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Proclaim Women’s Military History Week in Los Angeles County

The history of women serving in the United States Armed Forces can be traced
to the Revolutionary War, where Deborah Sampson of Massachusetts disguised herself
as a man and enlisted. Throughout history, women have put their lives in danger to
protect our nation and the freedom of its people. The Women’s Armed Services
Integration Act of 1948 allowed women to become a part of the armed forces.

Today, women can be found fulfilling nearly all of the duties that previously only
men could serve. In fact, earlier this year, the Pentagon lifted the ban on women
serving in combat, opening to them hundreds of thousands of front-line positions, thus
allowing for full integration of the United States Armed Forces. Women are the fastest
growing segment of the military population. Fourteen percent of women are in active
duty and eighteen percent serve in the National Guard and Reserve forces.

In 1950, only two percent of women were in uniform. In 2008, Lieutenant

General Ann E. Dunwoody became the first female four-star general in the United
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States Army. Her promotion shows the tremendous strides our society has made
toward the achievement of gender equality in all occupations. Women are now the
fastest growing cohort within the veteran community with 1.8 million in 2011. The
number of women veterans will increase to 2 million by 2020.

The Governor of the State of California has designated March 18-24 as
“‘Women’s Military History Week,” which is dedicated to the women who have sacrificed
and continue to serve and sacrifice in the nation’s defense.

| THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

Proclaim the third week of March as Women’s Military History Week in Los
Angeles County, in honor of women who are active as well as veterans, and urge all
residents to express their gratitude to and appreciation for these heroes.
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