evaluated before project approval. This Initial Study has been prepared in accordance
with Section 15365 of CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code Reg. 1500 et seq.). This Initial Study provides the
assessment for a determination of whether the project may have a significant effect on the environment.

SECTION 1. PROJECT INFORMATION

1.1 Project Title El Cariso Community Regional Park Universal Play Area and
Phase Il General Improvements

1.2  Lead Agency Name County of Los Angeles
and Address Department of Public Works

900 South Fremont Avenue, 5" Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803-1331

1.3 Contact Person and Sam Shadab . o
Phone Number Project Manager, Project Management Division |

(626) 300-2337

El Cariso Community Regional Park is located at 13100 Hubbard Street
in the community of Sylmar (zip code 91342), within the boundaries of
the City of Los Angeles in Los Angeles County, California. Sylmar is
approximately 30 miles northwest of downtown Los Angeles (Figure 1).
El Cariso Community Regional Park is approximately 0.9 mile northeast
of the Foothill Freeway or Interstate 210 (I-210). The park is located
along Hubbard Street between Simshaw and Eldridge Avenues (Figure
2). The proposed project will be located on the eastern and central
portions of the park.

1.4 Project Location

1.5 Project Sponsor’s Sam Shadab , o
Name and Address  Project Manager, Project Management Division |

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
900 South Fremont Avenue, 5" Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803-1331

16 General Plan The Generalized Land Use Policy Map of the County of Los Angeles
General Plan (adopted in 1980) designates the project site as Open

Designation A ' d i
Space and within an incorporated city. The City of Los Angeles —
Sylmar Community Plan designation for the proposed project site is
Open Space (this project is located on County of Los Angeles land and
not subject to City of Los Angeles planning restrictions).
1.7 Zoning El Cariso Community Regional Park is zoned as Open Space (0S-1XL)

in accordance with City of Los Angeles zoning regulations (this project
is located on County of Los Angeles land and not subject to City of Los
Angeles zoning restrictions)
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Purpose of the
Project

Background

The purpose of the project is to improve recreational and community
opportunities by providing a new universally accessible playground,
two soccer/football fields and associated park improvements for use
by the general public. The soccerffootball fields and park
improvements will support future planned activities at El Cariso
Community Regional Park in addition to the continuation of ongoing
park programs. A universally accessible playground will be consistent
with the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation's
(DPR) mission to provide accessible recreation for people with
disabilities in the County of Los Angeles.

El Cariso Community Regional Park was created in 1973 when the
County of Los Angeles purchased unimproved property for parkland
from the State of California. Over the next 14 years, the property was
transformed into a 79-acre community regional park. El Cariso
Community Regional Park stands as a memorial to the young men
who lost their lives in the Loop Fire of November 1966 and to those
who survived this fire, as well as to firefighters everywhere.

El Cariso Community Regional Park currently has 11 tennis courts, ten
picnic pavilions, two swimming pools and a pool building, two
basketball courts, four softball fields, a baseball field, four play areas,
six restroom buildings and a park office building that functions as a
community center. The park is characterized by turfed areas and
concrete walkways that connect picnic stations and play areas. Picnic
pavilions, covered or uncovered, include barbeque concrete pads and
water fountains. Phase 1 general improvements to the park added a
new gymnasium and community center building in the southwestern
portion of the park (a Mitigated Negative Declaration for Phase 1
improvements was adopted on July 13, 2010).

The El Cariso Head Start preschool is located inside the park near its
eastern perimeter and adjacent to the park's northeast parking lot.
The Head Start program is administered by the Office of Head Start
(OHS), Administration for Children and Families (ACF), U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The preschool
consists of a fenced play yard and an approximately 2,300 sq ft
classroom building. Volunteers of America of Los Angeles operates
two sessions of the El Cariso Head Start for children ages 3 to 5 years
old: morning sessions are 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Monday through
Thursday; and, afternoon sessions are 12:30 p.m. to 4:.00 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday. EI Cariso Head Start uses the existing
parking area on the northeast side of the park.

Two entrances to El Cariso Community Regional Park are used for
access to the swimming pool, picnic areas and parking lots on the
western side of the park. A third and southernmost entrance at the
intersection of Hubbard Street and Garrick Avenue provides access to
athletic fields, tennis courts, and the community center on the
southern side of the park. The middle entrance along Hubbard Street
provides access to the swimming pools, while the northern entrance
(approximately 230 ft from Simshaw Avenue) provides access to
picnic areas and the Head Start preschool on the eastern portion of
the park. The entire park currently has approximately 437 parking
spaces.

Universally Accessible Playgrounds are designed to offer a place
where children of all abilities can play side-by-side. In recognition of
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Proposed Project

the absence of wheelchair-accessible playgrounds, the first
Universally Accessible Playground was opened in 2000 with a mission
of providing an opportunity for children with disabilities to play at their
highest level, enhancing emotional, physical and social development
as well as teaching compassion and acceptance (City of Los Angeles,
2010). There are 15 Universally Accessible Playgrounds cperated by
the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, the
nearest at Hansen Dam Recreation Center (Lakeview Terrace) and
Lake Balboa/Anthony C. Beilenson Park (Van Nuys). This will be the
first County-operated universally accessible playground.

Soccer leagues, instructional programs and clinics utilize a variety of
fields and recreation centers. Twenty-one of the 151 parks operated
by the County of Los Angeles have soccer fields. Parks and recreation
centers operated by the City of Los Angeles also offer facilities for
outdoor and indoor soccer league activities, instruction and clinics.
Table 1 identifies County-operated soccer fields and City-operated
fields and recreation centers within 20 miles of the project site.

Table 1. Soccer Facilities in the Project Area

No. | Description | Facility | Distance/Direction'
Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation
1 Castaic Sports Complex (Castaic) MPF 17.0 miles NW
2 Del Valle Park (Castaic) MPF 17.0 miles NW
3 Charles White Park (Altadena) MPF 18.0 miles SE
City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks
1 Hubert H. Humphrey RC (Fillmore - LF 3.2 miles SE
Pacoima)
2 David M. Gonzales RC (Pacoima) LF 4.6 miles S
3 Hansen Dam Recreation Area (Lake UF 4.7 miles S
View Terrace)
4 Ritchie Valens RC (Pacocima) UF 5.4 miles S
5 Stonehurst RC (Sun Valley) LF 7.4 miles SE
6 Fernangeles RC (Sun Valley) LF 8.8 miles S
7 Pancrama RC (Pancrama City) Gym 9.2 miles S
8 Granada Hills RC (Granada Hills) Gym 9.4 miles W
9 Van Nuys/Sherman Oaks RC LF: 16.1 miles S
(Sherman Oaks)
10 | Chatsworth Park North (Chatsworth) LF 16.1 miles W
11 Winnetka RC {Winnetka) Gym 16.6 miles SW
12 | Chatsworth Park South Gym 16.8 miles W
{Chatsworth)
' Indicates distance from the project site in Sylmar.
LF  Lighted Soccer Field MPF Multi-Purpose Field
RC Recreation Center UF  Unlighted Soccer Field

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works proposes to
construct a new universally accessible playground, two soccer/football
fields and park improvements at El Cariso Community Regional Park
in the community of Sylmar (City of Los Angeles) in Los Angeles
County, California. Proposed facilities to be constructed are shown on
Figure 3.



Jied Jeuoifay Alunwwog osue) |3 0} sjuswaroidw] pasodoud Jo ueld a1g Aeuiun|ald °¢ 2unbiy

funped —
pue peoy man [ &

107 Bupyied saepnsey _H_

Aeniled n\%

Remyen
Jedayrape.fidny

p Pt A Y
m_sﬁm.___,\ leqioa JHasaos ™ \o\
m:_Em_._O,

pa3zasqing
Adoue speys .

B8N JUdd

Woodjsay D

pueig UOoISS3Iu0g _H_

puncJfifel4
8|01S530y AllESIANUN D

B R ERET
00_0.0 ﬁ:..\
L S IO W

i - hfb.. = i
; 2 o%ﬁ_.ww Dy 3 _ L
\ peoy guz o el

% wn

<%

S M

¢ » PRO .\\_..v.
n o Brn " N L
a0 §9.4, o O\ AL
SRR, gl o o O
B i s
AL " 2% (” 00

1T 2 S LI L R A

= ,)m

I...f _




Project Description and Construction. The playground, one large
soccer/football field with lights and fencing, and one small
soccer/football field, would be located on the southern side of the park
east of the tennis courts away from residential areas on the north side
of the park. In addition, the Proposed Project would include
concession stands, handball courts with lights, pathways, shade
canopies, replacement of picnic areas, and improvements to parking
and security lighting.

The proposed project would be constructed as a design-build' project
to provide the County with the cost savings associated with a shorter
schedule. For this reason, certain specific design and construction
details are not known at this time. The following description represents
anticipated features based on a preliminary concept package. Upon
completion of design, the County of Los Angeles will determine
whether any additional environmental evaluation and documentation is
required under CEQA. This evaluation will occur before any project
implementation. As shown on Figure 3, the proposed project will
include the following features:

= Demolition of two existing play areas, two existing restrooms, five
large concrete picnic areas, two small concrete picnic areas, one
round concrete picnic table pad.

= Construction of a full-sized (200 ft by 325 ft) soccer/football field
with artificial turf system with misting/cooling system, fencing,
bleachers (capacity: 192 persons; height approx. 3 ft above
ground) with canopy, field lights, restrooms (approx. 760 sq ft) and
concession stand with bicycle rack.

= Construction of a small soccer/football field, 120 ft by 180 ft in
size, with natural grass (no fencing, bleachers or canopy), and
moveable goal posts.

= Construction of a new Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-
compliant restroom building.

= Relocation of one picnic shelter from the north side of the park and
replacement of three large picnic shelters (total of 4) with metal
shade structure, concrete slab, picnic tables, barbeque grills,
drinking fountain.

= Replacement of two smaller picnic areas with metal shade
structures, concrete slabs, picnic tables, barbeque grills and
drinking fountain. Replacement of round concrete picnic table pad
(due to location of soccer/football field).

= Installation of 108 additional parking spaces to accommodate
soccer/football field patrons.

= Rerouting of existing pathways to accommodate new
soccer/football fields. Connection of the east walkway to existing
walkways with decomposed granite pathways; connection of the
new soccer/football fields to existing baseball fields with
decomposed granite pathways.

Design-Build is a construction approach in which a single individual or business is responsible for both the design and construction of
a project. The design-build approach is used to minimize risks for the project owner and to reduce the delivery schedule by
overlapping the design phase and construction phase of a project.



= Upgrade and repair of walkways for ADA compliance.

= [nstallation and replacement of 11 drinking fountains (some with
pet drinking bowls).

= Addition of shade canopies to existing play areas to shade existing
playground equipment,

= Install new lighting for the basketball courts.
= Construction of two handball courts with lighting.

= Cut of approximately 11,000 cubic yards (cy) of soil at the
soccer/football fields and fill of approximately 6,400 cy of existing
soil over approximately 5.6 acres in the park (the anticipated
maximum depth of excavation required will be 6 ft).

= Export of approximately 4,600 cubic yards of soil from the park.

= Removal of one eucalyptus tree and relocation of one sweet gum
tree for construction of full-sized soccer/football field; the
eucalyptus to be removed would be replaced with a California
sycamore tree (minimum size: 5-ft box).

= Clearing and grading for a universally accessible playground with
play areas for ages 2 to 5 and 5 to 12, shaded play equipment,
seating for parents (both seat walls and ADA-compliant concrete
benches with companion seating), ADA-compliant pathways and
swings.

= Areas disturbed by construction will be reseeded and landscaped.

= Resurfacing of the existing parking lot on the north side of the
park.

= Los Angeles County DPR may elect to construct a new roadway to
connect the existing pool parking lot to the new soccer/football
fields and the new gymnasium and community building parking lot.
The new roadway may result in additional parking spaces. Two
existing eucalyptus trees may be removed for construction of the
new roadway. Each of the two trees to be removed would be
replaced with a California sycamore tree (minimum size: 5-ft box).
Although it is uncertain if the proposed new roadway will be
constructed, this element of the project is analyzed herein for
potential environmental impacts.

= Connection of new utilities to existing sources to support new
structures.

Temporary detours and lane closures will not be required during the
construction period. The entrance to the northernmost parking lot will
be controlled by a flagman during construction. Construction vehicles
and equipment will be staged onsite in existing parking lots on the
northeast side of the park or between the proposed fields and golf
course away from the residential area (Figure 3). A portion of one or
more parking areas in the park will be temporarily unavailable during
construction; however, parking will continue to be available throughout
the rest of the park.

Construction of the proposed project is assumed to start in 2013 and
would require approximately 15 months as follows:



= Demolition of Existing Park Structures (3 months)
= Trenching for Utilities (2 months)

= Construction of playground, soccer/football fields and park
improvements (7 months)

= Parking and Paving (3 months)

Operation. El Cariso Community Regional Park will continue to be
owned and operated by the County of Los Angeles DPR. The park
will continue to be open from sunrise to sunset on Mondays through
Friday and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays, except for
occasional events where extended hours of operation will be approved
by the Los Angeles County DPR (but in no case later than midnight),
similar to current conditions. Baseball leagues are allowed to use the
lighted fields past sunset.

The proposed soccer/football fields would be open to the public from 9
am. to 10 p.m. on Mondays through Friday, 9 am. to 9 p.m. on
Saturdays, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays. Access to the new
playground and soccer/football fields will be from three existing park
entrances along Hubbard Street. Scheduling of activities in the
proposed fields would be managed by the North Agency Headquarters
of the Los Angeles County DPR.

The new soccer/football fields would result in an increase in
attendance at El Cariso Community Regional Park. Table 2 presents
a summary of the number of persons that could be present at the park
on any weekday or weekend.

Table 2. Estimated Use of New Soccer/Football Fields
at El Cariso Community Regional Park

Persons Per Team Total
Type Players | Coaches | Guests | Referees | Persons
Adult League 18 2 40 3 1238
Persons on Full-Sized Scccer/Football Field 123
Staff 2
Subtotal 125
Youth League | 12 I 1 [ % | 3 812
Persons on Small Soccer/Football Field 81
Staff 2
Subtotal 83
Total, Persons on Both Fields 208

Source: LACDPW, 2011
? Based on two teams per field.

The additional persons from use of the project would represent an
approximately 11 percent increase in users at the park. Activities will
be scheduled by the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and
Recreation based on availability of recreational facilities and parking.
For evaluation purposes, it is assumed that no more than two or three
practice sessions or games per field would be scheduled on weekdays
or weekends, respectively. In the event that both fields are in
operation for practice and/or scheduled games, it is estimated that a
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Surrounding Land
Uses and Setting

maximum of 208 persons could be on the fields at any time (weekday
or weekend).

Parking for the proposed soccer/football fields would be available in
the central and northern sections of the park. Soccer or football
parking would use these spaces during after school hours and
weekends. The Proposed Project would result in addition of
approximately 108 parking spaces which would be added to the park.
This would result in a total of 545 parking spaces within El Cariso
Community Regional Park. Use of additional off-site parking at the
Los Angeles Mission College parking structure south of the El Cariso
Golf Course is under negotiation by the Depariment of Parks and
Recreation.

The proposed universally accessible playground will result in an
increase in patrons but this increase would not be considered to be
substantial. The nearest universally accessible playground is located
at Hansen Dam Recreational Area approximately 4.7 miles south of El
Cariso Community Regional Park.

There are two ongoing and planned projects within a one mile radius
of El Cariso Community Regional Park:

=  The Los Angeles Community College District is constructing
Facility Master Plan improvements on the campus of Los Angeles
Mission College (LAMC). Construction of the Media Arts Center is
on hold (completion August 2014); construction of the Student
Services Center is expected to start in August 2013 (completion
May 2015); and, construction of athletic fields (1 baseball, 1
softball and 1 soccer field) on the East Campus is on hold (LAMC,
2013).

= |n October 2012, the City of Los Angeles released a Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Granada Hills-
Knollwood Community Plan and Sylmar Community Plan Update.
The Plan includes changes to land use designations and zones
intended to accommodate forecasted growth aimed at preserving
single-family residential neighborhoods, open space, and natural
resources. The Sylmar Plan would preserve the character of
existing single-family and equine-keeping neighborhoods, and the
general semi-rural suburban character of the area, by maintaining
lower density land use designations. Adoption of this EIR will not
constitute a commitment to any specific project or development.

For purposes of this analysis, it was assumed that the proposed
construction of the soccerffootball fields, universally accessible
playground, and associated park improvements could overlap for 2
months with both LAMC projects and 7 months with the LAMC Student
Services Center construction.

The project site is surrounded by suburban, single-family residential
land uses approximately 100 ft to the northeast. An approximately
2,300 sq ft building that houses a Head Start preschool is located
within the park immediately northwest of the northeast parking area
and approximately 900 ft from the proposed soccer/football fields. El
Cariso Golf Course is directly south of the site (access is from Eldridge
Street). Softball fields and a model aircraft flight park are located west
of the site. Swimming pools, tennis courts and other park facilities are
west and southwest of the site. Los Angeles Mission College (zoned
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Other Agencies
Whose Approval is
Required

for Public Facilities) is 975 ft south of the site. The college and golf
course are accessed via Eldridge Street.

The project will be subject to a National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit from the State Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

10



Environmental Facters Potentially Affected:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affectad by this project, invelving at least
cne impact that is a "Potentially Significant impact” as indicated by the checkiist on the following page.

J Aesthetics [ Agricultural and Foresiry Resources O Air Quality

1 Biological Resources 1 Cultural Resources O Geclogy/Soils

[ Greenhouse Gas Emissions [ Hazards and Hazardous Materials O Hydrology/\Water
Quality

O Land Use/Planning [ Mineral Resources O Noise

O Poputation/Housing O Public Services O Recreaticn

0 Transportation/Traffic [1 Utilities/Service Systems O Mandatory Findings of
Significance

Determination: (To be completed by the Lead Agency}

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

B

“

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY nave a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “pctentially significant impact’ or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but al least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earfier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects
that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b} have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measzthat?ﬁmposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

ﬁzﬁjﬁ v ),5,)3

o~

Signature Date’ ./

County of Los Angeles

Sam Shadab Department ot Public Works

Printed Name For



EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1)

2)

6)

7)

A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact” answers that are adequately
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each
question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls
outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on
project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as
operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant
with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is
substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially
Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact”
to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures,
and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures
from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from
the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the
project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources
for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared
or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where
the statement is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's
environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance
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SECTION 2. CEQA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

The Environmental Checklist and discussion of potential environmental effects were completed in
accordance with Section 15063(d)3 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines to determine if
the proposed project may have any significant impacts on the environment.

A brief explanation is provided for all determinations. A “No Impact” or “Less Than Significant Impact”
determination is made when the project will not have any impact or will not have a significant effect on the
environment for that issue area, respectively, based on a project-specific analysis

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. Significant With Significant
Potential impacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
I Aesthetics
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic X
vista?

While the Sylmar Community Plan (adopted in 1997) does not evaluate aesthetics as a planning element,
this plan includes general design standards for community projects and landscaping. There are no
designated scenic vistas in the community of Sylmar (the proposed project is located on County of Los
Angeles land and not subject to City of Los Angeles zoning restrictions).

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be located in the
central/southern portion of El Cariso Community Regional Park. The area of the park is characterized by
mature eucalyptus and pine trees approximately 30 to 40 ft in height The new playground and
soccer/football fields will be permanent, fixed structures that will not be visible from the backyards of
some residences along Simshaw Avenue (these residences form the northeastern boundary of the park)
or from parts of the adjacent El Cariso golf course. The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and
park improvements will not be visible from Los Angeles Mission College adjacent to the south side of the
park. The proposed playground and soccer/football fields will be a new visual element in the area with
limited visibility from surrounding areas. The playground and soccer/football fields will not obstruct views
of the mountains or other scenic aspects of the area from nearby residences. The effect of the proposed
project on scenic vistas is considered less than significant.

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock X
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway?

There are no official State Scenic Highways in the project area. A segment of the Foothill Freeway
(I-210) from the [-5 near Tunnel Station to State Route 134 is an eligible state scenic highway that has
not been officially designated by the California Department of Transportation. The [-210 through Sylmar
is designated as a Scenic Highway on the City of Los Angeles Scenic Highways Plan (City of Los
Angeles, 1997). This segment of the 1-210 is approximately 0.9 mile from the project site. The proposed
playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will not be visible in the local area. Therefore,
there would be no impacts to scenic resources from the proposed project.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than

: Significant With Significant
Poteatial Impacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual X

character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?

The visual character of the project site is recreational/open space with surrounding residential and
institutional land uses. The visual field is an urbanized area composed of natural features and park
improvements including a backdrop of mountain ranges to the northeast. This view contains developed
structures including college buildings south of the park and recreational facilities (e.g., golf course) east of
the park. The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be partially
obscured by mature trees within El Cariso Community Regional Park (Figure 4).

Figure 4. Typical View of Interior of El Cariso Park

Although the playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will become a permanent visible
aspect in the view of the park, these features will not be visible from Hubbard Street because they would
be obscured from view by mature trees in the park. The playground, soccer/football fields and park
improvements will be visible from the east when viewed from the El Cariso golf course. These features
will not alter the existing general visual character of the remaining park. The view of mature trees will be
the predominant image in the park even after construction of the soccer/football fields and playground.
Limited tree removal would not result in any aesthetic impact to the view of the park because the
playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will not obscure views of the distant mountains
to residents along Hubbard Street and the visual character of the park will remain the same. This visual
change will not be considered a substantial degradation of the visual quality of the area.
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The Sylmar Community Plan (City of Los Angeles, 1997) recognizes the regional open space and
parkland associated with El Cariso Regional Park, and prominent landmarks that include Los Angeles
Mission College, as some of the many special and unique design features of Sylmar. Design standards
ensure that planned uses are compatible and consistent with the visual environment. The proposed
project will not result in any conflicts with plans and policies for preservation of open space, and will not
adversely impact the visual character and quality of the project area. The proposed project will comply
with the Sylmar Community Plan. The proposed project will not substantially degrade the visual character
of the site and its surroundings. Impacts to the visual character and quality of the area will be less than
significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. Significant With Significant
Fetpilial impacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare, which would adversely affect day or X
nighttime views in the area?

The existing recreational fields and parking lots at El Cariso Community Regional Park have artificial
lighting (light standards above the fields and parking). The surrounding area is characterized by typical
urban sources of light and glare.

Construction activities will occur during daylight hours; therefore, no new sources of artificial lighting will
be necessary during construction at the playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements at the
site.

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will not be constructed of
reflective materials, and will not be expected to generate a substantial amount of light or glare in the
surrounding community. Lighting for the playground would not be visible from any residences. Four
lamps per soccer/football field would be mounted on galvanized steel poles 55 ft above the playing field.
Light poles would he approximately 900 ft from the nearest residence on Simshaw Avenue (See Figure 1-
3). The proposed field lighting would introduce ambient lighting that would be noticeable in absolute
darkness of the existing site. Field lighting would not be discernible from residences on Simshaw Avenue
because of the distance and presence of existing mature trees within the park. The additional parking
spaces to be constructed northeast of the soccer/football fields will include artificial lighting directed
inward without spillover onto the adjacent residential properties. Therefore, impacts from light and glare
are considered less than significant.

Il Agriculture Resources

In determining whether impacts to agriculture
resources are significant environmental effects,
lead agencies may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of
Conservation as an opticnal model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland.
Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland,
or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared X
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

The State of California Department of Conservation Division of Land Resources has surveyed land in
Southern California as part of its Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP). The FMMP
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Geographic Information System (GIS) data shows that the project site is classified as Urban and Built-Up
Land and does not contain farmland of unique or local importance (FMMP, 2008). The site is developed
as a public park and does not contain active farmland. The proposed project will not result in the
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use. Therefore, no impacts to farmland will occur.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. Significant With Significant
Potansiatimpacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural X
use, or a Williamson Act contract?

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, commonly referred to as the Williamson Act, enables local
governments to enter into contracts with private landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels
of land to agricultural or related open space use. In return, landowners receive property tax assessments
which are much lower than normal because they are based upon farming and open space uses as
opposed to full market value. Williamson Act contracts are applicable to land in agricultural preserves
and restrict specific parcels of land to agriculture or related open space use. There are no Williamson Act
contracts in effect for the project site or surrounding area. No portion of the site is zoned for agricultural
use. Therefore, the proposed project will not result in any impacts to existing zoning or Williamson Act
contracts.

€) Involve other changes in the existing
environment that, due to their location or X
nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

The proposed project will consist of improvements to the existing El Cariso Regional County Park. There
is no land within the boundaries of the park that is currently used as farmland. Therefore, the proposed
project will not result in the conversion of farmland into a non-agricultural use. No impacts to farmland
will occur.

M. Air Quality

Where available, the significance criteria
established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution control district may
be relied upon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of X
the applicable air quality plan?

The project area is located in the South Coast Air Basin managed by the South Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD). The SCAQMD is required, pursuant to the Clean Air Act of 1988, to reduce
emissions of criteria pollutants for which the basin is in non-attainment. Strategies to achieve these
emissions reductions are included in the regional air quality plan which is the 2007 SCAQMD Air Quality
Management Plan (AQMP) for the region. The AQMP is based on Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) population projections for communities within the Basin. Conformance with the
AQMP for future development projects is determined by demonstrating compliance with local [and use
plans and/or population projections. The proposed project would not conflict or obstruct implementation
of the AQMP. The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and associated park improvements would
be constructed to provide a recreational opportunity to the local public and would be designed to
accommodate projected population increases in the area. The project would be designed to reduce
vehicle miles traveled by the public to other soccer/football fields that are located farther from residential
areas. As such, the project would meet goals and objectives of the AQMP by minimizing vehicle miles
traveled for recreation, which consequently minimizes air pollutant emissions. Therefore, the project is in
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compliance with goals and objectives of the AQMP and impacts would be considered less than
significant.

The proposed project will result in temporary air pollutant emissions during construction of the
playground, soccer/football fields, parking lot, walkways, and utility tie-ins at El Cariso Community
Regional Park. Table 3 provides a summary of estimated maximum daily (mitigated) emissions
anticipated during each phase of construction work based on typical construction equipment in use at the
site. Emissions were calculated using SCAQMD emission factors for typical equipment during each
phase of construction. Dust and exhaust emissions are reflected in particulate matter emission rates.
These emissions are compared to SCAQMD significance thresholds applicable to construction activities.

Table 3. Estimated Air Pollutant Emissions from Proposed Construction
of the Soccer/Football Fields, Playground and Parking at El Cariso Community Regional Park

Emissions (Ib/day) *

Estimated
Phase | Duration” Construction Activities co ROG NOx SOy PM;, PM.s
Demolition and Trenching 25.71 6.27 48.26 0.06 2.59 2.31
Smonths | ScAQMD Threshold® 550 75 100 150 150 55
1 Exceed Threshold? No No No No No No

Assumptions: Equipment to be used in this phase would include 1 concrete/industrial saw, 1 rubber-tired
dozer, 3 tractor/loader/backhoes, 2 excavators, and 1 other general industrial type equipment.

Mass Grading 15.53 3.76 29.33 0.04 1.69 1.38
7months g0 Hauling 8.20 1.99 24.14 0.04 1.18 1.01
Total 2373 575 53.47 0.08 2.87 2.39
2 SCAQMD Threshold 550 75 100 150 150 55
Exceed Threshold? No No No No No No

Assumptions: Equipment to be used for mass grading in this phase would include 1
tractor/loader/backhoes, 2 excavators, and 1 other general industrial type equipment. Soil hauling
emissions represent 48 truck trips per day by heavy duty trucks.

Paving (Parking and Paths) 11.96 3.61 19.32 0.65 2.1 1.74
3months ['scAQMD Threshold ° 550 75 100 150 150 55
3 Exceed Threshold? No No No No No No

Assumptions: Equipment to be used in this phase would include 1 tractor/loader/backhoes, 4
cement/mortar mixers, 1 paver, 1 paving equipment and 1 roller.

Emissions are approximate only; values shown represent a worst-case condition reflecting operation of
equipment for 8 hours per day. The design builder will be required to ensure that all construction contractors
use the cleanest available trucks for construction, and that on-road trucks are in compliance with SCAQMD
requirements and meet the lowest certified emission levels, but not greater than EPA 2007 standards.

There is no anticipated overlap of these construction phases.

©  Source: SCAQMD, 2012a (this threshold applies to construction projects in the South Coast Air Basin)

b

CO = carbon monoxide SOy = sulfur oxides
ROG = reactive organic gases PM;q = particulate matter less than or equal to 10 microns in diameter
NOy = nitrogen oxides PM, 5 = particulate matter less than or equal to 2.5 microns in diameter

Emissions of particulate matter can be reduced by approximately 50 percent with watering for dust control
(a standard construction practice). To prevent and reduce air pollutant emissions, the proposed project
will be designed and constructed to include the following requirements:
= All disturbed areas, including storage piles and unpaved surfaces which are not being actively used for
construction, shall be effectively stabilized as needed for dust emissions using water, chemical stabilizer or
suppressants, covered with a tarp or other suitable cover.
= Traffic speeds on unpaved areas shall be limited to 15 miles per hour (mph).
= Excavation and grading activities shall be suspended when winds exceed 20 mph.
= Construction vehicle and equipment idling time will be restricted to 15 minutes maximum or equipment must be
shut off.
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= No idling of construction vehicles, including heavy duty trucks, will be allowed within 200 ft of the Head Start
preschool property fenceline.

Project-related air pollutant emissions from the use of construction equipment and construction worker
vehicles are not expected to exceed SCAQMD significance thresholds applicable to each pollutant.
Construction activities will be temporary and will not be expected to result in any adverse, long-term
effects on air quality because the generation of air pollutants will be limited to the 15-month construction
period. Forthese reasons, impacts to air quality from construction of the proposed project are considered
less than significant.

Once the construction is completed, operational emissions will consist of vehicular emissions associated
with use of the new playground and soccer/football fields in addition to the continuation of routine park
maintenance activities. Weekday operations will include vehicular emissions from park patrons utilizing
the soccer/football fields for practice sessions, while most soccer games are expected to be scheduled
during the weekends. Emissions associated with activities at the new universally accessible playground
and soccer/football fields will not exceed significance thresholds. The proposed project will result in an
increase of up to approximately 312 vehicles on a weekend day (e.g., league competitions using the
soccer/football fields). Table 4 provides a summary of estimated air pollutant emissions during normal
operation of the proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements. These values
reflect the maximum daily emissions associated with operations. Emissions will not exceed SCAQMD
significance thresholds. For these reasons, impacts to air quality associated with operation of the
proposed project are considered less than significant.

Table 4. Estimated Air Pollutant Emissions from Operation of the Proposed
Soccer/Football Fields, Playground and Improvements at El Cariso Community Regional Park

Emissions (Ib/day)
Source co ROG NOx SOx PM;o PM.s
Daily Operations (Soccer practices during
weekdays and games during weekends) 11.96 3.61 19.32 0.65 2.1 1.74
SCAQMD Significance Threshold® 550 55 55 150 150 ab
Exceed Threshold? No No No No No No

Assumptions: 312 vehicle trips per day (three scheduled soccer/football games per field per day).
@ Source: SCAQMD, 2012a

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. Significant With Significant
Potortiat impeets Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

b)  Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air X
quality violation?

The proposed project will generate air pollutant emissions during construction and operations primarily as
a result of vehicle exhaust. These emissions will not exceed SCAQMD significance thresholds or
ambient air quality standards. National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) have been established
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO;), ozone
{Oa), sulfur dioxide (SO,), particulate matter (PM;o and PM, ) and lead. A summary of ambient air quality
for the Sylmar area (east San Fernando Valley) is provided in Table 5.
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Table 5. Summary of Ambient Air Quality in the Sylmar Area

Criteria Averaging Max. Concentration Reported
Pollutant Time NAAQS™ P 2010 2011
Carbon Monoxide 8-hour 9 ppm (10 mg/m’®) 2.4 ppm 2.37 ppm
1-hour 35 ppm (40 mg/m®) 3.0 ppm (not available)
Lead Quarterly 1.5 pg/m? (not monitored) [{not monitored}
Nitrogen Oxides 1 hour 100 ppb (0.100 ppm) 82.0 ppb 0.068 ppm
(FsaR0re & bk Annual 53.4 ppb (0.03 ppm) 241ppb | (not available)
Ozone® 8-hour 0.08 ppm (157 pg/ m?) 0.084 ppm 0.084 ppm
1-hour 0.12 ppm (235 pg/ m?) 0.111 ppm 0.120 ppm
Particulate Matter Annual 50 pg/m®® 29.6 pg/m’ 25 pg/m’
(measured as PM;o)°
State annual average 20 ug/m’® 29.6 ugim® 25 pg/im®
24-hour 150 pgim’ 51 ug/m? 60 pg/m®
Particulate Matter Annual 15 ugfm? 43.7 pg/m*® | (not available)
(measured as PM;¢)
24-hour 66 pug/m® 21.5 ug/m? 47.8 pg/m®
Sulfur Oxides 1-hour 75 ppb (0.078 ppm) 14.9 ppb (not available)
{(measured as SO,)

Source: SCAQMD, 2012b and City of Los Angeles, 2012
a

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS): This primary standard reflects the levels of air quality necessary to
protect the health with an adequate margin of. Each state must attain the primary standards no later than three years after
the state implementation plan is approved by the USEPA.

National standards {other than ozone, particulate matter, and those based on annual averages or annual arithmetic mean)
are not to be exceeded more than once a year.

Concentration expressed first in units in which it was promulgated. Equivalent units given in parentheses are based upon
reference temperature of 25°C and a reference pressure of 760 mm of mercury. Most measurements of air quality are to
be corrected to a reference temperature of 25°C and a reference pressure of 760 mm of mercury (1,013.2

millibar); ppm in this table refers to ppm by volume, or micromoles of pollutant per mole of gas.

The ozone standard is attained when the highest eight hour concentration in a year, averaged over three years, is equal to
or less than the standard.

For PM,q, the 24 hour standard is attained when 99 percent of the daily concentrations, averaged over three years, are
equal to or less than the standard. The federal PM, average annual arithmetic mean (AAM) standard of 50 ug/m’was
revoked by USEPA in 2006.

For PMy 5, the 24-hour standard is attained when 98 percent of the daily concentrations, averaged over three years, are
equal to or less than the standard.

in 2011, ambient air quality in Sylmar exceeded the NAAQS for ozone and the State standard for
particulate matter (PM,g) (City of Los Angeles, 2012). In 2010, ozone and particulate matter (PM;, and
PM, s) standards were exceeded (SCAQMD, 2012 b).

The proposed project will not violate any air quality standard or result in an air quality violation. With the
exception of a 2005 violation issued by the SCAQMD for the swimming pool approximately 350 ft from the
proposed site (this condition has been corrected), there are no air quality violations applicable to the
existing park. Impacts to air quality from construction of the proposed project will be considered less than
significant.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than

" Significant With Significant
Fotential impacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment under an X
applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard (including releasing emissions that
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

The project area is located in the South Coast Air Basin and managed by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District. The area is classified as a non-attainment area for ozone precursors (reactive
organic compounds and nitrogen oxides) and particulate matter (PM;g and PM,s). The basin is
designated as a non-attainment area for Os; and particulate matter (PMy; and PM,s), and is in
maintenance for NO, and CO. The basin is in attainment status for sulfur oxides (SOx) and lead.

Two known projects planned within 1.0 mile of the project site at El Cariso Community Regional Park may
occur during the same time frame as the proposed project. Construction of the Media Arts Center at Los
Angeles Mission College (LAMC), as identified in its 2007 Master Plan, is ongoing and expected to
continue through August 2014. Construction of the Student Services Center at LAMC could also occur
during the same time as the proposed project. Based on the anticipated schedules, estimated air
pollutant emissions from the LAMC projects could overlap with the proposed project. It is possible that
the proposed project could overlap for 2 months with both LAMC projects and 7 months with the LAMC
Student Services Center construction. Building construction project emissions were added to emissions
from construction of the proposed project to determine cumulative emissions. Table 6 identifies the
estimated air pollutant emissions from the cumulative condition that could occur during construction of the
proposed project.

Table 6. Estimated Cumulative Air Pollutant Emissions During Construction of the
El Cariso Park Soccer/Football Fields, Playground and Improvements

Emissions (Ib/day)
Source co ROG NOx SOX PM;o

Iigm?annedla Arts Center (through August 15.02 18.72 10.37 0.00 315
;g%()) Student Services Center (through May 13.70 3117 2529 0.00 395
Proposed Project (playground, soccer/football 25.71 6.27 48.26 0.06 2.59
fields and park improvements construction
phase, worst case would be during demolition
and trenching)
Cumulative Emissions 64.43 56.16 83.92 0.08 9.69
SCAQMD Significance Threshold® 550 75 100 150 150

Exceed Threshold? No No No No No

? Reflects mitigated emissions (Source: LACCD, 2009)
® Source: SCAQMD, 2012a

CO = carbon monoxide SOy = sulfur oxides
ROG = reactive organic gases PM,q = particulate matter less than or equal to 10 microns in diameter
NOyx = nitrogen oxides PM, s = particulate matter less than or equal to 2.5 microns in diameter

As shown on Table 6, emissions of from cumulatively considerable air pollutant emissions generated by
the proposed project and other planned projects are considered less than significant.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than

. Significant With Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial X

pollutant concentrations?

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be located within an existing
park in use by the public. The proposed soccer/football fields would be located approximately 900 ft
south of the existing Head Start preschool building that is used during weekday mornings. The new
parking spaces for the project would be constructed approximately 100 ft southwest of single-family
residences on Simshaw Avenue. The nearest sensitive receptors are persons at the Head Start
preschool, park patrons, residents on Simshaw Avenue, and golfers adjacent to the park. These persons
could be exposed to construction dust during the earthwork activities associated with paving of the north
parking area. Los Angeles Mission College is approximately 975 ft south of the project site. Park patrons
and nearby sensitive receptors will not be expected to be exposed to substantial construction-related
pollutants from the proposed project. Impacts to sensitive receptors are considered less than significant.

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a X
substantial number of people?

Painting activities associated with construction of the playground, soccerfootball fields and park
improvements may result in temporary periods (i.e., approximately 3 months) of potentially objectionable
odors. No other activities will occur, and no materials or chemicals will be stored on-site, that will have
the potential to cause odor impacts during project activities at the site. Painting and asphalt laying
activities will not be expected to generate odors discernible to park patrons or other nearby sensitive
receptors. With the exception of asphalt laying and painting of road striping, no other objectionable odors
will occur at the existing Head Start preschool on the north side of EI Cariso Community Regional Park.
Construction equipment and vehicles would not emit objectionable odors. The public will be temporarily
restricted from access to the construction zone during the construction phase. Therefore, adverse odor
impacts affecting a substantial number of people will not be expected. Impacts from cdors would be
considered less than significant.

IV. Biological Resources

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications, on
any species identified as a candidate, X
sensitive, or special status species in local or
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Game
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

A review of the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) California Natural Diversity Database
(CNDDB) indicates that seven species of concern and one biotic community2 of regional importance have
been recorded within approximately one mile of the project site. As shown on Table 7, three of the
species recorded in the project area have formal protection under the federal Endangered Species Act
and the California Endangered Species Act of 1984. The playground, soccer/football fields and
associated project improvements will be constructed entirely within the fully landscaped park (a

2 A biotic community is a group of interdependent living organisms inhabiting the same region and interacting with
each other.
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previously disturbed area) where no native biotic communities remain. Due to lack of habitat, the seven
species of concern are absent from the project area.

Table 7. CNDDB Species Recorded in the Project Vicinity

No. | Commeon Name | Scientific Name ] Federal Status I State Status
Plants

1 Slender-horned spineflower Dodecahema leptoceras Endangered Endangered

2 Greata's aster Symphyotrichum greatae None None

3 Davidson's bush-mallow Malacothamnus davidsonii None None

4 Nevin's barberry Berberis nevinii Endangered Endangered
Birds

5 I Western yellow-billed cuckoo ‘ Coccyzus americanus occidentalis [ Candidate J Endangered
Reptiles

6 | Coastal western whiptail | Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri ‘ None | None
Mammals

7 I Hoary bat ’ Lasiurus cinereus | None | None

Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest, a biotic community of regional importance, occurs only within
Little Tujunga Wash which is over approximately 1.25 miles from the site. Due to the entirely landscaped
grounds, this plant community is not found within El Cariso Community Regional Park.

The proposed site for the playground, soccer/football fields and associated project improvements was
surveyed for this project by a biologist on November 2, 2010. Neither direct sightings nor indirect
evidence of species considered sensitive by the State of California, and no Federal- or State-listed
threatened or endangered species, were observed in the vicinity of the proposed site or will be expected
to inhabit the project site or surrounding area.

Vegetation on the project site is entirely landscaped with grass lawns and predominantly non-native
ornamental plantings. El Cariso Park is noted for its many non-native gum (Eucalyptus sp.) and Aleppo
pine (Pinus halepensis) trees, many of which are mature specimens.

Wildlife observed at the site included: Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), black phoebe (Sayomis
nigricans), and yellow-rumped warblers (Dendroica coronata). Flocks of crows (Corvus brachyrhyncos)
were foraging on the ground in the area where the playground would be constructed. Raven (Corax
corax) and Nuttall's woodpecker (Picoides nuttallii) is also expected in the park. No owl pellets,
whitewash on tree limbs, or feathers from either owl species commeon in this part of the San Fernando
Valley (great horned owl [Bubo virginianus] or barn owl [Tyto alba]) were found on the project site. Red-
tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) may forage or nest in the area.

Impacts to biological resources from construction and operation of the proposed project will not adversely
affect listed and sensitive species. The construction of the proposed full-sized soccer/football field would
require the removal of one eucalyptus tree and relocation of one sweet gum tree. Addition of a new
roadway from the existing pool parking lot to the new soccer/football fields may result in removal of two
existing eucalyptus trees (Figure 3). The proposed project will result in removal of a maximum of three
non-native trees for construction of the soccer/football fields and new roadway; one other non-native tree
would be relocated to another location within the park. All trees to be removed will be replaced with
California sycamore (minimum size: 5-ft box). Trees to be removed or replaced are not listed by State of
federal agencies. Direct and indirect impacts to listed or sensitive species of plants and animals are
considered less than significant.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than

. Significant With Significant
Patential Impacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

b)  Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural X
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, and regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

The project site does not contain riparian habitat or any other sensitive natural community identified by
the California Department of Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The proposed site for
the playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements is an existing community park that does not
contain any watercourses or native habitat. The nearest watercourse is Pacoima Wash, approximately
0.6 mile from the project site. Impacts to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities will not
occur.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on
federally protected wetlands as defined by bs
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal,
filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

There are no federally protected wetlands on the project site or within one mile of the proposed site for
the playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements (Track Info Services, 2008). The proposed
project will not result in physical modifications or placement of facilities in, or adjacent to, wetlands.
Therefore, impacts to federally-protected wetlands will not occur.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native X
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

The proposed construction of the playground, soccer/football fields, utility connections, roadways and
other improvements will occur on previously disturbed ground. The proposed site does not contain any
native wildlife nursery sites.

Migratory nongame native bird species are protected by international treaty under the Federal Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (50 C.F.R. Section10.13). Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 of the
California Fish and Game Code prohibit take of all birds and their active nests including raptors and other
migratory nongame birds (as listed under the Federal MBTA).

The proposed project would result in the removal of one eucalyptus tree and the relocation of one
sweetgum tree elsewhere in the park for construction of full-sized soccer/football field. The eucalyptus to
be removed would be replaced with a California sycamore tree (minimum size: 5-ft box). Although the
tree to be removed may provide nesting habitat for native migratory birds, removal of this tree would not
substantially interfere with the movement of any native resident or migratory wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites. This is because there would be no change to the remaining stands of mature trees located
elsewhere within the park. However, to avoid potential impacts from interference with nesting and rearing
chicks by native migratory birds, the following mitigation measures will be implemented:
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= Bio 1. The County of Los Angeles will ensure that removal of the eucalyptus tree (for soccer field
construction) in which migratory birds, including raptors, could nest is avoided during the recognized
nesting season (March 1 through August 31 for birds; as early as January 1 for some species of
raptors).

= Bio 2. In the event that the eucalyptus tree that could support migratory birds and raptors must be
removed (for soccer field construction) from March 1 through August 31, the County of Los Angeles
will ensure that a qualified biologist conducts a migrafory nesting bird survey to ensure that tree
removal does not impact any acfive nests. Any nests identified shall be flagged and a buffer zone
around the nest established to restrict construction and/or grading until nesting is completed (see
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for additional details).

In the event that the Los Angeles County DPR elects to construct a new roadway to connect the existing
pool parking lot to the new soccer/football fields and the gymnasium/community building parking lot, two
existing eucalyptus trees may be removed for construction of the new roadway. Each of the two trees to
be removed would be replaced with a California sycamore tree (minimum size: 5-ft box). Although the
trees to be removed may provide nesting habitat for native migratory birds, removal of these trees would
not substantially interfere with the movement of any native resident or migratory wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites. This is because there would be no change to the remaining stands of mature trees located
elsewhere within the park. However, to avoid potential impacts from interference with nesting and rearing
chicks by native migratery birds, the following mitigation measures will be implemented:

= Bio 3. The County of Los Angeles will ensure that removal of the two eucalypius trees (for
construction of the new roadway) in which migrafory birds, inciuding raptors, could nest is avoided
during the recognized nesting season (March 1 through August 31 for birds; as early as January 1 for
some species of raptors).

= Bio 4. In the event that the two eucalyptus trees that could support migratory birds and raptors must
be removed (for construction of the new roadway) from March 1 through August 31, the County of
Los Angeles will ensure that a qualified biologist conducts a migratory nesting bird survey to ensure
that tree removal does not impact any active nests. Any nests identified shall be flagged and a buffer
zone around the nest established fto restrict construction and/or grading until nesting is completed
(see Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for additional details).

Bats, another migratory wildlife species, are considered non-game mammals and are afforded protection
by state law from take and/or harassment (Fish and Game Code Section 4150, California Code of
Regulations, Section 251.1). Several bat species are also considered California Species of Special
Concern (CSC) and meet the CEQA definition of rare, threatened or endangered species (CEQA
Guidelines 15065). Take of CSC could require a mandatory finding of significance by the Lead Agency,
(CEQA Guidelines 15065). Direct loss of bats could result from removal of trees and/or structures that
may provide maternity roost habitat (e.g., in cavities or under loose bark).

The proposed project would result in demolition of two existing restrooms. These wooden structures lack
joints, open seams, crevices or flat surfaces suitable for bat roosting areas. No sign or evidence of bats
was found at the restroom structures. It is presumable that night lighting of the baseball field offers a
foraging area for bats to feed on insects. To avoid potential impacts to bats that may roost in eucalyptus
trees, the following mitigation measures will be implemented:

s Bio 5. To the extent feasible, the County of Los Angeles will ensure that removal of trees is avoided
during the recognized maternity roosting season for bats (March 1 through September 30).

= Bjo 6. In the event that trees must be removed during the maternity season for bats, the County of
Los Angeles will ensure that a qualified bat specialist conducts a pre-construction survey to
determine if trees proposed for removal provides hibernacula or nursery colony roosting habitat for
bats. All tfrees identified as potentially supporting an active maternity roost will be inspected and left in
place until the end of the maternity season. Demolition and monitoring activities will be documented
and reports submitted to the County of Los Angeles (see Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program for additional details).
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The proposed project will not substantially interfere with the movement of any native resident or migratory
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites. With implementation of the above mitigation measures, impacts from
interference with nesting and rearing chicks by native migratory birds, and roosting maternity activities by
bats, would be avoided and are considered less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. Significant With Significant
Polelnpact Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

e)  Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a X
tree preservation policy or ordinance?

The proposed project will not require the removal or relocation of any trees within the park that are
subject to local preservation policies or ordinances. Although not protected under any County of Los
Angeles policy or ordinance, Western sycamore (Plantanus racemosa) trees are protected under the City
of Los Angeles Native Tree Protection Ordinance. The proposed project would not result in the need to
remove or relocate any Western sycamore trees. The County of Los Angeles is not required to comply
with this city ordinance. The County of Los Angeles would replace trees that are removed with California
sycamore trees (minimum size: 5-ft box). Therefore, impacts to native trees would be considered less
than significant.

f) Conflict with the provision of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural X
Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

The proposed project is not located in the planning area of any Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural
Community Conservation Plan. The project site is not located within or near any Los Angeles County
Significant Ecological Area (SEA). The proposed project will not conflict with any adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan. Therefore, there will be no impact to approved habitat conservation plans.

V. Cultural Resources

Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a histerical resource as X
defined in § 15064.5?

The nearest known cultural resource, a historic lime kiln possibly associated with the San Fernando
Mission, is located over 0.5 mile from the site (SWCA, 2008a; See Appendix B). The park is not listed on
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). A stone plaque (on the south side of the park)
dedicated to the firefighters who lost their lives in the Loop Fire was dedicated in 1996 and is not a
historic resource. There are no features on the property that are considered historic. The proposed
project does not include demolition of any structures that were constructed prior to 1962. Therefore, the
proposed project will not result in any adverse change to historical resources and no impact will result.

b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource X
pursuant to § 15064.57

An archaeological investigation of the proposed site for the playground, soccer/football fields and park
improvements was conducted in January 2011 (see Appendix B). No prehistoric or historic archaeological
resources or historic-era built-environment resources were identified during the survey. Based on a
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review of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File obtained in December
2011, there are no Native American cultural resources or sacred sites that are expected to be impacted
by the proposed project.

The site is underlain by artificial fill overlying Pleistocene Age alluvial fan deposits generally consisting of
unconsolidated sand, silt, clay, and gravel. Artificial fill was observed to a maximum depth of 2 feet below
existing ground surface (Geocon, 2010). The project area has a low sensitivity for encountering buried
archaeological resources.

The NAHC has identified eight culturally-affiliated Native American contacts that may have knowledge of
cultural resources in the project area. In January 2011, letters and email messages were sent to each of
these contacts to notify them of the proposed construction of the soccer fields and universally accessible
playground at El Cariso Community Regional Park. No responses have been received to date. No
specific resources were identified as a result of the Sacred Lands File Search, Native American
Coordination, or cultural resources survey.

Although no archaeological resources were identified within or immediately adjacent to the project area
and the results of the archaeological survey were negative, the proposed project has a potential to
encounter subsurface archaeolegical material due to the need for intrusive ground disturbance
associated with the clearing, grubbing and grading for the soccer/football fields and other improvements
(maximum excavation to 6 feet below surface for all project features). To avoid potential impacts to
archaeological resources that may be buried beneath the project area, the County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works will implement the following mitigation measures:

= Cultural 1. Before initiation of ground-disturbing activities, a qualified archaeologist will conduct an
awareness training session for all construction workers and supervisory personnel. The training
session would explain the importance of, and legal basis for, the protection of significant
archaeological resources. Each worker would also learn the proper procedures to follow in the event
cultural resources or human remains/burials are uncovered during ground-disturbing activities. These
procedures include work curtailment or redirection and the immediate contact of their supervisor. It is
recommended that this worker education session include visuals of artifacts (prehistoric and historic)
that might be found in the project vicinity, and that it take place on-site immediately before the start of
ground disturbance.

s Culftural 2. All excavation in native soif or below 5 ft below ground surface (bgs) will be monitored by
a qualified archaeclogist that meets Secretary of the Interior's standards. The monitor will attend the
pre-grading meeting(s) with contractors to explain and coordinate requirements and procedures.

= Cultural 3. In the event any archaeological materials or subsurface deposits are exposed during
ground disturbance, the construction contractor will immediately cease activity in the affected area
(e.q., redirect activities into another area) until the discovery can be evaluated by a qualified
archaeologist or historic resources specialist, as appropriate, and appropriate treatment measures
implemented. If the discovery proves to be significant in accordance with CEQA Section 21083.2(g),
additional work such as testing or data recovery will occur. The methods used during monitoring
and/or recovery of archaeological resources shall be documented in a report of findings.

With incorporation of these mitigation measures, impacts to archaeological resources are considered less
than significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
: Significant With Significant
PeieninlinERets Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site of unique X
geologic feature?

According to published geologic mapping, ElI Cariso Community Regional Park is mostly underlain by
Quaternary older alluvium of Pleistocene age (1.8 million years ago [Ma] to 10,000 years before present

26



[BP]) consisting of fine to coarse-grained unconsolidated to moderately consolidated sand and
gravel. Numerous fossil localities in Pleistocene-age alluvial and fluvial deposits throughout southern
California have yielded fossilized terrestrial vertebrates such as mammoths, mastodons, ground sloths,
dire wolves, short-faced bears, saber-toothed cats, horses, camels, and bison. Within the vicinity of the
project area, at least four vertebrate fossil localities have been previously recorded within older
Quaternary deposits and fill, including mastodon, bison, mammoth and horse fossils (SWCA,
2008b). Therefore, older alluvium present within the project area is determined to have a high
paleontological sensitivity.

The site is underlain by artificial fill overlying Pleistocene Age alluvial fan deposits generally consisting of
unconsolidated sand, silt, clay, and gravel. Artificial fill was observed to a maximum depth of 2 feet below
existing ground surface (Geocon, 2010). Artificial fill is the result of human construction and is
considered to have a low paleontological sensitivity because of the loss of associated sedimentological
and positional data that results during the movement of the sediments. Due to the presence of older
alluvium beneath artificial fill, the project site is considered to have a paleontological sensitivity from low
to high (increasing with depth) (SWCA, 2008b).

Destruction of fossils as a result of human-caused ground disturbance has a significant cumulative
impact, as it makes biological records of ancient life permanently unavailable for study by scientists. To
avoid potential impacts to nonrenewable paleontological resources, the County of Los Angeles will
implement the following mitigation measures during construction activities:

= Cultural 4. All project-related ground disturbances in native soil or below 5 ft bgs will be monitored
by a qualified paleontological monitor on a full-time basis. A qualified paleontologist will be retained
to supervise monitoring of consitruction excavations. Excavations in artificial fill (from ground surface
lo a depth of 2 ft beneath ground surface) will not require a paleontological monitor.

= Cultural 5. In the event paleontological resources are encountered during earthwork, the
construction crew will immediately cease activity in the affected area (e.g., divert grading away from
exposed fossils and redirect activities into another area) until the resources can be evaluated by a
qualified paleontologist, and the appropriate freatment measures implemented. The paleontologist
will determine If the paleontological material should be salvaged, identified and permanently
preserved. Recovered fossils will be prepared to the point of curation, identified by qualified experts,
listed in a museum database to facilitate analysis, and reposited in a designated paleontological
curation facility (e.g., Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History).

With incorporation of these mitigation measures, impacts to nonrenewable paleontologic resources are
considered less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
i Significant With Significant
SR Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
d)  Disturb any human remains, including those
interred outside of formal cemeteries? X

The proposed project is not expected to encounter any human remains as a result of earthmoving
activities. The project area is not otherwise known to be a previous cemetery or burial site. Therefore,
the probability of encountering human remains during project construction is unlikely. To avoid potential
impacts to human remains that may be buried beneath the surface in the work area, the County of Los
Angeles Department of Public Works will implement the following mitigation measure:

= Culftural 6. In the event human remains are encountered during project construction, the
construction crew will immediately cease activity in the affected area and the Los Angeles County
Coroner shall be immediately confacted to determine whether or not investigation of the cause of
death is required. The Coroner shall make a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to
Fublic Resources Code Section 5097.98, California Government Code § 27491 and Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5. In the event the remains are Native American in origin, the Native
American Heritage Commission shall be contacted to determine necessary procedures for protection
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and preservation of remains, including reburial, as provided in the CEQA Guidelines, Section
15064.5(e).

With incorporation of this mitigation measure, impacts to human remains are considered less than
significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
. Significant With Significant
Pateniial lrpacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated

VI.  Geology and Soils

Would the project:

a)  Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk
of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the X
State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault?
Refer to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

The site is located approximately 0.8 miles southwest of the San Gabriel Mountains in the northeastern
perimeter of the San Fernando Valley (CTL Environmental Services, 2008a). The San Fernando Valley
is part of the Peninsular Ranges which are characterized by northwest trending mountain ranges
bounded by northwest trending faults (Koury Geotechnical Services, Inc., 2008). The San Gabriel
Mountains are bound to the south by the Sierra Madre-Cucamonga fault and to the north by the San
Andreas fault (Koury Geotechnical Services, Inc., 2008).

The project site is not located within a currently established Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone for
surface fault rupture hazards. No active or potentially active faults with the potential for surface fault
rupture are known to pass directly beneath the site. Therefore, the potential for surface rupture due to
faulting occurring beneath the site during the design life of the proposed project is considered low
{Geocon West, 2010).

The closest surface trace of an active fault to the site is the San Fernando Fault located approximately
3,300 feet south of the site. Other nearby active faults are the Olive View Fault, the San Gabriel Fault, the
Verdugo Fault, the Northridge Fault and the Sierra Madre Fault located approximately 0.9 mile west, 3.0
miles northeast, 3.8 miles south, 6.0 miles south-southwest and 7.2 miles southeast of the site,
respectively. The active San Andreas Fault Zone is located approximately 22 miles northeast of the site.
The closest potentially active fault to the site is the Santa Susana Fault located approximately 4.6 miles
west of the site. Other nearby potentially active faults is the Holser Fault and the Simi Fault located
approximately 12.5 miles northwest and 15 miles west of the site, respectively (Geocon West, 2010).

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be designed and constructed
to resist damage from an earthquake, and will conform to the appropriate Earthquake Design Regulations
of Chapter 16, Section 1613, of the California Building Code. Therefore, the potential impact from rupture
of an earthquake fault is considered less than significant.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? X

Ground shaking from earthquakes associated with nearby and distant faults may occur during the lifetime
of the project. Because earthquake-related hazards cannot be avoided in the southern California region,
the project site could be subjected to strong seismic ground shaking.
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The site could be subjected to moderate to severe ground shaking in the event of a major earthquake on
any of the faults referenced above or other faults in Southern California. With respect to seismic shaking,
the site is considered comparable to the surrounding developed area (Geocon West, 2010).

The proposed park improvements will be designed and constructed to resist damage from an earthquake
in accordance with site-specific design criteria derived from the 2007 California Building Code (Geocon
West, 2010). Therefore, the potential impact from seismic ground shaking is considered less than
significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
; Significant With Significant
Peteriialimpacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
iii)  Seismic-related ground failure, including X
liguefaction?

Liquefaction occurs when loose sand and silt that is saturated with water can behave like a liquid when
shaken by an earthquake (USGS, 2008). For liguefaction to occur, there must be: (1) loose, granular
sediment; (2) saturation of the sediment by ground water; and, (3) strong shaking (USGS, 2008).

According to the State of California Seismic Hazards Zones Map, the site does not lie within a liquefaction
hazard zone. Because there is no high groundwater table that could contribute to liquefaction at the site,
liguefaction is not a potential problem on the site (Koury Geotechnical Services, Inc., 2008).

Based on a review of the County of Los Angeles Seismic Safety Element and the City of Los Angeles
Seismic Safety Element (1996), the site is not located within an area identified as having a potential for
liquefaction. The historically highest groundwater in the area is in excess of 110 feet beneath the ground
surface and groundwater was not encountered during 2010 site explorations drilled to a maximum depth
of 15.5 feet beneath the existing ground surface. Based on these considerations, the potential for
liqguefaction of the site soils is very low. Further, no surface manifestations of liquefaction would be
expected at the project site (Geocon West, 2010). Therefore, the impact from seismic ground failure is
considered to be less than significant.

iv)  Landslides? X

The project site is generally flat, and is not located in a landslide hazard zone on the State of California
Seismic Hazards Zones Map (Koury Geotechnical Services, Inc., 2008; County of Los Angeles, 2008).

According to the Los Angeles County Seismic Safety Element, the site is not within an area identified as
having a potential for slope instability. Additionally, according to the California Geological Survey (1998),
the site is not located within an area identified as having a potential for seismic slope instability. There are
no known landslides near the site, nor is the site in the path of any known or potential landslides. The
potential for a landslide would not be considered a hazard to the proposed project (Geocon West, 2010).
For these reasons, the impact from landslides is considered less than significant.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss
of topsail? X

The proposed project will result in removal of topsoil from the site during construction. To prevent or
minimize the potential for erosion and loss of topscil during construction, the following requirements will
be included in plans and specifications:

= Standard erosion control measures such as scheduling, preservation of existing vegetation, use of
soil binders/straw mulch and storm drain protection will be implemented during any ground disturbing
activities (e.g., excavation and/or grading operations).

s Apny fopsoil removed from the site will be placed in the immediale area of the site and used for re-
compaction purposes.

= For excavations that occur during the rainy season (November through April), installation of berms,
plastic sheeting will be utilized.
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= Farthwork will be planned and conducted in such a manner as to minimize the duration of exposure
of unprotected solils.

= Earthwork will be conducted using best management practices such as, but not limited to, single point
construction entries, fo minimize erosion during construction.

= [In order to minimize soil loss, earthwork will include watering for dust control.

s Grass and other landscaping will be reestablished in the disturbed areas immediately after
construction is completed, thereby reducing the potential for erosion.

With incorporation of these project requirements, impacts from substantial soil erosion and loss of topsoil
are considered less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
; Significant With Significant
Felentiat lmpacts Impact Mitigation Impact No Impact
Incorporated
c) Be located on a geological unit or soil that is X

unstable, or that would become unstable as
a result of the project, and potentially result in
on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

The site is in the San Fernando Valley along the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains. The site is
underlain by alluvial sediments of Quaternary age consisting of unconsolidated alluvial deposits of sand
and gravel from major stream channels. During the geotechnical investigation, fill was encountered in the
soil borings up to 6 feet in depth overlaying the alluvium. The alluvium extended to the total depth of the
soil borings (50 feet bgs) and consists of sandy, gravelly material (Koury Geotechnical Services, Inc.,
2008).

An updated geotechnical investigation conducted in 2012 (Geocon West, 2012; Appendix C) included
specific recommendations for grading, shrinkage, foundation and lateral design, settlement, concrete
slabs-on-grade, pavements, storm water infiltration, temporary excavation, surface drainage and plan
review. These recommendations will be incorporated into design plans for the proposed project.

As discussed in Sections VI1.a)(iii} and (iv), the project site is not within a known liquefaction area or an
area prone to landslides. In addition, groundwater was not encountered within25.5 feet bgs during the
2012 geotechnical investigation at the site, which would contribute to liquefaction. The site is not located
on a geological unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a resuit of the project, and
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse.
Impacts to geologic resources are considered less than significant.

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in X
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994), creating substantial risks to life or
property?

Soils on the proposed site have an expansion index of between 6 and 9 (Geocon West, 2010), which
corresponds to the “very low” expansion (E<20) category in accordance with Table 18A-I-B of the 2001
California Building Code. Therefore, impacts from expansive soils are considered less than significant.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or X
alternative wastewater disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater?

El Cariso Community Regional Park is serviced by the City of Los Angeles sewer system (DPR, 2008).
The proposed project will not include any requirement for use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
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disposal systems. Therefore, the proposed project will not result in an impact on soils from the use of
septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems.

VIl. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Greenhouse gases consist of water vapor, ozone, aerosols, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide,
chlorofluorocarbons, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulfur hexafluoride. Greenhouse gases
are calculated in emissions of three pollutants; carbon monoxide (CO;); methane (CH,); and, nitrous
oxides (N,O). Because other greenhouse gases represent a small fraction of emissions, a carbon
dioxide equivalent (CO.e) of the combined emissions of all greenhouse gases is computed to indicate the
anticipated amount of greenhouse gases from an activity. Greenhouse gas emissions are primarily
related to fossil fuel combustion for energy use. These are driven largely by economic growth and fuel
used for power generation, transportation, heating, and cooling.

Greenhouse gas emissions come from a variety of sources including carbon dioxide emissions from the
combustion of fossil fuels (i.e., automobile driving, electricity production, and industrial sources).
Transportation (38%) and electricity production (25% - both in-state and imported) combined make up
nearly two-thirds of greenhouse gas emissions in the state (State of California, 2009a).

GHGs have varying global warming potentials (GWP). The GWP is the potential of a gas to trap heat in
the atmosphere. The reference gas for GWP is CO,, which has a GWP of one. Methane has a GWP of
21, which means that it has a 21-times greater global warming effect than CO, on a mass basis. N,O has
a GWP of 310. The GWP of greenhouse gases are shown on Table 8.

Table 8. Global Warming Potential of Greenhouse Gases

Atmospheric Global Warming Potential
Gas Lifetime (yrs) (100 year time horizon)

Carbon Dicxide 50to 200 1

Methane 9to 15 21

Nitrous Oxide 120 310

HFC-23 264 11,700
HFC-134a 14.6 1,300
HFC-152a 1.5 140

PFC: Tetrafluoromethane (CF,) 50,000 6,500

PFC: Hexafluoromethane (C;Fg) 10,000 9,200

Sulfur Hexafluoride (SFg) 3,200 23,500

Source: Hendrix, 2008
HFC = hydroflurorocarbons
PFC = perflurorocarbons

Significance criteria for evaluating the impact of greenhouse gases have not been established at this
time. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4 allows the Lead Agency to have discretion to determine, in the
context of a particular project, whether to use a model or methodology to quantify greenhouse gas
emissions resulting from a project or to rely on a qualitative analysis or performance based standards.
When assessing the significance of impacts from greenhouse gas emissions on the environment, the
Lead Agency should consider: (a) the extent to which the project may increase or reduce greenhouse gas
emissions as compared to the environmental setting; (b) whether the project emissions exceeds a
threshold of significance that the Lead Agency determines applies to the project; and, (c) the extent to
which the project complies with regulations and requirements adopted to implement a statewide, regional
or local plan for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

Significance criteria for evaluating the impact of greenhouse gases have been proposed as follows:

The SCAQMD has proposed a screening level of 3,000 metric tons of CO, per year for commercial or
residential projects, below which project impacts would be considered less than significant. This
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screening level was developed to achieve the policy objective of capturing 90 percent of greenhouse
gas emissions from new development projects in the residential and commercial sectors.

The California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) has identified two potential
quantitative criteria for determining significance of GHG emissions from a project: (1) a 900 metric ton
annual threshold that corresponds to office projects of approximately 35,000 sq ft; and, (2) a 25,000
metric tons of CO; per year threshold applicable to emissions from approximately 1,400 residential
units.

Neither proposed threshold would be considered binding on Los Angeles County projects.

At this time, one agency has adopted a significance criterion for operational emissions of greenhouse
gases. On June 12, 2010, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District adopted an operational
threshold of 10,000 metric tons of CO; per year for stationary sources.

The County of Los Angeles has not yet developed its own quantitative significance thresholds for
greenhouse gases. In lieu of applicable significance criteria, the County will evaluate the proposed
project against the SCAQMD screening level of 3,000 metric tons of CO; per year. Although not directly
applicable to the proposed recreation project, this threshold is the most stringent of available thresholds
at this time (the proposed project could be compared to a commercial project in that it may generate daily
vehicular emissions of a similar nature). In addition, the County will also consider the extent to which the
project may increase or reduce greenhouse gas emissions as compared to the environmental setting,
and, the extent to which the project complies with regulations and requirements adopted to implement a
statewide, regional or local plan for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

CEQA requires that lead agencies inform decision-makers and the public about potentially significant
environmental impacts of proposed projects. While linking the projected greenhouse gas emissions of a
project to a direct influence on climate change would be considered only speculative at this time,
conclusions of significance must be based on scientific and factual data. Climate change, as it relates to
man-made greenhouse gas emissions, is by nature a global and cumulative impact. According to the
Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP), in its paper titled Alternative Approaches to Analyzing
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Global Climate Change in CEQA Documents (Hendrix and Wilson,
2007), “an individual project does not generate enough greenhouse gas emissions to significantly
influence global climate change. Global climate change is a cumulative impact; a project participates in
this potential impact through its incremental contribution combined with the cumulative increase of all
other sources of greenhouse gases.”

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a X
significant impact on the environment, based
on any applicable threshold of significance?

Greenhouse gases are calculated in emissions of three pollutants: carbon monoxide (CO,); methane
(CH.); and, nitrous oxides (N,O). Because other greenhouse gases represent only a small fraction of
emissions, a carbon dioxide equivalent (COe) of the combined emissions of all greenhouse gases is
computed to indicate the anticipated amount of greenhouse gases from an activity. The total COse is
calculated by multiplying the amount of each greenhouse gas emitted from the project by its global
warming potential (shown on Table 8) and adding each gas value to derive a total.

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will result in emissions of
greenhouse gases during its 15-month construction and long-term operation. Construction emissions of
greenhouse gases expected during each phase of construction are provided in Table 9.
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Table 9. Estimated Construction-Related Greenhouse Gas Emissions from the Proposed Project

Emissions (Metric Tons Per Year)
Construction Phase Duration CO, CH, N.O CO.e
Demoilition and Trenching 3 months 153.40 0.02 0.00 154.97
Mass Grading 6 months 437.20 0.03 0.01 441.21
Paving (Parking and Paths) 3 months 53.10 0.01 0.00 53.73
Total Emissions 643.70 0.05 0.02 649.91
Emissions would be generated by construction equipment (i.e., tractors, loaders, backhoes) and construction worker vehicles).
There is no anticipated overlap of these construction phases during the 12- to 15-month construction period.

CO; = carbon dioxide
CH, = methane

N,Q = nitrous oxides

One metric ton equals 2,204.6 Ibs

COze = carbon dioxide equivalent of combined emissions of all GHG. The COz-equivalent
emission of each GHG the emission rate multiplied by its corresponding global
warming potential (GWP).

The SCAQMD advises that construction-related emissions of greenhouse gases should be amortized
over the life of the project, which is estimated at 30 years. The annual CO; construction emissions from
the proposed project (shown in Table 9) amortized throughout the 30-year life of the project yields 21.66
tons of COe per year.

Operation of the proposed project will result in air pollutant emissions from vehicular traffic by park
patrons attending scheduled events at the soccer/football fields. Greenhouse gas emissions from annual
operations are summarized on Table 10. Because emissions are below the 900-metric ton threshold
selected for comparison, greenhouse gas emissions from construction of the proposed project are
considered to be less than significant.

Table 10. Estimated Operational Greenhouse Gas Emissions from the Proposed Project

Emissions (Metric Tons Per Year)

Source CO, CH, N0 CO.e
Daily Operations (Weekday soccer practices and
weekend soccer games)

CO, = carbon dioxide
CH4 = methane
by its
N»O = nitrous oxides
One metric ton equals 2,204.6 |bs

339.72 0.02 0.01 342.85

COse = carbon dioxide equivalent of combined emissions of all GHG.
The COz-equivalent emission of each GHG the emission rate multiplied

corresponding global warming potential (GWP).

In addition to vehicular emissions of greenhouse gases, the project will result in emissions associated
with energy consumption (electricity for lighting). The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and
park improvements would be designed with energy efficient fixtures to the maximum extent feasible.

There are no quantitative significance thresholds for greenhouse gases that are binding on the County of
Los Angeles at this time. The proposed project will generate CO, emissions below the 7,000 metric ton
significance threshold proposed by the ARB for construction and transportation emissions. In
consideration of the various proposed criteria (e.g., absence of directly applicable criteria), and although
the proposed project is below the applicable building size, the County of Los Angeles has elected to
compare project GHG emissions to the SCAQMD screening level of 3,000 metric tons of CO, per year for
commercial projects. This threshold is the most applicable and stringent of available thresholds at this
time. The contemplated use of the proposed soccer/football fields, playgrounds and associated park
improvements is most similar, and can be compared, to this type of use.

Long-term operational emissions of greenhouse gases from the proposed project are not expected to
significantly influence global climate change. Although there is no directly applicable threshold of
significance, the SCAQMD screening level of 3,000 metric tons of CO, per year was used for comparison.
It is unlikely that emissions from the project, approximately 343 metric tons of CO,, would directly affect
global climate change. Because emissions are below the 3,000 metric ton threshold selected for
comparison, greenhouse gas emissions from operation of the proposed project are considered to be less
than significant.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy or
regulation of an agency adopted for the X
purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

In accordance with the County of Los Angeles Energy and Environmental Policy (the only applicable plan,
policy or regulation adopted and applicable to this project at this time), the proposed project will be
designed to incorporate sustainable energy efficient features, to the maximum extent feasible.

The proposed new playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be greater than 10,000
square feet in size which is the County threshold for meeting or exceeding the U.S. Green Building
Council (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver standard in new County
owned and operated facilities. The design of the playground, soccer/football fields and associated park
improvements will take into consideration: construction activity pollution prevention; selection of building
materials; alternative transportation; maximizing open space; stormwater design; water efficient
landscaping; water use reduction; energy efficiency; and, waste reduction (i.e., recycling). The new
playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will implement Energy and Water Efficiency by
requiring use of low energy lighting fixtures and water-efficient landscaping. Environmental Stewardship
will be met by implementing a recycling program into the daily operations of the new park facilities. Public
Outreach will be achieved by providing readily available literature informing community residents of local
utility energy conservation programs. These efforts are expected to reduce the proposed project’s
anticipated contributions to global climate change. With incorporation of energy efficiency features,
carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions will be reduced.  The project will not conflict with the County of Los
Angeles Energy and Environmental Policy which has been adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases.

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will generate greenhouse gas
emissions that are considered less than significant. Construction-related emissions of greenhouse gases
will be a temporary condition. Long-term operational emissions of greenhouse gases from the proposed
project will not significantly influence global climate change. The proposed project will have an
incremental contribution combined with the cumulative increase of all other sources of greenhouse
gases. Therefore, the project will not conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation of an agency
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases.

The proposed project would generate construction-related greenhouse gases at the same time as other
construction projects in the area. The other projects in the area with planned construction that could
occur at the same time as the proposed project are within El Cariso Community Regional Park and at Los
Angeles Mission College. Emissions of construction-related greenhouse gases from the proposed
project and construction projects, amortized over the 30-year life of these projects, are shown on Table
11.

Table 11. Estimated Cumulative Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Proposed Project Construction

COe
(metric tons
Source per year)
Los Angeles Mission College East Campus Projects (2012)® 124.40
Proposed Project (playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements construction phase) 649.91
Cumulative Emissions 773.31

# Source: LACCD, 2009a

The cumulative CO; emissions that would be generated at the same time as the proposed project would
be below the 7,000 metric ton significance threshold proposed by the ARB for construction and
transportation emissions. Although there is no directly applicable threshold of significance, the CAPCOA
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900 metric ton threshold was used for comparison. It is unlikely that cumulative emissions from the
project, approximately 773 metric tons of CO,, would directly affect global climate change. Because
emissions are below the 900-metric ton threshold selected for comparison, cumulative greenhouse gas
emissions from construction of the proposed project are considered to be less than significant.

The proposed project would generate operational greenhouse gases at the same time as other projects
in the area. Table 12 shows greenhouse gas emissions from annual operations of other projects.

Table 12. Estimated Cumulative GHG During Operation of the Proposed Project

Sontes (metric :Jg;eper year)
Los Angeles Mission College (2015)* 8,528.58
Proposed Project 342.85
Total Cumulative Emissions 8,871.43
Project's Contribution to Cumulative Emissions 1.74 %

# Source: LAMC, 2009a

Greenhouse gas emissions from Los Angeles Mission College represent annual operational emissions
expected in the year 2015. This emissions level exceeds the significance threshold for greenhouse gas
emissions as proposed by SCAQMD, CAPCOA and ARB. To reduce these emissions, the college will
implement mitigation measures that encompass alternative transportation, low emission vehicles,
ridesharing, and trip reduction planning. It is not expected that feasible mitigation exists that would
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from Los Angeles Mission College to a level below the significance
threshold. The contribution of the proposed project would contribute less than 4 percent of greenhouse
gas emissions in the cumulative condition. The impact of the proposed project's contribution to
greenhouse gases during the operational phase, therefore, is not considered cumulatively considerable.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
VIll. Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Would the project:
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous X
materials?

The proposed project will not involve any routine transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials. The
use and disposal of hazardous materials at the site will be limited to commercial solvents and cleaners for
normal maintenance activities. For this reason, the proposed project will not result in any impacts from
hazardous materials.

b)  Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through reasonably X
foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials
into the environment?

In 2008, a lead and asbestos survey was conducted at E| Cariso Regional Park. Asbestos was detected
in samples taken from Comfort Stations 5 and 8, Picnic Shelters 7, 8, 9, and 10, and roofing materials
within the park. There were no painted surfaces with detectable concentrations of lead above the lead
content established by Los Angeles County Department of Health Services found in any of the samples
tested (CTL Environmental Services, 2008b).
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The proposed project would require the demolition of Comfort Stations 5 and 6 (only concrete pads of
picnic shelters remain to be demolished). Because these buildings were found to contain asbestos (CTL
Environmental Services, 2008b), the following mitigation measures will be implemented as part of the
proposed project:

»  Hazards 1. Dry sawing, sanding, or drilling will be avoided for the areas that contain asbesfos. Areas
that are suspected to contain asbestos will be sampled and analyzed before demolition.

=  Hazards 2. Any damaged asbestos will be removed, repaired, encapsulated, or enclosed before any
demolition activities that may impact the material.

v  Hazards 3. Asbestos-containing material will be containerized and double-bagged for removal,
disposal or transport and will be conducted in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations
and/or guidance.

The potential for an unforeseen upset or accident involving asbestos as a hazardous material exists,
however, the impact from release of hazardous materials into the environment is considered less than
significant with implementation of avoidance measures identified herein. Mitigation measures for
management of asbestos-containing materials or residual chemicals that may be present in the soil will
be implemented to ensure that no hazardous material is released into the environment or creates a
hazard to the public.

Due to historical agricultural activities on the site (orchards until 1956), there is a potential for residual
pesticides, herbicides and heavy metals to be present in the soil (CTL Environmental Services, 2008a). It
is not known if substances that may be harmful to human health are present in the subsurface of the site,
and whether any such substances are above action levels to protect human health. The following
mitigation measure applicable to construction will be implemented as part of the proposed project:

»  Hazards 4. Subsurface soil sampling will be conducted to determine if residual chemicals associated
with historical agricultural activities are present in the soil and in concentrations above action levels.

»  Hazards 5. Soil remediation and/or worker protection measures will be implemented in the event that
subsurface soil sampling results indicate that residual chemicals associated with historical agricultural
activities are above action levels.

With the incorporation of mitigation measures, hazards to the public from the release of hazardous
materials into the environment are considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, X
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile
of an existing or proposed school?

Two schools are within 0.25 mile of the project site: the Head Start preschool is directly adjacent to the
north parking area on the north side of the park; and, Los Angeles Mission College (with a Child
Development Center) is approximately 975 ft south. Hubbard Street Elementary School (with the
adjoining Hubbard Street Early Education Center) is approximately 3,000 ft west. There are no schools
planned to be opened within 0.25 mile of the site within the next year (LAUSD, 2012).

The proposed project will not use or store hazardous substances in quantities that could result in a
significant hazard to the public. Therefore, an accidental explosion or release of toxic or hazardous
substances as a result of the proposed project will not be expected to occur near an existing or proposed
school. The impact of hazardous emissions from the proposed project is considered less than
significant.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

d) Be located on a site which is included on a
list of hazardous materials sites compiled X
pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

Section 65962.5(a)(4) requires that the State of California Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC) compile and update as appropriate, but at least annually, a list of all sites listed pursuant to
Section 25356 of the Health and Safety Code (HSC). HSC § 25356(b)(1) requires a listing of hazardous
substance release sites selected for, and subject to, a response action under this chapter. HSC §
25356(b)(2) requires DTSC to update the list of sites at least annually to reflect new information regarding
previously listed sites or the addition of new sites requiring response action. The implementing
regulations provide that sites may be listed pursuant to HSC § 25356 if: (a) they are not owned by the
Federal Government; and, (b) a release or threatened release of hazardous substances has heen
confirmed by on-site sampling.

The proposed site is not a listed hazardous materials site. Underground and aboveground storage tanks
are located at the El Cariso golf course southeast of the project site (CTL Environmental Services,
2008a). Los Angeles County obtained a hazardous waste generator identification number for the
disposal of oil-centaining waste from El Cariso Community Regional Park in 2006 (Track Info Services,
2008). This activity was associated with past construction activities at the park but not at the site of the
proposed project.

The DTSC list of sites that meet those criteria as well as the criteria in HSC § 25356(c), is reported in the
DTSC Envirostor database. A search of the DTSC Envirostor database was conducted on September
14, 2012 to identify properties that have had known releases of regulated substances, or which have had
histories involving the use, storage, treatment, generation, disposal, or handling of hazardous
substances. A review of this database did not reveal any DTSC sites located on or immediately adjacent
to the proposed site for the proposed soccer/football fields, playground and associated improvements to
El Cariso Community Regional Park. There are four contaminated properties reported within a distance
of approximately 1.0 mile of the site, as summarized on Table 13. With the exception of one leaking
underground fuel tank undergoing remediation, all contaminated sites have been closed. Because none
of these sites are within the immediate area of the proposed project, none of these contaminated sites
would create a significant hazard to the public or environment.

Table 13. Contaminated Properties in the Immediate Project Area

Distance from

No. Owner/Site Location Site Status
1 Mountain View 12831 Hubbard Street | 0.33 mi Proposed residential development was the site of a
Gated Villas Sylmar, CA 91342 northeast historic medical facility contaminated with fly ash from a

medical waste incinerator. Soil was contaminated by
arsenic, dioxin (as 2,3,7, 8-TCDD TEQ), lead, copper
compounds and furan. In 2000, DTSC entered into a
Voluntary Cleanup Agreement with Mountain View Gated
Villas to review and comment on a 2001 Preliminary
Endangerment Assessment (PEA) which determined no
further action needed. The Proponent wishes to use this
site for future residential development. A No Further Action
determination was issued by the State Water Resources
Control Board in April 2000. This LUST case has been
closed.
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Table 13. Contaminated Properties in the Inmediate Project Area (Cont’d)

No.

OwneriSite

Location

Distance from
Site

Status

13500 Hubbard Street
Sylmar, CA 91342

0.80 mi
southwest

Chevron Station
9-5063

Leaking underground gasoline storage tank discovered in
1994, soil affected. Work plan and quarterly reporting have
been completed through October 2010. This cleanup site
is an open case with interim remedial action occurring;
additional activities such as site characterization,
investigation, risk evaluation, and/or site conceptual
model development are ongoing at this time. The facility
is permitted by the City of Los Angeles.

Valley Crest 0.95 mi west

Tree Company

13745 Sayre Street
Sylmar, CA 91342

Leaking underground gasoline and diesel storage tanks
were discovered in 1998 and 2000 (soil affected). A site
assessment initiated in 2003. The State Water Resources
Control Board closed this case in April 2004.

13617 Foothill Blvd.
Sylmar, CA 91342

1.03 mi
southwest

ExxonMobil
#18-FJE

A leaking underground gasoline storage tank was
discovered in 1998, soil affected and the aquifer used for
drinking water was potentially affected. Groundwater was
pumped and treated from 2005 to 2008. A No Further
Action determination was issued by the State Water
Resources Control Board in September 2006. This LUST
case has been closed.

Sources: Envirostor, 2012 and Geotracker, 2012

adopted, within two miles of a public airport
or public use airport, would the project result
in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
e) For a project located within an airport land
use plan or, where such a plan has not been X

There are no airports located within two miles of the proposed project.

The closest public airport is

Whiteman Airport located approximately 3.8 miles south of the site. The proposed project area is not
within the planning boundary or airport influence area of Whiteman Airport (ALUC, 2004). The proposed
project will not result in any safety hazard for aircraft or interfere with operations or plans relating to this
public airport. Therefore, the proposed project will not result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area.

f)

For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project result in a safety
hazard for people residing or working in the
project area?

The proposed project is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip. The closest private airstrip to the site is
the Pacoima Dam Heliport approximately 1.5 miles northeast of the site. Other private use airports in the
project area are shown on Table 14. There will be no safety hazard or impacts to people working or
residing in the project area.
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Table 14. Private Airports in the Vicinity of El Cariso Community Regional Park

Distance
No. Name of Private Airstrip Location from Site
1 Pacoima Dam Heliport Pacoima Reservoir 1.5 miles
2 Merle Norman Cosmetics Heliport San Fernando Rd., Sylmar 2.6 miles
3 Spears Heliport 15853 Olden St, Sylmar 3.2 miles
4 Holy Cross Medical Center Heliport 15031 Rinaldi St., Mission Hills 3.4 miles
5 DWP Granada Hills Heliport Blucher Ave., Granada Hills 3.6 miles
Source: www airpert-data.com/airport/ M WHP/nearby-airports. html
Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
g)  Impair implementation of or physically
interfere with an adopted emergency X
response plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

The proposed project will not result in any interference with the Los Angeles County Operational Area
Emergency Response Plan, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health Emergency Preparedness
and Response Program). Street closures will not be required during project construction. All emergency
procedures will be implemented within local, state, and federal guidelines. Therefore, impacts to
emergency response or evacuation plans are considered less than significant.

h) Expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland X
fires, including where wildlands are adjacent
to urbanized areas or where residences are
intermixed with wildlands?

The proposed project site is not located within a Very High Fire Severity Zone (County of Los Angeles,
2008). The construction and operation of the proposed project will not result in any increase in the fire
hazard at or near the project site. Since the park lies at the base of the San Gabriel Mountains and near
the Angeles National Forest, there is potential for wildland fires in the vicinity, however, the proposed
project does not increase this risk of wildland fires. The proposed project will not result in any increase in
exposure of people or structures to risk from wildland fires. Therefore, the impact from wildland fires is
considered less than significant.

IX.  Hydrology and Water Quality

Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements? X

The proposed project consists of demolition and construction activities. The only waste discharge
requirements applicable to the project site will be identified as part of the Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Program (SWPPP) and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for
this project. With incorporation of best management practices for erosion control and storm water
management during construction, these activities will not be expected to violate any applicable water
quality standards or waste discharge requirements. No surface discharges during operation of the

39



proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will occur other than routine cleaning
and maintenance of the grounds which would be conducted to avoid discharge into storm drains.

There are no surface water bodies on the site (CTL Environmental Services, 2008a). Pacoima Wash,
approximately 0.6 mile east of the site and east of the El Cariso Golf Course, is a major tributary to the
Los Angeles River (LARWQCB, 2008). Construction activities will not extend outside of the park
boundaries or reach the wash.

As described in Section VI.(b), recommendations of the site-specific geotechnical investigation and
standard erosion control measures will be incorporated into project design and construction to prevent or
reduce impacts to water quality. Impacts to water quality standards or waste discharge requirements are
considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

b)  Substantially deplete groundwater supplies
or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that there would be a net
deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of local
groundwater table level (e.g., the production
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop
to a level which would not support existing
land uses or planned uses for which permits
have been granted)?

Sylmar is within the boundaries of the San Fernando Valley Groundwater Basin which is bounded on the
north and northwest by the Santa Susana Mountains, on the north and northeast by the San Gabriel
Mountains, on the east by the San Rafael Hills, on the south by the Santa Monica Mountains and Chalk
Hills, and on the west by the Simi Hills. The valley is drained by the Los Angeles River and its tributaries.
Precipitation in the San Fernando Valley ranges from 15 to 23 inches per year and averages about 17
inches (CDWR, 2004). Recharge of the basin is from a variety of sources. Spreading of imported water
and runoff occurs in the Pacocima, Tujunga, and Hansen Spreading Grounds. Runoff contains natural
stream flow from the surrounding mountains, precipitation falling on impervious areas, reclaimed
wastewater, and industrial discharges. Water flowing in surface washes infiltrates, particularly in the
eastern pertion of the basin (CDWR, 2004).

Results of the geotechnical investigation show that groundwater was not encountered at the site between
0 to 30 feet bgs, and that it is unlikely that groundwater will be encountered during park improvements
because historical groundwater depths place the aquifer at 150 feet bgs or deeper (Koury Geotechnical
Services, Inc., 2008). The earthwork associated with canstruction of the proposed park improvements
will be at a maximum depth of 6 feet bgs.

The City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power provides water to the community of Sylmar.
Water use will be limited to site watering for dust control during the construction period, and grounds
irrigation and visitor use during operations (drinking water and restrooms). The proposed project will
result in a new demand for water during operations over and above the current demand for water by the
existing park.  The playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be designed to
incorporate water efficient landscaping and water use reduction (i.e., water efficient fixtures). Water
consumption will increase during periods when the park is occupied with large crowds (i.e., soccer games
on weekends). [t is estimated that a maximum of 756 persons could be on the soccer/football fields
during the weekends. This would result in an increase in water consumption of approximately 7,560
gallons of water per day. In addition, water used for irrigation in the park will decrease because the
playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements would displace a portion of the irrigated
landscaped areas. The proposed project will not result in depletion of ground water supplies from the
basin or interference with groundwater recharge. The proposed park improvements will not be expected
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to substantially contribute to depletion of groundwater. Therefare, impacts to groundwater supplies are
considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including through X
the alteration of the course of a stream or
river, in a manner that would result in
substantial ercsion or siltation on- or off-site?

The proposed project will require design of adequate site drainage to accommodate the new playground,
soccer/football fields and park improvements as well as additional parking. The new park features would
not decrease the amount of existing open space. The new structures will be designed with adequate
drainage and storm water flow systems in accordance with applicable building engineering and design
codes. Design and construction of the project will incorporate the following requirements to prevent
erosion and siltation:

= All surface drainage will be directed away from proposed structures so that ponding of water is not
allowed.

= Erosion control measures such as scheduling, preservation of existing vegetation, use of soil
binders/straw muich and storm drain protection will be implemented during construction to minimize
the potential for sediment to be picked up and transported off-site, or by runoff.

= Construction equipment will not be rinsed off on-site in such a manner as to enter storm drains.
= Construction materials will be covered and stored in contained areas away from any drainage areas.

= Cleaning and maintenance procedures for the playground, soccer/football fields and park
improvements will include prohibiting any materials from entering storm drains.

Impacts to drainage patterns on the site from the proposed project are considered less than significant.
Substantial erosion and siltation on- and off-site would be prevented with incorporation of preventive
design features. For this reason, the proposed project would not substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner
that would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site. Impacts from erosion and siltation would
be considered less than significant.

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including the
alteration of the course of a stream or river, X
or substantially increase the rate or amount
of surface runoff in a manner that would
result in flooding on- or off- site?

The site is located approximately 0.4 mile west of the Pacoima Wash, which is part of a 100-year
floodplain. A portion of the Pacoima Wash, located northeast of the park, is classified as "Zone AQ"
where flood depths range between 1 to 3 feet (usually sheet flow on sloping terrains), and for alluvial fan
flooding, velocity is approximated at 14 feet per second (fps) at a depth of 3 feet (FEMA, 2008). The
elevation difference between Pacoima Wash and the project site is approximately 100 feet.

The May Canyon Channel, a 100-year floodplain, runs beneath the site from southeast to the northwest
(FEMA, 2008); west of the area where the proposed construction activities will occur. Los Angeles
County Flood Control District maintains an easement for May Canyon Channel. Through its National
Flood Insurance Program, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has identified areas
subject to periodic flood hazards. The Flood Insurance Rating Map (FIRM) identifies May Channel,
running northeast/north through the park as Zone A (FEMA, 2008). Areas designated Zone A are subject
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to flooding in the event of a 100-year flood (no base flood elevations have been determined).
Immediately south of the May Channel in the Pacoima Wash is an area designated as the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) Lopez Canyen Flood Control Debris Basin. The presence of flood control
improvements, such as the debris basin, reduces the potential for flooding from the Pacoima Wash into
the May Channel. In addition, May Channel is able to contain a 1 percent annual chance flood (100-year
flood) (FEMA, 2008). The proposed project will not alter any existing drainage patterns. Impacts to
drainage areas will not occur.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
e) Create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned X
stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted
runoff?

The proposed project will contribute to storm runoff due to an increase in impervious surface area. This
will result from construction of the playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements. The project
will be designed with adequate storm water drainage systems to accommodate the increase in runoff.
The proposed project will not result in substantial additional sources of polluted runoff during the
construction period or during operations. Therefore, impacts from increased runoff are considered less
than significant.

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water
quality? X

The proposed project will not result in any other effects that could substantially degrade water quality.
The proposed project will be designed and constructed with best management practices to avoid impacts
to water quality. No substantial degradation of water quality will be expected to occur as a result of the
proposed project. Therefore, impacts to water quality are considered less than significant.

g)  Place housing within a 100-year flocd hazard
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard X
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or
other flood hazard delineation map?

The proposed project will not result in the placement of housing in the 100-year flood hazard area.
Therefore, the proposed project will not result in impacts to a flood hazard area.

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area
structures that would impede or redirect flood X
flows?

The proposed site is south/southwest of two designated Flood Hazard Areas, Pacoima Wash and May
Canyon Channel (FEMA, 2008). Pacoima Wash is approximately 0.4 miles east of the site, and May
Canyon Channel runs from Hubbard Street along the extension of Garrick Avenue entirely underground
beneath El Cariso Community Regional Park. Both Pacoima Wash and May Canyon Channel are
designated as 100-year flood zones. The project site is not located within a 100-year flood hazard area.
Additionally, the proposed project will not impede or redirect flow within any drainage areas. The
proposed project will be designed to avoid the underground May Canyon Channel. The proposed project
would not result in the placement of structures within the 100-year flood hazard area. Impacts associated
with caonstruction within a 100-year flood hazard area will not occur.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

i) Expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding, X
including flooding as a result of the failure of
a levee or dam?

The proposed project consists of improvements to an existing public park and will not expose people or
property to an increase in flood-related hazards including significant risk of loss, injury or death involving
flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam. Therefore, no impacts from
flooding are expected to occur.

i) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? X

Flooding associated with seiches (wave-like oscillations of water in an enclosed basin caused by
earthquakes, high winds or other atmospheric conditions) is not anticipated at the project site due to its
distance from enclosed bodies of water. The project site is located in the northeast part of the San
Fernando Valley, which is surrounded by mountain ranges on all sides. The site is located approximately
21 miles from the coast; therefore, the potential for inundation by a tsunami is expected to be a rare
occurrence. The proposed project will not result in any increased risk for inundation by mudflow.
Therefore, impacts from seiche, tsunami or mudflow are not expected.

X. Land Use and Planning

Would the project:

a) Physically divide an established community? X

The proposed project will consist of construction of a playground, soccer/football fields and park
improvements entirely within the existing El Cariso Community Regional Park on land owned by the
County of Los Angeles. No additional land will be required. Therefore, the proposed project will not
result in any impacts from physical division of an established community.

b)  Conflict with any applicable land use plan,
policy, or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not X
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local
coastal program, or zoning ordinance)
adopted for the purpose of aveiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

The proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be located in the Sylmar
Community Planning Area of the City of Los Angeles General Plan. The Sylmar Community Plan
designation for the proposed project site is Open Space. Although this project is located on County of Los
Angeles land and not subject to City of Los Angeles planning restrictions, the future land use at the site
will continue to be recreational and, therefore, will not result in any conflict with any land use plan, policy
or regulation.

El Cariso Community Regional Park is zoned as Open Space (OS-1XL) in accordance with zoning
regulations of the City of Los Angeles (City of Los Angeles, 2008). For properties designated as Open
Space, the Open Space (OS) Zone is intended to be a corresponding zone only for publicly owned
property. The Height District for properties designated as open space shall be 1XL, which has a 42 ft
limitation on overall height. For properties zoned as Open Space, including parks and recreation
facilities, there is no maximum height restriction (City of Los Angeles, 2003). Although this project is
located on County of Los Angeles land and not subject to City of Los Angeles zoning restrictions, the site
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will continue to be recreational and, therefore, will not result in any conflict with the zoning designation for
this site. Therefore, impacts to land use plans, policies and regulations will not occur.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No impact
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat X
conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan?

The proposed project is not located in the planning area of any Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural
Community Conservation Plan. The project site is not located within or near any Los Angeles County
Significant Ecological Area (SEA). The proposed project will not conflict with any adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan. The proposed project will not have any impact on habitat conservation plans.

XI. Mineral Resources

Would the project:

a)  Resultin the loss of availability of a known X
mineral resource that would be of value to
the region and the residents of the state?

The project site is not located in a Mineral Resource Zone (MRZ), which are areas where geologic
information indicates that significant inferred mineral resources are present. There are no MRZs located
in the Sylmar area (the nearest MRZ is east of San Fernando and in Ventura County). Therefore, the
proposed project will not result in loss of availability of any known mineral resources and no impact to
minerals will occur.

b)  Resultin the loss of availability of a locally
important mineral resource recovery site X
delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan?

The project site is not located within any mineral resource area delineated on a local land use plan. The
proposed project will not require the removal of any locally important mineral resources, nor will it result in
any interference with existing mining operations. Therefore, there will be no impacts to mineral
resources.

Xll.  Noise

Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to, or generation of,
noise levels in excess of standards X
established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other
agencies?

The primary noise source in the vicinity of the project site is motor vehicle traffic from local surface
streets. The proposed site is approximately 0.9 mile from Interstate 210 which does not contribute to
ambient noise levels at the park. The nearest major roadway to the site for the proposed playground,
soccer/football fields and park improvements is Hubbard Street approximately 1,000 ft west. Traffic along
Hubbard Street is associated primarily with Los Angeles Mission College at its intersection of Eldridge
Street. Traffic noise from Hubbard Street is generally not discernible at the project site. The nearest
residences to the project site are approximately 900 ft of the proposed soccer/football field and to the
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northeast along Simshaw Avenue. Residences along Simshaw Avenue are approximately 70 ft
northwest of the parking area to be repaved near the Head Start preschool. The only other sensitive
receptors at the project site are the Head Start preschool and golfers at El Cariso County Golf Course,
approximately 800 ft northeast and 150 ft south of the proposed soccer/football fields, respectively.

The County of Los Angeles does not have quantifiable construction noise limits; however, Title 12 Section
12.12.030 of the Los Angeles County Code establishes construction noise limits based on the time and
day as follows:

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a person, on any Sunday, or at any other time
between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. the following day, shall not perform any
conslruction or repair work of any kind upon any building or structure, or perform any earth
excavating, filling or moving, where any of the foregoing entails the use of any air compressors;
Jackhammers; power-driven drill; riveting machine; excavator, diesel-powered truck, tractor or
other earth moving equipment; hand hammers on steel or iron, or any other machine, tool, device
or equipment which makes loud noises to the disturbance of persons occupying sleeping
quarters in a dwelling, apartment, hotel, mobilehome, or other place of residence. (Ord. 9818 § 1,
1969: Ord. 8594 § 6, 1964.)

Section 12.08.440 of the Los Angeles County Code contains restrictions applicable to construction noise.
These guidelines:

restrict the operation of construction equipment from 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. or at any time on Sundays
or holidays;

establish that maximum noise levels from mobile equipment shall not exceed 75 dBA from 7:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m., or 60 dBA from 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., in single-family residential areas;

establish that maximum noise levels from stationary equipment not exceed 60 dBA from 7:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m., or 50 dBA from 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., in single-family residential areas;

require that all mobile or stationary internal combustion engine-powered equipment of machinery be
equipped with suitable exhaust and air-intake silencers in proper working order.

Construction Noise. Construction noise effects from the proposed project would be a function of the
noise generated by construction equipment, the location and sensitivity of nearby land uses, and the
duration of the noise-generating activities. The construction of the proposed soccer/football fields,
universally accessible playground and park improvements would include clearing (demolition and
trenching), grading and excavation. Heavy equipment that could be used during construction would
include: backhoe, bulldozer, excavator, concrete truck, dump truck, front-end loader, paver, roller, and
water truck.

The use of heavy equipment is typically a sporadic occurrence during the work day. This noise will vary
greatly depending on the particular construction process, type and condition of equipment used and the
layout of the construction site.

The anticipated noise impacts from construction activities at the two primary construction areas of the
proposed project were determined based on typical construction equipment noise levels, the anticipated
construction equipment types, and distance to nearest receptors. Noise and are as follows:

Northeast Parking Lot Construction. During construction, temporary periods of increased noise
levels could be expected at the existing parking lot at the northeast end of the park, residences on
Simshaw Avenue, the Head Start preschool, and the northwest side of El Cariso Golf Course. While the
operation of construction equipment could generate intermittent noise levels up to approximately 75
dBA at the nearest residence, 73 dBA at the Head Start preschool, and approximately 70 dBA at the
golf course, the construction contractor will be required to comply with project specifications contained
in Section 01560 (Environmental Protection) Part 3, Paragraph 3.05 (Noise Control). These
specifications require the construction contractor to ensure that noise from trenchers, pavers, graders
and trucks does not exceed 90 dBA at 50 feet as measured under the noisiest operation conditions, and
85 dBA at 50 feet for all other equipment. Noise from parking lot construction activities would be similar
to road surface maintenance noise levels. Noise from construction activities within the northeast
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parking area is not expected to exceed the 75 dBA daytime construction noise limit applicable to
residential areas. Temporary construction noise associated with repaving the existing parking lot would
occur approximately 70 ft from the backyards of residences.

Construction of Soccer/Football Fields and Playground. Although temporary noise increases
associated with project construction may result in annoyance to some local residents, adverse effects
such as speech interference, sleep disturbance, and hearing loss will not be expected. Construction
activities associated with the proposed construction of the soccer/football fields will not exceed the
average Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) of 65 dBA at the nearest residences on Simshaw
Avenue approximately 900 ft northeast of the site for the proposed soccer/football fields. Noise from
soccer/football field construction would not be discernible to residences along Simshaw Avenue. The
estimated noise levels at the nearest residence due to construction of the soccer/football fields,
playgrounds and other site improvements are not expected to be higher than 75 dBA. Construction
activities will be limited to daytime hours (i.e., 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.). Impacts from construction noise are
considered less than significant.

Although temporary noise increases during project construction may result in annoyance to some people
in the area (including patrons and County employees in the park and on the golf course), construction
activities would be limited to daytime hours in accordance with noise restrictions established in Section
12.12.030 of the County Code. Noise from construction activities will be considered less than significant
because the estimated construction equipment noise would not be expected to exceed the maximum
daytime noise limit for construction which is 75 dBA for mobile equipment. Due to the proximity of the
construction work area to residents north of the site and the Head Start preschoal, the following mitigation
measures will be implemented:

Noise 1. During northeast parking lot construction activities, the construction contractor will conduct
truck loading, unloading, hauling and other operations so that noise is kept to a minimum on site to
avoid generating noise near the Head Start preschool and residences along Simshaw Avenue.

Noise 2. During northeast parking lot construction activities, all construction equipment will be cutfitted
with noise abatement devices no less effective than those provided on the original equipment. No
equipment shall have an unmuffled exhaust.

Noise 3. During northeast parking lot construction activities, the construction contractor will use and
relocate temporary sound barriers, as required, to aveid excessive construction noise. Noise barriers
can be made of heavy plywood or include moveable insulated sound blankets.

Noise 4. During northeast parking lot construction activities, the construction contractor shall
implement appropriate additional noise abatement measures including at a minimum, but not limited to,
changing the location of stationary construction equipment, turning off idling equipment, rescheduling
construction activity, notifying adjacent residents in advance of construction work, or installing acoustic
barriers around stationary construction noise sources.

Noise 5. The construction contractor will comply with the Los Angeles County Noise Control Ordinance
and, in consideration of nearby residences, avoid construction activities during evening, nighttime,
weekend, and holiday periods, except as authorized by the County. Construction work shall be limited
to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., except as authorized by the County.

Noise 6. The construction contractor will post (on the construction site fencing) a phone number for
noise complaints on the site, and address complaints within two (2) business days.

Noise 7. In the event that community noise complaints are received, the construction contractor will
ensure that construction equipment noise levels are monitored by a qualified noise/acoustics specialist.
If monitored noise levels exceed County of Los Angeles standards, construction activities will be
modified to reduce noise levels to within County standards.

Mitigation measures Noise 1 through Noise 4 are specifically designated for construction in the northeast
parking lot which is in proximity to the existing Head Start preschool. Potential noise impacts to the Head
Start preschool will be minimized and prevented through incorporation of mitigation measures Noise 1
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through Noise 4. With incorporation of the above mitigation measures, impacts from construction noise
would be considered less than significant.

Operational Noise. With regard to operation of the soccer/football fields and associated parking, an
average day-night sound level of 65 dBA is generally accepted as a standard for residential communities
(HUD, 2010). In California, the standard is 65 dBA, CNEL. As a land use compatibility guideline, this
standard represents an averaged noise level over a 24-hour period and includes a penalty of 10dB® for
nighttime hours, and with CNEL, an additional plus 5 dB penalty/adjustment for evening hours. The Los
Angeles County Noise Control Ordinance, Title 12 of the County Code, was adopted by the Board of
Supervisors in 1977 “...to control unnecessary, excessive, and annoying noise and vibration ...." It
declared that County policy was to “...maintain quiet in those areas which exhibit low noise levels and to
implement programs aimed at reducing noise in those areas within the county where noise levels are
above acceptable values” (Section 12.08.010 of the County Code). On August 14, 2001, the Board of
Supervisors approved an ordinance amending Title 12 of the County Code to prohibit loud, unnecessary,
and unusual noise that disturbs the peace and/or quiet of any neighborhood or which causes discomfort
or annoyance to any reasonable person of normal sensitivity residing in the area. Regulations can include
requirements for sound barriers, mitigation measures to reduce excessive noise, or the placement and
orientation of buildings, and can specify the compatibility of different uses with varying noise levels. The
County exterior noise standard for residential properties is 45 decibels from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
(nighttime) and 50 decibels for 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. (daytime). These noise standards are applicable
to residential areas along Simshaw Avenue.

The most noticeable noise associated with parking lot activity is car door slamming. Typical car door
slamming generates a maximum sound level of 73 dBA when measured at a distance of 50 feet without
any attenuation due to building walls and other barriers. Activities at the northeast parking area may
contribute to an increase the existing ambient noise levels at the nearest residences. The estimated
noise levels at the nearest residence due to operation of the soccer/football fields, playgrounds and other
site improvements are not expected to be higher than 75 dBA. Impacts to noise from operation of the new
soccer/football fields would be considered less than significant.

Noise generated by operation of the soccer/football fields would be attributed to vehicles entering or
exiting the parking area as well as the noise emanated from spectators viewing the playing fields. The
predominant noise source would be the spectators and it is anticipated that it would be fairly localized and
confined to within the soccer/football fields and within the park. Noise levels at surrounding land uses are
not expected to be significantly affected by the operation of the soccer/football fields. The Head Start
preschool is a weekday operation open until 4:00 p.m. and, for this reason, it is not expected that
scheduled soccer practice sessions during the weekdays or games on the weekends would contribute to
increased noise levels during its operational hours. Operation of the proposed soccer/football fields
would not result in exposure of persons at the Head Start preschool to, or generation of, noise levels in
excess of standards established by the County of Los Angeles. Impacts to noise from operation of the
new soccer/football fields would be considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive groundborne vibration or X
groundborne noise levels?

Construction activities would not include the use of equipment that is considered an impact device (i.e.,
no pile driving will be required). For this reason, impacts from groundborne vibration would not occur.

®  When noise levels over a 24-hour period are averaged, the eight hours in the nighttime are assessed a 10 dB

penalty to account for the impact of noise during these hours.
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c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity above X
levels existing without the project?

Daily operation of the proposed soccer/football fields may result in a permanent increase to the existing
noise level at the park during the soccer season and when the soccer/football fields are in use. Normal
park hours are 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. on weekdays and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on weekends. The increase in
noise levels will consist of noise from the playing fields and vehicular noise before and after scheduled
events. Because the new soccer/football fields will be located in the interior of the existing park
(approximately 900 ft from the nearest residence on Simshaw Avenue), noise from the playing fields will
not be discernible to the nearest residences. A permanent increase in noise levels at the parking area at
the northeast side of the park would occur as a result of the project. This noise level increase would be
discernible to some residences on Simshaw Avenue. With implementation of the mitigation measures
Noise 1 through Noise 8 described in Section Xll.a, the noise level increases would be considered less
than significant.

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase
in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity X
above levels existing without the project?

The proposed project will result in a temporary increase in ambient noise levels during construction
activities as a result of the use of heavy construction equipment (see Section Xll.a above). The only
residences that may experience temporary periods of increased noise from construction are along
Simshaw Avenue; noise would be limited to construction activities in the northeastern parking lot. The
construction contractor will be required to ensure that noise from trenchers, pavers, graders and trucks
does not exceed 90 dBA at 50 feet as measured under the noisiest operation conditions, and 85 dBA at
50 feet for all other equipment. Noise from construction activities within the northeast parking lot area is
not expected to exceed the 75 dBA daytime construction noise limit applicable to residential areas. This
temporary increase in noise would be considered less than significant.

The proposed project will result in temporary periods of increased ambient noise levels when soccer or
football games are held primarily during the weekends (see Section Xll.a above). Noise generated by
vehicles entering and exiting the parking lot, as well as car door slamming, contributes to ambient noise
levels. However, because of the relatively limited number of scheduled events, these contributions are
not considered substantial enough to significantly increase the overall ambient nocise levels at sensitive
land uses in the vicinity of the project. Therefore, the impact of the temporary increase in ambient noise
levels is considered less than significant.

e) For a project located within an airport land
use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport X
or public use airport, would the project
expose people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise levels?

The proposed project is not located within any Airport Master Plan area and is not within two miles of a
public airport. Therefore, the proposed project will not result in any impacts from excessive noise levels
in an airport land use plan area.
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f) For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people X
residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

The proposed playground and soccer/football fields will be located approximately 1.5 miles from the
nearest private airstrip. The proposed project will not expose people residing or working in the area to
excessive noise levels. Therefore, the proposed project will not result in any impacts from excessive
noise levels within the vicinity of a private airstrip.

Xlll. Population and Housing

Would the project:

a)  Induce substantial population growth in an
area, either directly (for example, by X
proposing new homes and businesses) or
indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

The proposed project may result in an increase in visitors to El Cariso Community Regional Park such as
during special events, however, the project will not directly or indirectly induce population growth because
it will not propose new housing, business opportunities or employment. The proposed project will not
have direct growth inducing effects, although it will support recreational needs associated with current
recreational needs in the local community. The proposed project will not indirectly induce substantial
population growth in the area or result in the need for additional infrastructure. Impacts to population
growth are considered less than significant.

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing X
housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?

The proposed project will not displace any housing. All proposed structures will be constructed within the
boundaries of El Cariso Community Regional Park. Therefore, the project will not result in any impacts to
housing.

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, X
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

The proposed project will not displace any people, or result in the need for replacement housing
elsewhere. Therefore, the proposed project will not result in any impacts to housing.
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XIV. Public Services
Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision of
new or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times
or other performance objectives for any of the public
services:
a) Fire protection? X

Fire protection services for the Sylmar community are provided by the Los Angeles City Fire Department.
The City of Los Angeles Fire Department has one station in Sylmar; Fire Station No. 91 serves Sylmar
and northeast portion of the city of San Fernando. This station will provide fire protection services to El
Cariso Community Regional Park. The proposed project will result in additional public facilities in an
existing park that will continue to require fire protection services. No change to the response time to the
park would be anticipated. Due to the nature of the recreational facilities to be added to the park, the
proposed project will not result in a substantial increase in the demand for fire protection services or
generate a need for a new fire station in the area. Therefore, impacts to fire protection are considered
less than significant.

b) Police protection? X

The Los Angeles County Police provide police protection at El Cariso Community Regional Park. The
proposed project will not interfere with circulation for pedestrians, vehicles, and police patrols. The
proposed project will result in new recreational facilities in the park that will require police protection
services, but this will not result in a substantial increase in the demand for police protection services
because police protection is already provided to the area, including this park. Therefore, impacts to
police protection are considered less than significant.

c) Schools? X

The proposed project is not expected to generate any additional population in the area, and therefore will
not impact local school enrollments. The proposed project will not otherwise adversely impact existing
and planned schools in the area. The project may have a beneficial effect on local schools that utilize
new recreational facilities in the park. The Head Start preschool is directly adjacent to the parking area on
the north side of the park. Los Angeles Mission College (with a Child Development Center) is
approximately 975 ft south. Hubbard Street Elementary School (with the adjoining Hubbard Street Early
Education Center) is approximately 3,000 ft west. Therefore, no adverse impacts to schools will result
from the proposed project.

d) Parks? X

The proposed project will result in a beneficial effect on El Cariso Community Regional Park. New
facilities and improvements to the park will provide improved recreational opportunities to the local
community. The proposed project will not result in adverse impacts to existing or planned parks in the
region.
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e) Other public facilities? X

The proposed project facilities will be operated and maintained by the County of Los Angeles and will not
result in any impacts to other public facilities.

XV. Recreation

a)  Would the project increase the use of
existing neighborhood and regional parks or X
other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the
facility would occur or be accelerated?

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve recreational and community opportunities in the
Sylmar community by providing a new facilities for use by the general public. The playground,
soccer/football fields and park improvements will be used for athletic events and ongoing recreational
programs in the park.

Although proposed park improvements will result in an increase in use of the park, the proposed project
will not result in substantial deterioration of the park or other recreational facilities at a rate greater than
normal use will cause. This is because the park was designed to accommeodate a high usage rate.
Therefore, impacts to existing or planned neighborhood and regional parks are considered less than
significant.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities
or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities that might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment?

The proposed project will result in improvements to an existing public park. These improvements will be
designed to accommodate the anticipated usage of the playground, soccer/football fields and park
improvements. Physical effects on the environment will be limited to temporary construction-related
impacts (i.e., noise, traffic and air pollutant emissions that are not considered significant). For this
reason, the proposed project will not have any adverse physical effect on the environment. Impacts to
the environment from improvements to these recreational facilities are considered less than significant.

XVI. Transportation/Traffic

Would the project:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or
policy establishing measures of effectiveness X
for the performance of the circulation system,
taking into account all modes of
transportation including mass transit and
non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system,
including but not limited to intersecticns,
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian
and bicycle paths, and mass transit)?

During the construction period, construction workers would access the site on a daily basis. Assuming
that all the workers travel in single occupant vehicles, this would result in additional inbound and
outbound vehicle trips. These trips would occur before morning and evening peak hour traffic.
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Movement of the construction vehicles would not result in any change to the volume-to-capacity ratio of
roadways or congestion at intersections in the local area. Construction-related traffic will be a temporary,
short-term condition and would not result in any substantial effects on traffic.

Operation of the Proposed Project will result in periodic increases in the vehicular traffic associated with
scheduled soccer/football practices and games. There are no transportation management plans or
policies applicable to the proposed site. The Proposed Project will not conflict with any plan, ordinance or
policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into
account all modes of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections, streets, highways and
freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit. For these reasons, impacts to traffic will be
considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion
management program, including, but not X
limited to level of service standards and
travel demand measures, or other standards
established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads or
highways?

There are no congestion management plans applicable to the Sylmar community. Vehicular traffic would
increase temporarily during the construction period as a result of the daily project-related vehicle trips.
Traffic along Hubbard Street may be temporarily delayed during constructicn activities. Temporary lane
detours may be required, however, closure of complete roads would not occur. These temporary and
localized impacts would not result in a substantial change to the current level of service for affected
roadways. For these reasons, construction impacts to traffic will be considered less than significant.
During operations, the Proposed Project would not result in any change to the existing level of service on
any roads or highways in the project area. Impacts to traffic levels of service on roads and highways will
be considered less than significant.

c) Results in a change in air traffic patterns,
including either an increase in traffic levels or X
a change in location that results in
substantial safety risks?

The proposed project will not result in any changes to air traffic patterns that could result in any increases
in safety risks. Therefore, the proposed project will not have any impact on air traffic patterns.

d)  Substantially increase hazards due to a
design feature (e.g. sharp curves or X
dangerous intersections) or incompatible
uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

No alterations to area roadways or improvements to park access are proposed at this time. No change
from the existing road alignment or different land uses will result. No substantial increase in hazards or
incompatible uses would be anticipated as a result of the proposed project. Therefore, the proposed
project will not have any impact from design features of incompatible uses.
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e)  Resultin inadequate emergency access? X

The new soccer/football fields, playgrounds and parking spaces will be operated in accordance with
safety policies defined in the Los Angeles County Safety Element and will follow the appropriate area
emergency response plan. Emergency vehicles will continue to access the park from Hubbard Street.
Therefore, the impact of the proposed project on emergency access is considered less than significant.

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or X
pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease
the performance or safety of such facilities?

The County of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks would continue to encourage the use
of high-occupancy vehicles for scheduled games and practices. No maodifications to area roadways or
bikeways outside the park are proposed. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Metro
Shuttle Line 634 runs along Hubbard Street to El Cariso Community Regional Park. The proposed
project would not result in any conflicts with policies that support public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian
facilities. The proposed project would not otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such
facilities. Therefore, impacts to public transit performance and safety will be less than significant.

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or

programs supporting alternative X
transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle
racks)?

The proposed project will be designed and operated to support alternative transportation with inclusion of
additional bicycle racks to support alternative transportation. The proposed project will not result in any
conflict with policies that support alternative transpertation. Therefore, no impacts to policies, plans or
programs supporting alternative transportation will occur.

XVII. Utilities and Service Systems

Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements X
of the applicable Regional Water Quality
Control Board?

The proposed project will result in continuation of wastewater discharge as a result of the operation of the
new playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements. Proposed discharges will not exceed
wastewater treatment requirements of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Contrcl Board. Therefore,
there will be no impacts to water quality standards or waste discharge requirements.

b) Require or result in the construction of new
water or wastewater treatment facilities or X
expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

Water for the park is provided by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. Wastewater from the
park is discharged to the municipal sewer system. The proposed project will not require the construction
of new water or wastewater treatment facilities, or the expansion of existing facilities. Therefore, impacts
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to water or wastewater treatment facilities from the proposed project will be considered less than
significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

c) Require or result in the construction of new
storm water drainage facilities or expansion X
of existing facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental
effects?

The proposed project will require modification of the existing on-site storm water drainage system to
accommodate the new soccer/football field and expansion of the parking lot. Adequate drainage for the
site will be designed to accommodate the park improvements. Therefore, impacts from construction of
the storm drainage system are considered less than significant.

d)  Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project from existing entitlements X
and resources, or are new or expanded
entitlements needed?

Water for El Cariso Community Regional Park is provided water by the Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power. The proposed project will use a limited amount of water to control dust during the
construction period. The project will be designed to include low-flow water fixtures and water-efficient
landscaping. Water consumption at El Cariso Community Regional Park will increase as a result of
increased use of restrooms and drinking water fountains when soccer practices and games are in
session. The increase in water consumption would not result in the need for new or expanded
entitlements or resources. Therefore, impacts to water supply are considered less than significant.

e)  Resultin a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider, which serves or may X
serve the project that it has adequate
capacity to serve the project’s projected
demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

The Los Angeles Department of Public Works Bureau of Sanitation (Wastewater Division) provides
wastewater disposal for the park. Wastewater generation at El Cariso Community Regional Park will
increase as a result of increased use of restrooms and drinking water fountains when soccer practices
and games are in session. It is estimated that the proposed project would generate an increase of
approximately 576 gallons per day of wastewater*. The County of Los Angeles will be seeking approval
from the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation Wastewater Engineering Services Division for a sewer
connection. The City is expected to have adequate sewer infrastructure in the vicinity of the project, and
sufficient capacity at the Hyperion Treatment Plant to serve the projected demand associated with the
proposed project. Impacts to wastewater treatment systems are considered less than significant.

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient
permitted capacity to accommodate the X
project's solid waste disposal needs?

Construction activities will generate solid waste, however waste management during construction will
include diversion of wastes from disposal as a LEED waste reduction objective. Construction wastes will
not significantly impact landfill capacities. It is expected that solid waste from the project will be disposed

4 Based on City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation loading factor of 3 gallons per day of wastewater per stadium

seat (192 seats X 3 gallons per day = 576 gallons of wastewater per day).
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of in the Sunshine Canyon Landfill in Sylmar. This City/County landfill was designed to provide 25 years
of disposal capacity at an average rate of 11,000 tons per day (Sunshine Canyon Landfill, 2009). The
proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will be designed to include recycling
of wastes. Operation of the proposed playground, soccer/football fields and park improvements will not be
expected to generate a substantial increase in solid waste. The nearest landfill has sufficient capacity to
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs. Impacts to solid waste disposal are considered
less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
g)  Comply with federal, state, and local statutes X

and regulations related to solid waste?

All solid waste disposal will be managed in accordance with applicable federal, state and local statutes
and regulations. Therefore, impacts to solid waste are considered less than significant.

XVIll. Mandatory Findings of Significance

a) Does the project have the potential to
degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the
range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal, or eliminate important examples of
the major pericds of California history or
prehistory?

As noted herein, the analysis conducted in this Initial Study results in a determination that the project,
with implementation of mitigation measures, will result in a less than significant effect on the environment.
Based on the potential for significant impacts in the areas of cultural resources, hazards/hazardous
materials, and noise, nineteen (19) mitigation measures were identified to avoid or minimize impacts to a
less than significant level. The construction and operation of the proposed project will not substantially
degrade fish, wildlife, and/or plant populations, substantially degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory. This is because there are no such fish, wildlife or plant
populations present on the site. There are no important examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory found on the project site. Intrusion on any previously undiscovered cultural or
historic resources is not anticipated (mitigation for inadvertent discovery of cultural materials has been
included in this analysis). Therefore, with implementation of mitigation measures identified in this study,
impacts will be considered less than significant.

b) Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (‘Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past projects,
the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of probable future projects.)
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There are two planned projects within 1.0 mile of the proposed project at El Cariso Community Regionall
Park (a radius of 1.0 mile was used to represent the anticipated sphere of influence where environmental
impacts could be evident for a project of this type). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15355,
cumulative impacts refer to two or more individual effects which, when considered together, are
considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts. As discussed in Section 1.11,
there are up to three probable future projects on the LAMC campus with construction that could overlap
with construction of the proposed project. It is possible that the proposed project could overlap for 2
months with LAMC projects and 7 months with the LAMC Student Services Center construction. Because
impacts from projects on the LAMC campus are either not significant or will be mitigated, the proposed
project would not result in cumulative impacts to aesthetics, air quality, agriculture and forest resources,
biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology
and water quality, land use and planning, mineral resources, population and housing, public services,
recreation, or utilities and service systems. The proposed project will not contribute to cumulative
biological resource impacts because the site is a developed urban park with marginal biological habitat.

Greenhouse gas emissions from the proposed project, when added to these emissions from related
projects, would be less than significant because these emissions would be below the 3,000 metric ton
SCAQMD screening level (selected threshold). When this individual project's contribution to greenhouse
gas emissions is compared to that produced by activities elsewhere in the world, the mass of greenhouse
gas emissions generated by the construction and operation of the proposed project would be so small
that the concentration of greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere would not change. The project’s
incremental contribution to cumulative effects on a regional scale would not be considerable. For this
reason, the project's cumulative impact to global climate change is considered less than significant.

Construction-related increases in noise levels will not be considered cumulatively considerable. The
proposed project will contribute to temporary periods of increased construction-related noise levels at the
same time as construction at LAMC. Due to sound attenuation by distance, it is not anticipated that
significant cumulative noise-impacts will occur. The project’s incremental operational noise contribution to
cumulative noise effects on a regional scale would not be considerable. For this reason, the project's
cumulative impact to noise is considered less than significant.

Traffic from the proposed project may have a combined effect from traffic associated with future
expansion of facilities at LAMC. Traffic improvements are being constructed to accommodate projected
traffic associated with LAMC. There may be weekend days when scheduling of both the gymnasium and
soccer/football fields at El Cariso Community Regional Park may result in temporary periods of increased
traffic on Hubbard Street. The proposed project would include additional parking for soccer/football field
patrons. The project's incremental contribution to cumulative traffic impacts would not be considerable.
For this reason, the project's cumulative impact to traffic is considered less than significant.

When the potential impacts of the proposed project are viewed in consideration of past and ongoing
projects (both of which have been incorporated into the existing baseline of environmental conditions),
these impacts would not be considered cumulatively considerabie. Therefore, the cumuiative impacts of
the proposed project are considered less than significant.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Potential Impacts Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

c) Does the project have environmental effects
that will cause substantial adverse effects on X
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Substantial direct and indirect adverse effects on human beings will not be expected as a result of the
project. The proposed project will result in new recreational facilities within an existing park which will be
beneficial to humans. These facilities will be designed to incorporate alternative transportation, energy
efficiency, water efficiency and reduced water consumption in order to prevent or reduce adverse
environmental effects. Therefore, the proposed project will not have substantial direct or indirect adverse
effects on human beings.
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APPENDIX A
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM



MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM:
EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARK
UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA AND PHASE Il GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code, enacted by passage of AB 3180 (Cortese Bill), requires
public agencies approving projects with significant environmental impacts to adopt a Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program. This objective of the program is to ensure that mitigation measures adopted to
avoid or mitigate potentially significant environmental impacts are implemented. Section 21081.6 of the
Public Resources Code requires all state and local agencies to establish monitoring and reporting
programs whenever approval of a project relies upon a mitigated negative declaration or an
environmental impact report (EIR). In accordance with these requirements, this mitigation monitoring and
reporting program has been prepared to ensure that mitigation measures identified in the Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed construction and operation of soccer/football
fields, universally accessible playground and Phase Il general improvements at El Cariso Community
Regional Park, 13100 Hubbard Street, Sylmar, California 91342 (or subsequent revisions thereto), are
implemented in an effective and timely manner, and that identified impacts are avoided or mitigated to a
level of insignificance. This plan identifies responsible parties for the mitigation program, and includes a
detailed discussion of monitoring and reporting procedures for each mitigation measure.

I Responsible Party

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Waorks (DPW), or its designee, will be responsible for
implementing and reporting mitigation measures in this program. The County will have responsibility for
ensuring that mitigation measures are accomplished in an environmentally responsible manner. The
County will be responsible for ensuring that the status of mitigation measures is reported in accordance
with this program. The County will be responsible for ensuring that the cost of mitigation is included in its
budget, as appropriate.

The Los Angeles County DPW will be responsible for program oversight and implementing construction-
related mitigation measures. Mitigation measures will be included in applicable requests for proposals
(RFP), specifications and procedures issued for construction of the soccer/football fields, universally
accessible playground and Phase Il general improvements within the scope of this project. Other
mitigation measures funded by the Contractor will be subject to oversight by the Los Angeles County
DPW. In addition, Los Angeles County DPW will be responsible for ensuring that mitigation measures
are properly carried out by designated and qualified personnel, which may include specialty contractors.

The Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation will be responsible for ensuring that
applicable mitigation measures are carried forward in operational and maintenance procedures for the
new playground and soccer/football fields.

Il. Mitigation Requirements

Based on the findings of the Initial Study, mitigation measures are not required for aesthetics, agriculture
resources, air quality, biological resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gases, hydrology and water
quality, land use and planning, mineral resources, population and housing, public services, recreation,
transportation/traffic and utilities/service systems. Specific mitigation measures are required or otherwise
included for cultural resources, hazards and hazardous materials, and noise. Potentially significant
impacts in these environmental resource areas will be avoided or minimized with implementation of
twenty-four (24) specific mitigation measures summarized on Table A-1.
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Table A-1. Summary of Mitigation Measures

Initial
Mitigation Study
Item Category No. Mitigation Measure Section
1 Biological Bio 1 Avoid Tree Removal During Migratory Bird Nesting Season 2IvVd
V] Resources Bio 2 Migratory Nesting Bird Survey 2.V.d
3 Bio 3 Avoid Tree Removal During Migratory Bird Nesting Season 2I1V.d
4 Bio 4 Migratory Nesting Bird Survey 2.vd
5 Bio 5 Avoid Tree Removal During Bat Matemity Roosting Season 2.vVd
6 Bio 6 Pre-Construction Bat Survey 2IvVd
7 Cultural Cultural 1 Archaeological Awareness Training (Pre-Construction) 2Vb
8 Resources Cultural 2 Archaeological Monitoring at Depths Exceeding 5 ft bgs 2V.b
9 Cultural 3 Inadvertent Discovery of Archaeological Materials 2V.b
10 Cultural 4 Paleontological Monitoring at Depths Exceeding 5 ft bgs 2V.c
1 Cultural 5 Inadvertent Discovery of Paleontological Materials 2V.c
12 Cultural 6 Inadvertent Discovery of Human Remains 2V.c
13 Hazards and Hazards 1 Prevention of Impacts from Asbestos-Containing Materials 2VlilL.b
14 Hazardous Hazards 2 | Prevention of Impacts from Asbestos-Containing Materials 2.Vill.b
15 | Marszis Hazards 3 | Prevention of Impacts from Asbestos-Containing Materials 2VillLb
16 Hazards 4 | Scil Sampling for Residual Pesticides 2.Vill.b
17 Hazards 5 Prevention of Impacts from Residual Subsurface Chemicals 2.VIll.b
from Past Agricultural Use of the Site
18 Noise Noise 1 Operation of Vehicles/ Equipment Away from Sensitive 21X.a
Receptors
19 Noise 2 Equipment Noise Control 21X.a
20 Noise 3 Noise Barriers 21X.a
21 Noise 4 Additional Noise Abatement 21X.a
22 Noise 5 Compliance with Noise Control Ordinance 2.1X.a
23 Noise 6 Posting of Sign at Site and Respond to Noise Complaints 21X.a
24 Noise 7 Noise Monitoring if Complaints Received/Modify Construction 21X.a

1. Schedule and Reporting Frequency

Table A-2 describes the method for executing the mitigation measure, organization responsible for
implementing and funding the measure, estimated completion date for each measure, frequency of
reporting, and significance after mitigation. Due to possible funding conditions and other external factors,
facility construction and operation could be delayed. These delays may also affect the start and
completion of mitigation measures.

It should be noted that although impacts to noise from the proposed project will not be considered
significant, mitigation measures to reduce noise have been included as part of this Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program.

The monitoring and accomplishment of each mitigation measure will be documented on a Mitigation
Monitoring Report form (see Exhibit A). This form will be filled out by the appropriate individual in the
event of an inadvertent discovery of archaeological materials, paleontological materials, or human
remains as described in Table A-2. Supplemental recordkeeping, report preparation and documentation
will be required for some mitigation measures. The Mitigation Monitoring Report form will be filled out by
the appropriate individual verifying that steps to prevent or minimize environmental degradation have
been completed as described in Table A-2. Monitoring reports will be submitted to the County
Department of Public Works and County Department of Parks and Recreation (Attn: Environmental
Section Head), retained in the County's project files, and be available for inspection upon request.
Completion of these forms will demonstrate and document compliance with Public Resources Code
21081.6.
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EXHIBIT A

MITIGATION MONITORING REPORT FORM



MITIGATION MONITORING REPORT

SECTION 21081.6 PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE

") FLr=ca x
CApport

County of Los Angeles

Department of Public Works

900 S. Fremont Avenue, 5 Floor {Attn: Sam Shadab)
Alhambra, CA 91803 Page_ of__

Project Name

EL CARISO REGIONAL PARK
UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA AND PHASE Il GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS

Location File No.

13100 Hubbard Street
Sylmar, CA 91342

Mitigation Measure No.

Mitigation Description:

Menitoring Frequency Reporting Requirement

Remarks

The information contained in this report is an independent evaluation based on my personal observations and
information provided to me. In accordance with Section 21081.6 of the California Public Resources Code, | hereby
certify under penalty of perjury that the information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my

knowledge.

Name of Person Completing Form Title

Signature Date Signed

Form Received by: Signature;

Title: Department/Division: Date Rec'd:
Compliance Acceptance: O Yes O No Date Rec'd by Report Recipient:

Mitigation Completed: O Yes O No Date Completed:

Monitoring Completed: [0 Yes O No Date Completed:

Attach additional sheets if necessary.



APPENDIX B
CULTURAL RESOURCES INVESTIGATION REPORT
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APPENDIX D

PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE
DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION



PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR
EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARK
UNIVERSAL PLAY AREA AND PHASE Il GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (DPW) placed the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration for the proposed soccer/football fields, universally accessible playground and Phase
Il general improvements® to El Cariso Community Regional Park (dated November 2012) on public review
for a period of 30 days. Information on the notifications, document distribution and public review are
provided in this appendix.

D.1 Filing at Los Angeles County Clerk

A Notice of Availability of the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed project
was filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk on November 14, 2012 (see Exhibit D-1).

D.2 Filing at State Clearinghouse

A Notice of Completion was filed at the Governor's Office of Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse)
for the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. The State review period initiated on November
15, 2012 and ended on December 14, 2012 (see Exhibit D-2).

D.3 Notification to Contiguous Properties and Park Customers

DPW provided the Notice of Availability for the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
proposed project (Exhibit D-1) to contiguous properties and park customers. The notification was provided
to a total of approximately 285 persons via email, first class mail or phone call as summarized in Table D-
1.

Table D-1. Notifications to Contiguous Properties and Park Customers

Number of .
Persons Notified Description Msthod of Notification
Contiguous Properties
38 35 residences on the south side of Simshaw Notice of Availability sent via first class
Avenue, one occupant on Gridley Street, El mail.
Cariso Golf Course, and Los Angeles Mission
College
32 El Cariso Park Day Camp Mailing List (32 Notice of Availability sent via email
persons)
224 Park Users and Customers Via first class mail, email and phone calls
to individuals.
19 El Cariso Park Advisory Group Via first class mail, email and phone calls
to individuals.
313 Subtotal, Persons Notified

Approximately 28 notifications mailed or emailed were returned as undeliverable.

D.4 Posting of Notices at the Project Site

® The name of this project has since been changed to the “Universal Play Area and Phase || General Improvements”
project.

D-1



DPW placed posters showing the Notice of Availability for the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration on the fence of the baseball field (southwest of the site) and in the immediate area of the
soccer/football field site on November 15, 2012 (see Photos 1 through 5).

i

Photo 1. Notification Posted on Fence of Baseball Field
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Photo 2. Notification Posted on Fence of Baseball Field
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Photo 5. Notification Posted Along Walking Path
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D.5 Distribution List

Copies or CDs of the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed project were
mailed to 15 government agenciesG and interested persons, as shown on Table D-2.

Table D-2. Distribution of the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

No. Agency
1 L.A. County Department of Regional Planning
Attn: Paul McCarthy, Impact Analysis Section
320 W. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
2 County of Los Angeles Public Health
Atin: Patrick Nejadian, Program Director, Land Use Program
5050 Commerce Drive
Baldwin Park, CA 91706
3 Los Angeles County Police - Park Services Bureau
Attn: Chief William G. Nash
2101 N. Highland, Bungalow D
Los Angeles, CA 90068
4 L.A. County Sheriff's Department - Director of Facilities Planning
Attn: Michael Kameya
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Bldg A9-East, 5th Floor North
Alhambra, CA 91803
5 Los Angeles Fire Department
William N. Wells, Captain |l-Paramedic, Planning Section
200 N. Main Street, Suite 1800
Los Angeles, CA 90012
6 Los Angeles County Fire Department
Afttn: Lettie Garamillo - Forestry Division/Prevention Bureau
5823 Rickenbacker Road, Room 123
Commerce, CA 90040
7 California Highway Patrol
1601 Corporate Center Drive
Monterey Park, CA 91754
8 L.A. County Office of County Counsel
Attn: Lauren Dods - 652 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 W. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
9 Los Angeles Dept of City Planning, Attn: Darlene
200 N. Spring Street, City Hall Rm. 750
Los Angeles CA 90012
10 City of Los Angeles Urban Forestry Division, Attn: Tim Tyson
1149 S. Broadway Street, 4th Floor
Los Angeles CA 90015
11 City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Bureau of Sanitation
Woastewater Engineering Services Division, Attn: Kwasi Berko
2714 Media Center Drive
Los Angeles CA 90065
12 Steve Ortega, THCP Committee Member
Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
601 South Brand Blvd, Suite 102
San Fernando, CA 91340-4040
13 State Clearinghouse
1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
14 California Department of Parks and Recreation
1416 8th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
15 James Duprey
El Cariso Park Advisory Group
24307 Magic Mtn Pkwy, #294
Valencia, CA 91355

® Govermnment agencies other than the Los Angeles County Departments of Public Works and the Los Angeles County
Department of Parks and Recreation
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The document was placed in the Sylmar and San Fernando public libraries on November 14, 2012.
Copies of the document were also placed at the El Cariso Community Regional Park office (new
gymnasium building). Acknowledgments of receipt at these locations are included as Exhibits D-3 through
D-5.

D.6 Draft CEQA Document Posted Online

The County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation posted the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated

Negative Declaration for the proposed project on its website at http://parks.lacounty.gov/
wps/portal/dpr/Newsroom/EnvironmentalDocuments/

D.7 Comments Received and Responses

Two community members and five government agencies provided comments on the Draft Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. Each of these letters has been reprinted herein with substantive
comments bracketed and numbered as shown on Exhibits D-6 through D-12. A summary of comments
raised and the corresponding DPW responses are provided on Table D-3.
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Exhibit D-1. Filing of Notice of Availability at Los Angeles County Clerk

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

‘Ta Ennch Lives Through Effective and Caring Servica”

G053 SOUTH TREMONT AVENUE
ALHAMIRA, CALFGRRIA G180 1131

GAIL FARBER, Direcioe Teteplhions. {526) 453.5100
hrtp:i/dpw.tacounty.gov ADBRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE [0
PO BOX 1450
ALHAMBEA, CALIFORNLA V102 [404)
IN REFLY PLEASE
November 8, 2012 ORIGINAL FILED rone  Pd-2
NOV 14 201
TO: All Interested Parties LOSANGELES. CUUN LY ULERK

FROM: Sam Shadab
Project Man enl Division |

EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARK

SOCCER/FOOTBALL FIELDS, UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE
PLAYGROUND AND PHASE || GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This is to inform you that the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
proposes to construct and operate two new soccer/football fields, a universally
accessible playground, and other Phase |l general improvements to the
El Cariso Community Regional Park in the Sylmar community of the City of Los Angeles
(Los Angeles County). The new facilities would be located at 13100 Hubbard Street,
Sylmar, California 91342. The facilities would be located in the central portion of the

park.

The propased project would include construction of the following: a full-size
soccerffootball field; a smaller soccer field; a universally accessible playground that
replaces two existing play areas; two handball courts; a new concession stand to
accommodate the new soccerffootball patrons and also replaces an existing comfort
station (restroom building); and, additional parking. The proposed project would also
include: demolition and replacement of one comfort station (restroom building) and five
picnic areas with shelters; relocation of one picnic shelter to an existing picnic area;
and, additional lighting of the existing basketball courts. This project also includes
construction of Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant walkways which will
improve the existing pathways within the park. The soccer/football fields would be
operated by the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation




Exhibit D-1. Filing of Notice of Availability at Los Angeles County Clerk (Cont’d)

All Interested Parties
November 8, 2012
Page 2

In accardance with the California Environmental Quality Act, the County has prepared a
draft imitial Study and proposes lo adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for this
project. The Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration is available for review at
the Sylmar Public Library., 14561 Polk Streef, Sylmar, California 91342,
Phone: (818) 367-6102; San Fernando Public Library, 217 North Maclay Avenue,
San Fernando, California 91340, Phone; (818) 365-6928; and al the El Cariso Park
office 13100 Hubbard Street, Sylmar, California 81342, Phone: (818) 367-7050. The
document is also available during narmal business hours, Monday through Thursday, at
the County of Los Angeles Depariment of Public Works, 800 Seuth Fremont Avenue,
5th Floor Receptianist, Alhambra, CA 91803.

The public review period for the Mitigated Negative Declaralion will closa on
December 14, 2012, Wniten comiments may be mailed lo:

Department of Public Works
Attention Mr. Sam Shadab

800 South Fremont Avenue, Sth Floor
Alhambra, Calfornia 91803

All written comment letters must be postmarked no later than December 14, 2012
Comments may be e-mailed ta sshadab@dpw lacounty gov or fax {o the altention of the
project manager, Mr. Shadab at (626) 979-5320. Faxed comments must be received by
5.00 p.m. on December 14, 2012 Should you have any questions. please contact the
project manager at (626) 300-2337

Thank you for your interast in this project.

SSejt

i aralees @il Gens g n 32 E 1 Camso Ohim 800 Communay Sarthr ProerAcm PG L PO Aenan M U MBS 2 3s 30 sty 307

ha: Project Management | (Youssef, Shadab)

LR TR TR

hiatal L7300




Exhibit D-2. Filing of Notice of Completion at State Clearinghouse

I-t‘.-z - CEOAC Home > LER; Duery = S =0 -mm—n Lex mu--n

El Cariso Community Reglonal Park SocceriFootball Fields, UA Playground and Phase Il General
Improvements

o
o0 !

SCH Humber: 2012111048
Document Type: MND - Mitigated Negstive Declaration
Project Lead Agency: Los Angeles County

Project Description

The Courty of Los Angeles Department of Public Work s proposes to construa an operate 2 new soccerfoothall felds, a universaily acce ssibie
playground and other P hase Il general improvements at the existing El Cariso Community Regional Park in Syimar. The project would include 2
handball courts, replacem ert of com fort stations and picnic arsas, new Eghting, new &mericans with Disabilities Act (D Akcompliant walkways, and
additional parking. The purpose ofthe project is 1o improve recreational and community oppartunties inthe Sylmar area.

Contact Information

Primary Contact:

Sam Shadab

Los Angeles County Dept. of P ublic Works
626 3002337

900 S.Fremont Ave., Fitth Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803

Project Location

Courty. Los Angeles

Ciy:

Region;

Cross Streets: Hubbard Street and Eldridge Strest
LatitudeLonglude: 34" 18' 56" / 118" 25' 4" lagy
P arcel No: 2580015804

Township: 3N

Range: 15V

Section: 26

Base:

Other Locstion Info:  City/Mearest Community: Sylmar

Proximity To

Highvways [-210

Airports No

Railways: Mo

Waterways PacoimaWash

Schools: Head Start, LAMC

Land Use: Recreational / Open Space / (within incomorated oty)

D evelopment Type
R ecrestional (Soccer/F oothall Fields, U4 Playground)

Local Action

Project Issues

Aesthetic/Visual, Agricultural Land, Ar Quality, Archaeologic-Histotic, Biclogical Resources, Drainage/dbsorptian, Flood PlainFlonding, Forest
LandFire Hazard, Geologic/Seismic, Minerals, N oise, Public Services, Recreation/Parks, Soil ErosionfC cmpaction/Grading, Vegetation, Water Quality,
Growth Inducing, Cumulstive Effeds

Reviewing Agencies (Agencies in Bold Type submitted comment lettersto the State Clearinghouse)

Resources Agency; Department of Fish and Game, Region 5; Department of Parks and Recreation; Depariment of Water Resources; Califoria
Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 7; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 4; Native American Heritage Commission

Date Received: 11/15/2012 Start of Review: 11/15/2012 End of Review: 12/14/2012




Exhibit D-3. Receipt of Draft IS/IMND by Sylmar Public Library

PARSONS

100 West Walnul Streel. Pasadena. California @ Y1124 @ (800) BB3-7600 @ Fax. (628) 440-6200 & www. parsons.carm

November 14, 2012

Referenca Librarian
Sylmar Public Library
14561 Polk Strest
Sylmar, CA 91342-4055

Subject:  Draft Initial Study/Miligaled Negative Declaration
El Cariso Community Regional Park Soccer/Football Fields, Universally Accessible Playground

and Phase |l General Improvements Project

Dear Reference Libranan:

On behalf of the County of Las Angeles Department of Public Works, Parsons is pleased to provide you
with this copy of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Proposed El Cariso Communily Regional Park Soccer/Football Fields, Universally
Accessible Playground and Phase || General Improvements Project. This document shauld be made
available to the public upon request. Addilional copies of this document are also available for review at the E
Cariso Park Office and al the Counly of Los Angeles Department of Public Works office located at 900 S.
Fremant Avenue, 5" Floor Receptionist, Alhambra, CA 91803.

We request thal your receip! of lhis document be confirmad Please fill in and sign the boltom portion of
this letter and fax it back to (626) 440-6200 attn: Rosemarie Crisologo. The confirmation can also be mailed
to the above address, atin: R. Crisologo; or scanned and returned lo rosemarie.crisologa@parsens.com

Should you have any questions, please call Mr. Sam Shadab at the County of Los Angeles Department
of Public Works at (626) 300-2337 or the undersigned at (626) 440-6048. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerealy,
PARSONS

7 %
MNW‘L&& Nt
Rosemarie Crisologo {7

TransLibr.doc
allch

CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT:

R . 7 - P
eans f/,f“f?///féﬂ L ALJd "'/ﬂf/ /7
v ¥

Signature ] Dale
D(i ol Cé ft‘,-,rf F 1 F ﬁn' 4//'[{ 'l
Printed Name g For Sylmar Publits Lfbm@f




Exhibit D-4. Receipt of Draft IS'MND by San Fernando Public Library

PARSONS

100 West Walnut Street, Pasadena, California @ 31124 @ (800} 883-7600 @ Fax (626} 420-6200 @ www._parscns.cam

MNovember 14, 2012

Reference Library

San Femando Public Library
217 N. Maclay Avenue

San Fernando, CA 81340-2433

Subject: Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
El Cariso Community Regional Park Scccer/Football Fields, Universally Accessible Playground
and Phase |l General Impravements Project

Dezr Reference Librarian:

On behaif of the County of Las Angeles Department of Public Works, Parsons is pleased to pravide you
with this copy of the Califernia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Propased El Cansa Community Regional Park Soccer/Football Fields, Universally
Accessible Playground and Phase Il General Improvements Project. This document should be made
available to the public upon requesi. Additional copies af this document are also available for review at the El
Cariso Park Office and al the Counly of Los Angeles Departmenl of Public Works office located at 900 S.
Fremont Avenue, 5™ Floor Receplionist, Alhambra, CA 91803

We request thal your receipt of this document be confirmed. Please fill In and sign the boitom portion of
this letier and fax it back lo (626) 440-6200 attn: Rosemarie Cnsologo. The canfirmalion can also be mailed
to the abave address, atin: R. Crisologo, or scanned and returned to rosemarie.crisologo@parsons.com

Should you have any queslions, please call Mr. Sam Shadab at the County of Los Angeles Department
of Public Works at (626) 300-2337 or lhe undersigned at (626) 440-6048. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
PARSONS

Fsdimarit. (j»a—o&'fr—’
{

Rosemarie Crisolago

TransLibr doc
attch

CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT:

N /.f;’_/é{//;

Signature ) Date
Hulda (4843 |
Printed Narme ForSan Fernando Ficbii ¢
Liboran

D-20




Exhibit D-5. Receipt of Draft IS/IMND by El Cariso Park Office

PARSONS

100 Wes) Walnul Street, Pasadena, Canfomia @ 91724 @ (800) 883-7600 @ Fax' {B26) 440-6200 @ wavw parsons.com

November 14, 2012

El Cariso Community Regional Park
Park Office (for Public Notice)
13100 Hubbad Strzel

Sylmar, CA 91342-3304

Subjecl:  Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
El Cariso Community Regional Park Soccer/Football Fields, Universally Accessible Playground
and Phase Il General Improvements Project

Rc‘:‘gre&m,!;d‘ﬁ Ve
Dear :

On behalf of the Counly of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Parsons is pleased to provide you
with this copy of the California Environmental Quality Acl (CEQA) Draft Initial Study/Mitigaled Negative
Declaration for the Proposed El Carise Community Regioral Park Soccer/Foothall Fields, Universally
Accessible Playground and Phase Il General Improvements Project. This document should be made
avalable to the public upon request. Additional copies of this document are also available for review at the El
Carisa Park Office and at the Counity of Los Angeles Department of Public Works office located at 900 S
Fremont Avenue, 5" Floor Receptionist, Alhambra, CA 91803,

We request that your receipt of this document be confirmed. Please fill in and sign the bottom portion of
this letter and fax il back to (626) 440-6200 alin: Rosemarie Crisalogo. The confirmation can also be mailed
{o the above address, atin: R. Crisologe; or scanned and relurned lo rosemarie.criselogo@parsons.com

Should you have any guestions, please call Mr. Sam Shadab at the County of Los Angeles Department
of Public Works at (626) 300-2337 or the undersigned at (626} 440-6048. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
PARSONS

ﬂ%fﬁtﬂ/u& {4 Mﬁ“f""—*—

Rasemarie Crisologo UJ

TransLibr doc
atlch

CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT:

,Zé_ ////«'7/_//2.

Slgnature 5o
),q for TR é;“f‘ﬁ'/‘,w,a.-—‘
Printed Name & 2 T r:ade

D-21




Exhibit D-6. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 1 from Dan Feinberg

From: Dan F

Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:52 AM

To: Shadab, Sam

Subject: R Proposed Project at El Carise Community Regional Park

Hello Sam,

Ona of my friends (in her email below) has a couple of comments on the El Cariso'park
work:

1. She asks that the materials which are listad as available at county facihities/locations 1_1
aiso be available on lina. This 1s 2012 and not everyone whe is interasted is abla to
physically ba at the night place within the right imes.

2. Also, question re the picnic area(s) ~ she understands that ona will D2 r2located and 1 2
ramoving five othars without replacement/relocations? =
Best regards,

-Dan

Dan Feinberg

El Cariso Park Advisory Committes

Sylmar homeowner

President CASM SFV Inc. (www. CASM-SFV.oig)

Exhibit D-7. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 2 from Eugene Hernandez

From:

Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Shadab, Sam

Subject:

Please don't cut any trees-Eugene Hermandez- 2-1

D-22




Exhibit D-8. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 3 from Native American Heritage Commission

EIATEOF CALFQASA. e p— o . Edeuna B Brosoud.Dovsiaes
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION AT
1S CAFTTOL MALL_ ROOM 368

SACRAMENTD, CA 9MATH 32Xy
[6TH) 8834751 2L

Fan (W16 575350
Wab Sne warm nabc ca g
24 rabc@pacted nat

Novembear 26 2012

Mr Sam Shadab, Planner

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works

200 Seuth Fremont Avenus, 5% Floor
Athambra. CA 91803

IRe SCH#2012111048, CEQA Notice of Completion; Proposad Mitigated Negative L
f Declaration for the “El Cariso Reglonal Parks Soccer/Foatball Fiels Project;” located in f
| the Sylmar Area; Los Angeles County, Callfornia

= — i == )

Dear Mr. Shadab

The NAHC is the State of Califorma ‘Trustee Agency' far the protection and
presarvation of Native American cullural fesaurces pursuani to Califarnia Public Resaurces
Code §21070 and affirmed by the Thurd Appellste Courtin the case of EPIC v. Johasan
{1985 170 Cal App 2 504)

Thus letter includes state and fedaral statules refating to Native Amepcan
historic properties of resources of religious and cultural significance to American [ndian Inbes
and inlerested Native Amernican individuals as ‘consulting parties’ under bolh state and federal
Jaw State law also addresses the freedom of Native American Raligious Expression in Public
Resources Code §5097 9

The Calfornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA - CA Public Rescuices Code =
21000-21177, amendment s effective 3/18/2010) requines that any project that causes a
substantal adverse change In the significanca of an historical resource, that mcludes
archaeclogical resources. is a ‘significant effect’ requinng the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) per tha CEQA Guidalines defines a significant impact on the envirgnment
as 'a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of physical conditions within
an area affacted by the proposed projedt, including ... objects of histone or aesihetic
significance.” In order ta comply with this prevision, the lead agency is required o assess
whether the praject will hava an adverse impact on these resources within the ‘area of patential
eHect (APE), and if so. lo mibgale that effect The NAHC adwises the Lead Agency to request a
Sacred Lands File search of the NAHC F ane has not been done for the ‘area of potential effect
ne APE previgusly. -

The MAHC "Sacred Sites,' as defined by the Native American Herlage Commassion and
the Calformia Legisiature in Cakfornia Public Resources Code §§5097 84(a) and 5087 56
items in the NAHC Sacred Lands Inventory are confidential and exempt from the Public
Records Act pursuant to California Gavernment Coda §5254 (1)

Eany consultation with Mative Amearican tribes in your area is the best way 16 avoid
pnanticipated discovenes of cullural resources of bunal sites ance a projeat is underway.
Culturally affiliated tribes and indrviduals may have kncwledge of the rehgious and sultural

D-23




Exhibit D-8. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 3 from Native American Heritage Commission (Cont’d)

significance of the historic properties in the projec area (e.g. APE) We strongly urgs thal you
maka contact with the list of Nativa American Confacts on the attached Iist of Native American
contacts, to see if your proposed project might impact Native Amencan culfural resources and to 3.2
obtain their recommendations concerning the proposed project. Pursuant o CA Public
Resources Code § 5097 .85, the NAHC requests cooperation from other public agencies in order
that the Nativa American consulting parties be provided pertinent project information.
Consultation with Native American communities i3 also a matter of environmental justice as
defined by California Government Code §65040 12(e). Pursuant 1o CA Public Resources Code
§5097.95, Ine NAHC requests that pertinent project information be provided consulting tribal
parties, including archaeological studies. The NAHC recommends avoidance as defined by
CEQA Guidelines §15370(a) to pursuing a project that would damage or destroy Native
American cultural resources and Califomnia Public Resources Code Section 21083 2
(Archaeclogicsl Resources) that requires documentation, data recovery of cultural resources,
construction to avoid sites and the possible use of covenant easements to protect siles.

Furthermere, the NAHC if the propesed project 1s under the junsdiction of the statutes
and regulations of the National Environmental Policy Act (e.q. NEPA, 42 .S € 4321-43351) 3-3
Consultabion with tribes and interested Native American consulting parties, on tha NAHC list,
should be conducted in compliance with the requirements of federal NEPA and Section 106 and
4(f) of federal NHPA (16 U.S.C. 470 et seqg). 36 CFR Part 800.3 (f) (2) & .5. the President's
Council on Environmental Quality {(CSQ, 42 U.S.C 4371 £t seq. and NAGPRA (25 U.S.C. 3001-
3013) as appropriate. The 1992 Secretary of the Intenors Standards for the Treatment of
Histaric Progerties were revised so that they could be applied to all historic resourca types
mncluded in the National Regrster of Historic Places and including cultural landscapes. Also.
federal Executive Orders Nos. 11533 (preservation of cultural environment), 13175
{coordination & consultation) and 13007 (Sacred Sites) ara helpful, supportive guidas for
Sectien 106 consultaton. The elorementioned Secretary of the Intener's Standards include
recommendstions for all ‘lead agencies' to consider the histaric context of propesed projects
and te “research’ the cultural landscapa that might include the ‘area of potantial effect’

considered as protected by California Govenment Code §6254( r) and may also be protected
under Section 304 of he NHPA or at the Secretary of the Interior discretion if not eligible for
Iisting on the National Register of Historic Places The Secretary may also be advised by the
tederal Indian Religious Freedom Act (cf. 42 U.S.C , 1996) in issuing a decision on wheather or
nat 1o disclose items of religious and/ar cultural significanca identified in or near the APEs and
possitnlity threatened by propesed project activity.

Confidentiality of "historic properiies of raligicus and culturs! significanca’ should also ba ]- 3 4

Furthermors, Public Resources Code Section 509798, Califorma Government Code
§27491 and Health & Salety Code Section 7050.5 provide for provisions for inadverant } 3_5
discavery of human remains mandate the processes lo be followed in the avent of a discovery
of human remains in a project location ather than a ‘'dedicated cemetery’
To be effective. consultation on spacific projects must be the result of an ongoing =

relationship between Native American tribes and lead agencies, project proponents and their 3 6
conlractors, in the opinion of the NAHC. Regarding tribal consultation, a relationship built B 2
around regular meetings ard informal involvemant with local tribes will lead to more qualitative  _J
consultation tnbal input on specific projects

Finally. when Nalive Amernican cultural sites and/or Native American bunal silas ars
prevalant within the project site, the NAHC recommends “avodance of the sie as referanced by = 3"7
CEQA Guidelines Section 15370(a),
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Exhibit D-8. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 3 from Native American Heritage Commission (Cont'd)

If you have any queshons about this responsa 1o your request, please do not hesitate to
24 ma at (316) B53-6251

Singkrely,

Program Analyst |

Hative American Contacts
Los Angeles County
Novembaer 28, 2012

S an Farnando Band of Mission lndians

Bevarly Salazar Folkes John Valenzuela, Chairpersan

1331 Shadytrook Dmu Chumash P.O. Box 221838 Fernandaho

Mousand Oexs, CA 91362  Tataviam Newhall . CAYI322 Tataviam

[otkes @ msn.com Fermandena tsen2u@hotrmail com Serrano

805 492-7255 (861) 753-9833 Office Vanyums

{BOS5) 558-1154 - call (760) B85-0955 Call Kitanemuk
(760) 849-1604 Fax

Fermnandeno Tataviam Band o Mission Indizns

Aancke Setas, Culurl Prrsrmvation Drgsrtmped Rary Guzman - Folkes

1015~ fnd Gremt, Gusta 21 Fernandzng 6471 Ceenelt Cirgle Ghumash

San Fear'nando CA 91340 Tataviam MOcrparil , CA 021 Farnandono

fsalas@lataviam-nsn.gov ndnRandy &yahoo.com  Talavlam

tB1 Bj 837-0784 Office (805) H05-1675 - cell Shashone Palule

Yaqui

(818) B37-0795 Fax

LA CitytCounty Nalive Amencan Indian Comm
Ron Andrade, Director

3175 Wast 6th St, Rm. 403
Las Angeles . CA 90020
randrade & rss lacounty gov
{213) 351-5324

(213) 388-3505 FAX

Gatirwing Tongvd indsarns o Cavlema Troa Cours)
Aobed F. Dorame. Tribal Chair/Cullural Resources

P.D. Box 430 Gabrieliro Tongva
Beillawer CA 90707

glongva®@verizon.net
562-761-6417 - voice
562-761-8417- fax

Tangva Ancestral Terntonal Tribal Nation
Jonn Tommy Rosas, Tribal Admin.

Privale Address Gabnsling Tangva

attniaw@gmail.com
310-570-8567

Thia let ke curmeed ovidy am OF LPw Eale of Erin Joguroenl,

Dirbaulinn of tas bel Gos Mot redeve ary SeTecn oF Iha SL35T0NY FAAponedd ity B dofined m Seriinn TRSIS aF s HaarT and Sakery Tooe,
Seennn 137 94 of the Punbc Rsssorres Dode and Sechon EC¥7 N of (he Pubic Resnurtes Coon

Thug limk iy eppficabee for corzatiag incal Matve Anmricers wah rrgerd 10 tulbond rmources far (e proposad

SCHN2011111048; CEQA Notiew of Tumplitiorn, progewss) Mithzsiwd Weguire Declan(-on fut the 1 Caiso Commngy Amaensd Fws

D-25




Exhibit D-9. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 4 from California Department of Fish and Game

Subject:
Attachments: Exampie Birg Larguage 2011 dog, Sxample Bat CECA Languags 2012 ans

fFrom: Scott Marris [mailto:SPHARRISEdFe.ca.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2017 3:46 PM

To: Shadab, Sam

Subject: El Cariso Comnunity Regional Park DMKD

*r. Shadab,

The Department of Fish and Game has reviewad the draft Mitigated Hegative Declaralion (UHMND)
for the E1 Cariso Community Regional Park Improvement Project (Project).

The Project will result in the removal of several landscape trees, pther vegetaticn and
building demolition and therefore may have an adverse impact to native nesting birds and
bats. These imparts were pot included in the initisl study for the OMND. The Orpartment
recormmends that the attached recommended measures be included in the approval of the project.
Please let me know if you have any questions. Fhank you.

Scott Harris

Environmental Scientist

CA Dept. of Fish and Game
Habitat Conservation Planning
(626) 797-3170
spharris@dfg.ca.poyv
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Exhibit D-9. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -

Letter No. 4 from California Department of Fish and Game (Cont’d)

Department of Fish and Game
Recommendations to Assist in the Avoidance of Nesting Birds

1. Migratory nongame native bird species are protected by internationzl treaty
under the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (S0 C F R.
Section10.13). Seclions 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 of the Califarnia Fish and Game
Code prohibit take of all birds and their active nests including raptors and other
migratory nongame birds (as listed under the Faderal MBTA).

2. Proposed project activities (including, but not imited ta, staging and
disturbances lo native and nonnative vegetation, structures, and substrates)
should gccur outside of the avian breeding season which generally runs from
March 1-August 31 (as early as January 1 for some raptors) to avoid take of
birds or their eggs. Take means to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt
to hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill (Fish and Game Code Section 88), and
includes take of eggs and/or young resulting from disturbances which cause
abandonment of active nests. Depending on the avian species

present, a qualified biologist may determine that a change in the breeding
season dates is warranted

3. Ifavoidance of the avian breeding season is not feasible, the Department
recommends that, beginning thirty days prior lo the initiation of project activities.
a qualified biologist with experience in canducting breeding hird surveys conduct
weekly bird surveys to detect protected native birds occurring in suitable nesting
habital that is to be disturbed and (as access to adjacent areas allows) any

other such habitat within 300 feet of the disturbance area (within 200 feet for
raptors). The surveys should continue on a weekly basis with the last survey
being conducted no more than 3 days prier to the initiation of project activities If
a pratected native bird is found. the project proponent should delay all project
actlivities vathin 300 feet of on- and off-site suitabla nesling habitat (within 500
fest for suitable raptor nesting habitat) until August 31. Alternatively, the qualified
biolegist could continue the surveys in arder to locate any nests If an active nest
is located, project activities within 300 feet of the nest (within 500 feet for raptor
nasts) or as determined by a qualified biological manitor, must be postpaoned untii
the nest is vacated and juveniles have fledged and there is no evidence of a
second attempt at nesting. Flagging, stakes, and/or construction fencing should
be used to demarcate the inside boundary of the buffer of 300 feet {or 500 feet)
between the project activities and the nest. Project personnel, including all
contractors working on site, should be instructed on the sensitivity of the area
The project proponent should provide the [CEQA lead agency] the results of

the recommended protective measures described above to document
compliznce with applicable State and Federal laws pertaining to the protection of

native birds.

if the biological monitor determines that a narrower bufier between the project
activiies and observed active nests is warranted, hasshe should submit a wriften

=

4-2

W

- 4-4
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Exhibit D-9. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 4 from California Department of Fish and Game (Cont’d)

explanation as to why (e.g., species-specific information; ambient cenditicns
birds’ habituation to them; and the terrain, vegetation, and birds’

lines of sight between the project activities and the nest and foraging areasjto L. 4-4
the [CEQA lead agency] and, upon request, the Department. Based on the
submitted information, the [CEQA lead agency] (and the Department, if the Cont'd
Department requests) will determine whether to allow a narrower buffer. o

4. The biological monitar shall be present on site during all grubbing and clearing
of vegetation to ensure that these activities remain within the project footprint
(/.e., outside the demarcated buffer) and that the flagging/stakes/fencing is being
maintained, and to minimize the likelihood that active nests are abandoned or fail L 4 g
due to project activities. The biological moniter shall send weekly monitoring
reports to the [CEQA lead agency] during the grubbing and clearing of
vegetation, and shall notify the [CEQA lead 2gency] immediately if project
activities damage active avian nests

Project Considerations for Protection of Bats

Bats are considered non-game mammals and are afforded protection by state law from
take and/or harassment, (Fish and Game Code Section 4150, California Code of
Regulations, Section 251.1). Several bat species are also censidered California Species
of Special Concern (CSC) and meet the CEQA definition of rare, threatened or
endangered species (CEQA Guidelines 15065). Take of CSC could require a mandatory j= 4.6
finding of significance by the Lead Agency, (CEQA Guidelines 15085).

To avoid the direct loss of bats that could result from removal of trees and/or structures
that may provide maternity roost habitat (e.g., in cavities or under loose bark), the
following steps should be taken: -

-
- To the extent feasible, tree removal or relocation would be scheduled between Oclober E_ 4 7
1 and February 28, outside of the maternity roosting seasan. 3

—
—

- If trees and/or structures must be removed during the maternity season (March 1 to
September 30), a qualfied bat specialist should conduct a pre-construction survey to
identify those trees and/or structures proposed for disturbance that could provide
hibernacula or nursery celony raosting habitat for bats.

- Each tree and/or structure identified as potentially supporting an active maternity roost
should be closely inspected by the bat specialist no greater than 7 days prior to tree
disturbance to more precisely determine the presence or absence of roosting bats.

- If bats are not detected, but the bat specialist determines that roosting bats may be
present at any time of year, it is preferable to push any tree down using heavy
machinery rather than felling it with a chainsaw. In order to ensure the optimum warning
for any roosting bats that may still be present, the tree should be pushed lightly two to
three times, with a pause of approximately 30 seconds between each nudge to allow
bats to becoma active. The tree should then be pushed to the ground slowly and should = 4-8
remain in place until it is inspected by a bat specialist. Trees that are known to be bat
roosts should not be sawn up or mulched immediately. A peried of at least 24 hours, and
preferably 48 hours, should elapse prior to such operations to allow bats to escape. Bats
should be allowed to escape prior to demolition of buildings. This may be accemplished
by placing one way exclusionary davices inta areas where bats are entering a building
that allow bats to exit but not enter the building.

- Maternity season lasts from March 1 to September 30. Trees and/or structures
determined to be maternity roasts should be left in piace until the end of the matemity
season.

- The bat specialist should document all demolition monitering activities, and prepare a
summary rzport to the Lead Agency upen completion of tree disturbance and/or building
demolition activities.

et
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Exhibit D-10. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 5 from County of Los Angeles Fire Department

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
FIRE DEPARTMENT
+2420 NOSITH SASTERN AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, TALIFORMIA 900533204
1273) 8812448

DARYL L D387
FIRE CHIEF
FORESTER & PRE WARDEN

December 5, 2012

Mr. Szam Shadab, Planner

Project Management Division |
Department of Public Works

500 South Fremont Avenue, 5th Floar
Athambra, CA 91803

Dear Mr. Shadab:

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT INITIAL
STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, EL CARISO COMMUNITY REGIONAL
PARK SOCCER/FOOTBALL FIELDS, UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE PLAYGROUND AND
PHASE 1l GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE
TWO NEW SOCCER-FOOTBALL FIELDS, 13100 HUBBARD STREET, SYLMAR

(FFER #201200165)

The Mitigated Negative Declaration has been reviewed by the Planning Division, Land
Development Unit, Farestry Division and Heallh Hazardous Materials Division of the County
of Las Angeles Fire Deparlment. The following are their comments:

PLANNING DIVISION:

XIv. PUBLIC SERVICES
a) Fire protection?
The paragraph under this section should be corrected as follows:

Fire protection services for the Sylmar community are provided by the Los Angeles City Fire L. 5-1
Department;the-Los Angeles County Fire-Depadment, the-Natioral-Ferast-Service arby-all
three-dopadments-undera-Mutual-Aid and-Assistanse-Rrogram-{Zounty-of Los-Apgelas,
2008). The City of Los Angeles Fire Department has one station in Syimar. City of Los

SERVING THE UNINCORFORATED AREAS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND ThE CTES OF-

SCITLRA M LS AL ABALAS DA DD A LTS [EXTTTEGTY WALy [ARITTY ENAL sl
ARTTR A Cammlsy CUAATE TR oy B DRI AL TN € PA OS5 VESTREL WA E] MO
[ T Fu MORTE MOUSTRY L o wiraan RLLIINC 214 WOUTH SATE
(AT A U i AliETaA WL B ) LASTASTER PaL st E RI_LITe, &2 | 5 ESTATES STV T Oty
EOMMIAT | CLL TRtk RPN CRWHDIALE B O3 EACLTEITATES  ROSEVERD 3 1
COvIHA hA% Anth CRADE S L3 CARaL F LT RiBaL T PaAN A2 SAN AT
CUDARY HAPTHOANS i AnREA CANASA PO o Fate TRNT R CiLamT 4
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Exhibit D-10. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 5 from County of Los Angeles Fire Department (Cont’d)

Mr. Sam Shadab, Planner
December 5, 2012
Page 2

Angeles Fire Station No. 91 serves Sylmar and the northeast portion of the city of San
Fernando. This stalion will provide fire protection services to El Cariso Communily Regional
Park. The propased praject will result in additional public facilities in an existing park that will
continue to require fire protection services. No change to the response time to the park
would be anticipated. Due to the nature of the recreational facilities to be added to the park,

the proposed project will not resutt in a substantial increase in the demand for fire protection | 5.4

services or generate a need for a new fire station in the area. Therefore, impacts to fire
protection are considered less than significant.

Note: While there is an automatic aid agreement between the three agencies mentioned
above, it is strictly limited in scope. It provides for the exchange of services across
jurisdictional boundaries only under certain conditions and within designated areas. The
agreement does not provide for an automatic sid County response to this project site.

LAND DEVELOPMENT UNIT:

Cont'd

1z The development of this project must comply with all applicable code and ordinance ].. 5_2

requirements for canstruction, access, waler mains, fire flows and fire hydrants.

2. Fire Depariment requirements for access, fire flows and hydrants are addressed } 5.3

during the building permit stage.

3 The maximum allowable grade shall not exceed 15% excepl where topography makes
it impractical to keep within such grade. In such cases, an absolute maximum of 20%
will be allowed for up to 150 feetin distance. The average maximum allowed grade,
including topegraphical difficulties, shall be no more than 17%. Grade breaks shall not
exceed 10% in ten feet.

4, Fire sprinkler systems are required in mosl commercial occupancles. For those
occupancies nol requiring fire sprinkler systems, itis strongly suggested that fire 9-5
sprinkler systems be installed. This will reduce potential fire and |ife losses.

9-4

5. The development may require fire flows up to 5,000 gallons per minute at 20 per ]_ 5-6

square inch residual pressure for up 1o a five-hour duration. Final fire flows will be
based on the size of buildings and type of construction used.

6. Fire hydrant spacing shall be 300 feet and shall meet the faollowing requirements:

a) No portion of lot frontage shall be more than 200 feet via vehicular access from a

public fire hydrant. 5'7

b} No portion of a building shall exceed 400 feet via vehicular access from a property
spaced public fire hydrant.
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Letter No. 5 from County of Los Angeles Fire Department (Cont’d)

Mr. Sam Shadab, Planner
December 5, 2012
Page 3

¥: Turning radii shall not be less than 32 feet. This measurement shall be determined at} 5.8

the genterline of the road. A Fire Department approved turning area shall be provided
for all driveways exceeding 150 feet in-length.

8. All on-site driveways/roadways shall provide a minimum unobstructed width of 26 feet,
clear-to-sky. Tha on-site driveway is to be within 150 feet of all portions of the exterior
walls of the first story of any building.

9. The entrance to the street/driveway and intermittent spacing distances of 150 leet
shall be posted with Fire Department appraved signs stating "NO PARKING - FIRE
LANE" in three-inch high letters. Driveway labeling is necessary ta ensure access for
Fire Depariment use.

19, Articles 3.05 and 3.16,

10. Al access devices and gates shall comply with California Code of Regulations, Tit!e} 5-11

11.  All access devicas and gates shall meet the following requirements:

a) Any single gated opening used for ingress and egress shall ba a minimum of 26
feet in-width, clear-lo-sky.

b} Any divided gate opening (when each gate is usad for a single direction of travel
i.e., ingress or egress) shall be a minimum width of 20 feet clear-te-sky.

¢) All limited access devicas shall be of a type approved by the Fire Department.

12.  All proposals for traffic calming measures (speed humps/bumps/cushions, traffic } 5.13
o -

circles, roundabouts, ate.) shall be submitted to the Fire Department for review, priort
implementation

13.  Should any questions arise regarding access and water system reguirements, clease
contact the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Land Development Unit, Fire
Prevention Engineering Assistant If Wally Collins, at (323) 890-4243. The building
plans shall be submitted to the Department's Valencia Fire Prevention Office, attention
FPEA Il Tim Gutierrez, (661) 286-8821,

FORESTRY DIVISION — OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS:

1. The statulory responsibilities of the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry
Division include erosion control, watershed management, rare and endangered
species, vegetation, fuel madificalion for Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones or Fir
Zone 4, archeological and cultural resources and the County Oak Tree Ordinance.

~5-12

5-9

3-10

9-14

5-15
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Letter No. 5 from County of Los Angeles Fire Department (Cont'd)

Mr. Sam Shadab, Planner
December 5, 2012
Page 4

2. The areas germane 1o the statutory responsibilities of the County of Los Angeles Fire
Department, Forestry Division have been addressed.

HEALTH HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DIVISION:

1. We have no comments at this time.

H you have any additionai queslions, please contact this office at (323) 8904330,

Very truly yours,

b e LA

FRANK VIDALES, ACTING CHIEF, FORESTRY DIVISION
PREVENTION SERVICES BUREAU

FV:ij
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Exhibit D-11. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 6 from California Department of Transportation

SLATE G UM EGRNIA = S RIESS THANSPORTATION ABDHEOURNG AGIEY _RLMUNINL RN JE_Lorts

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 7, REGIONAL PLANNING

WGRICFQA BRANCH

IDOMAINSTREETL M% 0w 16

LUS ANGELES, CA 986123406 f I et
FHONE: €213) 3979140 & eovrre wffllzien)
FAX (213)897-1337

Dreeember 14, 20412

Mr. Sam Shadab

fos Angeles County

Department of Public Works
900 8, Fremont Ave,, Fifth Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803

IGR/CEQA No. 121132AL-MND
El Cartiso Community Regional Pask Soecer/Foatball
Fields, Universally Accessible Playground and Phase
11 General Improvement Project
Vie. LA-210/ PM R4 T
SCH #: 2012111048

Dear Mr. Shadab:

Thank vou For including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
cnvironmental review process for the above referenced project. The proposed project consists of
the copstruction of a full-size soccerifootball field; a smaller soccer feld; o umversally
accessible playground that replaces two existing play areas: two handball courts; @ new
concession stand o accommeodale the new soccer/football patrons and also replaces an existing
comfort station (restroom building); and additional parking,

Stormo water run-ofl is i seositive issue for Los Angeles and Ventura counties. Please be mindiul
that projects should be designed to discharge clean run-off water.  Additionally, discharge of = 6-1
storrn water un-off is not permitted onto State highway facilities without any storm water
management plan

Transportation of heavy construction equipaent and/or materials, which requires the usc of
oversized-transport vehicles on State highways, will require g transportation permil from = 6-2
Caltrans, 1t is recommended that large size truck traps be limited to off-peak commute perods.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Atun Lan the project coondinstor at (213)
$97-8391 and refer to IGR/CEQA No, 121132AL.

Sincerely,

& Y, L .

e B P "»Z“—%"/.'_’/"
L‘\./L" L7 et i. % ‘)( 'L_

DIANNA WATSON
IGR/ICT:QA Branch Chief

cc: Scott Morgan, State Clearinghouse

Cazlrars wopeoyer rd iy dovass Caflfrsg
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Letter No. 7 from City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation
Wastewater Engineering Services Division

CiTy OF LOS ANGELES

i SR Alrb BUREAU DF SANITATION
PUELIC WiTRKS

ERMQUE [ I3.01VAD
Cowt 2oy

CIMASSICAERS

TAAC! ) MmARIOT
B T
ARDREA A ALARCON

[ - AN VARCUL & ABRIAN

ADEL M. MAGEKHALIL

ALEXANDER E WELOU
BT TAOTES

CAFFI W MADDORL
NRE pae R

ANTONIO R VILLARAIGGSA MEIL M GUGLELMO
VALERIE LYNNE SHAW MAYOR SSTINT P 0 Femdca T W LY
PO T 1% TRAORD e
AR IR ILY PWLIAM T g Bl N iR
o

JERILYN LOFEZ-MENDDIA
ML £

i

L bnE
LA T T S LR

STEVEN 7. NUTTER January 8, 2013

CUs g

Sam Shadab

Depanmaent of Public Works
COUMTY OF LOS ANGELES

900 South Fremont Avenus, 5th Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803

Fie S5C CE

Dear Mr. Shadab.

El Cariso Community Regional Park — Miligated Negative Declaration

This Is In response o your letter requesting a review of your proposed park renovation and
conslruction project The Bureau of Sanitation has conducled a preliminary evaluation of the
petential impacts fo the wastewaler and stormwater syslams for lhe proposed projec!

WASTEWATER REQUIREMENT

The Bureau of Sanilation, Wastewater Engineenng Sarvices Division (WESD) is charged
with the task of evalusting lhe local sewer conditions and to determine if avaitable
wastewater capacily exists for future developments. The evalualion will determine
cumulative sawer impacls and gque the planning process for any fulure sewer
improvements projects needed to provide fulure capacity as the Cily grows and develops.

Projected Wastewater Discharges for the Proposed Project: i
_Type Description | Average Daily Flew | Proposed No. . AverageDaily | }
per Type Description of Units Flow (GPD)
(GPDIUNIT) ] —~ 7-1
Proposed
Stadium 3 GPD/Seat | 192 S=als 576
Total . 576

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY « AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ENPLOYER

ot
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Exhibit D-12. Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration -
Letter No. 7 from City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation
Wastewater Engineering Services Division (Cont’'d)

Sam Shaiah, IS <MY OF LU ANGH FS

E Carrso Comminity Regional Park - Blitpatod Negait.e Dedlarabon
Spnuare 8, 2010

Page Zoll

SEWER AVAILABILITY

The sewer infrastruclure in the vicinity of the proposed project Includes an existing 8-inch

fine on Hubbard SI. The sewage continues into an 18-inch line on Hubbard St Figura 1 7.9
shows the details of the sewer system within the vicinity of the project. The currenl flow level

{d/D}) in the 8 and 18-inch line cannot be datermined at this time without additional gauging

The current approximate flow level (d/0) and the design capacilies at ¢/0 of 50% in the
sewer system are as follows:

Pipe Diameler Pipe Location Current Gauging 50% Design
{in) d/D (%) Capacity
8 ____ Hubbard 5L 3 397,000 GPD
18 Hubbard St . 1,993,000 GPD |

* No gauging avallable

Based on the estimzaled flows, it appears the sewer sysiem might be able o accommodate

the total flow for your proposad project Further delailed gauging and evaluation will be

neaded as part of the pemit process to identify a specific sewer connection point. If the

public sewer has insufiicieni capacity then the developer will be required lo build sewer lines 7-3
‘o a poinl In the sewer system wilh sufficient capacity. A final approval for sewar capacity

and connection permil will be made at thal time. Ullimately, this sewage flaw will be
conveyed fo Ihe Hyperien Trealment Plant, which has sufficient capacity for the project.

If you have any queslions, please call Kwasi Berko of my siafl at (323) 342-1562.
STORMWATER REQUIREMENTS

The Bureau of Sanitation, Watarshed Protection Division (WPD) ts chargad with the lask of
ensuring the implementation of the Municipal Stormwater Permit requiremants within the
City of Los Angeles. We anlicipate the following requirements would apply for this project.

POST-CONSTRUCTION MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS L

The project requires implementation of stormwater mitigation measures These
requirements are based on the Standard Urban Slormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) and
the recently adopted Low Impact Developmant (LID) requirements. The projects that are
subject to SUSMP/LID are required to incorporate measures lo mitigate the impact of
stormwater runoff The requirements are outlned in the guidance manual = 7.4
titled"Devalopment Best Management Practices Handbook — Part B. Planning Activities®
Current regulations prioritize infiltration, capiure/use. and then biofiltration as the preferred

starmwater control  measures. The relevant documents can be found at
www lastormwaler.org |1 is advised that inpul regarding SUSMP requirements be received
in the parly phases of the project irom WFD's plan-checking staff -
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GREEN STREETS

The City 1s developing a Green Streel Imtiative that will regquire projects o implemenl
Green Streel elements in the parkway areas betwesen the roadway and sidewalk of the
public nght-of-away o capture and retain stormwaler and urban runoff to mitigate the
impac! of stormwater runoff and other environmental concems. The goals of the Grean
Sireet elements are to improve the water qualily ol stormwaler runoff, recharge local 7 5
ground water basins, improve air guality, reduce the heat island effect of stroet pavement, [ 17
enhance pedestrian use of sidewalks,. and encourage 2llernate means of lransporialion
The Green Street elements may include infillration systems, biofillration swales, and
permeabls pavements where stormwaler can ba easily directed from the streets into the
parkways and can be implemented In conjunctien with the SUSMP/LID requirements

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

The project is required lo implement stomwaler coniral measures dunng its construction
phase All projects are subject lo a sel of minimum conlrol measures lo lessen the impacl
of stormwater polluticn  In addition for projects that involve construction during the rainy
season that is between October 1 and Apnl 15, a Wetl Weather Erosion Contral Plan is

required 16 be preparcd. Also projocts that disturb more than one-acre of 1and are sutyect [~ 7'6
lo the California General Construction Stormwater Permif. As part of this requirement a2
MNaotice of Intent (NOI) needs to be filed with the State of California and a Sloerm Water
Pollution Prevantion Plan (SWPPP) needs to be prepared The SWPPP must be maintained
on-site during the duration of construction.

Il there are questions regarding the slormwater requirements, please call Kosta Kapons al
(213) 485-0586, or WPD's plan-checking counter at (213) 482-7006. WPD's plan-checking
counter can also be visiled at 201 N Figuerva, 3" Fl, Station 18.

SOLID RESQURCE REQUIREMENTS

The Cily has a standard requirement that applies to all proposed residential developments
of four or mor2 units or where the addition of floor areas is 25 percent or more, and al! athar 7-7
devalopment projects where the addition of floor area is 30 percont or more.  Such
developmenls musl sel aside a recycling area or room for ansile recycling aclivities. For
more details of lhis requirement, please conlacl Daniel Hackney of the Special Project
Owision al (213)485-3684.

Sir}tfer‘elgi' / /

| [ |

bt b LA
Al Fassti Division Manager
Wastewaler Engineering Services Dwision
Bureau of Sanitation
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Attachments:
Figure 1 — Sewer Map

ce:  Kosla Kapons, BOS
Daniel Hackney, BOS
Zemamu Gebrewold, BOS
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