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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR ZEV YAROSLAVSKY July 3, 2012

Researchers from UCLA recently released the first in a series of pending reports
that together will document the projected environmental shifts that climate change will
bring to Los Angeles County. This first study, called “Mid-Century Warming in the Los
Angeles Region,” indicates that all regions in the County are likely to get warmer. The
most significant impacts are expected during the summer, and in areas that are already
the hottest.

As a result, over the next three decades, valleys and inland areas are expected
to experience up to five times the number of extreme hot days and the frequency of
extreme heat events in coastal locations and within the Los Angeles basin is projected
to double or triple. Even under aggressive greenhouse gas reduction scenarios,
temperatures are still likely to increase throughout the L.A. Region, although by 60%
less than if greenhouse gas emissions are not dramatically reduced.

The UCLA research team’s upcoming studies will detail likely changes to
precipitation, winds, snowpack, and other key climate conditions that can affect wildfire
patterns, water availability, and energy demand.

In short, this series of studies shows that climate change is not just a global
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phenomenon, it is a local reality that will have important ramifications for L.A. County.
The responsible step is therefore to begin preparing for those changes now, so that
communities, governments, utilities, non-profits, and first responders can adapt to those
changes before the impacts are fully upon us. The recently released study, and the
others soon to follow in UCLA’s “Climate Change in the Los Angeles Region” project,
can and should help inform that effort.
|, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors instruct the CEO to, in
conjunction with the Department of Public Health; the Department of Public Works,
including its divisions of Building & Safety and Water Resources; Beaches & Harbors;
the Fire Department; and the Department of Regional Planning; and in cooperation with
applicable utilities:
1) Review the information provided by the Climate Change in the Los Angeles Region
project, as well as other relevant information;
2) Document the steps they are taking to prepare for the projected effects of climate
change;
3) Recommend any additional actions that the County should take to help the region
prepare for the likely effects of climate change; and,
4) Provide this information in a report to the Board of Supervisors no later than six

months from today.
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