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final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an

environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 11

The comment states that Citizens for Castaic urges the County to maintain the Limited Secondary

Highway designation for all of Sloan Canyon Road and to keep the existing alignment of Sloan Canyon

Road in order to provide the community with the necessary north-south connection, in the most

beneficial location, providing reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and limiting urban sprawl. The

commenter states that this is the result requested by the majority of the community.

The comment regarding greenhouse gas emissions addresses general subject areas, which received

extensive analysis in the Section 3.4, Global Climate Change, of the Revised Draft EIR. The comment does

not raise any specific issue regarding that analysis and, therefore, no more specific response can be

provided or is required. However, the comment will be included as part of the record and made available

to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

The remainder of the comment is oriented to the proposed Area Plan, not the Revised Draft EIR, and only

expresses the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required. Nonetheless, the

following information is provided. The commenter does not provide specifics as to how the designation

of Sloan Canyon Road would preclude a north-south connection in this area or as to how the designation

of Sloan Canyon Road would limit urban sprawl. If the Limited Secondary Highway designation of Sloan

Canyon Road north of Hillcrest Parkway were to be removed, Sloan Canyon Road north of Hillcrest

Parkway would be considered a local street. The proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element describes

local streets as follows: “streets designed for full access and limited mobility, and may include residential

streets, private streets, service roads, and public alleys. For the purposes of circulation planning at the

General Plan level, local streets are not included on the adopted Highway Plan.” Accordingly, if Sloan

Canyon Road were to be considered a local street, it would continue to accommodate north-south access

within the Castaic community. Removal of a Limited Secondary Highway designation does not impede

or eliminate the ability of a local street to provide a connection. Furthermore, development within the

Castaic community will be guided by the proposed Area Plan’s Land Use Policy Map, which designates

the Sloan Canyon area as Rural Land, which precludes development at urban densities.
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Letter No. E11 Letter from State of California, Department of Justice: Attorney General,

March 17, 2011

Response 1

This comment is an introduction to comments that follow. No further response is required.

Response 2

The comment states that while the County has revised and added additional policies that reflect the

Department of Justice’s (DOJ) previously submitted comment, the revisions do not comply with CEQA

(as discussed in forthcoming comments), nor does the Revised Draft EIR describe meaningful mitigation

measures.

The comment is prefatory and provides no specific details regarding alleged noncompliance with CEQA,

only expressing general opinions of the commenter regarding adequacy of the Revised Draft EIR. The

comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final

decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental

issue, no further response is required.

Response 3

The comment states that while Revised Draft EIR discloses the significant health effects likely to result

from implementation of the proposed Area Plan, it fails to propose feasible mitigation to address those

effects. Section 3.3, Air Quality of the Revised Draft EIR includes a mitigation framework that would

require the implementation of mitigation measures during construction and operation of development

project implemented under the proposed Area Plan. The mitigation framework is provided on pages

3.3-82 through 3.3-86.

In November 2004, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) prepared a subregional

analysis for the Santa Clarita Valley (Valley), which includes areas within the City of Santa Clarita and

areas within unincorporated Los Angeles County.34 (See Appendix F3.3) The subregional analysis

indicated that the Valley’s air quality is more greatly influenced by pollutant emissions transported into

the Valley from areas to the south than by pollutant emissions generated in the Valley itself. The

overwhelming contribution of pollution transport to the Valley comes from the San Fernando Valley and

metropolitan Los Angeles. The major daytime wind vectors are from the south and upwind emission

source areas. Additionally, field studies have confirmed the prevalent transport route through the

Newhall Pass by tracing the northward movement of inert tracer gases released in the Metropolitan Los

Angeles areas. As an example, the City of Santa Clarita is a relatively small contributor to the total

34 South Coast Air Basin, Santa Clarita Subregional Analysis, (2004).
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emissions of the key pollutants in both Los Angeles County and the South Coast Air Basin as a whole.

The report indicates that across the board, the emissions are typically less than 3 percent of the County

total and 2 percent of the South Coast Air Basin total.

Despite the fact that the SCAQMD has determined that the Santa Clarita Valley’s air quality is more

greatly influenced by pollutant emissions transported into the Valley, the Revised Draft EIR and the

Revised Final EIR requires that all implementing projects under the proposed Area Plan mitigate

construction-related emissions, particularly fugitive dust and diesel emissions, the latter of which

generally has the greatest adverse impact on human health during construction. The Revised Draft EIR

and the Revised Final EIR requires that projects develop a Construction Traffic Emission Management

Plan to minimize emissions from motor vehicles including, but not limited to, scheduling truck deliveries

to avoid peak hour traffic conditions, consolidating truck deliveries, and prohibiting truck idling in

excess of 5 minutes. The Revised Draft EIR and the Revised Final EIR also requires that implementing

projects develop a Construction Emission Management Plan to minimize construction-related emissions

from heavy-duty equipment and construction activities. The Construction Emission Management Plan

requires measures recommended by the SCAQMD that would control fugitive dust and reduce

combustion emissions, especially from diesel-fueled equipment. In particular, the Plan requires that off-

road heavy-duty diesel equipment comply with increasingly stringent emission standards that have been

adopted by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and emission control devices, such as

CARB-verified diesel particulate filters.

With regards to operation, the Revised Draft EIR and the Revised Final EIR requires that implementing

projects mitigate operational-related emissions by meeting specified building standards and that

implementing projects undergo specific project-level environmental review if certain land use planning

considerations are met based on the recommendations in CARB’s guidance document, Air Quality and

Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective (April, 2005). The mitigation measures would require

that all implementing residential and commercial projects under the proposed Area Plan meet the

standard set in the County of Los Angeles Green Building Program. With regards to the

recommendations in CARB’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook, the Revised Draft EIR and the Revised

Final EIR requires that implementing projects where sensitive receptors are located within specified

screening distances conduct a project-level health risk assessment. The screening distances are

recommended by CARB and serve as a general guideline, not a regulatory requirement, for lead agencies.

The proposed Area Plan itself serves as a guideline for future development in the region and does not

request approval to develop or construct specific projects. However, future projects of a certain type that

may be proposed for implementation within the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley would be required

by the Revised Draft EIR and the Revised Final EIR to consider and evaluate the potential health effects
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on sensitive receptors located within the screening distances. It should be noted that additional

mitigation measures with regards to land use planning considerations have been included in 3.3, Air

Quality revisions, in Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages, per Comment Letter C4 from the SCAQMD,

as follows:

3.3-10 Prior to implementing project approval, tract maps and other sensitive uses located

within 1,000 feet of a distribution center (that accommodates more than 100 trucks per

day, more than 40 trucks with operating transport refrigeration units [TRUs] per day, or

where TRU unit operations exceed 300 hours per week) shall be required to conduct a

health risk assessment.

3.3-11 Prior to implementing project approval, tract maps and other sensitive uses located

within 1,000 feet of a chrome plater shall be required to conduct a health risk assessment.

3.3-12 Prior to implementing project approval, tract maps and other sensitive uses located

within 300 feet of any dry cleaning operation shall be required to conduct a health risk

assessment.

3.3-13 Prior to implementing project approval, tract maps and other sensitive uses located

within 300 feet of a large gas station (defined as a facility with a throughput of 3.6 million

gallons per year or greater) shall be required to conduct a health risk assessment.

3.3-14 Prior to implementing project approval, tract maps, and other sensitive uses located

immediately downwind of petroleum refineries shall be required to conduct a health risk

assessment.

These additional mitigation measures included in the Revised Final EIR were added to incorporate all

applicable CARB recommendations in its Air Quality and Land Use Handbook. Also, see Responses 4 and 8

below for a further explanation of how the proposed Area Plan may increase the jobs/housing balance,

which in turn reduces vehicle miles traveled by approximately 12 percent. The increase in average daily

trips by 120 percent would indicate a greater number of much shorter trips.

Response 4

In reference to various portions of the Revised Draft EIR, the commenter states that build out of the

proposed Area Plan will result in a roughly doubling of emissions of two significant pollutants by greatly

increasing the amount of driving in the Santa Clarita Valley, and as a result, will significantly worsen an

already critical ozone pollution problem. The comment expresses the interpretations and opinions of the

commenter.
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The commenter should note that the portions of the Revised Draft EIR cited do not factor in all relevant

mitigation measures of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan (both of

which were developed through the joint OVOV planning effort), nor do they include air quality

improvements from mandated energy reduction requirements of an updated Title 24, which was adopted

after the Revised Draft EIR analysis was prepared. The summary of average daily trip generation totals

by land use found on page 38 of the OVOV Traffic Study (Appendix B of the Revised Draft EIR) informs

this response further as it suggests an improved jobs/housing balance in the Santa Clarita Valley as a

result of build out of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan. The

increase demonstrated in retail, office, and industrial average daily trips may explain the 120 percent

increase in trip ends compared to a 75 percent increase in estimated population growth. For additional

information, see Response 8 below.

Historical ozone concentrations in the South Coast Air Basin have declined substantially according to

data provided by the SCAQMD. In 1990, the maximum 1-hour ozone level was 0.33 and the maximum

8-hour ozone level was 0.194, and the number of days with health advisories and Stage 1 episode smog

alerts was 107 and 41 days, respectively. In 2010, the maximum 1-hour ozone level was 0.143 and the

maximum 8-hour ozone level was 0.123. There were no days with health advisories or Stage 1 episode

smog alerts anywhere in the South Coast Air Basin in 2010 (the first time this has happened since ozone

records are available from 1976).35 Based on the historical data presented above, it is reasonable to

consider that future growth does not necessarily result in more severe health impacts from air pollution

and that implementation of policies that manage and reduce air pollution, such as policies developed by

the SCAQMD and policies in the proposed Area Plan, can be effective at minimizing and reducing air

quality health impacts.

Response 5

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR concludes that adoption of the land use decisions

proposed in the proposed Area Plan would result in particulate matter and ozone emissions that exceed

existing amounts. The comment also states that the Revised Draft EIR acknowledges the possible health

effects of exposure to particulate matter.

As indicated in Response 4, the emissions presented in the Revised Draft EIR do not factor in all relevant

mitigation measures of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed Area Plan (both of

which were developed through the joint OVOV planning effort), nor do they include air quality

improvements from mandated energy reduction requirements of an updated Title 24, which was adopted

35 South Coast Air Quality Management District, “Historical Ozone Air Quality Trends: Ozone, 1976-2010,”

http://www.aqmd.gov/smog/o3trend.html. 2011.
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after the Revised Draft EIR analysis was prepared. Also as indicated in Response 4, ozone levels have

substantially declined in the South Coast Air Basin and that future growth does not necessarily result in

more severe health impacts from air pollution. In fact, historical data from the SCAQMD shows that

ozone levels have steadily declined such that there were no days with health advisories or Stage 1 smog

alerts in 2010, the first time this has happened since ozone records are available from 1976. Historical data

also indicates that particulate matter levels have declined from 93 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3) in

the Santa Clarita Valley in 1990 to 40 µg/m3 in 2010.36 Therefore, while air pollution in Santa Clarita

Valley is an important health concern, growth does not necessarily result in more severe health impacts

from air pollution and implementation of policies that manage and reduce air pollution, such as policies

developed by the SCAQMD and policies in the proposed Area Plan, can be effective at minimizing and

reducing air quality health impacts.

Response 6

The comment states that while the Revised Draft EIR does not present data concerning toxic air

contaminants (TACs) that is specific to the Santa Clarita Valley (Valley), it does state that the residents of

the South Coast Air Basin as a whole are exposed to levels that pose a risk of causing cancer in 12 of every

10,000 persons exposed (1,200 in 1 million). The comment also states that several of these TACs are

generated mainly from vehicles, adding yet another health risk exacerbated by increased driving in the

Valley.

As indicated in Response 3, the SCAQMD determined that the overwhelming contribution of pollution

transport to the Santa Clarita Valley comes from the San Fernando Valley and metropolitan Los Angeles

and that emissions in the Santa Clarita Valley are typically less than 3 percent of the County total and

2 percent of the South Coast Air Basin total. See Response 3 for a discussion of the 2004 SCAQMD Santa

Clarita Valley subregional analysis and Appendix F3.3.

While air pollution in Santa Clarita Valley is an important health concern, data from the SCAQMD

indicates that TAC concentrations are generally lower in the Santa Clarita Valley than in the South Coast

Air Basin at large. Based on data from the SCAQMD Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study III (MATES III),

model estimated carcinogenic risk in the OVOV Planning Area (which includes the City of Santa Clarita

as well as the unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarita Valley) ranges from a high of about 620 in

1 million near the intersection of Interstate 5 and State Route 14 to less than 100 in 1 million near the

Ventura County border (refer to the SCAQMD website: http://www2.aqmd.gov/webappl/matesiii/).

Therefore, the carcinogenic risk in the Santa Clarita Valley is lower than the risk in the South Coast Air

Basin as a whole. Consequently, the proposed Area Plan’s increase in local business, office, and industrial

36 California Air Resources Board, “iADAM Air Quality Data Statistics,” http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/. 2011.
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uses will enable greater numbers of Santa Clarita Valley residents to commute less to the more distant

and heavily polluted areas of the South Coast Basin and will retain business and employment

opportunities within the less polluted Santa Clarita Valley.

Response 7

The comment states that the increase in emissions associated with buildout of the proposed Area Plan

demonstrates there is an existing need to reduce exposure to ozone, airborne particulates, and air toxics

that result from car and truck emissions.

As indicated in Response 3, the SCAQMD determined that the overwhelming contribution of pollution

transport to the Santa Clarita Valley comes from the San Fernando Valley and metropolitan Los Angeles

and that emissions in the Santa Clarita Valley are typically less than 3 percent of the County total and 2

percent of the South Coast Air Basin total. See Response 3 for a discussion of the 2004 SCAQMD Santa

Clarita Valley subregional analysis. Nonetheless, air pollution remains a concern in the Santa Clarita

Valley. Therefore, the proposed Area Plan contains goals, objectives, and policies that would reduce

criteria pollutant emissions and reduce exposure to ozone, airborne particulates, and air toxics that result

from car and truck emissions. The SCAQMD provides a list of suggested General Plan policies that

would reduce air quality impacts. These suggested policies are provided in the SCAQMD’s Guidance

Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and Local Planning (May 2005). According to the

SCAQMD’s guidance document, “[t]he suggested policies and strategies are intended to guide land use

planners in developing approaches tailored to their community that reduce exposure to source-specific

air pollution and lower the health risk associated with cumulative air pollution impacts.” The following

table lists the suggested SCAQMD policies in the left-hand column. The right hand column provides a list

of key policies in the proposed Area Plan that are similar or would achieve similar benefits as the

SCAQMD suggested policies.
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Table 4

List of SCAQMD Suggested General Plan Policies and

Related OVOV Proposed Area Plan Policies

SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

Minimize exposure of sensitive receptors and sites to health risks related to air pollution.

AQ 1.1.1: Develop mapping and inventory resources to

identify sensitive receptors and sources of air pollution.

Policy LU 1.1.1: Where appropriate, protect mountains and

foothills surrounding the Valley floor from urban development

by designating these areas as Open Space or Rural Land on the

Land Use Map.

Policy LU 1.1.6: Preserve the rural lifestyle in canyons and

low-density, outlying areas of the Santa Clarita Valley, through

designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land Use Map

where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.7: Preserve and protect important agricultural

resources, including farmland and grazing land, through

designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land Use Map

where appropriate.

Policy LU 2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use

designations in a manner that promotes healthy, walkable

communities, by providing an appropriate mix of residential

and service uses in proximity to one another.

Policy LU 2.1.4: Adopt a compatible set of land use

designations between the County and City of Santa Clarita for

land in the Santa Clarita Valley, to be implemented through

standards and zones applied by each agency to ensure

compatibility with the character of each area and with the

goals of the County’s Area Plan and the City’s General Plan.

Policy LU 7.7.1: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide

buffering to separate aggregate mining and processing

activities from nearby residential uses and other uses with

sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

Policy CO 1.6.2: Use Geographic Information Systems,

modeling, and other tools to indicate the locations of natural

systems, such as floodplain and floodway areas, oak tree

woodlands, Significant Ecological Areas, and plant and animal

species habitat.

Objective CO 7.2: Apply guidelines to protect sensitive

receptors from sources of air pollution as developed by the

California Air Resources Board (CARB), where appropriate.
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SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

AQ 1.1.2: Consider environmental justice issues as they are

related to potential health impacts associated with air pollution

and ensure that all land use decisions, including enforcement

actions, are made in an equitable fashion to protect residents,

regardless of age, culture, ethnicity, gender, race,

socioeconomic status, or geographic location from the health

effects of air pollution.

Policy LU 3.1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate adequate

land for residential use at various densities to provide a mix of

housing opportunities for all segments of the population,

including attached, detached, senior, and mixed-use housing

types, which are consistent with community character and

meet the region’s housing goals.

Policy LU 8.1.2: Implement a master plan for trails throughout

the Santa Clarita Valley to serve all residents.

Policy LU 8.1.3: Implement a master plan for parks, with

special focus on provision of additional playfields for youth

sports in locations accessible to underserved neighborhoods.

Policy LU 8.1.4: Ensure that an adequate and diverse supply of

child care facilities and services is available to parents who live

and/or work in the Santa Clarita Valley, by promoting child

care facilities in commercial and residential areas subject to the

provisions of the County Zoning Ordinance.

AQ 1.1.3: Encourage site plan designs to provide the

appropriate setbacks and/or design features that reduce TAC

at the source.

Objective CO 7.2: Apply guidelines to protect sensitive

receptors from sources of air pollution as developed by the

California Air Resources Board (CARB), where appropriate.

Policy CO 7.2.1: Ensure adequate spacing of sensitive land

uses from the following sources of air pollution: high traffic

freeways and roads; distribution centers; truck stops; chrome

plating facilities; dry cleaners using perchloroethylene; and

large gas stations, as recommended by CARB.

Policy C 2.4.2: Establish adequate setbacks from major and

secondary highways for sensitive receptors and sensitive uses,

so as to minimize adverse impacts on these individuals and

uses from noise and air pollution caused by truck traffic.

AQ 1.1.4: Encourage the applicants for sensitive land uses (e.g.,

residences, schools, daycare centers, playgrounds and medical

facilities) to incorporate design features (e.g., pollution

prevention, pollution reduction, barriers, landscaping,

ventilation systems, or other measures) in the planning process

to minimize the potential impacts of air pollution on sensitive

receptors.

Policy LU 7.7.1: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide

buffering to separate aggregate mining and processing

activities from nearby residential uses and other uses with

sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

Policy CO 1.4.1: In cooperation with other appropriate

agencies, identify pollution sources and adopt strategies to

reduce emissions into air and water bodies.

Objective CO 7.2: Apply guidelines to protect sensitive

receptors from sources of air pollution as developed by the

California Air Resources Board (CARB), where appropriate.

Policy CO 7.2.1: Ensure adequate spacing of sensitive land

uses from the following sources of air pollution: high traffic

freeways and roads; distribution centers; truck stops; chrome

plating facilities; dry cleaners using perchloroethylene; and

large gas stations, as recommended by CARB.

Policy C 2.4.2: Establish adequate setbacks from major and

secondary highways for sensitive receptors and sensitive uses,

so as to minimize adverse impacts on these individuals and

uses from noise and air pollution caused by truck traffic.
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SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

AQ 1.1.5: Promote and support mixed-use land patterns that

allow the integration of retail, office, institutional and

residential uses. Consult with the AQMD when siting new

facilities with dust, odors, or TAC emissions to avoid siting

those facilities near sensitive receptors and avoid siting

sensitive receptors near sources of air pollution.

Policy LU 1.1.5: Increase infill development and re-use of

underutilized sites within and adjacent to developed urban

areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing infrastructure

and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of

vacant sites for higher density and mixed use, where

appropriate.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to

plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented communities

with mixed uses, access to public transit, and opportunities for

living and working within the same community.

Policy LU 7.7.1: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide

buffering to separate aggregate mining and processing

activities from nearby residential uses and other uses with

sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

Objective CO 7.2: Apply guidelines to protect sensitive

receptors from sources of air pollution as developed by the

California Air Resources Board (CARB), where appropriate.

Policy CO 7.2.1: Ensure adequate spacing of sensitive land

uses from the following sources of air pollution: high traffic

freeways and roads; distribution centers; truck stops; chrome

plating facilities; dry cleaners using perchloroethylene; and

large gas stations, as recommended by CARB.

AQ 1.1.6: Consider cumulative air quality impacts from both

existing and new projects when making siting decisions.

Policy C 1.3.2: Through trip reduction strategies and emphasis

on multi-modal transportation options, contribute to achieving

the air quality goals of the South Coast Air Quality

Management District Air Quality Management Plan.

Policy CO 7.3.1: Coordinate with local, regional, state, and

federal agencies to develop and implement regional air quality

policies and programs.

AQ 1.1.7: Facilitate communication among residents,

businesses and the AQMD to quickly resolve air pollution

nuisance complaints. Distribute information to advise

residents on how to register a complaint with AQMD

(AQMD’s “Cut Smog” program).

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan policy. However,

the Los Angeles County website (Residents portal,

Environment section) provides a link to the SCAQMD website.

AQ 1.1.8: The owners of new developments that have the

potential to emit air pollutants that would impact sensitive

receptors are required, during the early stages of the business

license, development or conditional use permit processes, to

notify residents and businesses adjacent to the proposed site

prior to starting construction. However, potential business and

resident occupants newly locating near sites that may impact

sensitive receptors should be encouraged to inquire through

their local government or the AQMD about the air quality

emissions from such sites.

The Revised Draft EIR contains mitigation measures that

would require, prior to implementing project approval, that

applicants conduct a localized significance thresholds analysis

as part of a public environmental review process. Refer to 3.3,

Air Quality revisions in Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages,

for a full list of the mitigation measures.

AQ 1.1.9: Consider all feasible alternatives to minimize

emissions from diesel equipment (e.g., trucks, construction

equipment, and generators).

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan. However, the

Revised Draft EIR contains mitigation measures that would

require construction equipment to meet stringent emissions

standards including the use of diesel particulate filters that

meet CARB’s Level 2 or 3 verification standards. Refer to 3.3,

Air Quality revisions in Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages,

for a full list of the mitigation measures.
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SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

AQ 1.1.10: Actively participate in decisions on the siting or

expansion of facilities or land uses (e.g., freeway expansions),

to ensure the inclusion of air quality mitigation measures.

Policy CO 1.4.1: In cooperation with other appropriate

agencies, identify pollution sources and adopt strategies to

reduce emissions into air and water bodies.

Policy C 3.1.1: In evaluating new development projects,

require trip reduction measures as feasible to relieve

congestion and reduce air pollution from vehicle emissions.

AQ 1.1.11: Where decisions on land use may result in

emissions of air contaminants that pose significant health risks,

consider options, including possible relocation, recycling,

redevelopment, rezoning, process changes, incentive

programs, and other types of measures.

Policy LU 2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use

designations in a manner that promotes healthy, walkable

communities, by providing an appropriate mix of residential

and service uses in proximity to one another.

Policy LU 2.1.4: Adopt a compatible set of land use

designations between the County and City of Santa Clarita for

land in the Santa Clarita Valley, to be implemented through

standards and zones applied by each agency to ensure

compatibility with the character of each area and with the

goals of the County’s Area Plan and the City’s General Plan.

Policy LU 7.7.1: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide

buffering to separate aggregate mining and processing

activities from nearby residential uses and other uses with

sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

Objective CO 7.2: Apply guidelines to protect sensitive

receptors from sources of air pollution as developed by the

California Air Resources Board (CARB), where appropriate.

Policy CO 7.2.1: Ensure adequate spacing of sensitive land

uses from the following sources of air pollution: high traffic

freeways and roads; distribution centers; truck stops; chrome

plating facilities; dry cleaners using perchloroethylene; and

large gas stations, as recommended by CARB.

Policy C 2.4.2: Establish adequate setbacks from major and

secondary highways for sensitive receptors and sensitive uses,

so as to minimize adverse impacts on these individuals and

uses from noise and air pollution caused by truck traffic.

Reduce vehicle trips and vehicle miles traveled associated with land use patterns.

AQ 1.2.1: For planned high density and mixed-use

developments, project proponents should consult with the

local transit agency and incorporate all appropriate and

feasible transit amenities into the plans.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to

plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented communities

with mixed uses, access to public transit, and opportunities for

living and working within the same community.

Policy LU 5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by

walkways and comfortable, safe, and convenient waiting

facilities, are provided for transit users within residential,

shopping, and business developments.

Policy C 1.2.3: Require that new commercial and industrial

development provide walkway connections to public

sidewalks and transit stops, where available.

Policy C 3.3.4: Within transit-oriented development projects,

provide incentives such as higher floor area ratio and/or lower

parking requirements for commercial development that

provides transit and ride-share programs.
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AQ 1.2.2: Establish a Mixed-Use Zoning District that offers

incentives to mixed-use developments.

Policy LU 1.1.5: Increase infill development and re-use of

underutilized sites within and adjacent to developed urban

areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing infrastructure

and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of

vacant sites for higher density and mixed use, where

appropriate.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to

plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented communities

with mixed uses, access to public transit, and opportunities for

living and working within the same community.

Policy C 1.2.6: Provide flexible standards for parking and

roadway design in transit-oriented development areas to

promote transit use, where appropriate.

Policy C 3.3.4: Within transit-oriented development projects,

provide incentives such as higher floor area ratio and/or lower

parking requirements for commercial development that

provides transit and ride-share programs.

Part 18 of Chapter 22.52.of the County of Los Angeles Zoning

Code facilitates the establishment of, and ensures the

compatibility of, residential and commercial uses within

vertical mixed-use developments by allowing such uses in

certain commercial zones with appropriate development

limitations and standards, and to streamline the permitting

procedure for such uses. Joint live and work units may occupy

portions of buildings designed for mixed-use developments.

AQ 1.2.3: Encourage through the land use entitlement process

or business regulation, design of commercial and residential

areas to foster pedestrian circulation.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to

plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented communities

with mixed uses, access to public transit, and opportunities for

living and working within the same community.

Policy LU 2.3.5: Mixed-use developments shall be designed to

create a pedestrian-scale environment through appropriate

street and sidewalk widths, block lengths, relationship of

buildings to streets, and use of public spaces.

Policy LU 3.2.2: In planning residential neighborhoods, include

pedestrian linkages, landscaped parkways with sidewalks, and

separated trails for pedestrians and bicycles, where

appropriate and feasible.

Policy LU 5.1.2: Require connectivity between walkways and

bikeways serving neighborhoods and nearby commercial

areas, schools, parks, and other supporting services and

facilities.

Policy LU 5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by

walkways and comfortable, safe, and convenient waiting

facilities, are provided for transit users within residential,

shopping, and business developments.

Policy LU 5.2.2: Provide for location of neighborhood

commercial uses in proximity to the neighborhoods they serve,

to encourage cycling and walking to local stores.

Policy C 1.2.5: In mixed-use projects, require compact

development and a mix of land uses to locate housing,

workplaces, and services within walking or bicycling distance

of each other.

Policy C 1.2.7: In pedestrian-oriented areas, provide a highly

connected circulation grid with relatively small blocks to

encourage walking.
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AQ 1.2.4: Adopt and implement zoning codes that encourage

community centers, telecommuting programs, and home-

based businesses.

Policy LU 3.1.3: Promote opportunities for live-work units to

accommodate residents with home-based businesses.

Policy LU 4.5.3: Promote the inclusion of state-of-the-art

technology within business complexes for telecommunications,

heating and cooling, water and energy conservation, and other

similar design features.

Policy LU 4.5.4: Encourage the provision of support services

for employees within business park areas, such as dining and

personal services where appropriate, to reduce vehicle trips

and promote pedestrian-friendly work environments.

Policy C 3.1.2: Promote home-based businesses and live-work

units as a means of reducing home-to-work trips.

Policy C 3.1.3: Promote the use of flexible work schedules and

telecommuting to reduce home to work trips.

AQ 1.2.5: Create opportunities to receive State transportation

funds by adopting incentives (e.g., an expedited review

process) for planning and implementing infill development

projects within urbanized areas that include job centers and

clean transportation nodes (e.g., preparation of “transit

village” plans).

Policy LU 1.1.5: Increase infill development and re-use of

underutilized sites within and adjacent to developed urban

areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing infrastructure

and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of

vacant sites for higher density and mixed use, where

appropriate.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to

plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented communities

with mixed uses, access to public transit, and opportunities for

living and working within the same community.

Policy C 1.2.6: Provide flexible standards for parking and

roadway design in transit-oriented development areas to

promote transit use, where appropriate.

Policy C 3.3.4: Within transit-oriented development projects,

provide incentives such as higher floor area ratio and/or lower

parking requirements for commercial development that

provides transit and ride-share programs.

AQ 1.2.6: Collaborate with local, regional, state, and federal

agencies to create incentives for “job/housing opportunity

zones,” to promote housing in job-rich areas and jobs in

housing-rich areas.

Policy LU 4.2.1: Pursue business attraction and expansion

programs for clean industries that provide job opportunities

for local residents, particularly in the areas of

film/entertainment, biotechnology, aerospace, and technology.

Policy LU 4.2.2: Achieve a balanced ratio of jobs to housing

through business expansion and economic development

programs, with a goal of at least 1.5 jobs per household.

AQ 1.2.7: Design safe and efficient vehicle access to

commercial land uses from arterial streets to ensure efficient

vehicular ingress and egress.

Policy C 1.1.3: Work with local and regional agencies and

employers to promote an integrated, seamless transportation

system that meets access needs, including local and regional

bus service, dial-a-ride, taxis, rail, van pools, car pools, bus

pools, bicycling, walking, and automobiles.

Policy C 2.5.2: Ensure that new development is provided with

adequate emergency and/or secondary access for purposes of

evacuation and emergency response; require two points of

ingress and egress for every subdivision or phase thereof,

except as otherwise approved for small subdivisions where

physical constraints preclude a second access point.

Policy C 5.1.2: For private gated communities, require the

developer to accommodate bus access through the entry gate,

or provide bus waiting facilities at the project entry with

pedestrian connections to residential streets, where

appropriate.
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AQ 1.2.8: Locate public facilities and services so that they

further enhance job creation opportunities.

Policy LU 4.2.1: Pursue business attraction and expansion

programs for clean industries that provide job opportunities

for local residents, particularly in the areas of

film/entertainment, biotechnology, aerospace, and technology.

Policy LU 4.2.2: Achieve a balanced ratio of jobs to housing

through business expansion and economic development

programs, with a goal of at least 1.5 jobs per household.

AQ 1.2.9: Ensure that development projects and zoning codes

create the maximum opportunity for the use of bicycles as an

alternative work transportation mode.

Policy C 5.2.5: Complementary transportation modes should

be interconnected at intermodal transit centers, including

provisions for bicycles on buses, bicycle parking at transit

centers, and park-and-ride at transit stops.

Policy C 6.2.1: Require bicycle parking, which can include

bicycle lockers and sheltered areas at commercial sites and

multi-family housing complexes for use by employees and

residents, as well as customers and visitors.

Policy C 6.2.2: Provide bicycle racks on transit vehicles to give

bike-and-ride commuters the ability to transport their bicycles.

Policy C 6.2.3: Promote the inclusion of services for bicycle

commuters, such as showers and changing rooms, as part of

the development review process for new development or

substantial alterations of existing commercial or industrial

uses, where appropriate.

AQ 1.2.10: Encourage “walkable neighborhoods” by siting

parks and community centers near residential areas.

Policy LU 2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use

designations in a manner that promotes healthy, walkable

communities, by providing an appropriate mix of residential

and service uses in proximity to one another.

Policy LU 3.2.1: Require provision of adequate walkways in

urban residential neighborhoods that provide safe and

accessible connections to destinations such as schools, parks,

and neighborhood commercial centers.

Policy LU 3.4.1: Promote the inclusion of green spaces,

neighborhood parks, and other gathering places that allow

neighbors to meet one another and encourage “eyes on the

street” for safety purposes.

Policy LU 5.1.2: Require connectivity between walkways and

bikeways serving neighborhoods and nearby commercial

areas, schools, parks, and other supporting services and

facilities.

Policy LU 8.1.3: Implement a master plan for parks, with

special focus on provision of additional playfields for youth

sports in locations accessible to underserved neighborhoods.

Policy C 1.2.2: Create walkable communities, with paseos and

walkways connecting residential neighborhoods to

multi-modal transportation services such as bus stops and rail

stations.

Reduce mobile source emissions by increasing population densities within 0.5 mile of clean transit nodes.

AQ 1.3.1: Increase residential and commercial densities around

clean rail and bus transit stations and corridors. Clean rail and

bus transit nodes and corridors are those that are served by rail

and buses that are powered by electricity, alternative fuels (i.e.,

CNG and LNG), or that meet or exceed SULEV emission

standards.

Policy LU 5.2.1: Designate higher-density residential uses in

areas served by public transit and a full range of support

services.

Policy C 1.2.1: Develop coordinated plans for land use,

circulation, and transit to promote transit-oriented

development that concentrates higher density housing,

employment, and commercial areas in proximity to transit

corridors.
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AQ 1.3.2: Sponsor paratransit transportation systems, such as

neighborhood electric vehicle “station cars” or jitneys for short

trips to and from transit nodes.

Policy C 1.1.3: Work with local and regional agencies and

employers to promote an integrated, seamless transportation

system that meets access needs, including local and regional

bus service, dial-a-ride, taxis, rail, van pools, car pools, bus

pools, bicycling, walking, and automobiles.

Policy C 3.1.5: Promote the use of van pools, car pools, and

shuttles to encourage trip reduction.

Policy C 3.1.8: Encourage special event center operators to

advertise and offer discount on-site parking incentives to

carpooling patrons with four or more persons per vehicle.

Reduce motor vehicle trips and vehicle miles traveled

AQ 2.1.1: Seek new cooperative relationships between

employers and employees to reduce vehicle miles traveled

(VMT).

Policy LU 4.5.4: Encourage the provision of support services

for employees within business park areas, such as dining and

personal services where appropriate, to reduce vehicle trips

and promote pedestrian-friendly work environments.

Policy C 3.1.3: Promote the use of flexible work schedules and

telecommuting to reduce home to work trips.

Policy C 3.1.4: Promote the use of employee incentives to

encourage alternative travel modes to work.

Policy C 3.1.6: Promote the provision of showers and lockers

within businesses and employment centers, in order to

encourage opportunities for employees to bicycle to work.

Policy C 6.2.1: Require bicycle parking, which can include

bicycle lockers and sheltered areas at commercial sites and

multi-family housing complexes for use by employees and

residents, as well as customers and visitors.

Policy C 6.2.3: Promote the inclusion of services for bicycle

commuters, such as showers and changing rooms, as part of

the development review process for new development or

substantial alterations of existing commercial or industrial

uses, where appropriate.
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AQ 2.1.2: Work with large employers and

commercial/industrial complexes to create Transportation

Management Associations and to implement trip/VMT

reduction strategies. (For additional information please refer to

AQMD’s Rule 2202 Employee Commute Reduction Program

Guidelines.)

Policy LU 2.3.2: Either vertical or horizontal integration of uses

shall be allowed in a mixed-use development, with an

emphasis on tying together the uses with appropriate

pedestrian linkages.

Policy LU 2.3.4: Adequate public spaces and amenities shall be

provided in a mixed-use development to support both

commercial and residential uses, including but not limited to

plazas, landscaped walkways, village greens, and greenbelts.

Policy LU 2.3.5: Mixed-use developments shall be designed to

create a pedestrian-scale environment through appropriate

street and sidewalk widths, block lengths, relationship of

buildings to streets, and use of public spaces.

Policy LU 4.5.4: Encourage the provision of support services

for employees within business park areas, such as dining and

personal services where appropriate, to reduce vehicle trips

and promote pedestrian-friendly work environments.

Policy LU 5.1.1: Require safe, secure, clearly delineated,

adequately illuminated walkways and bicycle facilities in all

commercial and business centers.

Policy LU 5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by

walkways and comfortable, safe, and convenient waiting

facilities, are provided for transit users within residential,

shopping, and business developments.

Policy CO 8.2.13: Support trip reduction strategies for

employees as described in the Circulation Element.

Policy C 1.2.3: Require that new commercial and industrial

development provide walkway connections to public

sidewalks and transit stops, where available.

Policy C 3.1.3: Promote the use of flexible work schedules and

telecommuting to reduce home to work trips.

Policy C 3.1.4: Promote the use of employee incentives to

encourage alternative travel modes to work.

Policy C 3.1.6: Promote the provision of showers and lockers

within businesses and employment centers, in order to

encourage opportunities for employees to bicycle to work.

Policy C 6.2.1: Require bicycle parking, which can include

bicycle lockers and sheltered areas at commercial sites and

multi-family housing complexes for use by employees and

residents, as well as customers and visitors.

Policy C 6.2.3: Promote the inclusion of services for bicycle

commuters, such as showers and changing rooms, as part of

the development review process for new development or

substantial alterations of existing commercial or industrial

uses, where appropriate.
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AQ 2.1.3: Cooperate with surrounding jurisdictions to provide

incentives, adopt regulations, and develop transportation

demand management programs that reduce and eliminate

vehicle trips and VMT.

Policy C 1.3.1: Continue coordinating with the Metropolitan

Transportation Authority (MTA or Metro) to implement the

County’s Congestion Management Program (CMP) for

designated CMP roadways.

Policy C 1.3.3: Coordinate circulation planning with the

Regional Transportation Plan prepared by the Southern

California Association of Governments (SCAG), to ensure

consistency of planned improvements with regional needs.

Policy C 1.3.4: Continue coordination with Caltrans on

circulation and land use decisions that may affect Interstate 5,

State Route 14, and State Route 126, and support programs to

increase capacity and improve operations on these highways.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an

expanded bus transfer station and additional park-and-ride

spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other alternative location

as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents on

the Valley’s east side.

Policy C 4.1.2: Coordinate with other agencies to facilitate

extension of a passenger rail line from the Santa Clarita Station

to Ventura County, which may be used for Metrolink service.

Policy C 4.1.5: Work with other agencies to increase rail

efficiency and public safety through street and track

improvements, and grade separations, where needs are

identified.

Policy C 4.1.7: Facilitate coordination of planning for any

future high speed regional rail systems in the Valley with

Metrolink services.

Policy C 4.2.1: Continue to work with the Orange Line

Development Authority (OLDA) to plan for development of an

environmentally sensitive, high-speed transportation system

with a route through the Santa Clarita Valley, including a

regional transit hub with associated infrastructure that would

provide connections to the Los Angeles Basin, Palmdale

Regional Airport, and other destinations.

Policy C 4.2.2: Coordinate with other agencies as needed to

facilitate planning for other high-speed rail alternatives in the

Santa Clarita Valley.
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AQ 2.1.4: Collaborate with local transit agencies to:

 develop programs and educate employers about
employee rideshare and transit;

 establish mass transit mechanisms for the reduction of

work-related and non-work related vehicle trips;

 promote mass transit ridership through careful planning
of routes, headways, origins and destinations, and types

of vehicles.

Policy C 1.3.1: Continue coordinating with the Metropolitan

Transportation Authority (MTA or Metro) to implement the

County’s Congestion Management Program (CMP) for

designated CMP roadways.

Policy C 1.3.3: Coordinate circulation planning with the

Regional Transportation Plan prepared by the Southern

California Association of Governments (SCAG), to ensure

consistency of planned improvements with regional needs.

Policy C 1.3.4: Continue coordination with Caltrans on

circulation and land use decisions that may affect Interstate 5,

State Route 14, and State Route 126, and support programs to

increase capacity and improve operations on these highways.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an

expanded bus transfer station and additional park-and-ride

spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other alternative location

as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents on

the Valley’s east side.

Policy C 4.1.2: Coordinate with other agencies to facilitate

extension of a passenger rail line from the Santa Clarita Station

to Ventura County, which may be used for Metrolink service.

Policy C 4.1.5: Work with other agencies to increase rail

efficiency and public safety through street and track

improvements, and grade separations, where needs are

identified.

Policy C 4.1.7: Facilitate coordination of planning for any

future high speed regional rail systems in the Valley with

Metrolink services.

Policy C 4.2.1: Continue to work with the Orange Line

Development Authority (OLDA) to plan for development of an

environmentally sensitive, high-speed transportation system

with a route through the Santa Clarita Valley, including a

regional transit hub with associated infrastructure that would

provide connections to the Los Angeles Basin, Palmdale

Regional Airport, and other destinations.

Policy C 4.2.2: Coordinate with other agencies as needed to

facilitate planning for other high-speed rail alternatives in the

Santa Clarita Valley.

AQ 2.1.5: Identify and develop non-motorized transportation

corridors (e.g., bicycling & walking trails).

Policy LU 3.2.2: In planning residential neighborhoods, include

pedestrian linkages, landscaped parkways with sidewalks, and

separated trails for pedestrians and bicycles, where

appropriate and feasible.

Policy C 7.1.10: Continue to expand and improve the Valley’s

multi-use trail system to provide additional routes for

pedestrian travel.

AQ 2.1.6: Provide merchants with fliers/posters that publicize

public mass transit schedules to encourage their customers to

use mass transit.

Policy CO 8.1.4: Provide information and education to the

public about energy conservation and local strategies to

address climate change.

AQ 2.1.7: Outline a plan of mobile source enforcement

methods such as periodic mobile source (e.g., trucks and

buses) checkpoints throughout the City to enforce opacity

regulations. Technical assistance can be sought from by CARB

and the California Highway Patrol (CHP) on enforcement

issues.

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan. Motor vehicles

are already subject to existing regulations regarding periodic

smog inspections.
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AQ 2.1.8: Provide incentives such as preferential parking for

alternative-fuel vehicles (e.g., CNG or hydrogen).

Policy C 3.2.4: The City and County will encourage new

commercial and retail developments to provide prioritized

parking for electric vehicles and vehicles using alternative

fuels.

Establish necessary policies and requirements to reduce indirect source emissions.

AQ 2.2.1: Establish requirements for special event centers to

provide off-site parking and park-n-ride facilities at remote

locations. Remote parking should be as close as practicable to

the event site and the operator should operate or provide

alternative-fuel vehicles for shuttles.

Policy C 3.1.7: Encourage special event center operators to

advertise and offer discounted transit passes with event tickets.

Policy C 3.2.4: The City and County will encourage new

commercial and retail developments to provide prioritized

parking for electric vehicles and vehicles using alternative

fuels.

Policy C 4.1.3: Continue to expand and improve commuter

services, including park-and-ride lots, bicycle parking and

storage, and waiting facilities, at all Metrolink stations.

AQ 2.2.2: Promote peripheral parking by increasing on-site

parking rates and reduced peripheral parking rates.

Policy C 3.3.6: In the development review process, prioritize

direct pedestrian access between building entrances, sidewalks

and transit stops, by placing parking behind buildings where

possible, to the sides of buildings when necessary, and always

away from street intersections.

Policy C 3.3.7: Create parking benefit districts which invest

meter revenues in pedestrian infrastructure and other public

amenities wherever feasible.

AQ 2.2.3: Encourage special event center operators to provide

discounted transit passes with event tickets or offer discounted

on-site parking for carpooling patrons (four or more persons

per vehicle).

Policy C 3.1.7: Encourage special event center operators to

advertise and offer discounted transit passes with event tickets.

Reduce mobile source emissions through efficient management of transportation facilities and system infrastructure using

cost-effective management and innovative demand-management techniques.

AQ 2.3.1: Synchronize traffic signals throughout the City and

with adjoining cities and counties while allowing free flow of

mass transit systems.

Policy C 2.1.3: Protect and enhance the capacity of the roadway

system by upgrading intersections to meet level of service

standards, widening and/or restriping for additional lanes,

synchronizing traffic signals, and other means as appropriate.

Policy C 3.2.2: Continue to enhance signal timing and

synchronization to allow for free traffic flow, minimizing

idling and vehicle emissions.

Policy C 5.1.6: Evaluate the feasibility of giving buses priority

at signalized intersections to maintain transit service level

standards, where appropriate.

AQ 2.3.2: Construct and improve traffic signals with

Automated Traffic Surveillance and Control systems at

appropriate intersections.

Policy C 2.1.3: Protect and enhance the capacity of the roadway

system by upgrading intersections to meet level of service

standards, widening and/or restriping for additional lanes,

synchronizing traffic signals, and other means as appropriate.

Policy C 3.2.2: Continue to enhance signal timing and

synchronization to allow for free traffic flow, minimizing

idling and vehicle emissions.

Policy C 5.1.6: Evaluate the feasibility of giving buses priority

at signalized intersections to maintain transit service level

standards, where appropriate.

AQ 2.3.3: Reduce traffic delays through highway maintenance,

rapid emergency response, debris removal, and elimination of

at-grade railroad crossings.

Policy C 7.1.8: Upgrade streets that are not pedestrian-friendly

due to lack of sidewalk connections, safe street crossing points,

vehicle sight distance, or other design deficiencies.
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AQ 2.3.4: Encourage businesses to schedule deliveries at off-

peak traffic periods through the land use entitlement or

business regulation process.

Policy C 1.2.12: Balance the anticipated volume of people and

goods movement with the need to maintain a walkable and

bicycle friendly environment.

Mitigation Measure 3.4-12: Prior to the issuance of building

permits, the applicant shall provide evidence of consistency

with “smart growth” principles to reduce GHG emissions (i.e.,

ensure mixed use, infill and higher density projects provide

alternatives to individual vehicle travel and promote efficient

delivery of goods and services). (See http://www.epa.gov/

smartgrowth/index.htm)

AQ 2.3.5: Encourage the construction of HOV lanes whenever

necessary to relieve congestion and reduce air pollution.

Emphasize the use of HOV lanes, as well as light rail and bus

routes, and pedestrian and bicycle facilities to improve

mobility and air quality.

Policy C 1.3.1: Continue coordinating with the Metropolitan

Transportation Authority (MTA or Metro) to implement the

County’s Congestion Management Program (CMP) for

designated CMP roadways.

Policy C 1.3.3: Coordinate circulation planning with the

Regional Transportation Plan prepared by the Southern

California Association of Governments (SCAG), to ensure

consistency of planned improvements with regional needs.

Policy C 1.3.4: Continue coordination with Caltrans on

circulation and land use decisions that may affect Interstate 5,

State Route 14, and State Route 126, and support programs to

increase capacity and improve operations on these highways.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an

expanded bus transfer station and additional park-and-ride

spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other alternative location

as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents on

the Valley’s east side.

Policy C 4.1.2: Coordinate with other agencies to facilitate

extension of a passenger rail line from the Santa Clarita Station

to Ventura County, which may be used for Metrolink service.

Policy C 4.1.5: Work with other agencies to increase rail

efficiency and public safety through street and track

improvements, and grade separations, where needs are

identified.

Policy C 4.1.7: Facilitate coordination of planning for any

future high speed regional rail systems in the Valley with

Metrolink services.

Policy C 4.2.1: Continue to work with the Orange Line

Development Authority (OLDA) to plan for development of an

environmentally sensitive, high-speed transportation system

with a route through the Santa Clarita Valley, including a

regional transit hub with associated infrastructure that would

provide connections to the Los Angeles Basin, Palmdale

Regional Airport, and other destinations.

Policy C 4.2.2: Coordinate with other agencies as needed to

facilitate planning for other high-speed rail alternatives in the

Santa Clarita Valley.

Policy C 6.1.1: For recreational riders, continue to develop

Class 1 bike paths, separated from the right-of-way, linking

neighborhoods to open space and activity areas.
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Policy C 6.1.2: For long-distance riders and those who bicycle

to work or services, provide striped Class 2 bike lanes within

the right-of-way, with adequate delineation and signage,

where feasible and appropriate.

Policy C 6.1.3: Continue to acquire or reserve right-of-way

and/or easements needed to complete the bicycle circulation

system as development occurs.

Policy C 6.1.4: Where inadequate right-of-way exists for Class

1 or 2 bikeways, provide signage for Class 3 bike routes or

designate alternative routes as appropriate.

Policy C 6.1.5: Plan for continuous bikeways to serve major

destinations, including but not limited to regional shopping

areas, college campuses, public buildings, parks, and

employment centers.

AQ 2.3.6: Monitor traffic and congestion to determine when

and where the City needs new transportation facilities to

achieve increased mobility efficiency.

Policy C 2.1.5: Periodically monitor levels of service, traffic

accident patterns, and physical conditions of the existing street

system, and upgrade roadways as needed through the Capital

Improvement Program.

Policy C 5.4.1: Establish transit impact fee rates that are based

on the actual impacts of new development on the transit

system, and regularly monitor and adjust these fees as needed

to ensure adequate mitigation.

AQ 2.3.7: Work with local transit providers to incorporate best

design practices for transit into new development projects.

Policy C 1.2.3: Require that new commercial and industrial

development provide walkway connections to public

sidewalks and transit stops, where available.

Policy C 1.2.4: Consider location, availability, and accessibility

of transit in evaluating new development plans.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an

expanded bus transfer station and additional park-and-ride

spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other alternative location

as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents on

the Valley’s east side.

AQ 2.3.8: Adopt a Trip Reduction Ordinance that is equivalent

to or more stringent than the requirements of AQMD Rule

2202.

Policy C 1.1.3: Work with local and regional agencies and

employers to promote an integrated, seamless transportation

system that meets access needs, including local and regional

bus service, dial-a-ride, taxis, rail, van pools, car pools, bus

pools, bicycling, walking, and automobiles.

AQ 2.3.9: Implement the required components of the

Congestion Management Plan (CMP), and continue to work

with (applicable body/organization) on annual updates to the

CMP.

Policy C 1.3.1: Continue coordinating with the Metropolitan

Transportation Authority (MTA or Metro) to implement the

County’s Congestion Management Program (CMP) for

designated CMP roadways.
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AQ 2.3.10: Support SCAG’s Regional Growth Management

Plan by developing intergovernmental agreements with

appropriate governmental entities such as the (Council of

Government), sanitation districts, water districts, and those

sub-regional entities identified in the Regional Growth

Management Plan.

Policy CO 4.1.4: Provide informational materials to applicants

and contractors on the Castaic Lake Water Agency’s Landscape

Education Programs, and/or other information on xeriscape,

native California plants, and water-conserving irrigation

techniques as materials become available.

Policy CO 4.2.1: In cooperation with the Sanitation District and

other affected agencies, expand opportunities for use of

recycled water for the purposes of landscape maintenance,

construction, water recharge, and other uses as appropriate.

Policy CO 4.2.5: Participate and cooperate with other agencies

to complete, adopt, and implement an Integrated Regional

Water Management Plan to build a diversified portfolio of

water supply, water quality, and resource stewardship

priorities for the Santa Clarita Valley.

Policy C 1.3.3: Coordinate circulation planning with the

Regional Transportation Plan prepared by the Southern

California Association of Governments (SCAG), to ensure

consistency of planned improvements with regional needs.

AQ 2.3.11: Replace existing vehicles in the city fleet with the

cleanest vehicles commercially available.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

Secure all available funding from local, state, and federal sources to improve transportation system

management cost effectiveness.

AQ 2.4.1: Develop and coordinate a plan with local agencies

for cost-effective use of AB 2766 funds so that revenue is used

for projects and programs identified in the AQMP.

The County of Los Angeles is a recipient of AB 2766 funding

from the SCAQMD. The proposed Area Plan contains policies

that would require the County to coordinate plans with other

local agencies and regional agencies.

Policy C 1.3.1: Continue coordinating with the Metropolitan

Transportation Authority (MTA or Metro) to implement the

County’s Congestion Management Program (CMP) for

designated CMP roadways.

Policy C 1.3.3: Coordinate circulation planning with the

Regional Transportation Plan prepared by the Southern

California Association of Governments (SCAG), to ensure

consistency of planned improvements with regional needs.

Policy C 1.3.4: Continue coordination with Caltrans on

circulation and land use decisions that may affect Interstate 5,

State Route 14, and State Route 126, and support programs to

increase capacity and improve operations on these highways.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an

expanded bus transfer station and additional park-and-ride

spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other alternative location

as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents on

the Valley’s east side.

Policy C 4.1.2: Coordinate with other agencies to facilitate

extension of a passenger rail line from the Santa Clarita Station

to Ventura County, which may be used for Metrolink service.

Policy C 4.1.5: Work with other agencies to increase rail

efficiency and public safety through street and track

improvements, and grade separations, where needs are

identified.
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Policy C 4.1.7: Facilitate coordination of planning for any

future high speed regional rail systems in the Valley with

Metrolink services.

Policy C 4.2.1: Continue to work with the Orange Line

Development Authority (OLDA) to plan for development of an

environmentally sensitive, high-speed transportation system

with a route through the Santa Clarita Valley, including a

regional transit hub with associated infrastructure that would

provide connections to the Los Angeles Basin, Palmdale

Regional Airport, and other destinations.

Policy C 4.2.2: Coordinate with other agencies as needed to

facilitate planning for other high-speed rail alternatives in the

Santa Clarita Valley.

Policy C 6.1.3: Continue to acquire or reserve right-of-way

and/or easements needed to complete the bicycle circulation

system as development occurs.

AQ 2.4.2: Develop and adopt a policy to utilize federal

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ)

funds in coordination with regional agencies in a manner

consistent with projects approved in the AQMP.

See proposed Area Plan policies listed under AQ 2.4.1.

AQ 2.4.3: Apply annually to the AQMD Mobile Source

Reduction Committee (MSRC) for AB 2766 “Local Government

Match Program” grants for projects that reduce mobile source

emissions (e.g., purchases of alternative-fueled vehicles).

The County of Los Angeles is a recipient of AB 2766 funding

from the SCAQMD. In addition, the proposed Area Plan

contains policies that would require the lead agency to

coordinate plans with other local agencies and regional

agencies (see policies listed under AQ 2.4.1) in addition to the

following policies for alternative fueled-vehicles.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

Policy C 3.2.4: The City and County will encourage new

commercial and retail developments to provide prioritized

parking for electric vehicles and vehicles using alternative

fuels.

AQ 2.4.4: Seek opportunities to pool AB 2766 revenue with

neighboring cities to fund programs that will reduce mobile

source emissions (e.g., traffic synchronization, fueling station

infrastructure, teleconferencing facilities).

See proposed Area Plan policies listed under AQ 2.4.1.
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Advocate for stricter regulations on mobile source emissions.

AQ 2.5.1: Cooperate with federal and state agencies and the

AQMD in their efforts to reduce exposure from railroad, truck,

and ship emissions.

Objective CO 7.2: Apply guidelines to protect sensitive

receptors from sources of air pollution as developed by the

California Air Resources Board (CARB), where appropriate.

Policy CO 7.2.1: Ensure adequate spacing of sensitive land

uses from the following sources of air pollution: high traffic

freeways and roads; distribution centers; truck stops; chrome

plating facilities; dry cleaners using perchloroethylene; and

large gas stations, as recommended by CARB.

Policy C 2.4.2: Establish adequate setbacks from major and

secondary highways for sensitive receptors and sensitive uses,

so as to minimize adverse impacts on these individuals and

uses from noise and air pollution caused by truck traffic.

The project would be in compliance with current state law,

which restricts diesel truck idling to 5 minutes or less.

AQ 2.5.2: Collaborate with the USEPA, CARB, AQMD, and

warehouse owners to create programs and ordinances to

minimize the amount of diesel emissions related to

warehousing operations.

The project would be in compliance with current state law,

which restricts diesel truck idling to 5 minutes or less.

Purchase and operate alternative fuel vehicles and encourage the greater use of alternative fuel vehicles.

AQ 2.6.1: Support full compliance with the AQMD’s and

CARB’s Fleet Rules.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

AQ 2.6.2: Manage the City’s transportation fleet fueling

standards to achieve the greatest number of alternative fuel

vehicles in the City fleet.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

AQ 2.6.3: Encourage City contractors who operate vehicles

within the City boundaries to operate alternative fuel vehicles.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

AQ 2.6.4: Support the development of alternative fuel

infrastructure that is publicly accessible.

Policy CO 7.1.2: Support the use of alternative fuel vehicles.

Policy CO 7.1.3: Support alternative travel modes and new

technologies, including infrastructure to support alternative

fuel vehicles, as they become commercially available.

Policy C 3.2.3: When available and feasible, provide

opportunities and infrastructure to support use of alternative

fuel vehicles and travel devices.

AQ 2.6.5: Establish programs for priority or free parking on

City streets or in City parking lots for alternative fuel vehicles.

Policy C 3.2.4: The City and County will encourage new

commercial and retail developments to provide prioritized

parking for electric vehicles and vehicles using alternative

fuels.

AQ 2.6.6: Join or continue current membership with a Clean

Cities Coalition.

The County of Los Angeles and the City of Santa Clarita are

members of the Southern California Association of

Governments (SCAG) Clean Cities Coalition.
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Reduce emissions from idling vehicles.

AQ 2.7.1: Enforce a statewide regulation that requires school

buses and other heavy-duty vehicle operators to turn off their

engines if they are idling within 100 feet of a school.

The project would not conflict with current state law with

respect to idling near a school.

AQ 2.7.2: Adopt an ordinance that restricts vehicle engine

idling for the purpose of controlling or mitigating vehicle

emissions or abating a nuisance.

The project would be in compliance with current state law,

which restricts diesel truck idling to 5 minutes or less.

AQ 2.7.3: Design traffic plans, including the development of

suggested routes, to minimize diesel truck idling.

Policy C 3.2.2: Continue to enhance signal timing and

synchronization to allow for free traffic flow, minimizing

idling and vehicle emissions.

Reduce emissions from stationary sources.

AQ 3.1.1: Assist small businesses by developing training

programs related to clean, innovative technologies to reduce

air pollution (e.g., wet cleaning or CO2 cleaning in lieu of

perchloroethylene), and provide incentives to those businesses

that use clean air technologies.

Policy LU 4.5.3: Promote the inclusion of state-of-the-art

technology within business complexes for telecommunications,

heating and cooling, water and energy conservation, and other

similar design features.

Policy CO 4.3.4: Encourage and promote the use of new

materials and technology for improved stormwater

management, such as pervious paving, green roofs, rain

gardens, and vegetated swales.

Policy CO 7.1.3: Support alternative travel modes and new

technologies, including infrastructure to support alternative

fuel vehicles, as they become commercially available.

Policy CO 8.2.12: Provide ongoing training to appropriate

County employees on sustainable planning, building, and

engineering practices.

Policy CO 8.3.10: Provide incentives and technical assistance

for installation of energy-efficient improvements in existing

and new buildings.

Policy CO 8.4.8: Take an active role in promoting, incubating,

and encouraging businesses that would qualify under the

Recycling Market Development Zone program or equivalent,

including those that manufacture products made from recycled

products, salvage, and resource recovery business parks.
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AQ 3.1.2: Encourage the use of building materials and methods

that minimize air pollution.

Policy LU 9.1.7: Provide for location of additional waste

transfer stations and other facilities to promote recycling and

reuse of materials within Industrial designations on the Land

Use Map, subject to the provisions of the County Zoning

Ordinance.

Policy CO 1.3.1: Explore, evaluate, and implement methods to

shift from using non-renewable resources to use of renewable

resources in all aspects of land use planning and development.

Policy CO 1.3.2: Promote reducing, reusing, and recycling in

all Land Use designations and cycles of development.

Policy CO 1.3.3: Provide informational material to the public

about programs to conserve non-renewable resources and

recover materials from the waste stream.

Policy CO 3.1.5: Promote the use of site-appropriate native or

adapted plant materials, and prohibit use of invasive or

noxious plant species in landscape designs.

Policy CO 3.1.11: Promote use of pervious materials or porous

concrete on sidewalks to allow for planted area infiltration,

allow oxygen to reach tree roots (preventing sidewalk lift-up

from roots seeking oxygen), and mitigate tree-sidewalk

conflicts, in order to maintain a healthy mature urban forest.

Policy CO 8.3.6: Require new development to use passive solar

heating and cooling techniques in building design and

construction, which may include but are not be limited to

building orientation, clerestory windows, skylights, placement

and type of windows, overhangs to shade doors and windows,

and use of light colored roofs, shade trees, and paving

materials.
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AQ 3.1.3: Support, through the use of development standards,

the use of fuel-efficient heating equipment, and other

appliances, such as water heaters, swimming pool heaters,

cooking equipment, refrigerators, furnaces, boiler units, and

low or zero-emitting architectural coatings. Provide incentives

to encourage the use of clean air technology beyond what is

required by AQMD. For example, encourage the use of fuel

and material substitution, cleaner fuel alternatives, product

reformulation, change in work practices, and air pollution

control measures identified in the latest AQMP.

Policy LU 7.1.3: Encourage development of energy-efficient

buildings, and discourage construction of new buildings for

which energy efficiency cannot be demonstrated.

Policy LU 7.1.4: Support the establishment of energy-efficient

industries in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Policy CO 8.2.1: Ensure that all new County buildings, and all

major renovations and additions, meet adopted green building

standards, with a goal of achieving the LEED (Leadership in

Energy and Environmental Design) Silver rating or above, or

equivalent where appropriate.

Policy CO 8.2.2: Ensure energy efficiency of existing public

buildings through energy audits and repairs, and retrofit

buildings with energy efficient heating and air conditioning

systems and lighting fixtures.

Policy CO 8.2.4: Establish maximum lighting levels for public

facilities, and encourage reduction of lighting levels to the level

needed for security purposes after business hours, in addition

to use of downward-directed lighting and use of low-reflective

paving surfaces.

Policy CO 8.2.8: Promote the purchase of energy-efficient and

recycled products, and vendors and contractors who use

energy-efficient vehicles and products, consistent with adopted

purchasing policies.

Policy CO 8.2.10: Support installation of energy-efficient traffic

control devices, streetlights, and parking lot lights.

Policy C 3.1.1: In evaluating new development projects,

require trip reduction measures as feasible to relieve

congestion and reduce air pollution from vehicle emissions.

AQ 3.1.4: Encourage pollution prevention and source emission

reduction strategies through:

 process change

 best management practices

 preventative inspection and maintenance programs

 emergency response planning

Policy CO 8.2.2: Ensure energy efficiency of existing public

buildings through energy audits and repairs, and retrofit

buildings with energy efficient heating and air conditioning

systems and lighting fixtures.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 2.5.2: Ensure that new development is provided with

adequate emergency and/or secondary access for purposes of

evacuation and emergency response; require two points of

ingress and egress for every subdivision or phase thereof,

except as otherwise approved for small subdivisions where

physical constraints preclude a second access point.
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AQ 3.1.5: Provide incentives to promote siting or use of clean

air technologies (e.g., fuel cell technologies, renewable energy

sources, UV coatings, hydrogen fuel).

Policy CO 4.2.2: Require new development to provide the

infrastructure needed for delivery of recycled water to the

property for use in irrigation, even if the recycled water main

delivery lines have not yet reached the site, where deemed

appropriate by the reviewing authority.

Policy CO 4.2.3: Promote the installation of rainwater capture

and gray water systems in new development for irrigation,

where feasible and practicable.

Policy CO 7.1.3: Support alternative travel modes and new

technologies, including infrastructure to support alternative

fuel vehicles, as they become commercially available.

Policy C 3.2.3: When available and feasible, provide

opportunities and infrastructure to support use of alternative

fuel vehicles and travel devices.

Policy C 3.3.7: Create parking benefit districts which invest

meter revenues in pedestrian infrastructure and other public

amenities wherever feasible.

AQ 3.1.6: Consider support of legislation which promotes

clean industrial technologies, and more efficient stationary

source combustion equipment and energy generation.

Policy CO 8.1.3: Implement the ordinances developed through

the County’s Green Building Program.

Policy CO 8.3.1: Evaluate development proposals for

consistency with the ordinances developed through the

County’s Green Building Program.

Policy CO 8.3.2: Promote construction of energy efficient

buildings through the certification requirements of the

ordinances developed through the County’s Green Building

Program.

Reduce fugitive dust.

AQ 4.1.1: Where fugitive dust is causing a chronic public

nuisance or the air quality is in exceedance of the PM10

standards consider adopting a dust control policy that requires

preparation and approval of a dust control plan.

Mitigation Measure 3.3-2: Prior to grading permit issuance,

applicants shall develop a Construction Emission Management

Plan to minimize construction-related emissions. The

Construction Emission Management Plan shall require the use

of Best Available Control Measures, as specified in Table 1 of

SCAQMD’s Rule 403. If potentially significant impacts are

identified after the implementation of the SCAQMD

recommended Best Available Control Measures, the

Construction Emission Management Plan shall include the

following additional elements: (See 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages, for a full list of dust

control measures.)

AQ 4.1.2: Adopt by ordinance, a regulation, after considering

small business impacts that controls the use of leaf blowers in

areas with sensitive receptors.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.3: Encourage vegetative thinning or mowing for weed

abatement activities to minimize wind-blown dust.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.4: Identify and create a control plan for areas within the

jurisdiction that are prone to wind erosion of soil and take

measures to prevent illegal off-highway vehicle (OHV) use.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.5: Require conditions in a zoning or conditional use

permit to require fugitive dust controls and compliance

mechanisms for stationary sources (landfills, composting

facilities, aggregate facilities, etc.).

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.
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AQ 4.1.6: Ensure compliance with California Vehicle Code

section 23113 provisions intended to prevent deposition and

rapid removal of material from any highway or street.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.7: Adopt incentives, regulations, and/or procedures to

reduce paved road dust emissions through targeted street

sweeping of roads subject to high traffic levels and silt

loadings.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.8: Pave currently unpaved roads and parking lots or

establish and enforce 15 mile per hour speed limits on low-use

unpaved roads as permitted under California Vehicle Code

section 22365.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.9: Adopt incentives or procedures to limit dust from

agricultural lands and operations.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.10: Consider the suspension of all grading operations,

not including dust control actions, at construction projects

when the source represents a public nuisance or potential

safety hazard due to reduced visibility on streets surrounding

the project.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.11: Cooperate with local, regional, state and federal

jurisdictions to better control fugitive dust from stationary,

mobile and area sources.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.12: Collaborate with the transportation agencies,

utilities, railroads, etc., to minimize fugitive dust during

construction and maintenance activities.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.13: Encourage, and support stricter state and federal

legislation for vehicles that spill debris on roadways.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.14: Ensure that vehicles do not transport aggregate or

similar material upon a highway unless the material is

stabilized or covered, in accordance with state law and AQMD

regulations.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.

AQ 4.1.15: Encourage vegetation or chemical stabilization for

disturbed land for phased construction projects.

See Mitigation Measure 3.3-2 in 3.3 Air Quality revisions in

Section 4.0, Revised Draft EIR Pages.
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Increase energy efficiency.

AQ 5.1.1: Utilize source reduction, recycling and other

appropriate measures, to reduce the amount of solid waste

disposed in landfills.

Policy CO 1.3.1: Explore, evaluate, and implement methods to

shift from using nonrenewable resources to use of renewable

resources in all aspects of land use planning and development.

Policy CO 1.3.2: Promote reducing, reusing, and recycling in

all Land Use designations and cycles of development.

Policy CO 1.3.3: Provide informational material to the public

about programs to conserve non-renewable resources and

recover materials from the waste stream.

Policy CO 8.2.11: Implement recycling in all public buildings,

parks, and public facilities, including for special events.

Policy CO 8.4.1: Encourage and promote the location of

enclosed materials recovery facilities (MRF) within the Santa

Clarita Valley.

Policy CO 8.4.2: Adopt mandatory residential recycling

programs for all residential units, including single-family and

multi-family dwellings.

Policy CO 8.4.3: Allow and encourage composting of

greenwaste, where appropriate.

Policy CO 8.4.5: Develop and implement standards for refuse

and recycling receptacles and enclosures to accommodate

recycling in all development.

Policy CO 8.4.6: Introduce and assist with the placement of

receptacles for recyclable products in public places, including

at special events.

Policy CO 8.4.7: Provide information to the public on recycling

opportunities and facilities, and support various locations and

events to promote public participation in recycling.

Policy CO 8.4.8: Take an active role in promoting, incubating,

and encouraging businesses that would qualify under the

Recycling Market Development Zone program or equivalent,

including those that manufacture products made from recycled

products, salvage, and resource recovery business parks.

Policy LU 7.5.1: Ensure that all new development provides

adequate space for recycling receptacles and bins on site.

AQ 5.1.2: Develop incentives that encourage the use of energy

conservation strategies by private and public developments.

Policy CO 8.3.10: Provide incentives and technical assistance

for installation of energy-efficient improvements in existing

and new buildings.

Policy CO 8.3.11: Consider allowing carbon off-sets for large

development projects, if appropriate, which may include

funding off-site projects or purchase of credits for other forms

of mitigation, provided that any such mitigation shall be

measurable and enforceable.
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AQ 5.1.3: Promote energy-efficient design features, including

appropriate site orientation, use of lighter color roofing and

building materials, and use of deciduous shade trees and

windbreak trees to reduce fuel consumption for heating and

cooling.

Policy LU 7.1.2: Promote the use of solar panels and renewable

energy sources in all projects.

Policy LU 7.1.3: Encourage development of energy-efficient

buildings, and discourage construction of new buildings for

which energy efficiency cannot be demonstrated.

Policy CO 8.2.2: Ensure energy efficiency of existing public

buildings through energy audits and repairs, and retrofit

buildings with energy efficient heating and air conditioning

systems and lighting fixtures.

Policy CO 8.2.3: Support purchase of renewable energy for

public buildings, which may include installing solar

photovoltaic systems to generate electricity for County

buildings and operations and other methods as deemed

appropriate and feasible, in concert with significant energy

conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.2.4: Establish maximum lighting levels for public

facilities, and encourage reduction of lighting levels to the level

needed for security purposes after business hours, in addition

to use of downward-directed lighting and use of low-reflective

paving surfaces.

Policy CO 8.2.5: Support installation of photovoltaic and other

renewable energy equipment on public facilities, in concert

with significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.2.6: Promote use of solar lighting in parks and

along paseos and trails, where practical.

Policy CO 8.2.8: Promote the purchase of energy-efficient and

recycled products, and vendors and contractors who use

energy-efficient vehicles and products, consistent with adopted

purchasing policies.

Policy CO 8.2.9: Reduce heat islands through installation of

trees to shade parking lots and hardscapes, and use of light-

colored reflective paving and roofing surfaces.

Policy CO 8.2.10: Support installation of energy-efficient traffic

control devices, street lights, and parking lot lights.

Policy CO 8.3.3: Promote energy efficiency and water

conservation upgrades to existing non-residential buildings at

the time major remodel or additions.

Policy CO 8.3.4: Encourage new residential development to

include on-site solar photovoltaic systems, or pre-wiring, in at

least 50% of the residential units, in concert with other

significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.3.5: Encourage on-site solar generation of

electricity in new retail and office commercial buildings and

associated parking lots, carports, and garages, in concert with

significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.3.6: Require new development to use passive solar

heating and cooling techniques in building design and

construction, which may include but are not be limited to

building orientation, clerestory windows, skylights, placement

and type of windows, overhangs to shade doors and windows,

and use of light colored roofs, shade trees, and paving

materials.
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SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

Policy CO 8.3.7: Encourage the use of trees and landscaping to

reduce heating and cooling energy loads, through shading of

buildings and parking lots.

Policy CO 8.3.8: Encourage energy-conserving heating and

cooling systems and appliances, and energy-efficiency in

windows and insulation, in all new construction.

Policy CO 8.3.9: Limit excessive lighting levels, and encourage

a reduction of lighting when businesses are closed to a level

required for security.

AQ 5.1.4: Promote or provide incentives for “Green Building”

programs that go beyond the requirements of Title 24 of the

California Administrative Code and encourage energy efficient

design elements as appropriate to achieve “green building”

status.

Policy CO 8.1.3: Implement the ordinances developed through

the County’s Green Building Program.

Policy CO 8.2.1: Ensure that all new County buildings, and all

major renovations and additions, meet adopted green building

standards, with a goal of achieving the LEED (Leadership in

Energy and Environmental Design) Silver rating or above, or

equivalent, where appropriate.

Policy CO 8.3.1: Evaluate development proposals for

consistency with the ordinances developed through the

County’s Green Building Program.

Policy CO 8.3.2: Promote construction of energy efficient

buildings through the certification requirements of the

ordinances developed through the County’s Green Building

Program.

AQ 5.1.5: Promote the use of automated time clocks or

occupant sensors to control central heating and air

conditioning.

Policy CO 8.3.6: Require new development to use passive solar

heating and cooling techniques in building design and

construction, which may include but are not be limited to

building orientation, clerestory windows, skylights, placement

and type of windows, overhangs to shade doors and windows,

and use of light colored roofs, shade trees, and paving

materials.

Policy CO 8.3.8: Encourage energy-conserving heating and

cooling systems and appliances, and energy-efficiency in

windows and insulation, in all new construction.
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SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

AQ 5.1.6: Utilize all available renewable energy sources to

reduce fuel consumption and demand on the power grid.

Policy LU 7.1.2: Promote the use of solar panels and renewable

energy sources in all projects.

Policy CO 8.2.5: Support installation of photovoltaic and other

renewable energy equipment on public facilities, in concert

with significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.2.6: Promote use of solar lighting in parks and

along paseos and trails, where practical.

Policy CO 8.3.4: Encourage new residential development to

include on-site solar photovoltaic systems, or pre-wiring, in at

least 50% of the residential units, in concert with other

significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.3.5: Encourage on-site solar generation of

electricity in new retail and office commercial buildings and

associated parking lots, carports, and garages, in concert with

significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO 8.3.6: Require new development to use passive solar

heating and cooling techniques in building design and

construction, which may include but are not be limited to

building orientation, clerestory windows, skylights, placement

and type of windows, overhangs to shade doors and windows,

and use of light colored roofs, shade trees, and paving

materials.

AQ 5.1.7: Replace vehicles in the local government fleet with

the most fuel-efficient vehicles that are commercially available.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

Prioritize air quality education to protect public health and achieve state and federal clean air standards.

AQ 6.1.1: Provide regional and local air quality information on

City’s website, including links to the AQMD, CARB, USEPA

and other environmental-based internet sites.

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan policy. However,

the Los Angeles County Department website (Residents portal,

Environment section) provides a link to the SCAQMD website.

AQ 6.1.2: Organize city-sponsored events on topics that

educate businesses and the public about compliance with air

quality regulations (e.g., alternative fuels and low polluting

clean household products).

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan policy. However,

the Los Angeles County website (Residents portion) provides

information on public transportation services in the County as

well as community-based organizations for reducing energy

use and environmental impacts.

AQ 6.1.3: Work with school districts to develop air quality

curricula for students.

Policy CO 1.3.3: Provide informational material to the public

about programs to conserve non-renewable resources and

recover materials from the waste stream.

Policy CO 8.1.4: Provide information and education to the

public about energy conservation and local strategies to

address climate change.

Policy CO 8.4.7: Provide information to the public on recycling

opportunities and facilities, and support various locations and

events to promote public participation in recycling.

The County of Los Angeles website (Residents portion,

Environment section) provides links for teachers and students

on relevant links and materials about reducing environmental

impacts.

AQ 6.1.4: Encourage, publicly recognize, and reward

innovative approaches that improve air quality.

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan, but it should be

noted that the County encourages, publicly recognizes, and

rewards innovation approaches that improve air quality.
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SCAQMD Suggested Policy Related Proposed Area Plan Policy

AQ 6.1.5: Encourage the participation of environmental

groups, the business community, civic groups, special interest

groups, and the general public in the formulation and

implementation of programs that effectively reduce air

pollution.

Policy CO 4.1.1: In coordination with applicable water

suppliers, adopt and implement a water conservation strategy

for public and private development.

Policy CO 8.1.1: Create and adopt a Climate Action Plan (CAP)

for all of the County’s unincorporated areas within 18 months

of the adoption date of the County’s General Plan Update,

which sets policy for all of the County’s unincorporated areas,

including those within the Santa Clarita Valley. The CAP shall

be prepared and submitted for consideration and adoption by

the Board of Supervisors as an amendment to the County’s

newly adopted General Plan to ensure that it receives public

and agency input and environmental review pursuant to the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) prior to Board

action. (See Response 12 for the full text of this policy.)

Policy CO 8.1.5: Coordinate various activities within the

community and appropriate agencies related to GHG

emissions reduction activities.

AQ 6.1.6: Encourage the purchase and use of low- or zero-

emission vehicles, coordinate with AQMD and with local car

dealerships and their associations to encourage and support

the dealerships’ participation in AQMD’s “Clean Air Choice”

vehicle information program.

Policy CO 8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative fuel

vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by

evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes, maintenance

costs and vehicle lifetime use.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City

and County fleets.

AQ 6.1.7: Provide public education to encourage local

consumers to choose the cleanest paints, consumer products,

etc.

Policy CO 1.3.3: Provide informational material to the public

about programs to conserve non-renewable resources and

recover materials from the waste stream.

Policy CO 8.1.4: Provide information and education to the

public about energy conservation and local strategies to

address climate change.

Policy CO 8.4.7: Provide information to the public on recycling

opportunities and facilities, and support various locations and

events to promote public participation in recycling.

AQ 6.1.8: Publicize the AQMD’s 1-800-CUT-SMOG number for

the public to report air pollution complaints to the AQMD.

No related policy in the proposed Area Plan. However, the Los

Angeles County website (Residents portal, Environment

section) provides a link to the SCAQMD website.

Source: Impact Sciences, Inc.

As provided above, the proposed Area Plan contains goals, objectives, and policies that are generally

consistent with the SCAQMD’s suggested policies and would guide future development in the

unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley so as to reduce air pollutant emissions and reduce exposure to

ozone, airborne particulates, and air toxics that result from car and truck emissions.

Response 8

The comment states that the proposed Area Plan will result in a 120 percent increase in existing driving

trips that far outstrips the 75 percent increase in population expected during the years covered by the

proposed Area Plan. The comment also states that the Revised Draft EIR correctly concludes that this
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increase in driving and its resulting air pollutant emissions would result in a significant cumulative air

quality impact. As a point of clarification, the 120 percent increase in existing driving trips does not result

from buildout of the proposed Area Plan alone; instead, it results from buildout of the County’s proposed

Area Plan and buildout of the City’s proposed General Plan, which were both developed through the

joint “One Valley One Vision” (OVOV) planning effort. The traffic report commissioned for the joint

OVOV planning effort, which analyzed buildout of the County’s proposed Area Plan and buildout of the

City’s proposed General Plan, provides data on vehicle miles traveled (VMT) under 2004 conditions and

at buildout of the OVOV Planning Area, which includes the City and the unincorporated portions of the

Santa Clarita Valley (refer to Table 2-5 in the traffic report, provided in Appendix 3.2 of the Revised Draft

EIR). According to the traffic report, the total VMT was estimated at 13,428,000 miles under year

2004 conditions and 21,532,000 miles at buildout of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s

proposed General Plan. The total estimated population for the OVOV Planning Area is 252,000 in

2008 and 460,000 to 485,000 at buildout of the proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan.

These numbers indicate that the rate of growth in VMT is approximately 60 percent while the rate of

growth in population is approximately 83 percent. On a per capita basis, this results in per capita VMT of

53.3 miles per capita and 46.8 miles per capita, respectively, which indicates that the County’s proposed

Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan would reduce per capita VMT by approximately

12 percent. While the VMT data and the population data for existing conditions are taken from different

years, the calculation actually results in a conservative comparison. The 2008 VMT would be higher than

13,428,000, which would result in an increase in the per capita VMT calculation under existing conditions.

Therefore, while total VMT would increase under buildout of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the

City’s proposed General Plan, per capita VMT would be expected to decrease by at least 12 percent.

Therefore, while the rate of growth in trips would exceed the rate of growth in population, the length of

the trips would decrease due to an a higher proportion of residents commuting within the Santa Clarita

Valley as opposed to commuting to destinations outside of the Santa Clarita Valley.

Response 9

The comment states that when an EIR makes a finding of significant environmental harm from a project,

such as the proposed Area Plan, CEQA requires the public agency carrying out the project to adopt all

feasible mitigation measures to lessen that harm or to adopt feasible alternatives that will do less

environmental damage. The comment states that if the public agency rejects a mitigation measure or

alternative as infeasible, the agency must make specific findings, supported by substantial evidence that a

mitigation measure or alternative is not feasible.

With respect to mitigation measures, see Response 3 above.
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As to alternatives, Section 6.0, Alternatives, of the Revised Draft EIR provides an analysis of the identified

project alternatives. Section 15126.6(e)(2) of the State CEQA Guidelines indicates that an analysis of

alternatives to the proposed project shall identify one alternative as the environmentally superior

alternative. Furthermore, if the environmentally superior alternative is the No Project/No Development

Alternative, the EIR shall also identify an environmentally superior alternative from among the other

alternatives. For the proposed Area Plan, based on the analysis included in the Revised Draft EIR, the

Preservation Corridor Alternative would be considered environmentally superior to the proposed Area

Plan because it would avoid and/or substantially reduce the severity of significant impacts associated

with implementing the proposed Area Plan. However, as stated in the section, this alternative is rejected

in favor of the proposed Area Plan because it does not meet as many of the objectives as the proposed

Area Plan. For example, because this alternative would result in a reduced population and a decrease in

the number of housing units, it would be less effective at achieving goals 14, 17, and 29 when compared

to the proposed Area Plan.

For background purposes, Alternative 2 would result in less buildable area than the proposed Area Plan:

“[A] total of 597 dwelling units would be allowed on the 5,967.5 acres within the boundary of the

proposed Preservation Corridor under Alternative 2, instead of a total of 2,761 dwelling units under the

proposed Area Plan.” (Revised Draft EIR, p. 6.0-21.) In other words, Alternative 2 would provide 2,164

fewer dwelling units than the proposed Area Plan and would accommodate 7,055 less residents than the

proposed Area Plan. (Revised Draft EIR, p. 6.0-31.) This difference is not inconsequential given the

County’s need to accommodate long-term growth projections within its jurisdictional areas.

As indicated above, this overall reduction in total dwelling units and resident population is inconsistent

with the following objectives of the proposed Area Plan:

“14.Valley communities shall contain a mix of uses that support the basic needs of

residents—places to live, shop, recreate, meet/socialize, and enjoy the environmental

setting—that are appropriate and consistent with their community character.

Regionally oriented uses that serve residents of the entire Valley or export goods and

services may be concentrated in key business centers rather than uniformly dispersed

throughout the Valley communities.

17. The Valley is committed to providing affordable work force housing to meet the

needs of individuals employed in the Santa Clarita Valley.

29. Public infrastructure shall be improved, maintained, and expanded as needed to

meet the needs of projected population and employment growth and contribute to

the Valley’s quality of life.”

(Revised Draft EIR, pp. 2.0-10 to 2.0-12.)
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Response 10

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR does not provide substantial evidence that all feasible

mitigation has been proposed and that most of the measures and policies identified are unenforceable

and vague, directing the County only to “promote, “encourage,” “support,” or “investigate” various

methods to reduce driving, or committing the County to use the measures only “where feasible” or

“where appropriate,” without providing any criteria for the circumstances under which a measure will be

“feasible” or “appropriate.” The comment states the Revised Draft EIR provides no evidence that these

policies will be implemented, or if implemented, whether they will be effective at reducing vehicle miles

traveled. The comment references the Yolo County General Plan Update, which was adopted in 2009, as

an example of a General Plan with measures that reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT). The

unincorporated portion of Yolo County is expected to grow in population from 23,265 in 2008 to 64,700 in

2030.37 By comparison, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) projects that the

population of the unincorporated North Los Angeles County subregion, which includes unincorporated

portions of the Santa Clarita Valley as well as unincorporated areas of the Antelope Valley, will increase

from 132,797 residents in year 2005 to 434,773 residents in year 2035, for a total increase of 301,975

residents. As shown, the population in the unincorporated North Los Angeles County is nearly seven

times greater than that of unincorporated Yolo County. Measures that may be feasible in a less densely

populated region may not be feasible in more densely populated region. Nonetheless, the County’s

proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan contain policies that will reduce VMT. Refer to

Response 8 above for a discussion and comparison of the rate of growth in vehicle miles traveled and

population, based on data from the traffic study for the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s

proposed General Plan.

For a mitigation measure to be determined “feasible” according to CEQA, it need only be capable of

being accomplished successfully within a reasonable amount of time. Given the more general nature of

an Area Plan and Program EIR compared to a site-specific project and Project EIR, the time frame for

accomplishing mitigation measures would be longer for a Program EIR than the time frame for

accomplishing measures for a site-specific Project EIR. The mitigation measures for the proposed Area

Plan are generally designed to be applied in greater detail for discretionary cases at the project-specific

review level, and for ministerial cases at the Zoning Ordinance level of implementation, as directed by

the Countywide General Plan.

A list of key policies that are incorporated into the proposed Area Plan that would reduce vehicle miles

are provided below. Several of these policies have been revised and are incorporated into the Revised

37 Yolo County, 2030 Countywide General Plan, Draft Environmental Impact Report, III. Project Description, (2009) 80

2.0-1843



2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Final EIR. Deleted text is indicated with strikeout formatting and any added text is indicated with double

underlines. These policies, as amended, will be effective at reducing vehicle miles traveled because they

are generally consistent with SCAQMD suggested policies, as previously discussed under

Response E11-7.

Policy LU 1.1.5: Increase infill development and re-use of underutilized sites within and adjacent

to developed urban areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing

infrastructure and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of vacant

sites for higher density and mixed use, where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to plan for cohesive, vibrant,

pedestrian-oriented communities with mixed uses, access to public transit, and

opportunities for living and working within the same community.

Policy LU 2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use designations in a manner that

promotes healthy, walkable communities, by providing an appropriate mix of

residential and service uses in proximity to one another.

Policy LU 2.3.2: Either vertical or horizontal integration of uses shall be allowed in a mixed-use

development, with an emphasis on tying together the uses with appropriate

pedestrian linkages.

Policy LU 2.3.4: Adequate public spaces and amenities shall be provided in a mixed-use

development to support both commercial and residential uses, including but not

limited to plazas, landscaped walkways, village greens, and greenbelts.

Policy LU 2.3.5: Mixed-use developments shall be designed to create a pedestrian-scale

environment through appropriate street and sidewalk widths, block lengths,

relationship of buildings to streets, and use of public spaces.

Policy LU 3.2.1: Require provision of adequate walkways in urban residential neighborhoods

that provide safe and accessible connections to destinations such as schools,

parks, and neighborhood commercial centers.

Policy LU 3.2.2: In planning residential neighborhoods, include pedestrian linkages, landscaped

parkways with sidewalks, and separated trails for pedestrians and bicycles,

where appropriate and feasible.
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Policy LU 5.1.1: Require safe, secure, clearly delineated, adequately illuminated walkways and

bicycle facilities in all commercial and business centers.

Policy LU 5.1.2: Require connectivity between walkways and bikeways serving neighborhoods

and nearby commercial areas, schools, parks, and other supporting services and

facilities.

Policy LU 5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by walkways and comfortable, safe,

and convenient waiting facilities, are provided for transit users within

residential, shopping, and business developments.

Policy LU 5.2.1: Designate higher-density residential uses in areas served by public transit and a

full range of support services.

Policy LU 5.2.2: Provide for location of neighborhood commercial uses in proximity to the

neighborhoods they serve, to encourage cycling and walking to local stores.

Policy C 1.2.1: Develop coordinated plans for land use, circulation, and transit to promote

transit-oriented development that concentrates higher density housing,

employment, and commercial areas in proximity to transit corridors.

Policy C 1.2.2: Create walkable communities, with paseos and walkways connecting residential

neighborhoods to multi-modal transportation services such as bus stops and rail

stations.

Policy C 1.2.3: Require that new commercial and industrial development provide walkway

connections to public sidewalks and transit stops, where available.

Policy C 1.2.5: In mixed-use projects, require compact development and a mix of land uses to

locate housing, workplaces, and services within walking or bicycling distance of

each other.

Policy C 1.2.6: Provide flexible standards for parking and roadway design in transit-oriented

development areas to promote transit use, where appropriate.

Policy C 1.2.7: In pedestrian-oriented areas, provide a highly connected circulation grid with

relatively small blocks to encourage walking.
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Policy C 2.1.3: Protect and enhance the capacity of the roadway system by upgrading

intersections to meet level of service standards, widening and/or restriping for

additional lanes, synchronizing traffic signals, and other means as appropriate.

Policy C 3.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies for City and County fleets.

Policy C 3.2.2: Continue to enhance signal timing and synchronization to allow for free traffic

flow, minimizing idling and vehicle emissions.

Policy C 3.3.4: Within transit-oriented development projects, provide incentives such as higher

floor area ratio and/or lower parking requirements for commercial development

that provides transit and ride-share programs.

Policy C 3.3.7: Create parking benefit districts which invest meter revenues in pedestrian

infrastructure and other public amenities wherever feasible.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an expanded bus transfer station

and additional park-and-ride spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other

alternative location as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents

on the Valley’s east side.

Policy C 5.1.2: For private gated communities, require the developer to accommodate bus access

through the entry gate, or provide bus waiting facilities at the project entry with

pedestrian connections to residential streets, where appropriate.

Policy C 6.2.1: Require bicycle parking, which can include bicycle lockers and sheltered areas at

commercial sites and multi-family housing complexes for use by employees and

residents, as well as customers and visitors.

Policy C 6.2.2: Provide bicycle racks on transit vehicles to give bike-and-ride commuters the

ability to transport their bicycles.

Policy C 7.1.8: Upgrade streets that are not pedestrian-friendly due to lack of sidewalk

connections, safe street crossing points, vehicle sight distance, or other design

deficiencies.

Policy C 7.1.10: Continue to expand and improve the Valley’s multi-use trail system to provide

additional routes for pedestrian travel.
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In addition, Section 3.3 Air Quality of the Revised Draft EIR includes mitigation measures MM 3.3-1

through MM 3.3-9 for development projects considered under the proposed Area Plan for construction to

address operational air quality impacts, which use legally binding language such as “shall use” (Revised

Final EIR, pp. 3.3-84 through 3.3-87). These measures will be enforced through a mitigation monitoring

reporting program.

Response 11

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR does not adopt additional measures to reduce air

pollution that are enforceable or, alternatively, does not provide substantial evidence that additional

measures are infeasible, as obligated under CEQA. Section 3.3, Air Quality, contains required mitigation

measures that would reduce air quality impacts from construction and operational activities. The South

Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has provided additional mitigation measures that

should be included in the Revised Final EIR in a comment letter on the Revised Draft EIR. Please refer to

Letter C4, Response 4 for a list of these additional SCAQMD-recommended mitigation measures that

have been included in the Revised Final EIR. Moreover, the comment fails to identify any possible

additional feasible mitigation measures, so no response can be provided as to why a particular mitigation

is not included.

Response 12

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR “contains no overall plan to reduce GHG emissions,” but

instead “chiefly promises that the County will have a Climate Action Plan (CAP) in place 18 months from

whatever date the OVOV Plan is adopted.” The comment also is critical of Policy CO 8.1.1, which

contemplates the County’s adoption of a CAP, describing it is lacking “any binding criteria or goals.”

First, the comment incorrectly describes the analysis presented in Section 3.4, Global Climate Change, of

the Revised Draft EIR as failing to contain a plan to reduce GHG emissions. Rather, as presented on pages

3.4-135 through 3.4-139 of the Revised Draft EIR, 17 mitigation measures are recommended to reduce

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions attributable to various types of land use development.

Second, Policy CO 8.1.1 from the proposed Area Plan was set forth on pages 3.4-68 and 3.4-69 of the

Revised Draft EIR. The commenter states that the policy “promises that the County will have a Climate

Action Plan (CAP) in place 18 months from whatever date the OVOV Plan is adopted.” However, the

commenter is incorrect in that the policy states that the County will create and adopt a Climate Action

Plan within 18 months of the adoption date of the County’s General Plan Update, not the proposed Area

Plan. The Countywide General Plan provides guidance for all of the County’s unincorporated areas,

including those in the Santa Clarita Valley. The proposed Area Plan, like the currently adopted Area Plan,

is a component of the Countywide General Plan that provides additional guidance exclusively for the
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unincorporated areas within the Santa Clarita Valley, which is only one of several unincorporated areas

within the County. The County does not intend to create and adopt one Climate Action Plan for the

unincorporated areas within the Santa Clarita Valley after the proposed Area Plan is adopted and to

subsequently create and adopt separate Climate Action Plans for the several other unincorporated areas

within the County as other Area Plans, Community Plans, and Neighborhood Plans are updated or

created in the future. The County believes that the most appropriate and efficient approach is to create

and adopt one Countywide Climate Action Plan for all of the County’s unincorporated areas, including

those in the Santa Clarita Valley. The County further believes that this approach necessitates that the

Countywide Climate Action Plan be created and adopted within 18 months of the adoption date of the

County’s General Plan Update, as the Climate Action Plan would be able to consider existing conditions

throughout all of the County’s unincorporated areas as well as buildout of all of the County’s

unincorporated areas, both of which will be documented in the Draft EIR for the County’s General Plan

Update. The most recent draft of the County’s General Plan Update was released in April 2011 and is

available on the Internet at http://planning.lacounty.gov/generalplan. A Notice of Preparation for the

Draft EIR for the County’s General Plan Update was issued on August 15, 2011. At the time this Revised

Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was released, the County had begun an emissions inventory, which

is the first phase in its efforts to create and adopt a Countywide Climate Action Plan. The emissions

inventory, and subsequent actions to create and adopt a Countywide Climate Action Plan, will be closely

coordinated with development of the Countywide General Plan Update and its Draft EIR.

In response to this comment and at the direction of County staff, Policy CO 8.1.1 has been revised in the

Revised Final EIR as follows, with deletions shown in strikeout and additions in double-underline:

Policy CO 8.1.1: Create and adopt a Climate Action Plan (CAP) for all of the County’s

unincorporated areas within 18 months of the adoption date of the County’s

General Plan Update, which sets policy for all of the County’s unincorporated

areas, including those within the Santa Clarita Valley. The CAP shall be prepared

and submitted for consideration and adoption by the Board of Supervisors as an

amendment to the County’s newly adopted General Plan to ensure that it

receives public and agency input and environmental review pursuant to the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) prior to Board action. The CAP

shall include the following components and criteria:

a. Plans and programs to reduce GHG emissions to levels that generally are

consistent with specific targets for reduction of the County’s current and

projected 2020 GHG emissions inventory, and which are reasonably

attributable to land uses within the County’s unincorporated areas
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(including both existing and future development) and its internal

government operations. State mandated targets, including enforceable

reduction measures; Targets shall be generally consistent with reduction

targets in Assembly Bill (AB) 32 (Health & Saf. Code, §38500 et seq.), or other

applicable local or regional enactments addressing GHG emissions,

including applicable California Air Resources Board regulations adopted

pursuant to AB 32.

(i) The CAP may establish goals beyond 2020, which are generally

consistent with the applicable laws and regulations referenced in this

policy and based on current science.

(ii) The CAP shall include specific and general tools and strategies to

reduce the County’s current and projected 2020 GHG inventory and

to meet the CAP’s target for GHG reductions by 2020.

(iii) The CAP shall consider GHG reduction strategies, including but not

limited to:

(a) Measures to improve energy efficiency in existing and future

development;

(b) Increased use of renewable energy, including distributed

systems for residential, commercial and industrial buildings, as

well as utility-scale renewable energy generation and

transmission facilities;

(c) Water conservation and efficiency measures for existing and

future development, including water recycling;

(d) Solid waste measures, including reduction of waste generation,

diversion of waste for reuse, recycling, methane capture, and

potential waste to energy efforts;

(e) Land use, and transportation measures, including promotion of

transit and transit-oriented development, alternatives to vehicle

travel including pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure,

alternative fuel vehicle infrastructure, and other measures; and
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(f) Urban forestry or other means of improving carbon

sequestration.

The CAP will also consider the effect of federal, state, and regional

actions to reduce GHG emissions within the County in addition to local

actions that the County can take. The CAP shall establish a schedule of

implementation actions.

(iv) From to time, but at least every five years, the County shall

review the CAP’s land use and development reduction strategies

for residential, municipal, and commercial buildings, and update

the requirements to ensure that they help achieve the GHG

reduction targets specified in the CAP.

b. Mechanisms to ensure regular review of progress towards the emission

reduction targets established by the CAP Climate Action Plan;

c. Procedures for reporting on the progress of the CAP to officials and the

public;

d. Procedures for revising the plan CAP, as needed, to meet GHG emissions

reduction targets, including environmental review of any revisions, pursuant

to CEQA, as necessary; and

e. Allocation of funding and staffing for Plan CAP implementation.

After adoption of the Climate Action Plan for all of the County’s unincorporated

areas, which will occur within 18 months of the adoption date of the County’s

General Plan Update, which sets policy for all of the County’s unincorporated

areas, including those within the Santa Clarita Valley, amend this the Santa

Clarita Valley Area Plan if necessary to ensure consistency with the adopted

Climate Action Plan.

The above revisions provide additional detail regarding the County’s plans relative to preparation of the

CAP, as requested by the commenter. That being said, to the extent the comment’s subject heading

suggests that preparation of the CAP is a mitigation measure required by the Revised Draft EIR, the

comment is incorrect. Policy CO 8.1.1 is not a mitigation measure adopted pursuant to CEQA, rather it is

a component of the proposed Area Plan. For that reason, the comment’s suggestion that Policy CO 8.1.1 is

subject to CEQA’s mitigation deferral standards is incorrect.
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Third, it is not atypical for CAP preparation and adoption to occur subsequent to the adoption of General

Plans, Area Plans, etc. For example, the commenter entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with the

City of Stockton in 2008 that allowed for Stockton’s newly adopted General Plan to be implemented while

Stockton was afforded 24 months to prepare and adopt a CAP. The Agreement also affirmed Stockton’s

discretion in setting GHG reduction targets, noting only that the targets “shall be set in accordance with

reduction targets in AB 32, other state laws, or applicable local or regional enactments addressing GHG

emissions, and with Air Resources Board regulations and strategies adopted to carry out AB 32, if any,

including any local or regional targets for GHG reductions adopted pursuant to AB 32 or other state

laws.”38

Similarly, in 2007, the commenter entered into a Settlement Agreement with the County of San

Bernardino. That Agreement required San Bernardino to prepare a Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction

Plan within 30 months of the Agreement’s execution, while concurrently allowing San Bernardino to

implement its challenged General Plan Update. The Agreement required San Bernardino to establish “[a]

target for the reduction of those sources of emissions reasonably attributable to the County’s

discretionary land use decisions and the County’s internal governmental operations.”39

Policy CO 8.1.1 is consistent with the parameters outlined in the above-referenced Agreements, in that the

policy provides the County with 18 months to adopt the CAP (which is less time than afforded to

Stockton and San Bernardino) and requires the CAP to set targets that are generally consistent with AB 32

or other applicable local or regional enactments addressing GHG emissions, including applicable

California Air Resources Board regulations adopted pursuant to AB 32.

Fourth and finally, it bears emphasizing that the County is diligently working towards securing region-

wide GHG emission reductions, to the extent permitted by its jurisdictional authority. As just one

example of the County’s good faith efforts to combat global climate change, please see the County’s

Green Building Program Web Site: http://planning.lacounty.gov/green. The Green Building Program

consists of three ordinances that were adopted by the County’s Board of Supervisors (Board) on

November 18, 2008 -- (1) Green Building (Ordinance No. 2008-0065); (2) Low-Impact Development

(Ordinance No. 2008-0063); and, (3) Drought Tolerant Landscaping (Ordinance No. 2008-0064) -- that

collectively address a wide range of green building issues to combat global climate change. These

ordinances, which have been incorporated into Titles 21 and 22 of the Los Angeles County Code, became

applicable in unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County on January 1, 2009, and require a variety of

38 For a copy of the Memorandum of Agreement, please see http://ag.ca.gov/cms_attachments/

press/pdfs/n1608_stockton_agreement.pdf.

39 For a copy of this Settlement Agreement, please see http://ag.ca.gov/cms_pdfs/press/2007-08-

21_San_Bernardino_settlement_agreement.pdf.
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green design practices for new residential and non-residential projects (See also Revised Draft EIR, pp.

3.4-32 to 3.4-33 [summarizing the primary attributes of the Green Building Program]). Although

compliance with these ordinances is already mandated by virtue of the fact that they have been

incorporated into the County Code, the proposed Area Plan has various policies requiring compliance

with the County’s Green Building Program, including subsequent amendments to the ordinances that

were previously adopted by the Board pursuant to the County’s Green Building Program, as well as any

new ordinances that may be adopted by the Board in the future pursuant to the County’s Green Building

Program, as follows:

Policy CO 8.1.3 Implement the ordinances developed through the County’s Green Building

Program.

Policy CO 8.3.1 Evaluate development proposals for consistency with the ordinances developed

through the County’s Green Building Program.

Policy CO 8.3.2 Promote construction of energy efficient buildings through the certification

requirements of the ordinances developed through the County’s Green Building

Program.

In summary, the Revised Draft EIR complies with CEQA’s requirements in that it identifies all feasible

mitigation requirements. The proposed Area Plan also presents, via Policy CO 8.1.1, a well-reasoned and

well-defined requirement to prepare and adopt a CAP within 18 months after adoption of the County’s

General Plan Update, should the proposed Area Plan be adopted.

Response 13

The comment suggests that any increase in GHG emissions is impermissible, and that the Revised Draft

EIR has failed to include all feasible mitigation measures.

To preface, while there would be a change in emission levels should the proposed Area Plan be adopted

(see Response 4 to Letter No. 91), the County does not concur with the characterization of this change as

“significant,” particularly because of the absence of scientific and factual information regarding what

particular quantities of GHG emissions are significant (as climate change is a global issue). In fact, the

limited guidance adopted or being drafted by air quality management districts in California

inconsistently sets numerical significant standards. For example, the Bay Area Air Quality Management

District (BAAQMD) has identified a 10,000 metric tons cap for stationary source projects, but a
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1,100 metric tons cap for land use development projects.40 The South Coast Air Quality Management

District’s (SCAQMD) draft proposal also identifies several numeric caps, including 1,400 metric tons for

commercial projects, 3,500 metric tons for residential projects and/or 3,000 metric tons for mixed-use or all

land use projects.41 For GHGs, like other criteria air pollutants, there does not appear to be a clear

scientific basis upon which to establish different numeric criteria for different source types. Additionally,

neither BAAQMD nor SCAQMD seem to be basing their criteria on scientific evidence of project

significance. Instead, each district is trying to capture a certain percentage of projects by its thresholds.42

The County conservatively elected to find that the proposed Area Plan’s increase over existing emissions

levels would result in a significant environmental impact. Given the unsettled state of the relevant

science, this finding is reasonable and appropriate. As future land use development proposals requiring

discretionary approval within the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley are presented for the County’s

consideration, additional project-level environmental analysis will be required relative to the issue of

global climate change. Such analysis would account for any refinements in the state of the science. That

being said, please note that Section 3.4, Global Climate Change, of the Revised Draft EIR assessed the

consistency of the proposed Area Plan with GHG reduction strategies identified by various agencies and

entities:

 Table 3.4-7, Consistency of Sustainable Strategies with AB 32 Scoping Plan Measures;

 Table 3.4-9, Consistency with the 2006 Climate Action Team Report;

 Table 3.4-10, Consistency with Office of Planning and Research Suggested Measures;

 Table 3.4-11, Attorney General’s Recommended General Plan Mitigation Measures; and

 Appendix 3.4 [containing a consistency analysis of the proposed Area Plan relative to reduction

strategies recommended by CAPCOA].

40 BAAQMD, Adopted Air Quality CEQA Thresholds of Significance - June 2, 2010, available at

http://www.baaqmd.gov/~/media/Files/Planning%20and%20Research/CEQA/Adopted%20Thresholds%20Table_

December%202010.ashx.

41 SCAQMD, Greenhouse Gas CEQA Significance Threshold Stakeholder Working Group #15 (September 28,

2010), Slide 3, available at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/GHG/2010/sept28mtg/ghgmtg15-web.pdf.

42 See, e.g., BAAQMD, California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Update: Proposed Thresholds of

Significance (December 7, 2009), p. 19, available at http://www.baaqmd.gov/~/media/Files/

Planning%20and%20Research/CEQA/Proposed%20Thresholds%20of%20Significance%20Dec%207%2009.ashx

[“Staff recommends a 1,100 MT CO2e per year threshold. Choosing a 1,100 MT mass emissions significance

threshold level (equivalent to approximately 60 single-family units), would result in about 59 percent of all

projects being above the significance threshold and having to implement feasible mitigation measures to meet

their CEQA obligations. These projects account for approximately 92 percent of all GHG emissions anticipated to

occur between now and 2020 from new land use development in the SFBAAB.”].
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As discussed in the above-referenced tables and appendix, the proposed Area Plan generally is consistent

with the identified GHG reduction strategies and, therefore, in line with AB 32 and Executive Order No.

S-3-05.

Although the comment states that the proposed Area Plan’s GHG emissions “must be reduced to meet

California’s emission reduction and climate change objectives,” please note that no state or regional

agency (e.g., California Resources Board (CARB) or SCAQMD) with expertise in global climate change

has endorsed a zero-based threshold, which would likely result in the preparation of extensive

environmental documentation for even the smallest of projects. For example, on page 25 of the California

Natural Resources Agency’s (CNRA) Final Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action (December 2009),

CNRA stated that CEQA Guidelines section 15064.4(b)(1) “is not intended to imply a zero net emissions

threshold of significance. As case law makes clear, there is no ‘one molecule rule’ in CEQA.” Similarly, on

page 4 of CARB’s Preliminary Draft Staff Proposal: Recommended Approaches for Setting Interim

Significance Thresholds for Greenhouse Gases Under the California Environmental Quality Act (October 24,

2008), CARB staff noted its conclusion that “for the project types under consideration [i.e., industrial and

commercial/residential], non-zero thresholds can be supported by substantial evidence. [CARB] staff

believes that zero thresholds are not mandated in light of the fact that: (1) some level of emissions in the

near term and at mid-century is still consistent with climate stabilization; and (2) current and anticipated

regulations and programs apart from CEQA... will proliferate and increasingly will reduce the GHG

contributions of past, present, and future projects.” Finally, SCAQMD staff, who are overseeing a

stakeholder working group for the development of CEQA significance criteria, have not proposed a zero-

based criterion.43

As provided in the Revised Draft EIR, the recommended mitigation measures, as well as future

legislative and regulatory enactments by applicable federal, state and regional bodies, all would serve to

further reduce GHG emissions associated with any future buildout under the proposed Area Plan,

consistent with the comment’s ultimate objective (i.e., to reduce GHG emissions). As previously

discussed in Response 8 above, buildout of the County’s proposed Area Plan and buildout of the City’s

proposed General Plan would result in a growth rate of VMT of approximately 60 percent while the rate

of growth in population would be approximately 83 percent. While total VMT would increase under

buildout of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan, per capita VMT

would be expected to decrease by at least 12 percent. Additionally, while the rate of growth in trips

would exceed the rate of growth in population, the length of the trips would decrease due to a higher

proportion of residents commuting within the Santa Clarita Valley as opposed to commuting to

destinations outside of the Santa Clarita Valley. The reduction in per capita VMT and the rate of grown in

43 For more information on SCAQMD’s efforts, please see http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/GHG/GHG.html.
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VMT compared to population is directly related to the policies that would be adopted if the County

adopts the Area Plan and the City adopts the General Plan. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.4,

Global Climate Change, of the Revised Draft EIR would further reduce the emissions associated with

buildout of the County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan.

As to the second prong of the comment, because the commenter fails to identify any specific mitigation

measures that it believes are feasible and not included in the Revised Draft EIR, no more specific of a

response can be provided.

Response 14

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR does not fully disclose the alleged harms from impacts of

new housing and alleged suburban sprawl.

The County believes that it has addressed all of the impacts of new development (including new housing)

as analyzed in the Revised Draft EIR. The Revised Draft EIR addresses all potential impacts of new

housing and development. As an example, the 139-page analysis presented in Section 3.4 of the Revised

Draft EIR, and the proposed Area Plan’s inclusion of numerous goals, objectives, and policies designed to

achieve green design and smart growth, rather than promoting sprawl, are also evidence of this. As set

forth in additional responses below, the Area Plan also includes various other measures to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions.

The County takes seriously its role in the state’s efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to

effectively combat the effects of global climate change. That being said, the County also seeks to minimize

redundant regulation due to the global nature of the subject environmental issue. (A global climate

change is a global issue such that the precise location of the emission of greenhouse gas emissions is not

the driving factor. Rather, it is the total quantity of greenhouse gas emissions that drives global climate

change.) Therefore, the County seeks to harmonize its efforts with applicable international, national,

state, and regional efforts.

Furthermore, the proposed Area Plan contains policies that would guide future development in the area

that would reduce VMT (for example, see Revised Draft EIR, pp. 3.2-55 to 3.2-57). The following are

further examples of policies included in the Revised Draft EIR that would reduce VMT:

Policy LU 1.1.3: Discourage urban sprawl into rural areas by limiting non-contiguous, “leap-

frog” development outside of areas designated for urban use.

Policy LU 1.1.5: Increase infill development and re-use of underutilized sites within and adjacent

to developed urban areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing
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infrastructure and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of vacant

sites for higher density and mixed use, where appropriate.

Policy LU 3.2.1: Require provision of adequate walkways in urban residential neighborhoods

that provide safe and accessible connections to destinations such as schools,

parks, and neighborhood commercial centers.

Policy LU 5.2.1: Designate higher-density residential uses in areas served by public transit and a

full range of support services.

Policies contained within the Area Plan are intended to reduce sprawl and vehicle miles traveled.

Response 15

The comment requests information of the population projections for the Santa Clarita Valley, and

information regarding the correlation between such projections and the amount of development

contemplated by the proposed Area Plan. The comment also requests information on the location, extent,

and type of development that currently exists in the Santa Clarita Valley in relation to what is

contemplated by the proposed Area Plan.

Population projections for the proposed Area Plan are provided in Table 2.0-1, Summary of Population,

Housing, and Employment Projections for the OVOV Planning Area at Buildout. As provided therein, at

buildout, the OVOV Planning Area (which includes the City of Santa Clarita and the unincorporated

portions of the Santa Clarita Valley) will contain approximately 460,000 to 485,000 people; of this amount,

approximately 237,387 would be located within unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarita Valley.

(Revised Draft EIR, p. 2.0-28.) The analytical assumptions and methodology used to prepare this

population estimate are discussed at length on pages 2.0-24 through 2.0-25. As explained, “[t]he

projections … represent staff’s best efforts to achieve a realistic vision of actual buildout potential for the

planning area. In preparing the OVOV land use projections, staff acknowledged that portions of the

planning area are already largely developed, and that the Area Plan is not based on a ‘clean slate’ of

vacant, undeveloped land. Existing uses and development patterns must be recognized in planning for

new uses.” (Revised Draft EIR, p. 2.0-25.)

Additional information regarding population projections for the Santa Clarita Valley is also provided in

Section 3.19, Population and Housing, of the Revised Draft EIR:

“According to [the Southern California Association of Government’s (SCAG)] Growth

Forecast, the population of the entire unincorporated subregion is expected to grow from

132,797 residents in the year 2005 to 434,773 residents in the year 2035 …” (Revised Draft

EIR, p. 3.19-3.)
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“In 2008, the population of the County’s Planning Area was approximately 75,000

residents. Buildout of the proposed Area Plan Land Use Map would increase the County

Planning Area’s population by 162,387 residents to a total population of approximately

237,387 residents.” (Revised Draft EIR, p. 3.19-5.)

“SCAG projects that the population of the unincorporated North Los Angeles County

subregion, which includes unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarita Valley as well as

unincorporated areas of the Antelope Valley, will increase from 132,797 residents in year

2005 to 434,773 residents in year 2035, for a total increase of 301,975 residents (no

population projections from SCAG are presently available for this region after year 2035).

Accordingly, SCAG projects substantial population growth (over 227 percent)

throughout unincorporated North Los Angeles County during the current planning

period. Since buildout of the proposed Area Plan would increase the population of the

unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley by 162,387 residents by year 2035, and given that the

population of the entire unincorporated North Los Angeles subregion is projected to

increase by 301,976 residents by 2035, implementation of the proposed Area Plan would

account for approximately 54 percent of this growth.” (Revised Draft EIR, p. 3.19-6.)

As indicated by the above excerpts, the level of population growth contemplated by the proposed Area

Plan is generally consistent with SCAG’s regional projections and is required to accommodate long-term

growth trends anticipated in the unincorporated North County subregion, which includes the

unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley and the unincorporated Antelope Valley. As indicated in the above

excerpts, the population growth projected in the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley represents only 54

percent of the population growth projected by SCAG in the North County subregion. SCAG generates

population growth estimates based on: “… policy direction from the SCAG Community, Economic and

Human Development (CEHD) Policy Committee and working closely with the Plans and Programs

Technical Advisory Committee (P&P TAC), the California Department of Finance (DOF), subregions,

local jurisdictions, CTCs, the public and other major stakeholders, the Forecasting Section of the

Community Development Division is responsible for producing socio-economic estimates and

projections at multiple geographic levels and in multiple years.“44 The analysis prepared by the County

for the Area Plan effort was far more detailed and current than the forecast prepared by SCAG. Draft EIR,

Section 2.0, Project Description, pages 24 and 25 outline in detail the methodology used by the County to

determine population projections as follows:

“The methodology used by staff to develop these detailed demographic projections

involved the following steps:

1. Staff prepared projections for each traffic analysis zone (TAZ) contained in the traffic

model. For purposes of traffic modeling, a TAZ is a portion of land within the

planning area in which certain land uses have been designated, the development of

which is expected to generate new vehicle trips to serve future development. Only

44 http://www.scag.ca.gov/forecast/index.htm
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undeveloped or underutilized land will be expected to be used for new development

that will generate new vehicle trips. Therefore, each TAZ was analyzed to determine

the percentage of land that was already fully built out, and the amount of land

available for new development or rebuilding. There are 455 TAZs in the traffic model

for the planning area.

2. Staff compared each TAZ with a current aerial photograph and Planning Department

records to determine the amount of developable land in each one. Land was

considered to be developable if it was vacant or underutilized, privately owned,

designated and zoned for future development, and free of major constraints such as

ridgelines and floodways.

3. For land within each TAZ, staff estimated the projected actual buildout capacity

under the draft Land Use Map, considering parcelization, existing and surrounding

development, access, topography, drainage patterns, infrastructure capacity, and

similar site constraints.

4. The result of this analysis was an estimated buildout capacity for each TAZ in terms

of dwelling unit number and type; non-residential development potential (including

commercial, business park, retail, and institutional space); public uses, including

government and school facilities, parks and open space; and land devoted to

infrastructure (such as streets and highways, transmission corridors, and flood

control easements).

5. Portions of the Planning Area outside the TAZ had trips designated to the nearest

TAZ.

The projections generated from the TAZ analysis represent staff’s best efforts to achieve a

realistic vision of actual buildout potential for the planning area. In preparing the OVOV

land use projections [the land use projections for the City’s proposed General Plan and

the County’s proposed Area Plan, both of which were developed through the joint “One

Valley One Vision” (OVOV) planning effort], staff acknowledged that portions of the

planning area are already largely developed, and that the Area Plan is not based on a

“clean slate” of vacant, undeveloped land. Existing uses and development patterns must

be recognized in planning for new uses.

For purposes of a theoretical comparison, the TAZ analysis could be compared to the

‘worst case’ buildout projections of the Area Plan land use map. The worst-case scenario

assumes that all existing uses are subject to demolition, reconstruction, or intensification

to achieve the maximum density allowed by the land use map. For example, if an area is

designated for single-family residential uses at five dwelling units per acre and the area

is already developed at four dwellings per acre, the worst-case scenario assumes that the

existing subdivisions would be replaced with new subdivisions at a higher density, or

that existing units would be subdivided into multi-family structures to achieve the

higher density. Because many areas of the Santa Clarita Valley have been developed

within the last 20 years with structures that have useful lifespan of 50 years or longer,

staff determined that it would be unreasonable to assume that all existing development

would be replaced with new development at the highest possible density allowed by the
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land use map. For this reason, the worst-case scenario under the land use plan was not

used as the basis for demographic projections. Instead, the TAZ analysis described above

formed the basis for reasonable buildout projections of land use, dwelling units,

population, and employment.”

With respect to the comment’s request for information regarding existing development levels, Section

3.19 disclosed that:

“As of 2008, there were approximately 80,000 dwelling units within the Santa Clarita

Valley, of which 23,000 were in the unincorporated areas and 57,000 were within the City

of Santa Clarita. Another 39,500 dwelling units had received land use approval, including

33,500 units in unincorporated County areas and 6,000 units within the City of Santa

Clarita; several thousand more dwelling units were the subject of pending land use

applications.” (Revised Draft EIR, p. 3.19-2.)

With regard to the pending applications, it would not be appropriate to provide a precise number given

the great uncertainty of the actual number of proposed units that would ultimately end up completing

the application process or the actual number of proposed units that would receive approval.

Furthermore, of the number of units proposed that have received land use approval, though counted in

this analysis, may not be built due to changing market conditions or changing ownership circumstances.

Also with regard to the pending applications, the numbers provided in the Revised Draft EIR, and cited

above, relate to 2008, as that was the year that the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the EIR was issued

and circulated and is therefore an appropriate baseline year for “on the ground” conditions. Although the

County has revised and re-circulated its initial Draft EIR, 2008 remains as an appropriate baseline year,

given that it was the year that the NOP was issued and circulated. Shortly after the NOP was issued and

circulated, the housing market in the Santa Clarita Valley and elsewhere throughout the United States

experienced a sharp downturn and the housing market had not fully recovered at the time this Revised

Final EIR was released. Accordingly, many pending development applications became inactive, and since

2008 many such applications have been denied by County decision makers on the basis of inactivity.45

Furthermore, few pending development applications have been approved since 2008, few approved tract

maps have been recorded since 2008, and a relatively small number of housing units have been

constructed since 2008. In light of these circumstances, and the uncertainty discussed in the preceding

paragraph, the numbers provided in the Revised Draft EIR represent an accurate depiction of

development activity within the Santa Clarita Valley, and as previously stated, reflect an appropriate

baseline year. In any event, the County has continuously maintained information regarding subdivision

activity within the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley and other portions of its jurisdiction since 2008.

This information is contained within SUB-NET, an interactive Geographic Information System (GIS) that

45 The Signal, SCV land deals to get axed. July 19, 2011
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has been available to the public since 2008 on the Department of Regional Planning Web Site at

http://planning.lacounty.gov/subnet. It should be noted that the information is also available to the Board

of Supervisors and other County decision makers because of its public availability.

Additional information regarding the existing communities located within the Santa Clarita Valley, as

well as approved Specific Plans, is provided in Section 2.0, Project Description, on pages 2.0-13 through

2.0-24.

The Revised Draft EIR also disclosed that the population projections (460,000 to 485,000) associated with

full buildout of the proposed Area Plan translates into approximately 150,000 to 160,000 households

(Revised Draft EIR, p. 2.0-24.).

As to forms of non-residential development, Table 2.0-2, Acres of Land Use Designations, in the Revised

Draft EIR identified the acreage total for each land use designation identified in the proposed Area Plan,

allowing for an approximate assessment, by acreage, of the type and amount of development proposed

for each land use designation in the proposed Area Plan. Information regarding the location of such

development is provided in Figure 2.0-4, Proposed Land Use Policy Map (See also Revised Draft EIR, pp.

2.0-25 to -27 [summarizing analytical assumptions and methodology used by County staff in developing

commercial and industrial development projections]).

In closing, while the Revised Draft EIR contains the information requested by the comment, the precise

level of development that may occur in the Santa Clarita Valley depends, in part, upon the housing

market and the economic conditions in play at the time such development is proposed.

Response 16

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR fails to disclose the number of people who live outside the

Santa Clarita Valley (Valley) and commute into the Valley to work there. All traffic trips, including traffic

trips into the Valley from other areas and out of the Valley into other areas, are a fundamental part of the

traffic model. Please see Revised Draft EIR, Appendix 3.2, One Valley One Vision Traffic Study, Austin

Foust Inc., June 2010, Section 1.5 Reference: 3. “Draft Santa Clarita Valley Consolidated Traffic Model

2004 Update and Validation,” City of Santa Clarita and County of Los Angeles Department of Public

Works, June 2004. This reference has been appended to the Revised Final EIR.

Additionally, please see Table 4-6, Freeway Volume Summary, in Appendix 3.2 of the Revised Draft, also

included below. This summary demonstrates how the number of vehicle trips increases at buildout of the

County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan in comparison to existing conditions.

For example, on I-5 just north of the SR-14 interchange during the AM Peak Hour, the northbound
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volume increases from 5,600 vehicles per hour (vph) at existing conditions to 7,540 vph at buildout of the

County’s proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan, which were both developed as part

of the OVOV joint planning effort. Northbound trips represent people entering the Valley in the morning.

Table 4-6

Freeway Volume Summary

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour

Segment ADT NB SB NB SB

I-5 south of Parker Interchange

Existing Conditions 110,000 1,860 2,190 3,570 3,070

Current GP 240,000 5,140 6,950 8,760 7,980

Proposed OVOV GP 239,000 4,090 6,770 8,770 7,640

I-5 south of Valencia Interchange

Existing Conditions 179,000 5,430 5,310 6,050 6,420

Current GP 269,000 8,540 9,970 9,730 10,320

Proposed OVOV GP 259,000 7,860 8,200 9,190 10,300

I-5 north of SR-14 Interchange

Existing Conditions 202,000 5,600 6,610 6,970 6,410

Current GP 308,000 8,710 10,430 10,530 10,800

Proposed OVOV GP 269,000 7,540 7,380 8,700 10,480

SR-14 south of Aqua Dulce Interchange

Existing Conditions 110,000 1,970 5,580 5,130 2,810

Current GP 200,000 4,260 11,970 11,300 5,190

Proposed OVOV GP 158,000 2,700 11,780 10,590 3,350

SR-14 south of Sierra Highway Interchange

Existing Conditions 152,000 2,510 7,090 7,500 3,380

Current GP 279,000 5,020 15,330 15,430 7,100

Proposed OVOV GP 217,000 3,900 14,350 13,580 5,150

SR-14 north of I-5 Interchange

Existing Conditions 176,000 2,950 8,350 8,430 4,100

Current GP 316,000 6,320 16,170 16,250 8,490

Proposed OVOV GP 230,000 5,100 13,920 13,390 6,820

Response 17

The comment states that the Revised Draft EIR does not perform an analysis to determine whether

increasing the amount of affordable housing in the Santa Clarita Valley (Valley) might allow more

commuters to live and work in the Valley and thus drive less. One of the premises of the County’s

proposed Area Plan and the City’s proposed General Plan, which were both developed as part of the

OVOV effort, is to reduce allowable residential densities in outlying areas, which are generally located
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within the unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarita Valley, and to increase allowable residential

densities in the central core, which is located in the City and where transit opportunities are available for

all people—not only those who require affordable housing. Please also see Section 2.0, Project Description

of the Revised Draft EIR, pages 2.0-10 through 12, which provides the OVOV Guiding Principles

pertaining to residential developments in the OVOV Planning Area, which includes the City and the

unincorporated portions of the Valley. These Guiding Principles prescribe a variety of housing types,

including affordable housing in locations that can take advantage of bike and pedestrian trails, transit,

etc. to reduce and lessen the need to commute outside of the Valley:

“16. The Valley shall contain a mix of housing types that meet the diverse needs of

residents, and offer choices for the Valley’s population and lifestyles (ages,

education, income, etc.) that are appropriate and consistent with their community

character. This shall include a combination of single- and multi-family, owner

occupied and rental units within each community, and mixed-use (i.e., integrated

housing with commercial or office uses) development in key activity centers.

17. The Valley is committed to providing affordable work force housing to meet the

needs of individuals employed in the Santa Clarita Valley.

18. Multi-family housing developments shall contain adequate recreational and open

space amenities on-site and be designed to ensure a high quality living

environment. Their architectural treatment and building massing shall

complement the characteristics of surrounding single-family residential

neighborhoods.

19. Neighborhood scale development shall be encouraged by promoting mixed

density of housing units consistent with community character objectives and

limiting the number and acreage of multi-family units that can be developed in any

single location.

20. Housing developments located in the more urbanized communities of the Valley

shall be designed to create a sense of neighborhood by

a. promoting walkability and containing places that serve as centers of activity

and identity (schools, multi-purpose facilities, parks, convenience services,

neighborhood commercial centers, etc.);

b. containing a mix of housing types, densities, and parcel sizes, avoiding large

areas and an over-concentration of homogeneous density units;

c. minimizing the dependence on, prominence, and area dedicated to the

automobile;

d. featuring architectural design treatments along all frontages of new housing to

promote continuity of architectural scale and rhythm and avoid “blank walls;”

and
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e. including pedestrian linkages, landscaped parkways and green corridors, and

separated trails (pedestrian, bicycle or equestrian) where appropriate and

feasible.”

There is no need for a separate analysis to determine the possible need for increasing affordable housing

in the Valley. Please also see Response 18 below, which acknowledges that the County’s Housing

Element was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on August 5, 2008 and was certified by the State

Department of Housing and Community Development on November 6, 2008. As a component of the

Countywide General Plan, the Housing Element evaluated the need for affordable housing throughout

the County’s unincorporated areas, including those in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Also, see Responses 4 and 8 above for a further explanation of how the proposed Area Plan may increase

the jobs/housing balance, which in turn reduces vehicle miles traveled by approximately 12 percent. The

increase in average daily trips by 120 percent would indicate a greater number of much shorter trips.

Response 18

The comment requests that the Revised Draft EIR provide an estimate of the percentage of Regional

Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) units that the County plans to meet in the unincorporated areas

within the Santa Clarita Valley as well as a discussion on how the County plans to meet it. It should be

noted that, in the current Housing Element cycle, the Southern California Association of Governments

(SCAG) provided one number of RHNA units for all of the County’s unincorporated areas. SCAG did not

provide one number of RHNA units for the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley, one number of RHNA

units for unincorporated East Los Angeles, and so on. The County has completed a Housing Element for

the current Housing Element cycle, which was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on August 5, 2008

and was certified by the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) on

November 6, 2008. The adopted Housing Element, which is available on the Internet at

http://planning.lacounty.gov/housing, demonstrates that the County intends to meet its entire RHNA

number, not a mere percentage as the comment suggests. The adopted Housing Element evaluated the

need for affordable housing throughout the County’s unincorporated areas, including those in the Santa

Clarita Valley, and suitable sites were identified in the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley.

Section 3.19, Population and Housing of the Revised Draft EIR, page 3.19-4, discusses the RHNA

Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) allocation numbers of which the County is obligated to

plan for. Section 3.19 further states: “state law (Government Code 65915) requires jurisdictions to grant

incentives to promote affordable housing development, provided that a minimum number of affordable

units are constructed and remain affordable for specified periods of time. In addition, state law requires

that jurisdictions provide density bonuses for affordable housing production, up to a maximum of 35

percent over the units allowed by the Area Plan Land Use Map. In exchange for the additional units, the
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housing developer ensures that a certain percentage of the units will be priced at affordable levels and

will remain affordable over the period required by the law. Los Angeles County complies with state

requirements and provides additional incentives to promote affordable housing construction including

fee waivers, reduced setbacks, increased height limits, and additional density increases.” Existing County

Zoning Ordinance provisions, such as Part 17 of Section 22.52 (Density Bonuses and Affordable Housing

Incentives) and Part 18 of Section 22.56 (Housing Permits), apply throughout the County’s

unincorporated areas.

Given that HCD is the state’s determining body as to the adequacy of all housing policies within a

Housing Element, and that CEQA documentation for the County’s Housing Element was completed

prior to its adoption, further response is neither necessary nor required.

Response 19

The comment states that the commenter appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Revised Draft

EIR.

The comment is noted. No further response is required because the comment does not raise an

environmental issue nor does it address or question the content of the Revised Draft EIR.
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March 9, 2011

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
Attn: Regional Planning Commission

Hall of Records 13th Floor
320 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA. 90012

Re: 2nd Letter Proposed Santa Clarita Valley One Valley One Vision Proposed Land Use
Designation Affecting Vesting Tentative Map 52796

Mr. Chairman and other members of the Regional Planning Commission,

On December 23, 2010 we submitted for your consideration a request to modify the
land use currently shown within the proposed One Valley One Vision for the property known as
VTTM 52796 -020-
019 thru 024 and 2926-020-030 thru 033.

In our request we described how for the past decade SRC West has been master
planning the various private land holdings in the Stevenson Ranch and Pico Canyon areas, of
which VTTM 52796 is an integral part of this master planning. All infrastructures to serve
52796 are stubbed to the property. VTTM 52796 provides regional benefit by completing major
arterial highway improvements as shown on the circulation element of the General Plan and
major storm drain improvements which help protect existing downstream neighborhoods.

Given that this property is in essence an infill property that completes a larger overall
vision for the Stevenson Ranch and Pico Canyon areas we are perplexed as to why this
property is being subjected to a ninety six (96) percent reduction in allowable density from that
of the current General Plan. The adjacent Southern Oaks Community represents a density one
hundred (100) times greater than that proposed under OVOV for VTTM 52796 and both
properties were originally master planned at the same time.

In discussion with Mr. Mitch Glaser at the Department of Regional Planning, we were
told that staff considered a number of factors when proposing all of the various land uses

1

Letter No. E12
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within OVOV. Part of the thought process in the Steven Ranch and Pico Canyon areas is that
some distance south and west of these areas is the Santa Clarita Woodland Park and some
distance west is Mentryville. Topography always plays some role and, in addition, staff is
recommending an expansion of the existing significant ecological area (SEA) which is south
and east of VTTM 52796.

For these reasons VTTM 52796 was given a proposed land use designation of RL5 on
a small portion of the northwest corner of the property and RL20 on the major balance of the
property. This results in a reduction in maximum allowable density of 269 dwelling units to 11
dwelling units. Other properties adjacent to the Santa Clarita Woodlands Park and
encumbered with the proposed SEA expansion have been given H2 and H5 land use
designations.

Topographically VTTM 52796 is similar to the rest of the existing developed areas in the
Stevenson Ranch and Pico Canyon Areas. The vesting tentative tract map which is actively
being processed not only protects the hillsides and ridgelines; it also protects the valley floor
by locating homes onto the mid level areas of the property.

The only portion of VTTM 52796 which borders with the Santa Clarita Woodlands Park
is along the projects westerly border. In this area VTTM 52796 its neighbor by providing an
additional quarter mile wide buffer or proposed open space. The proposed developed areas of
VTTM 52796 are naturally separate from the Santa Clarita Woodlands Park by being on the
other side of the ridgeline from the park and then significantly setting back from that ridgeline.

Under the current General Plan the Lyon Canyon SEA is east by southeast of VTTM
52796. The nearest portion of the Lyon Canyon SEA is approximately two thirds of a mile away
and separated by a ridgeline. These two areas are in completely different watershed areas
with the existing SEA draining to the Lyons Canyon watershed area and VTTM 52796 draining
to the already developed Pico Canyon watershed area.

Under OVOV the proposed SEA designation is being significantly increased in size and
is now extending over watershed boundaries and ridgelines that were previously respected as
natural barriers and borders. We realize that staff does not have the budget or resources to
definitively study every individual property ownership within the OVO boundary relative to
biological and ecological constraints. To that end we realize that there is are degrees of
subjectivity and guess work that staff uses to propose new areas.

From our perspective good information helps facilitate good decision making. A wealth
of site specific professional evaluation and analysis regarding VTTM 52796 has been acquired

studies and analyses encompass an extensive range of topics such as:
Biological Inventory
Wetlands Delineation Report
Oak Tree Report
Paleontological Resources Assessment Report
Cultural Resources

1
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Additional analysis and investigation has been performed for such topics as
geotechnical, drainage and traffic. These topics are outside of the purview of SEA significance,
but do have a direct bearing on showing that VTTM 52796 is in essence an infill property. We
are surprised that this available data appears to have not had the relevance it deserved when
staff recommended the new SEA boundaries. If it had been then staff most likely would have
understood both the development proposal for VTTM 52796 and its environmental justification
based on the level of resource analysis already provided.

Attached to this letter we have compiled copies of the reports that we believe will
support our belief that the areas of VTTM 52796 proposed for development are justified in not
being included in the proposed SEA boundary expansion. This is an important point to us
because the two major concerns that staff had (proximity to existing open space and part of
the SEA proposed expansion) do not apply to VTTM 52796. These two concerns affected

density allowable of RL20. It appears to us that given the level of study that is available
through the active entitlement request for VTTM 52796 a proposed OVOV land use of at least
H2 in our northeast one hundred and ten acres and RL5 for the balance of the property is
justified.

Sincerely,
SRC West, Inc.

Ron Druschen
President

w/ Encl.

Email Cc: Mr. Richard Bruckner LA County Dept. of Regional Planning
Mr. Mitch Glaser LA County Dept. of Regional Planning
Mr. Nick Eftekhari Oakridge Homes

1
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Letter No. E12 Letter from SRC West, March 9, 2011

Response 1

The commenter refers to an earlier letter, submitted on December 23, 2010, that requested a modification

to the proposed land use designation for Vesting Tentative Tract Map 52796 (VTTM 52796). The

commenter describes how SRC West has been master planning the various private land holdings in the

Stevenson Ranch and Pico Canyon areas and states that VTTM 52796 has been an integral part of this

master planning. The commenter states that, given that this property is in essence an infill property, the

commenter is perplexed as to why this property is being subjected to a 96 percent reduction in allowable

density from that of the current plan. The commenter provides reports to justify his request for VTTM

52796 to be designated as H2 (Residential 2) in the northeast 110 acres and as Rural Land 5 (RL5) for the

balance of the property. The commenter cites other factors in support of his request and also requests that

a proposed Significant Ecological Area (SEA) designation be removed from a portion of the property.

The comment raises issues pertaining to the proposed Area Plan’s land use designation of VTTM 52796

and the proposed SEA designation of a portion of VTTM 52796 that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding master planning, infill, and other factors in

support of his request only express the opinion of the commenter. The comment will be included as part

of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area

Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is

required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. It should be noted that the proposed Area Plan’s

Introduction includes the following language: “Completed applications filed prior to the effective date of

this Area Plan shall be allowed to be reviewed for consistency with the previously adopted Area Plan.

Projects may be maintained as originally approved provided the approval is still valid and has not

expired. Any subsequent change(s) of use or intensity shall be subject to the policies of this Area Plan.”

Therefore, if VTTM 52796 is a completed application filed prior to the effective date of the proposed Area

Plan, it shall be allowed to be reviewed for consistency with the current Area Plan, not the proposed Area

Plan. Furthermore, if VTTM 52796 is approved, the project may be maintained as originally approved,

provided that such approval is still valid and has not expired. VTTM 52796, if approved, would be

subject to the policies of the proposed Area Plan only if changes of use or intensity are proposed after

approval, provided that the Board of Supervisors adopts the aforementioned language in the proposed

Area Plan’s Introduction and provided that VTTM 52796 is a completed application filed prior to the

effective date of the proposed Area Plan.
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Letter No. E13 Letter from Archdiocese of Los Angeles, March 17, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses his opposition to the proposed removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation of Sloan Canyon Road from Hillcrest Parkway to Quail Valley Road. The commenter states

that Sloan Canyon Road has been on the L.A. County maps as a Secondary Highway for decades, that it

is the north-south circulation connection for the western portion of the Castaic community, and that it

was meant to provide area wide circulation for emergency access and convenience.

The commenter raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding area wide circulation and emergency access

only express the opinions of the commenter. The comments will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comments do not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. If the Limited Secondary Highway designation of

Sloan Canyon Road north of Hillcrest Parkway were to be removed, Sloan Canyon Road north of

Hillcrest Parkway would be considered a local street. The proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element

describes local streets as follows: “streets designed for full access and limited mobility, and may include

residential streets, private streets, service roads, and public alleys. For the purposes of circulation

planning at the General Plan level, local streets are not included on the adopted Highway Plan.” The

Castaic Area Community Standards District (CSD), adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November

30, 2004, includes standards for local streets (see Section 22.44.137.D.2 of the County Zoning Ordinance).

These standards apply to “residential land divisions where at least 75 percent of the lots exceed a net area

of 15,000 square feet…as approved by the county department of public works and the county fire

department” (emphasis added). These standards specify that “(c)urbs, gutters, and sidewalks are

prohibited unless otherwise deemed necessary for public safety purposes” (emphasis added) and that

“(i)nverted shoulder cross-sections shall be required unless an alternate design is deemed necessary for

public safety” (emphasis added). Accordingly, the CSD standards for local streets provide for

consideration of public safety concerns, such as emergency access and safe pedestrian access, and also

provide for review and approval by the County’s Department of Public Works and the County’s Fire

Department.
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Letter No. E14 Letter from Debbie Finlay, March 22, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses her opposition to the proposed removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation of Sloan Canyon Road from Hillcrest Parkway to Quail Valley Road. The commenter states

that Sloan Canyon Road has been on the L.A. County maps as a Secondary Highway for decades, that it

is the north-south circulation connection for the western portion of the Castaic community, and that it

was meant to provide area wide circulation for emergency access and convenience.

The commenter raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding area wide circulation and emergency access

only express the opinions of the commenter. The comments will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comments do not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. If the Limited Secondary Highway designation of

Sloan Canyon Road north of Hillcrest Parkway were to be removed, Sloan Canyon Road north of

Hillcrest Parkway would be considered a local street. The proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element

describes local streets as follows: “streets designed for full access and limited mobility, and may include

residential streets, private streets, service roads, and public alleys. For the purposes of circulation

planning at the General Plan level, local streets are not included on the adopted Highway Plan.” The

Castaic Area Community Standards District (CSD), adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November

30, 2004, includes standards for local streets (see Section 22.44.137.D.2 of the County Zoning Ordinance).

These standards apply to “residential land divisions where at least 75 percent of the lots exceed a net area

of 15,000 square feet…as approved by the county department of public works and the county fire

department” (emphasis added). These standards specify that “(c)urbs, gutters, and sidewalks are

prohibited unless otherwise deemed necessary for public safety purposes” (emphasis added) and that

“(i)nverted shoulder cross-sections shall be required unless an alternate design is deemed necessary for

public safety” (emphasis added). Accordingly, the CSD standards for local streets provide for

consideration of public safety concerns, such as emergency access and safe pedestrian access, and also

provide for review and approval by the County’s Department of Public Works and the County’s Fire

Department.
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Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E15 Letter from Lance Miller, March 22, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses his opposition to the proposed removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation of Sloan Canyon Road from Hillcrest Parkway to Quail Valley Road. The commenter states

that Sloan Canyon Road has been on the L.A. County maps as a Secondary Highway for decades, that it

is the north-south circulation connection for the western portion of the Castaic community, and that it

was meant to provide area wide circulation for emergency access and convenience.

The commenter raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding area wide circulation and emergency access

only express the opinions of the commenter. The comments will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comments do not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. If the Limited Secondary Highway designation of

Sloan Canyon Road north of Hillcrest Parkway were to be removed, Sloan Canyon Road north of

Hillcrest Parkway would be considered a local street. The proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element

describes local streets as follows: “streets designed for full access and limited mobility, and may include

residential streets, private streets, service roads, and public alleys. For the purposes of circulation

planning at the General Plan level, local streets are not included on the adopted Highway Plan.” The

Castaic Area Community Standards District (CSD), adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November

30, 2004, includes standards for local streets (see Section 22.44.137.D.2 of the County Zoning Ordinance).

These standards apply to “residential land divisions where at least 75 percent of the lots exceed a net area

of 15,000 square feet…as approved by the county department of public works and the county fire

department” (emphasis added). These standards specify that “(c)urbs, gutters, and sidewalks are

prohibited unless otherwise deemed necessary for public safety purposes” (emphasis added) and that

“(i)nverted shoulder cross-sections shall be required unless an alternate design is deemed necessary for

public safety” (emphasis added). Accordingly, the CSD standards for local streets provide for

consideration of public safety concerns, such as emergency access and safe pedestrian access, and also

provide for review and approval by the County’s Department of Public Works and the County’s Fire

Department.
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2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E16 Letter from Indian Ridge, LLC, March 25, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that Indian Ridge, LLC (Indian Ridge) owns three properties on the east and west

sides of Sierra Highway that are currently used for industrial purposes and are designated and zoned for

industrial use under the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes. The commenter states

that a 20 acre parcel is contiguous to the east of the Indian Ridge properties and that the aforementioned

parcel is designated as Rural Land 20 (RL20) and zoned Heavy Agricultural, 2-acre minimum lot size

(A-2-2) under the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes. The commenter states that the

Indian Ridge properties and the aforementioned contiguous parcel are separated from the Elsmere

Canyon Open Space (Open Space) by a high ridge and that they have no negative impact on the Open

Space. The commenter states that he strongly supports changing the proposed land use and zoning

designations of the aforementioned contiguous parcel to the same land use and zoning designations as

the Indian Ridge properties. The commenter cites several factors in support of the change, such as

complementary development, provision for water and sewer, access to Sierra Highway, and a lack of

special ecological features.

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes that do

not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment, as well as economic, social or political

issues that do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding

complementary development, provision for water and sewer, access to Sierra Highway, and a lack of

special ecological features only express the opinion of the commenter. The comment will be included as

part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed

Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is

required.
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2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E17 Letter from Elsmere Canyon, LLC, March 31, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that Elsmere Canyon, LLC (Elsmere), made a sale/donation of 820 acres to the

County of Los Angeles (County) and the City of Santa Clarita (City). The commenter states that Elsmere

retained 40 acres, that 20 of those acres are located within unincorporated County territory, and that

during negotiations with the County and City, Elsmere indicated its desire to develop industrial uses on

the 20 acres within unincorporated County territory. The commenter states the County and City

expressed concern that development might impact a major ridgeline, so they requested that Elsmere flag

the boundaries, which then proved to be at an elevation 150 to 200 feet below the ridgeline, and the

County and City expressed no other concerns. The commenter states that following the transaction

closing, Elsmere sent a letter to County planning staff requesting that Elsmere’s 20 acres be designated

and zoned for industrial use under the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes. The

commenter indicates that County planning staff raised objections and then proceeds to respond to those

objections.

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes that do

not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment, as well as economic, social, or political

issues that do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comments only express

the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment

does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E18 Letter from C. A. Rasmussen Company LLC, April 6, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that he is the owner of a property located at 22200 Sierra Highway that is currently

used for industrial purposes and is designated and zoned for industrial use under the proposed Area

Plan and its accompanying zone changes. The commenter states that a 20-acre parcel is contiguous to the

east of his property that the aforementioned parcel is designated as a Significant Ecological Area (SEA) in

the proposed Area Plan. The commenter states that his property and the aforementioned contiguous

parcel are separated from the Elsmere Canyon Open Space (Open Space) by a high ridge and that his

property is bounded by Sierra Highway and State Route 14. The commenter states that he strongly

supports changing the proposed land use and zoning designations of the aforementioned contiguous

parcel to the same land use and zoning designations as his property. The commenter cites several factors

in support of the change, such as complementary development, provision for water and sewer, access to

Sierra Highway, a ridgeline that separates the parcel from the Open Space, and a lack of special ecological

features.

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes that do

not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment, as well as economic, social, or political

issues that do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding

complementary development, provision for water and sewer, access to Sierra Highway, a ridgeline, and a

lack of special ecological features only express the opinion of the commenter. The comment will be

included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the

proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further

response is required.
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2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E19 Letter from Miklos Wright, April 13, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that he supports the removal of Sloan Canyon Road, north of Hillcrest Parkway,

from the Master Plan of Highways and reclassifying the roadway to a local collector street.

The commenter raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E20 Letter from Roger Chortiuk, April 14, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that his property is zoned M-1 Light Industrial under the proposed Area Plan and

its accompanying zone changes, and that he is requesting a zone change to M-2 Heavy Industrial to allow

such activities as a concrete ready-mix facility. The commenter cites several factors in support of his

request, including buffering between residential areas, proximity to The Old Road and Interstate 5, and

existing mature landscaping.

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan and its accompanying zone changes that do

not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment, as well as economic, social, or political

issues that do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding

buffering between residential areas, proximity to The Old Road and Interstate 5, and existing mature

landscaping only express the opinion of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the

record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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January 2012

Letter No. E21 Letter from William Snow, May 14, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses his opposition to the proposed removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation on Sloan Canyon Road. The commenter states that Sloan Canyon Road has been on the L.A.

County maps as a Secondary Highway for decades, is the connection for the north and south

communities of Castaic, and was meant to provide area wide circulation for emergency access and

convenience.

The commenter raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding area wide circulation and emergency access

only express the opinions of the commenter. The comments will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comments do not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. If the Limited Secondary Highway designation of

Sloan Canyon Road north of Hillcrest Parkway were to be removed, Sloan Canyon Road north of

Hillcrest Parkway would be considered a local street. The proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element

describes local streets as follows: “streets designed for full access and limited mobility, and may include

residential streets, private streets, service roads, and public alleys. For the purposes of circulation

planning at the General Plan level, local streets are not included on the adopted Highway Plan.” The

Castaic Area Community Standards District (CSD), adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November

30, 2004, includes standards for local streets (see Section 22.44.137.D.2 of the County Zoning Ordinance).

These standards apply to “residential land divisions where at least 75 percent of the lots exceed a net area

of 15,000 square feet…as approved by the county department of public works and the county fire

department” (emphasis added). These standards specify that “(c)urbs, gutters, and sidewalks are

prohibited unless otherwise deemed necessary for public safety purposes” (emphasis added) and that

“(i)nverted shoulder cross-sections shall be required unless an alternate design is deemed necessary for

public safety” (emphasis added). Accordingly, the CSD standards for local streets provide for

consideration of public safety concerns, such as emergency access and safe pedestrian access, and also

provide for review and approval by the County’s Department of Public Works and the County’s Fire

Department.
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2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. E22 Letter from Cherie Snow, May 14, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses her opposition to the proposed removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation on Sloan Canyon Road. The commenter states that Sloan Canyon Road has been on the L.A.

County maps as a Secondary Highway for decades, is the connection for the north and south

communities of Castaic, and was meant to provide area wide circulation for emergency access and

convenience.

The commenter raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comments regarding area wide circulation and emergency access

only express the opinions of the commenter. The comments will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comments do not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. If the Limited Secondary Highway designation of

Sloan Canyon Road north of Hillcrest Parkway were to be removed, Sloan Canyon Road north of

Hillcrest Parkway would be considered a local street. The proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element

describes local streets as follows: “streets designed for full access and limited mobility, and may include

residential streets, private streets, service roads, and public alleys. For the purposes of circulation

planning at the General Plan level, local streets are not included on the adopted Highway Plan.” The

Castaic Area Community Standards District (CSD), adopted by the Board of Supervisors on November

30, 2004, includes standards for local streets (see Section 22.44.137.D.2 of the County Zoning Ordinance).

These standards apply to “residential land divisions where at least 75 percent of the lots exceed a net area

of 15,000 square feet…as approved by the county department of public works and the county fire

department” (emphasis added). These standards specify that “(c)urbs, gutters, and sidewalks are

prohibited unless otherwise deemed necessary for public safety purposes” (emphasis added) and that

“(i)nverted shoulder cross-sections shall be required unless an alternate design is deemed necessary for

public safety” (emphasis added). Accordingly, the CSD standards for local streets provide for

consideration of public safety concerns, such as emergency access and safe pedestrian access, and also

provide for review and approval by the County’s Department of Public Works and the County’s Fire

Department.
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Letter No. E23 Letter from Chatten-Brown & Carstens, July 11, 2011

Response 1

Please see responses to Letters D79 and E10.
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Letter No. G1 Maureen Davidheiser, September 21, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses her opposition to the proposed Santa Felicia Significant Ecological Area (SEA)

designation and reiterates comments made in Letter No. D63 and Letter No. D86.

Please see responses to Letter No. D63 and Letter No. D86.
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Letter No. G2 Sierra Club, September 22, 2011

Introduction

This response addresses the letter from the Sierra Club, dated September 22, 2011. Please note that this

letter included a number of attachments, all of which are presented with this response.

Response 1

General Comment

This comment is introductory in nature and does not require a response. Responses to substantive issues

raised in this letter are provided below.

Response 2

Response to Chloride Comments

Comments point out that on May 27, 2011, the Los Angeles RWQCB issued administrative notices of

violation to SCVSD regarding the Valencia and Saugus WRPs. On June 27, 2011, the SCVSD responded to

the RWQCB and recommended to its Board of Directors that staff prepare a Wastewater Facilities Plan

and EIR for facilities to comply with a final effluent chloride limit of 100 mg/L at the point of discharge

and begin design of the facilities. On July 26, 2011, the SCVSD Board of Directors approved the staff

recommendation. The SCVSD estimates that it will complete the Wastewater Facilities Plan and EIR by

December 31, 2012.

As part of the Wastewater Facilities Plan and EIR, SCVSD intends to address an alternative compliance

approach that responds to changed chloride conditions as of 2011, which would fully protect all

designated beneficial uses in the Santa Clara River watershed. The SCVSD believes that changed

conditions will show that it is more environmentally and economically sound to implement an alternative

compliance approach, rather than an advanced treatment approach, in meeting a 100 mg/L final effluent

limit. As part of this effort, the SCVSD also intends to perform the modeling and scientific and technical

studies necessary to demonstrate the adequacy of its alternative compliance approach and to request

reopening of the chloride TMDL at a later time based on the modeling in those studies.

The comment also disputes the position of the Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA) and the Sanitation

Districts that water from the Kern area serves to reduce the chloride concentration in State Water Project

(SWP) water. Chloride levels in the Upper Santa Clara River have improved significantly since 2009, in

part as a result of court-imposed pumping restriction on State Water Project (SWP) operations, coupled

with implementation of groundwater banking and pump back operations along the SWP aqueduct. Peak

SWP chloride concentrations at Castaic Lake during drought conditions have been reduced from

historical values exceeding 100 mg/L to a current range of 80 – 85 mg/L.
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SCVSD has achieved a significant reduction of effluent chloride levels through the water softener renewal

program. As a result of this program and the improved SWP water quality, effluent chloride levels have

dropped approximately 70 mg/L since 2003. Further actions by the SCVSD, including a water softener

ban enforcement program that has been initiated and the commitment to upgrade the Valencia and

Saugus WRPs to ultraviolet disinfection, will further lower effluent chloride levels by 10 mg/L to 15 mg/L.

Further responses to these topics can be found in Topical Response 4: Chloride, which is included in this

document.

Response 3

Response to Comments Regarding Health Concerns Related to Perchlorate

In the letter, the Sierra Club provides information regard the health effects from perchlorate. The

comment also indicates that the public in the Santa Clarita Valley was not alerted to the closure of a

drinking water well due to perchlorate pollution.

The Revised Final EIR contains a thorough update of the detection of perchlorate in the local

groundwater basin, including the recent detection of perchlorate in Valencia Water Company’s Well 201

(see Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update). The topical response summarizes the current status of the

perchlorate cleanup in the groundwater basin.

Response 4

Response to Comments Regarding “New Information” Associated with Perchlorate Discovered in

Well 201

This comment claims that the recent discovery of perchlorate in Well 201 is not disclosed or addressed in

the Revised EIR. This is incorrect as this topic is specifically described in the Revised Final EIR Topical

Response 1: Perchlorate Update. In summary, a total of seven municipal drinking water wells, each

located relatively near the site of the former Whittaker-Bermite munitions facility, have been taken out of

service for varying periods of time since perchlorate was first detected in the groundwater in 1997. The

seven closed wells include six originally impacted wells and the recent closure of Valencia Water

Company Well 201.

Five of the six originally impacted wells have been either returned to service with perchlorate treatment

facilities or replaced by new wells drawing from the non-impacted portion of the groundwater basin. The

five wells collectively restore much of the temporarily lost well capacity. An additional two wells will be

drilled to restore the operational flexibility that existed prior to the detection of perchlorate.
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Specific to Well 201, Valencia Water Company plans to actively seek remediation and restore the

impacted well capacity in the near term. With that said, however, Well 201 remains out of service since

August 2010. Valencia Water Company’s plan is to either replace the closed well with a new replacement

well in a non-perchlorate impacted portion of the groundwater basin, or install wellhead treatment at the

well site in order to treat the water to non-detect levels, which has been successfully accomplished by

Valencia Water Company at another well site (Well Q2). Nonetheless, it is important to emphasize that

Well 201 was taken out of service in August 2010, and has not been returned to municipal supply service

since that time. Before either remediation option takes place, Valencia Water Company has committed to

working with CLWA and the regulatory agencies (e.g., Department of Public Health, or DPH) before

implementation of either remediation option. This includes an ongoing effort by the Valencia Water

Company and CLWA to update the existing groundwater modeling to assist in addressing questions

from the regulatory agencies.1

The Well 201 capacity also is not included in the active groundwater sources listed in the 2010 Urban

Water Management Plan (UWMP),2 and its capacity will not be "counted" in water supply calculations

until it is remediated. The recently adopted 2010 UWMP also finds that there are sufficient water supplies

to meet the Santa Clarita Valley's existing and planned water demand through 2050 — without taking

into account the capacity from the inactivated Well 201.

In response to Sierra Club claims surrounding Valencia Water Company’s detection of perchlorate in

Well 201, the County provided responses based on the OVOV Draft EIR, Section 3.13, Water Service, and

Final EIR Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update.

In summary, in August 2010, perchlorate was detected at Well 201 at levels below the regulatory

standard (i.e., level of 5 ppb was detected and the standard is 6 ppb). The Valencia Water

Company, owner and operator of Well 201, immediately took the well out of service and notified the state

DPH, of the detection. The DPH directed Valencia Water Company to perform quarterly testing at the

inactive well to track perchlorate levels. The Valencia Water Company has voluntarily elected to perform

monthly testing.

By April 2011, the Valencia Water Company had gathered sufficient data to conclude that: (1) the

perchlorate levels at Well 201 were above the adopted maximum contaminant level (MCL) on a regular

basis; and (2) remediation would be required. The Valencia Water Company notified CLWA, the other

water purveyors, the County,3 the City, and others that the well was impacted by perchlorate at levels

1 Pers. Comm. Keith Abercrombie, General Manager, Valencia Water Company, September 30, 2011.

2 For a copy of the 2010 UWMP, please see Appendix F3.13.

3 For a copy of the letter from Valencia Water Company to the County, please see Appendix F3.13.
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over the regulatory standard. The Valencia Water Company also requested that Well 201's supply be

excluded from the 2010 UWMP supply calculations until the well is fully remediated. The Valencia Water

Company took this action to ensure that the 2010 UWMP would adequately address the impacted well.

In summary, CLWA’s "pump and treat" program has been endorsed by DPH, and has been successful in

containing the spread of perchlorate in the basin. The detection of perchlorate in Well 201 is attributable

to the length of time it took to get the "pump and treat" program up and running, not to the effectiveness

of the program.

Before issuing a permit to a water utility for use of an impaired source as part of the utility's overall water

supply permit, DPH requires that studies and engineering work be performed to demonstrate that

pumping the well and treating the water will be protective of public health for users of the water. The

DPH approved the return to service of the previously closed Saugus 1 and Saugus 2 wells, and

specifically approved the Final Interim Remedial Action Plan for the containment and extraction of

perchlorate in January 2006. Therefore, DPH determined that the local water agencies devised a treatment

approach that adequately contains the perchlorate contamination and is protective of public health;

otherwise, DPH would not have authorized and permitted the Saugus 1 and 2 "pump and treat" program.

The DPH endorsement of CLWA's "pump and treat" program is consistent with multiple technical

reports referenced in the EIR and 2010 UWMP that have determined that the pumping rates at the

restored Saugus wells are sufficient to prevent further migration of perchlorate in the Saugus Formation

groundwater.

According to the 2010 UWMP, the primary reason for the recent detection of perchlorate in Well 201 is

the length of time it took between the initial detection of perchlorate in the basin in 1997 and actual

implementation of the "pump and treat" containment program in 2010. As reported in the 2010 UWMP,

Appendix I, the combination of litigation, settlement, permitting, and construction constrained actual

implementation of the containment program until 2010, six years after the impact of the containment

program on perchlorate migration in groundwater was analyzed. That time, combined with the

preceding seven years since perchlorate first impacted water supply wells, resulted in a greater risk of

downgradient migration of perchlorate in the Saugus Formation, and is considered the primary reason

for the recent detection of perchlorate in Well 201.

Responsive to the Sierra Club’s call for additional testing, on August 4, 2011, the DPH sent letters to both

Valencia Water Company and Newhall County Water District requesting that the local water agencies

increase perchlorate monitoring from annually to quarterly at specified wells. The County has confirmed
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that both water agencies will conduct the perchlorate monitoring quarterly as requested by the DPH;

therefore, adequate oversight from the appropriate regulatory agency, DPH, is in place.

As to the Sierra Club’s modeling comments, it should be noted that Well 201 has been taken out of

service, and is not a supply relied upon in the recently adopted 2010 UWMP. As such, Well 201 is not

currently in operation or being pumped; and, therefore, it is not causing perchlorate to “spread” as

claimed. As to requests by DPH for modeling, the modeling would not be needed, unless and until

Valencia Water Company were to place Well 201 back into service as a municipal supply source with

wellhead treatment installed. Under such circumstances, Valencia Water Company would coordinate its

efforts with CLWA and the regulatory agencies in the event additional modeling were needed in the

future.4

Based on the information presented in the Revised Final EIR, Section 3.13, Water Service, and Topical

Response 1: Perchlorate Update, an adequate supply of existing and planned water exists to meet the

needs of Santa Clarita Valley residents now and in the future, despite the loss in capacity due to the

perchlorate-impacted wells.

In summary, two of the originally impacted Saugus wells, Saugus 1 and 2, were placed back in service in

January 2011, restoring approximately 3,544 acre-feet (af) of water supply in a normal year. (2010 UWMP,

Table 3-9.) The contaminated Stadium Well and VWC Well 157 have been replaced and the pumping

capacity lost due to that contamination has been restored with two new replacement wells in non-

impacted portions of the basin.

Based on this information, the conclusions reached in the Revised Final EIR that groundwater from

existing and replacement wells is available to assist in meeting the current and projected water demands

for the Santa Clarita Valley is reasonable and supported by the evidence.

In addition, the Sierra Club’s reliance on the 2004 Court of Appeal decision is not applicable. First, the

County is not responsible for the ongoing efforts to remediate perchlorate in the groundwater basin. This

clean-up effort remains with CLWA, the retail suppliers, and the regulatory agencies providing oversight.

Second, as evidenced in Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update, substantial progress has been made in

responding to the detection of perchlorate, and substantial facilities needed for remediation/treatment are

in place and actively monitored by CLWA, the local retail suppliers, and several regulatory agencies,

which was not necessarily the case in the early 2000 era.

4 Pers. Comm. Keith Abercrombie, General Manager, Valencia Water Company, September 30, 2011.
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Third, there is a timeline for remediation (replacement or wellhead treatment) of Valencia Water

Company’s Well 201. The Valencia Water Company plans to actively seek remediation (replacement or

wellhead treatment) under the Whittaker-Bermite perchlorate litigation settlement agreement and rapidly

restore the impacted well capacity. Given Valencia Water Company’s experience of: (1) bringing its Well

Q2 back into production; (2) actions under the DPH 97-005 Policy Memo; (3) participating in bringing

treatment facilities on line for the Saugus 1 and Saugus 2 wells; and (4) replacing capacity for its Well 157,

Valencia Water Company has determined that it could either install wellhead treatment to bring the well

back into service or replace the capacity with a new well within two years. As explained above, this time

estimate is conservative because of Valencia Water Company's prior success in 2005 in restoring Well Q2

to municipal-supply service within an approximate six-month period. As explained, there also are now

funds in place to remediate Well 201 upon the permitting and installation of wellhead treatment or

replacement of Well 201's capacity with a new replacement well.

Fourth, from a regional perspective, CLWA and the local retail suppliers have evaluated the perchlorate

impact upon the groundwater basin, and continue to monitor perchlorate in the basin, with the assistance

of the regulatory agencies (e.g., DPH, DTSC). For a detailed discussion of that regional effort, please see

the recently adopted 2010 UWMP, Appendix I, which is found in Appendix F3.13. Based on the

information presented in the OVOV Draft EIR and Final EIR, there is no reason to defer or delay

consideration of the OVOV Plan.
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Letter No. G3. California Department of Transportation, September 23, 2011

Response 1

The comment refers to the January 21, 2011 letter submitted by the California Department of

Transportation (Caltrans) commenting on the Draft EIR for the proposed Area Plan, and the related

County responses included in the Final EIR. The comment is an introduction to comments that follow and

no further response can be provided.

Response 2

The comment states that Caltrans, as a commenting/responsible agency under the California

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has jurisdiction superceding that of the Metropolitan Transportation

Authority (MTA, or Metro) in identifying the freeway analysis necessary for the Area Plan update.

County staff acknowledges the comment, which will be made available to the decision makers prior to a

final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 3

The comment states that Caltrans is responsible for obtaining measures that will offset project vehicle trip

generation that worsens Caltrans facilities and hence, it does not adhere to the Congestion Management

Program (CMP) guide of 150/50 or more vehicle trips added before freeway/highway analysis is needed.

The referenced 150/50 or more vehicle trips is the threshold under the CMP for conducting a CMP impact

analysis; that is, if a project would add 150 or more peak hour vehicle trips in either direction to a freeway

monitoring location, or 50 or more peak hour trips to a designated CMP intersection, the CMP requires

that an impact analysis be conducted. (See 2010 Congestion Management Program for Los Angeles County,

Appendix D – Guidelines for CMP Transportation Impact Analysis, D.4 Study Area.) In this case, the EIR

does include an analysis of the proposed Area Plan’s potential impacts on Caltrans’ facilities in the study

area (i.e., Interstate 5 (I-5), State Route 14 (SR-14), and State Route 126 (SR-126), with impacts identified

and mitigation proposed, without consideration of whether the proposed Area Plan would add the

requisite CMP vehicle trips. Furthermore, as shown below, the analysis evaluated multiple freeway

locations, not just the designated CMP monitoring locations required for a CMP analysis, thereby

exceeding what is required for a CMP analysis.

EIR Section 3.2, Transportation and Circulation, pages 3.2-26 through 3.2-62, and the supporting traffic

technical report, One Valley One Vision Valley-Wide Traffic Study, Austin-Foust Associates, Inc., (June 22,

2010) (AFA Technical Report), present an analysis of the potential impacts to the roadways located in the

proposed Area Plan study area, which includes the segment of SR-126 west of I-5 to the County line, the

segments of I-5 located between the SR-14 interchange to the south and the Parker Road interchange to
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the north, and the segments of SR-14 located between the I-5 interchange to the south and the Agua Dulce

Canyon Road interchange to the north.

As to SR-126, the EIR analyzes the potential impacts to roadway segments, including SR-126, at pages 3.2-

28 through 3.2-47. EIR Table 3.2-8, ADT V/C and LOS – Existing Conditions vs. OVOV Buildout

Conditions (With Highway Plan Roadways), and Table 3.2-9, Future Level of Service Summary –

Arterial Roadways, lists the volume, vehicle/capacity (V/C) ratio, and LOS for existing conditions,

conditions based on buildout of the currently adopted Area Plan, and conditions based on buildout of the

proposed Area Plan. The tables show that all of the SR-126 segments would operate at acceptable LOS C

or D under buildout of the proposed Area Plan.

As to freeways, EIR Table 3.2-13, Freeway Level of Service, lists the levels of service (LOS) for the AM

and PM peak hours in the northbound and southbound directions under existing conditions, conditions

based on buildout of the currently adopted Area Plan, and conditions based on buildout of the proposed

Area Plan. As stated in the EIR, the table shows that all of the study area freeway segments would

operate at LOS F under buildout of the currently adopted Area Plan or under buildout of the proposed

Area Plan if the additional freeway lanes to be constructed as part of the I-5 SR-14 to Parker Road project

(I-5 Improvement Project) and North County Combined Highway Corridors Study are not added to the

existing configuration. (EIR pp. 3.2-58 - 59.) As a result, the EIR concludes that “roadway conditions

would only improve with the implementation of roadway improvements. Therefore, impacts would

remain potentially significant without mitigation.” (EIR p. 3.2-62.) As a result, mitigation is proposed that

requires the County to work with Caltrans as it adds additional lanes to the I-5 freeway through the I-5

Improvement Project; and to continue to participate in implementing SR-14 improvements. (See EIR

p. 3.2-79, mitigation measures 3.2.1, and 3.2.2.)

The analysis of Caltrans facilities presented in the EIR is based on the analysis presented in the AFA

Technical Report. Analysis of the I-5 and SR-14 freeways is presented in AFA Technical Report Section

4.4, and Appendix E to the report contains the detailed demand to capacity (D/C) ratio calculations

prepared for the I-5 and SR-14 freeways. Analysis of SR-126 is included in Section 4.2.1, Long-Range

Levels of Service, Arterial Roadway Segments. The CMP analysis is presented separately in Section 4.5.

(A copy of the AFA Technical Report is included in Draft EIR, Appendix 3.2.)

Response 4

The comment states that MTA's CMP, in acknowledging Caltrans' role, stipulates that Caltrans must be

consulted to identify specific locations to be analyzed on the State Highway System.
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As noted in Response 3, the EIR analyzed the project’s potential impacts to each of the three Caltrans

facilities located within the Santa Clarita Valley planning area, namely the I-5, SR-14, and SR-126. The

traffic study derived the study area for the State Highway system based on Caltrans' response to the

project's Notice of Preparation (NOP). Caltrans' input on the proposed Area Plan and the analysis of

transportation related impacts was solicited early in the environmental review process, prior to

preparation of the traffic study as part of the NOP process. In response, Caltrans provided a letter, dated

September 15, 2008, that addressed various aspects of the traffic analysis for the proposed Area Plan. In

the letter, Caltrans noted that the State highway facilities that provide regional access to the Santa Clarita

Valley planning area and, therefore, are likely to be impacted by future development activity are I-5, SR-

14, and SR-126, each of which was subsequently incorporated into the traffic study for analysis. (See NOP

Comment Letter, September 15, 2008, p. 2.)

Response 5

The comment states the County is reminded that although the lead agency is required to comply with the

Los Angeles County CMP standards and thresholds of significance, Caltrans does not consider the CMP

criteria alone to be adequate for the analysis of transportation impacts pursuant to a CEQA review.

County staff acknowledges the comment, which will be made available to the decision makers prior to a

final decision on the proposed Area Plan. The County notes further that the performance criteria utilized

in the traffic impacts analysis is LOS E, which, while consistent with CMP standards, is also consistent

with the recently completed Caltrans Project Report for the I-5 Improvement Project, which showed that

long-range future conditions with the improvements in place would result in conditions no worse than

LOS E within the Santa Clarita Valley planning area. Therefore, LOS E represents a reasonable criteria by

which to evaluate the proposed Area Plan since LOS E is the expected long-range condition LOS

identified by Caltrans for I-5. (The Caltrans Project Report I-5 HOV and Truck Lane Project From SR-14 to

Parker Road in Los Angeles County (EA 07-2332E0, EA 07-2332A0), August 2009, is incorporated by

reference and available for review at the County offices.) Additionally, in response to Caltrans' previous

comments, the County has added a new policy to the proposed Area Plan's Circulation Element under

which the County will collaborate with Caltrans and Metro to revise the CMP impact thresholds. Please

see Response 7, below.

The comment states further that the Caltrans Guide directs preparers of traffic impact analyses to consult

with the local District as early as possible to determine the appropriate requirements and criteria of

significance to be used in the traffic impact analysis. The comment adds that when traffic is added to

already deficient highway conditions (LOS “F”) it is considered a cumulatively significant impact as it

may contribute to the extension of the congestion period.
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As noted in Response 4, the County sought Caltrans’ input regarding the traffic impact analysis through

the CEQA NOP process, which marked the beginning of the analyses undertaken pursuant to CEQA. As

to the comment that when traffic is added to a highway operating at LOS F it is considered a

cumulatively significant impact, the courts interpreting CEQA have rejected the position that any

incremental contribution to an existing cumulatively significant environmental condition, no matter how

small, must always be treated as a significant cumulative impact; the one additional molecule rule is not

the law. Communities for a Better Environment v. California Resources Agency (2002) 103 Cal. App. 4th 98, 120;

Kostka & Zischke, 1 Practice Under the California Environmental Quality Act (2nd ed. 2008; January 2011

Update), section 13.52.

In any event, as shown in EIR Section 3.2, only the segment of I-5 north of SR-14 currently operates at

LOS F (in the southbound direction during the AM peak hour); all other study area segments of I-5 and

SR-14 within the Santa Clarita Valley planning area are shown to currently operate at levels of service

better than LOS F during the peak hour periods. (See EIR Table 3.2-13, p. 3.2-60.) With respect to the I-5

segment currently operating at deficient conditions, as shown on EIR Table 3.2-13, with implementation

of the I-5 Improvement Project that is currently underway, this segment of I-5 would operate at LOS D/E

under “with project” conditions. (See EIR Table 3.2-13, p. 3.2-61.) As to SR-126, each of the study area

segments presently operates at LOS A. (EIR Table 3.2-8, p. 3.2-31.)

Additionally, while the currently adopted Area Plan would result in LOS F conditions at multiple

segments of I-5 and SR-14, in all instances the ADT generated by the proposed Area Plan would be less

than the currently adopted Area Plan and, therefore, by this measure, the proposed Area Plan would not

add vehicle trips to these facilities. (See AFA Technical Report, Table 4-6: Freeway Volume Summary

and Table 4-7: Freeway Level of Service Summary.) The EIR traffic impact analysis showed that the

proposed Area Plan would result in LOS equal to, or better, than conditions without the proposed Area

Plan, and that traffic volumes on the State Highway system generally would be reduced at locations

where deficiencies occur. (See, e.g., EIR Table 3.2-13, and AFA Technical Report, Table 4-6: Freeway

Volume Summary and Table 4-7: Freeway Level of Service Summary.)

Response 6

The comment states that when the Traffic Impact Analysis states that the proposed development would

not exceed Los Angeles County’s CMP criteria of significance for freeways and highways, the CMP traffic

analysis also fails to provide adequate information as to the potential cumulative effect of the added

traffic, referring to section 15065(3) of the CEQA Guidelines. The comment states further that when

analyzing State facilities, the project applicant or consultant should consult with Caltrans as early as

possible to avoid non-compliance of CEQA requirements.
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As discussed in the prior responses, the EIR and supporting AFA Technical Report adequately

demonstrate the cumulative effect of the proposed Area Plan by providing a comparison of existing

conditions to the future cumulative conditions, with and without the proposed Area Plan. In doing so,

the EIR complies with CEQA’s requirements. With respect to the referenced CMP criteria, please see

Response 5, above. As to the referenced CEQA Guidelines section, the section addresses when an EIR

must be prepared, as compared to when only a negative declaration or other CEQA document may be

prepared. Specific to the comment, the section requires that an EIR be prepared when a project has

possible environmental effects that are individually limited but “cumulatively considerable.” The County

prepared an EIR in this instance, so the County has complied with the section. Moreover, the CEQA

Guidelines section does not provide specific thresholds to be applied in determining when an impact is

cumulatively considerable, nor does it provide support for the position that the application of CMP

thresholds in determining cumulative impacts is inadequate under CEQA. (See State CEQA Guidelines

section 15065.)

As to the comment that when analyzing State facilities, the project applicant or consultant should consult

with Caltrans as early as possible to avoid non-compliance of CEQA requirements, the County

acknowledges the comment, which will be made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision

on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 7

The comment states that Caltrans encourages the County to incorporate the above discussion into the

proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element. In response, the County notes the following revisions to

policies under Objective C-1.3 in the proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element that have been made in

response to Caltrans’ prior comments submitted in its letter dated January 21, 2011 (double underline

indicates new text; strikeout indicates deleted text):

Policy C-1.3.2: Participate in updates to the CMP and collaborate with Caltrans and Metro to

revise CMP impact thresholds, ensuring that they are adequate and appropriate.

Policy C-1.3.5: Continue coordination coordinating with Caltrans on circulation and land use

decisions that may affect Interstate 5, State Route 14, and State Route 126, and

support programs to increase capacity and improve operations on these

highways.
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Policy C-1.3.6: Collaborate with Caltrans and Metro to implement the recommendations of the

North County Combined Highways Corridor Study and support efforts by

Metro to update this Study after SCAG adopts a Sustainable Communities

Strategy.

Policy C-1.3.7: Support the Golden State Gateway Coalition in its advocacy efforts to improve

the Interstate 5 corridor, recognizing that the corridor facilitates regional and

international travel that impacts the Santa Clarita Valley.

In addition, the County notes the proposed Area Plan policies include the following Circulation Element

policies to facilitate funding for transportation-related improvements:

Policy C-2.6.1: Require that new development construct or provide its fair share of the cost of

transportation improvements, and that required improvements or in-lieu

contributions are in place to support the development prior to occupancy. (EIR

p. 3.2-56.)

Policy C-2.6.2: Evaluate the feasibility of establishing a joint City/County Intelligent

Transportation Management System (ITMS) impact fee for new development

that is unable to otherwise mitigate its impacts to the roadway system through

implementation of the adopted Highway Plan. (EIR p. 3.2-56.)

Policy C 2.6.3: Support local, regional, state, and federal agencies in identifying and

implementing funding alternatives for the Valley’s transportation system. (EIR

p. 3.2-56.)

As the County noted in its responses to Caltrans’ comments on the Revised Draft EIR, the County met

with Caltrans on March 24, 2011 and expressed a willingness to work with and support Caltrans and

other agencies, such as MTA, South Coast Association of Governments (SCAG), and the Golden State

Gateway Coalition, in their efforts to respond to and mitigate regional traffic impacts. In furtherance of

that effort, and in response to the comments submitted by Caltrans, the County will add the following

mitigation measure to Final EIR, Section 3.2, Transportation and Circulation:

3.2.4 In those instances in which a traffic impact analysis prepared for project-specific

development within the County's Santa Clarita Valley planning area identifies significant

impacts to State highway facilities within the meaning of CEQA, the County shall require

that the applicant work cooperatively with Caltrans to identify and implement feasible

mitigation, if any, consistent with the requirements of CEQA.
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The County appreciates the comments submitted by Caltrans as part of the EIR process for the proposed

Area Plan. The comments will be made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the

proposed Area Plan.
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September 21, 2011

Los Angeles Regional Planning Commission
Mitch Glaser, Planner
L.A.County Dept. of Regional Planning
300 W. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: One Valley One Vision Santa Clarita Area Plan Update for Wednesday Sept. 28th

Honorable Commissioners and Mr. Glaser:

ago, and reformed in 2010. The vision of the CAG is to create a future where all residents and
users of the soil, air and water in the SCV will find a clean, safe, accessible and healthy
environment for living, work, and recreation both now and in the future. One of our stated goals
is to ensure that regulatory agencies responsible for monitoring clean-up activities provide
adequate oversight to ensure that all work is conducted in the safest possible manner, and that
the health, safety and general welfare of the surrounding communities are protected at all times.

The County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional Planning provides oversight for planning
issues including the General Plan Update known as One Valley One Vision. That Plan includes
the Whittaker Bermite Property. It also relies on water from the Saugus Aquifer that has been
polluted by ammonium perchlorate, TCE, PCE and other various organic compounds.
Additionally, a soil extraction clean up operation is now underway that emits pollutants into our
air.

We believe the County has not adequately addressed these issues in its One Valley One Vision
General Plan update, nor in the accompanying EIR. We therefore ask that this Plan not be

Spread of Ammonium Perchlorate Pollution to Well V201

We are especially concerned about the spread of ammonium perchlorate pollution to a new
Saugus well owned by Valencia Water Company and located just off Valencia Blvd. near City
Hall and the Whole Foods market. This information substantially changes water quality
information reported in the EIR and to the public.

We only learned of this well closure on June 9th, 2011, when the Newhall Signal ran a news
story regarding the spread of the pollution plume to Valencia Saugus water well 201. We have
attached the press release.

Interestingly, it noted that this well has been closed since August 2010. However, this
information was not provided in the OVOV Plan or the in EIR. Why was it left out of the Plan?
This seems to have been a deliberate effort to miss-inform the public and the decision-makers.
We strongly p

As the County knows, this is an extremely serious matter since it means that the pollution plume
s moving at a

much faster rate of travel than previously estimated would occur.

The Saugus Aquifer is a main source of ground water and local water supply as reported by the
EIR and the 2011 Urban Water Management Plan, available to County planners and

1

2

3

4

Letter No. G4
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Commissioners. Shutting down this well will have the effect of reducing water supply for the
OVOV build out. This impact must be reviewed and a plan provided to mitigate for any loss to
our water supply or reduction in our drinking water quality.

While Valencia Water Co. states that they will return the well to service in six months, we note
that it took over ten years to return Saugus Wells 1 and 2 to service, Further, if pumping from
this well continues, such pumping would likely also continue to draw the pollution plume in a
westerly direction, spreading the plume into an even greater portion of the Saugus aquifer and
possibly making that ground water source unusable.

This now likely possibility has major implications for water supply in the Santa Clarita Valley.
The CAG therefore believes it is imperative that the County delay approval of the One Valley
One Vision Plan and EIR in its current iteration. We believe the Plan must now be re-written to
address these areas of concern:

1. Water supply from well 201 should be permanently removed as available in the Plan until
new modeling that indicates continued pumping would not spread the plume is completed.
Pump and Treat scenarios are not acceptable if they will merely spread the plume and
pollute more wells.

2.
Agreement, along with Well Q2 should be re-tested on a monthly basis to make sure that
pollution is not occurring there again.

3. All wells in the plume area should be tested for TCE and PCE.
4. All results should be included in the OVOV EIR so that the Commissioners can fully assess

this matter.

Pollution of the Saugus Aquifer is a serious threat to the health and welfare of our community.
Ammonium perchlorate pollution is known to affect the thyroid gland and cause retardation in
small children and fetuses. This is a family community where we pride ourselves on providing a
safe environment for children. The Commission must take this new threat to our water supply
seriously by not approving an extensive buildout scenario that depends on a polluted water
supply at least until more complete information regarding the extent of the problem is obtained.

Soil Clean up by Vapor Extraction Not Included in Air Quality Analysis
A vapor extraction process is now in use for soil clean up on the Whittiker Bermite Property.
This process is supposed to burn off Volatile Organic Compounds in the soil and capture them
in a scrubber system, but not all pollutants are captured. Both the extraction system and
moving the soil will create additional particulate matter pollution and possibly add to other types
of pollution.

The Santa Clarita Valley is in a non-attainment area for ozone, PM2.5 and PM10 air pollution. In
a rating from marginal to extreme, the SCV was rated severe. Approval of the 2007 Air Quality

-

We do not see the required mitigation measures in the DEIR. Nor is there a discussion of the
milestones that must be reached in order to comply with the 2007 Air Quality Plan. The
attainment date for the PM2.5 plan, due in 2008, is still being processed with the US EPA.

Adverse health effects for particulate pollution as described by the EPA website are as follows:
(a) Exacerbation of symptoms in sensitive patients with respiratory or

cardiovascular disease; (b) Declines in pulmonary function growth in children; and (c)

PM2.5 Same as above.

4

5

6

7

2.0-2796



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

Without compliance, our children will continue to suffer the high rates of asthma now
experienced in our valley

the Whittiker Bermite Property

ll never be built or not
built in the timeframe indicated in the Plan and environmental documents. Failing to
build these roads makes not only the circulation plan fail, but it also then changes the air
quality and global warming analysis, making these analyses incorrect.

required DS 12 as a condition of approval for any development on the Whittiker Bermite
property, no development is allowed on the property until the site is cleaned of its
extensive contamination.

A lack of insurance funding may also slow or derail the completion of the clean up.

Completion of the clean up is not the only impediment to building these roads. Without
development of that property, now in bankruptcy, the City would not be financially able
on its own to construct the expensive fly over roadways envisioned to serve the higher
elevation of this project site.

The City is well aware of the need for these roads as they clearly state in their brochure
provided at the Whittiker Bermite Open House (attached as exhibit 3):

Parkway, Via Princess Road, and Santa Clarita Parkway) which must be
completed in order to ensure that the City General Plan Circulation Element does

Under the current circumstances, it seems unlikely that these roads will be built any
time soon and may never be built at all. We therefore request that an alternative
Circulation Element be provid

Sincerely,

Glo Donnelly
Chairman
Whittaker Bermite CAG

Attachments:
1. CLWA- Whittaker Bermite Settlement Agreement
2. Press release regarding closure of well 201, June 9th, 2011
3. Settlement Agreement between PERC and the City of Santa Clarita, May 21st 2002
4. Whittaker Bermite City Open House Brochure, Feb 23rd, 2011

7
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Letter No. G4 Glo Donnelly, September 21, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that the Whittaker Bermite Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) was originally formed

over a decade ago and was reformed in 2010. The commenter elaborates on the vision and goals of the

CAG. The commenter then states that the Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning provides

oversight for the proposed Area Plan, which includes the Whittaker Bermite property.

The comment provides factual background information only and does not raise an environmental issue

within the meaning of CEQA. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment

does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 2

The commenter states that the proposed Area Plan relies on water from the Saugus Aquifer that has been

polluted by ammonium perchlorate, TCE, PCE and other various organic compounds. The commenter

states that, additionally, a soil extraction cleanup operation at the Whittaker Bermite property is now

underway that emits pollutants into the air.

Please see Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update, Topical Response 4: Chloride, and Response 5

below.

Response 3

The commenter states that the proposed Area Plan and the EIR have not adequately addressed

ammonium perchlorate, TCE, PCE and other various organic compounds in the Saugus Aquifer. The

commenter requests that the Regional Planning Commission not approve the proposed Area Plan or

certify the EIR.

Please see Response 2 above.

Response 4

The commenter states that the CAG is especially concerned about the spread of ammonium perchlorate

pollution to a new Saugus well owned by Valencia Water Company and located just off Valencia

Boulevard near Santa Clarita City Hall and a Whole Foods Market. The commenter states that the spread

of this pollution has major implications for water supply in the Santa Clarita Valley and that the

proposed Area Plan should be re-written to address four areas of concern related to the spread of this

pollution.

Please see Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update and Topical Response 4: Chloride.
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Response 5

The commenter states that a vapor extraction process is now in use for the Whittaker Bermite property,

that this process does not capture all pollutants, and that this process was not included in the air quality

analysis in the EIR. The commenter states that the extraction system and moving the soil will create

additional particulate matter pollution and possibly add to other types of pollution and that this

[RESPONSE CUT OFF AND INCOMPLETE]

The analysis presented in Section 3.3, Air Quality, of the EIR is adequate for a programmatic document

that does not address project specific issues. Section 1.0, Introduction, of the Revised Draft EIR discusses

the level of detail for a Program EIR as follows:

“This EIR can be classified as a “program EIR.” A program EIR may be prepared on a

series of actions that can be characterized as one large project and are related either

geographically; as logical parts in the chain of contemplated actions; in connection with

issuance of rules, regulations, plans, or other general criteria to govern the conduct of a

continuing program; or as individual activities carried out under the same authorizing

statutory or regulatory authority and having generally similar environmental effects

which can be mitigated in similar ways. The program EIR enables an agency to examine

the overall effects of the proposed course of action and to take steps to avoid unnecessary

adverse environmental effects. According to Section 15168 of the State CEQA Guidelines,

the program EIR will be most helpful in dealing with subsequent activities if it deals with

the effects of the program as specifically and comprehensively as possible. With a good

and detailed analysis of the program, many subsequent activities could be found to be

within the scope of the project described in the program EIR, and no further

environmental documents would be required.

This program EIR evaluates the broad-scale impacts of the County’s proposed Area Plan.

The Area Plan will be a component of the County’s General Plan. The Area Plan EIR,

addressing the potential impacts of the County’s goals, objectives, and policies for the

unincorporated portions of the Valley can be thought of as a “first tier” document. It

evaluates the large-scale impacts on the environment that can be expected to result from

the adoption of the Area Plan, but does not necessarily address the site-specific impacts

that each of the individual development projects that will follow and be implemented the

Area Plan may have. CEQA requires each of those subsequent development projects to

be evaluated for their particular site-specific impacts. These site-specific analyses are

typically encompassed in second-tier documents, such as project EIRs, focused EIRs, and

mitigated negative declarations on individual development projects subject to the Area

Plan, which typically evaluate the impacts of a single activity undertaken to implement

the overall plan. The program EIR can be incorporated by reference into subsequent

documents to focus on new or site-specific impacts.”

(Revised Draft EIR page 1.0-7)
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Furthermore, environmental analysis for the Whitaker Bermite site cleanup was conducted and approved

by responsible agencies several years ago. All environmental impacts associated with cleanup activities

would have been addressed in said environmental analysis.

Response 6

The commenter states that the Santa Clarita Valley is in a non-attainment zone for ozone, PM2.5, and

PM10 air pollution. The commenter states that the 2007 Air Quality Management Plan allowed local

entities to request a “bump up” to the extreme classification for ozone only and that this category change

allowed an extension of time to comply but required the institution of certain mitigation measures and

the attainment of “milestones.” The commenter states that the EIR does not include the aforementioned

mitigation measures or a discussion of the aforementioned milestones.

Please see Letter No. D89, Response 4; Letter No. E1, Responses 49, 50, and 51; and Letter No. E11,

Response 4.

Response 7

The commenter quotes the EPA website, setting forth the adverse health effects for particulate pollution

as described by the EPA website.

The comment does not raise an issue with the EIR. Accordingly, no further response is required. The

comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final

decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 8

The commenter states that it appears that the traffic model has included “paper roads” to serve the

Whittaker Bermite property that will never be built or not built in the timeframe indicated in the

proposed Area Plan and EIR. The commenter states that failing to build these roads would make the

circulation plan fail and would make the air quality and global climate change analyzes in the EIR

incorrect.

Please see Letter No. E5, Response 2; and Letter No. E6, Response 3.

Response 9

The commenter states that no development is allowed on the Whittaker Bermite property until the site is

cleaned of its extensive contamination. The commenter states that, without completion of the cleanup and

subsequent development of the Whittaker Bermite property, the City of Santa Clarita could not afford to

construct roads to serve the Whittaker Bermite property on its own.
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The comment does not raise an issue with the EIR. Accordingly, no further response is required. The

comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final

decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 10

The commenter states that the City of Santa Clarita is aware of the need for roads to serve the Whittaker

Bermite property. The commenter states that, under current circumstances, it seems unlikely that these

roads will be built any time soon and may never be built at all. The commenter requests an alternative

Circulation Element be provided that does not include these roads.

Please see Response 8, above.

2.0-2962



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

1

Letter No. G5

2.0-2963



2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. G5 Castaic Area Town Council, September 27, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that the Castaic Area Town Council (Town Council) received a presentation from

Citizens for Castaic regarding Sloan Canyon Road on September 21, 2011. The commenter states that

following this presentation, the Town Council voted (5-4) in favor of sending a letter to the Los Angeles

County Department of Regional Planning requesting that the section of Sloan Canyon Road between

Hillcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road remain as a Limited Secondary Highway. The commenter

states that the primary consideration of this request was to provide a means of secondary access to the

proposed high school site.

The comment raises political issues that do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment.

The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a

final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an

environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G6 Chatten-Brown and Carstens, September 27, 2011

Response 1

The commenter provides an introduction to the comments that follow. No further response is required.

Response 2

The commenter states that the EIR, in proposing to remove the Limited Secondary Highway designation

from the middle portion of Sloan Canyon Road, failed to take into consideration that the William S. Hart

Union High School District is moving forward with the development of the Castaic High School in

Romero Canyon.

Please see Letter No. D79, Response 5.

The commenter further states that the Castaic High School project would serve as a catalyst for additional

development that would utilize Sloan Canyon Road.

The comment speculates as to the growth-inducing impacts of the proposed Castaic High School project

and the comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed

Area Plan. An analysis of the growth-inducing impacts of the proposed Area Plan is presented in EIR

Section 9.0, Growth Inducing Impacts. The comment does not raise any specific issue regarding the

analysis in EIR Section 9.0, Growth Inducing Impacts, so a specific response cannot be provided nor is

required. The comment will be included as part of the record and will be made available to the decision

makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 3

The commenter states that maintaining the Limited Secondary Highway designation would provide safer

and more convenient access to the proposed Castaic High School, new residential development, and

other local traffic.

Please see Letter No. D79, Response 4 and Response 6; and Letter No. E10, Response 2.

The commenter further states that development of Sloan Canyon Road would be limited to 28 feet under

the Castaic Area Community Standards District.

Please see Letter No. D79, Response 7.
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Response 4

The commenter states that she has attached a report prepared by traffic expert Tom Brohard responding

to statements made in the Final EIR regarding the removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation from the middle section of Sloan Canyon Road.

Please see Responses 10 to 34, below.

Response 5

The commenter states that Mr. Brohard found that the proposed Castaic High School project would

generate 7,400 vehicle trips per day and that at least 2,700 of those vehicle trips would access the

proposed Castaic High School via Sloan Canyon Road between Hillcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon

Road. The commenter states that the maximum capacity of a local street is 2,000 vehicles per day and if

Sloan Canyon Road is downgraded to a local street, it would be inadequate to provide access to the

proposed High School or to the residential development that will likely be spurred by the proposed High

School.

Please see Response 2 above. In addition, on October 6, 2011, the William S. Hart Union High School

District released a Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the proposed Castaic High School project. The

Revised NOP identified two options for public access to the proposed Castaic High School, and only one

option provides for public access from the south via Sloan Canyon Road beginning at Hillcrest Parkway.

The Revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated in the EIR for the proposed Castaic High

School project, and at the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the

proposed Castaic High School project had not been released. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as

to how many vehicle trips, if any, would access the proposed Castaic High School from the south via

Sloan Canyon Road.

Response 6

The commenter states that a 28-foot-wide local street would be unsafe as an access route for the proposed

Castaic High School because the width limitations would eliminate the ability to provide bike lanes for

students. The commenter states that maintaining the Limited Secondary Highway designation would

ensure that there is adequate space for turn lanes for high school students and residents with horse

trailers. The commenter states that if Sloan Canyon Road were downgraded to a local street, the

inadequate width and inability to add a turn lane will increase localized pollution hot spots and will

contribute to greenhouse gas emissions.

Please see Response 5, above, and Letter No. D79, Responses 4, 6, and 7.
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Response 7

The commenter states that the Final EIR cites State CEQA Guidelines Section 15125(a) to support the claim

that the County need not consider traffic generated by the proposed Castaic High School when proposing

to remove the Limited Secondary Highway designation for Sloan Canyon Road. The commenter states

that CEQA Guidelines Section 15125(a) deals with the baseline environment that the County has the

discretion to select a differing baseline if it would provide a more accurate assessment of the impacts of

removing the Limited Secondary Highway designation. The commenter states that the proposed Castaic

High School should be considered as a reasonably foreseeable and cumulatively considerable project and

that the County should not ignore the high likelihood that the proposed Castaic High School will use

Sloan Canyon Road for access.

Please see Response 2 and Response 5 above. The County believes that an appropriate baseline

environment was selected in light of the fact that comments related to the proposed Castaic High School

project remain speculative, including comments related to use of Sloan Canyon Road for public access,

and in light of the fact that the EIR for the proposed Area Plan is a programmatic document that does not

address project specific issues. Revised Draft EIR Section 1.0, Introduction, discusses the level of detail

necessary for a Program EIR as follows:

“This EIR can be classified as a “program EIR.” A program EIR may be prepared on a

series of actions that can be characterized as one large project and are related either

geographically; as logical parts in the chain of contemplated actions; in connection with

issuance of rules, regulations, plans, or other general criteria to govern the conduct of a

continuing program; or as individual activities carried out under the same authorizing

statutory or regulatory authority and having generally similar environmental effects

which can be mitigated in similar ways. The program EIR enables an agency to examine

the overall effects of the proposed course of action and to take steps to avoid unnecessary

adverse environmental effects. According to Section 15168 of the State CEQA Guidelines,

the program EIR will be most helpful in dealing with subsequent activities if it deals with

the effects of the program as specifically and comprehensively as possible. With a good

and detailed analysis of the program, many subsequent activities could be found to be

within the scope of the project described in the program EIR, and no further

environmental documents would be required.

This program EIR evaluates the broad-scale impacts of the County’s proposed Area Plan.

The Area Plan will be a component of the County’s General Plan. The Area Plan EIR,

addressing the potential impacts of the County’s goals, objectives, and policies for the

unincorporated portions of the Valley can be thought of as a “first tier” document. It

evaluates the large-scale impacts on the environment that can be expected to result from

the adoption of the Area Plan, but does not necessarily address the site-specific impacts

that each of the individual development projects that will follow and be implemented the

Area Plan may have. CEQA requires each of those subsequent development projects to

be evaluated for their particular site-specific impacts. These site-specific analyses are
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typically encompassed in second-tier documents, such as project EIRs, focused EIRs, and

mitigated negative declarations on individual development projects subject to the Area

Plan, which typically evaluate the impacts of a single activity undertaken to implement

the overall plan. The program EIR can be incorporated by reference into subsequent

documents to focus on new or site-specific impacts.”

(Revised Draft EIR page 1.0-7)

Response 8

The commenter states that the community overwhelmingly supports maintaining the Limited Secondary

Highway designation on all of Sloan Canyon Road, as demonstrated by the commenter’s July 11, 2011

letter. The commenter states that the Castaic Area Town Council voted on September 21, 2011 to support

a request to the County that the Limited Secondary Highway designation be maintained and that the

William S. Hart Union High School District and the developer for the proposed Castaic High School

project have also expressed their support for maintaining the Limited Secondary Highway designation on

all of Sloan Canyon Road.

The comment raises political issues that do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment.

The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a

final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an

environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 9

The commenter summarizes the preceding comments. No further response is required.

Attachment 3 – Letter from Tom Brohard, September 27, 2011

Response 10

The commenter states that he provided comments on the Revised Draft EIR for the proposed Area Plan.

The commenter states that he has reviewed the responses to his comments in the Final EIR for the

proposed Area Plan and that he noted that no changes were made to Revised Draft EIR Section 3.2,

Transportation and Circulation, or to the OVOV Traffic Study in response to his comments.

The comment provides factual background information only and does not raise an environmental issue

within the meaning of CEQA. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment

does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Response 11

The commenter states that several responses in the Final EIR dismissed his comments on the Revised

Draft EIR as expressing “the opinion of the commenter” and “The County does not concur that” The

commenter states that these statements in the Final EIR are largely incorrect because nearly all of the

information presented in his comments was obtained from the Revised Draft EIR and other documents he

reviewed.

The comment does not identify any specific statements in the Final EIR that are incorrect. Therefore, a

specific response cannot be provided nor is required. The comment will be included as part of the record

and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 12

The commenter states that responses in the Final EIR contradict the OVOV Traffic Study capacity of a

local street of 2,000 vehicles per day.

The comment misinterprets the OVOV Traffic Study. The OVOV Traffic Study states the following:

“Traffic carrying capacities of 10,000 vehicles per day are physically possible, but a maximum capacity of

approximately 2,000 vehicles per day is targeted in order to provide an environment consistent with the

adjoining residential uses” (emphasis added). The OVOV Traffic Study does not state that the maximum

capacity of a local street is 2,000 vehicles per day, just that such a capacity is targeted. No further response

is required.

The commenter further states that if the traffic capacity of a local street was actually 9,000 vehicles per

day as claimed in the Final EIR, then there are at least six other Limited Secondary Highways that would

also be degraded to local streets as part of the proposed Highway Plan.

The OVOV Traffic Study and the proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element do not state that the number

of vehicles per day is the sole determinant of a roadway’s classification in the proposed Highway Plan.

No further response is required.

The commenter further states that traffic volume forecasts from the former traffic model that were used to

support the current Highway Plan were not provided or compared as requested in this comments.

The OVOV Traffic Study and this EIR evaluated the buildout of the land uses in the proposed Area Plan

and the City of Santa Clarita’s proposed General Plan, which were both developed through the joint

OVOV planning effort. Any prior traffic analysis would have evaluated the buildout of the land uses in

the currently adopted Area Plan and the City of Santa Clarita’s currently adopted General Plan and
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would therefore be irrelevant to the proposed Area Plan that is evaluated in this EIR. No further response

is required.

Response 13

The commenter states that his comments regarding the proposed Castaic High School were taken directly

from the draft traffic study for the proposed Castaic High School and do not reflect his professional

opinions or include speculation.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Additionally, the revised Notice of Preparation (NOP)

issued for the project on October 6, 2011 identified two options for public access to the proposed Castaic

High School, and only one option provides for public access from the south via Sloan Canyon Road

beginning at Hillcrest Parkway. The revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated in the EIR for

the proposed Castaic High School project. Consequently, there will be revisions to the June 2010 traffic

study prepared for such project, which renders the traffic study referenced by the commenter as

outdated. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the potential impacts of the proposed Castaic

High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic High School will be approved and

constructed. No further response is required.

Response 14

The commenter states that the capacity of a local street is critically important to the deletion of the

Limited Secondary Highway designation and the reversion of Sloan Canyon Road and other roadways to

local streets. The commenter states that in a previous comment he indicated that a capacity of a local

street in 2,500 vehicles per day. The commenter then cites from the OVOV Traffic Study.

The comment restates information in the OVOV Traffic Study and does not raise an environmental issue

within the meaning of CEQA. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment

does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 15

The commenter states that a response in the Final EIR stated that a local street can accommodate up to

9,000 vehicles per day. The commenter states that this response is incorrect and directly contradicts the

OVOV Traffic Study.
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The comment misinterprets the OVOV Traffic Study. The OVOV Traffic Study states the following:

“Traffic carrying capacities of 10,000 vehicles per day are physically possible, but a maximum capacity of

approximately 2,000 vehicles per day is targeted in order to provide an environment consistent with the

adjoining residential uses” (emphasis added). The OVOV Traffic Study does not state that the maximum

capacity of a local street is 2,000 vehicles per day, just that such a capacity is targeted. No further response

is required. See also Response 12 above.

Response 16

The commenter states that the Final EIR must be revised to properly identify the maximum capacity of a

local street as 2,000 vehicles per day, the acceptable amount of traffic as defined in the OVOV Traffic

Study.

See Response 15 above.

Response 17

The commenter states that the definition of an acceptable amount of traffic on a local street depends on

many factors. The commenter states that while two-lane local streets are physically capable of carrying

more than 2,000 vehicles per day, higher traffic volumes cause excessive delays for vehicles backing out

of driveways, do not provide a pleasant pedestrian experience, and would not represent a “livable”

street. The commenter states that from his experience, a local residential street limited to 28 feet in width

should not be required to carry any more than 2,000 vehicles per day.

The comment only expresses the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the

record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 18

The commenter states that the OVOV Traffic Study lists a number of roadways that will be reclassified as

Limited Secondary Highways with the proposed Highway Plan. The commenter then lists the daily

traffic volume forecasts for six roadways, as provided in the OVOV Traffic Study.

The comment restates information in the OVOV Traffic Study and does not raise an environmental issue

within the meaning of CEQA. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment

does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Response 19

The commenter states that the lowest traffic volume forecast for the six roadways listed above is 4,000

vehicles and that it appears that the OVOV Traffic Study daily traffic volumes threshold for a local street

was applied. The commenter states that if the Final EIR capacity of “up to 9,000 vehicles per day”

threshold had been applied, then the six roadways should be dropped from the proposed Highway Plan

as Limited Secondary Highways. The commenter states that since these six roadways remain as Limited

Secondary Highways, then Sloan Canyon Road should also remain as a Limited Secondary Highway.

The OVOV Traffic Study, the Final EIR, and the proposed Area Plan’s Circulation Element do not provide

a “daily traffic volume threshold” for local streets, nor do they state that the number of vehicles per day is

the sole determinant of a roadway’s classification in the proposed Highway Plan. No further response is

required.

Response 20

The commenter states that the Final EIR also notes that local streets typically include numerous

driveways to provide access, whereas a Limited Secondary Highway best suits its goal of providing

mobility if there are limited access points. The commenter states that Sloan Canyon Road would fit this

requirement of a Limited Secondary Highway as there are only eight driveways in the area between

Hillcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road. The commenter states that this limited number of

driveway access points would not conflict with the mobility goal of a Limited Secondary Highway.

The comment only expresses the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the

record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 21

The commenter states that previous responses in the Final EIR did not fully address his previous

comments. For example, a previous comment requested traffic volumes for Sloan Canyon Road from

west of Quail Valley Road to Hillcrest Parkway for the current Highway Plan be compared with those

used for the proposed Highway Plan. The commenter states that the response failed to fully address this

comment but that the response did forecast 2,000 vehicles per day for Sloan Canyon Road but did not

specify the location where this will occur.

The OVOV Traffic Study and this EIR evaluated the buildout of the land uses in the County’s proposed

Area Plan and the City of Santa Clarita’s proposed General Plan, which were both developed through the

joint OVOV planning effort. The projected traffic volumes for Sloan Canyon Road from west of Quail

Valley Road to Hillcrest Parkway are derived from the buildout of these land uses. Therefore, traffic
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volumes for the current Highway Plan and the proposed Highway Plan would be the same, as the

Highway Plan does not change the buildout scenario. In his previous comment, the commenter requested

traffic volumes for Sloan Canyon Road from west of Quail Valley Road to Hillcrest Parkway, and the

response provided this information; the 2,000 vehicles per day would occur on Sloan Canyon Road from

west of Quail Valley Road to Hillcrest Parkway. No further response is required.

Response 22

The commenter requests a comparison of traffic volume forecasts available from the prior traffic model

that support the current Highway Plan.

The OVOV Traffic Study and this EIR evaluated the buildout of the land uses in the proposed Area Plan

and the City of Santa Clarita’s proposed General Plan, which were both developed through the joint

OVOV planning effort. Any prior traffic analysis would have evaluated the buildout of the land uses in

the currently adopted Area Plan and the City of Santa Clarita’s previously adopted General Plan and

would therefore be irrelevant to the proposed Area Plan that is evaluated in this EIR. No further response

is required.

Response 23

The commenter states that there is no significant difference between the sums of the trips forecast with

buildout of the current City/County land uses compared to those forecast under the proposed Area Plan

and the City’s proposed General Plan. The commenter states that a decrease of 2,888 daily trips between

these scenarios should not decrease the Sloan Canyon Road traffic volume forecasts enough to justify a

change in classification from a Limited Secondary Highway to a local street.

The comment only expresses the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the

record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 24

The commenter states that the William S. Hart Union High School District is preparing a Draft EIR for the

proposed Castaic High School and that it is his understanding that the Draft EIR for the proposed Castaic

High School will evaluate two access roadways, one to the east and one to the south of the school.

The comment is oriented towards a specific proposed project, not the proposed Area Plan or the EIR. The

comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final

decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental

issue, no further response is required.
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Response 25

The commenter states that the proposed Castaic High School site is located on the boundary of Traffic

Analysis Zones 1, 14, and 15, that the high school land use is not located in any of these Traffic Analysis

Zones, and that the daily trip total sum does not include any high school trips.

Please see Response 7 above.

Response 26

The commenter states that, in preparing his previous comments on the Draft EIR, he reviewed the June 1,

2010 Draft Traffic Study for the proposed High School site and that his previous comments provided

information from that study. The commenter states that responses indicating that his comments “only

express the opinions of the commenter” and that “the commenter is speculating as to significant impacts”

are incorrect.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Additionally, the revised Notice of Preparation (NOP)

issued for the project on October 6, 2011 identified two options for public access to the proposed Castaic

High School, and only one option provides for public access from the south via Sloan Canyon Road

beginning at Hillcrest Parkway. The revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated in the EIR for

the proposed Castaic High School project. Consequently, there will be revisions to the June 2010 traffic

study prepared for such project, which renders the traffic study referenced by the commenter as

outdated. Therefore, it is correct that the commenter is speculating as to the potential impacts of the

proposed Castaic High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic High School will be

approved and constructed. No further response is required.

Response 27

The commenter states that the draft traffic study for the proposed Castaic High School project states that

a high school with an enrollment of 2,600 students will generate 7,400 daily trips, including 2,500 trips in

just the AM peak hour alone, higher than the 2,000-vehicle capacity over an entire day for a local street.

The commenter states that, with a single access to and from the east, the draft study forecasts 46 percent

of the trips on I-5 and 27 percent on The Old Road.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Additionally, the revised Notice of Preparation (NOP)

issued for the project on October 6, 2011 identified two options for public access to the proposed Castaic

High School, and only one option provides for public access from the south via Sloan Canyon Road
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beginning at Hillcrest Parkway. The revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated in the EIR for

the proposed Castaic High School project. Consequently, there will be revisions to the June 2010 traffic

study prepared for such project, which renders the traffic study referenced by the commenter as

outdated. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the potential impacts of the proposed Castaic

High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic High School will be approved and

constructed. Please see Response 15 above regarding the maximum capacity of a local street. No further

response is required.

Response 28

The commenter states that the draft traffic study for the proposed Castaic High School project concludes

that significant traffic impacts will occur at five intersections and that these impacts would not be fully

mitigated based on Los Angeles County criteria. The commenter states that either four lanes would be

needed on Sloan Canyon Road east of the proposed Castaic High School or that traffic demand

measurements would be required.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Additionally, the revised Notice of Preparation (NOP)

issued for the project on October 6, 2011 identified two options for public access to the proposed Castaic

High School, and only one option provides for public access from the south via Sloan Canyon Road

beginning at Hillcrest Parkway. The revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated in the EIR for

the proposed Castaic High School project. Consequently, there will be revisions to the June 2010 traffic

study prepared for such project, which renders the traffic study referenced by the commenter as

outdated. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the potential impacts of the proposed Castaic

High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic High School will be approved and

constructed. No further response is required.

Response 29

The commenter states that the draft traffic study for the proposed Castaic High School did not evaluate

direct vehicle access to and from the south. The commenter states that, in his professional opinion, many

of the vehicle trips would reroute to a direct north-south roadway such as Sloan Canyon Road since

5,400 daily high school trips are oriented towards the south. The commenter states that the daily traffic

using this segment of Sloan Canyon Road would be about 6,000 vehicles, significantly higher than the

2,000 vehicle per day capacity of a local street. The commenter states that once the proposed Castaic High

School is constructed, it will spur residential development in the surrounding area.
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The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Additionally, the revised Notice of Preparation (NOP)

issued for the project on October 6, 2011 identified two options for public access to the proposed Castaic

High School, and only one option provides for public access from the south via Sloan Canyon Road

beginning at Hillcrest Parkway. The revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated in the EIR for

the proposed Castaic High School project. Consequently, there will be revisions to the June 2010 traffic

study prepared for such project, which renders the traffic study referenced by the commenter as

outdated. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the potential impacts of the proposed Castaic

High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic High School will be approved and

constructed. Please see Response 15 above regarding the maximum capacity of a local street. No further

response is required.

Response 30

The commenter states that concerns regarding access to the proposed Castaic High School with a single

vehicle access to the east were discussed at several different meetings during the last quarter of 2010. The

commenter then quotes from an e-mail dated October 7, 2010.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the

potential impacts of the proposed Castaic High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic

High School will be approved and constructed. No further response is required.

Response 31

The commenter states that a local street is limited to 28 feet in width in the Castaic area, and as indicated

in the OVOV Traffic Study, this width accommodates only two vehicle lanes. The commenter states that a

Limited Secondary Highway designation typically provides either two or four vehicle lanes separated by

a two-way left turn lane as discussed in October 2010 with County staff.

The comment provides factual background information only and does not raise an environmental issue

within the meaning of CEQA. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment

does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Response 32

The commenter states that by providing a north-south access for the proposed Castaic High School, in

addition to the east-west access, Sloan Canyon Road in both directions could provide on traffic lane in

each direction separated by a two-way left turn lane. The commenter states that the area outside each

through traffic lane could also be striped as a bicycle lane in accordance with the recommendation in the

draft traffic study for the proposed Castaic High School project.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the proposed Area

Plan. At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed

Castaic High School project had not been released. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the

potential impacts of the proposed Castaic High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic

High School will be approved and constructed. No further response is required.

Response 33

The commenter states that contradictions and inconsistencies within the EIR for the proposed Area Plan

must be corrected.

The commenter has not identified any contradictions or inconsistencies that must be corrected.

The commenter further states that the proposed Castaic High School will significantly increase traffic

volumes on Sloan Canyon Road and that the Draft EIR and revised traffic study for the proposed Castaic

High School project are scheduled for release in the next three months. The commenter states that it is

premature for the County to remove the Limited Secondary Highway designation from a portion of Sloan

Canyon Road at this time. The commenter states that removal of the Limited Secondary Highway

designation from this portion will sever community connectivity and defies transportation planning

principles.

At the time this Final EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EIR for the proposed Castaic

High School project had not been released. Therefore, the commenter is speculating as to the potential

impacts of the proposed Castaic High School project and as to whether the proposed Castaic High School

will be approved and constructed. The remainder of the comment only expresses the opinions of the

commenter. The comment will be included as part of the record and made available to the decision

makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not

raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 34

The comment is noted. No further response is required given that the comment does not address or

question the content of the EIR.
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Letter No. G7 Romero Canyon, LLC, September 21, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that, on behalf of Romero Canyon LLC, he supports preserving the portion of

Sloan Canyon Road between Hillcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road as a Limited Secondary

Highway designation.

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to relate to any physical

effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and will be made available

to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the

comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G8 Bill Davidheiser, September 21, 2011

Response 1

The commenter expresses his opposition to the proposed Santa Felicia Significant Ecological Area (SEA)

designation and reiterates comments made in Letter No. D63 and Letter No. D86.

Please see responses to Letter No. D63 and Letter No. D86.
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Exhibit 2:
Well 201 Shutdown Press Release
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Exhibit 3:
Castaic Lake Water Agency Response to

Lutness Public Records Act Request July 2011

2.0-3070



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3071



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3072



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3073



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3074



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3075



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3076



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3077



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3078



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3079



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3080



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3081



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3082



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3083



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3084



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3085



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3086



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3087



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3088



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3089



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3090



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3091



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3092



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3093



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3094



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3095



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3096



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3097



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3098



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3099



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3100



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3101



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3102



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3103



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3104



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3105



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3106



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3107



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3108



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3109



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3110



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3111



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3112



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3113



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3114



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3115



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3116



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3117



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3118



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3119



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3120



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3121



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3122



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3123



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3124



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3125



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3126



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3127



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3128



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3129



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3130



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3131



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3132



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3133



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

Exhibit 4:
Castaic Lake Water Agency

Stipulated Confidentiality Protective Order
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Exhibit 6:
Castaic Lake Water Agency Order Grant Deny

Cross Motion for Summary Judgment
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Exhibit 7:
Signal Article: Toxins in Well Prompt Concern
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Signal Article: Perchlorate Spread Worries State
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Exhibit 9A:
Well 201 Perchlorate
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Exhibit 9B:
Increased Perchlorate Monitoring

for Threatened Wells
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Perchlorate Results Since May 2011

Valencia's Well Sample Date Perchlorate Results (ug/L) DLR (ug/L) Frequency

N Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

N7 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

N8 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

S6 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

S7 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

S8 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

160 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

205 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

Q2 May-11 ND 4 Quarterly

Q2 Aug-11 ND 4 Quarterly

201 May-11 12 4 Monthly

201 Jun-11 13 4 Monthly

201 Jul-11 14 4 Monthly

201 Aug-11 14 4 Monthly
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2.0-3218



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

        

         

  

       

  



     

  



   

OPINION

            

 

             

  

           

           

        

            

       

-ooOoo-

               

              

            

2.0-3219



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



        1     

              

             

           

           

                

           

              

            

           

Ì¸«ô ¬¸» °´¿²� ¼»½®·°¬·±² ±º ¬¸» °»®½¸´±®¿¬» ½±²¬¿³·²¿¬·±² ¿²¼ ¬¸» ³»¬¸±¼ º±® 

              

            

            

              

    2

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL SUMMARY

I. Parties

            

               

             

1             
    

2              
  

2.0-3220



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



              



            

                

É»¬� ß²²ò É¿¬ò�ß°°»²ò øïççç »¼ò÷ y ïðíóï »¬ »¯òô °ò ìèéò÷  ÝÔÉß ©¿ º±®³»¼ ¬± 

             

           

³·´»ò  ÝÔÉß ½±²¬®¿½¬ ©·¬¸ Ý¿´·º±®²·¿� Ü»°¿®¬³»²¬ ±º É¿¬»® Î»±«®½» º±® ©¿¬»® º®±³ 

             

           

           

Ý¿´·º±®²·¿� Ý±«²¬§ É¿¬»® Ü·¬®·½¬ Ô¿© øy íðððð »¬ »¯ò÷ò  Ò»©¸¿´´ · ¿ ®»¬¿·´ ©¿¬»® 

           

            

        3

           

©¿¬»®ò  ÍÝÉÝ� »®ª·½» ¿®»¿ ·²½´«¼» °±®¬·±² ±º ¬¸» Ý·¬§ ±º Í¿²¬¿ Ý´¿®·¬¿ ¿²¼ 

           

           

  4         



3               
             
            
               


4             
            

2.0-3221



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



           

ÊÉÝ� »®ª·½» ¿®»¿ · ¿°°®±¨·³¿¬»´§ îë ¯«¿®» ³·´» ¿²¼ ·²½´«¼» °±®¬·±² ±º ¬¸» Ý·¬§ ±º 

            

          

           



          

          

            

II. Sources of Water for the Santa Clarita Valley

          

               

             

                

             

           

    

           

              

               

               

             

           

                
 

2.0-3222



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



            

           

     5         

ÍÉÐ º±® ìïôëðð ¿½®»óº»»¬ ±º ©¿¬»® °»® §»¿®ò  ×² ¬¸» ïçèð�ô ÝÔÉß °«®½¸¿»¼ ¿² 

              

              

           

 6

III. Proposal and Adoption of the UWMP

            

            

           

           

´»¬¬»® ¬¸¿¬ »¨°®»»¼ ½±²½»®² ¿¾±«¬ øï÷ ¬¸» ©¿§ ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ� ¼®¿º¬ °®»»²¬»¼ »¨·¬·²¹ ¿²¼ 

           

              

             



        
           
           

5          
             
          
              
          
    

6             
         

2.0-3223



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



          
              
           
              
             
           
            
           
            
©¿¬»® ¬± ÅÝÔÉßÃ ²±© ø¬¸»§ ½¿²²±¬÷ò�

           

              

           

            

IV. Lawsuit

            

½¸¿´´»²¹·²¹ ¼»º»²¼¿²¬� ¿°°®±ª¿´ ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ ¾¿»¼ ±² ¿´´»¹»¼ ª·±´¿¬·±² ±º ¬¸» 

               

©®·¬ ±º ³¿²¼¿¬» ½¸¿´´»²¹·²¹ ¼»º»²¼¿²¬� ¿°°®±ª¿´ ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐò  Ì¸» ¬©± °»¬·¬·±² ©»®» 

           

Ð´¿·²¬·ºº� ½¿«» ±º ¿½¬·±² ¾¿»¼ ±² ¬¸» °«¾´·½ ¬®«¬ ¼±½¬®·²» ©¿ ¼·³·»¼ ©·¬¸±«¬ 

´»¿ª» ¬± ¿³»²¼ ¿ ¿ ®»«´¬ ±º ¼»³«®®»® º·´»¼ ¾§ ¼»º»²¼¿²¬ò  Ð´¿·²¬·ºº� ½¿«» ±º ¿½¬·±² 

                

      

             

Ü»½··±²� ·² ©¸·½¸ ·¬ ¼»²·»¼ ¬¸» °»¬·¬·±² º±® ©®·¬ ±º ³¿²¼¿¬»ò 7  

           

           

7            

2.0-3224



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



              

   8         

         

üïééòìç÷ô ¿²¼ ÅÊÉÝ�Ã ¿¼³·²·¬®¿¬·ª» ®»½±®¼ ½¸¿®¹» øüìôïçïòíï÷ò�9   

                

            

         



DISCUSSION

           

             

                

            

           

           

               

                

·² §»¿® »²¼·²¹ ·² º·ª» ¿²¼ ¦»®±� øy ïðêîïô «¾¼ò ø¿÷÷ò  Ì¸» ËÉÓÐ ß½¬ ®»¯«·®» °´¿² ¬± 

             

           

8          
        

9           
              
           
                
        
        

2.0-3225



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



       ß¼¼®»·²¹ Ý¿´·º±®²·¿� 

            

              

    

I. Standard of Review

              

              

 

           
              
           
           
            
              
«¾¬¿²¬·¿´ »ª·¼»²½»ò�

          

             

         

      

            

�°®»¶«¼·½·¿´ ¿¾«» ±º ¼·½®»¬·±²� «²¼»® »½¬·±² ïðêëï · °®»½·»´§ ¬¸» ¿³» ¿ ¬¸» ®±´» ±º 

¬¸» «°»®·±® ½±«®¬ ¿²¼ô ¬¸»®»º±®»ô ¬¸» ´±©»® ½±«®¬� º·²¼·²¹ ±º º¿½¬ ¿²¼ ½±²½´«·±² ±º ´¿© 

            

            

   

           

¾§ ´¿©� ¿ ¬¸¿¬ °¸®¿» · «»¼ ·² »½¬·±² ïðêëï ¿²¼ ¬¸« °®»¶«¼·½·¿´´§ ¸¿ª» ¿¾«»¼ ¬¸»·® 

            

           

2.0-3226



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



          

�°´¿²²»¼ ±«®½» ±º ©¿¬»® ¿ª¿·´¿¾´» ¬± ¬¸» «°°´·»®� øy ïðêíïô «¾¼ò ø¾÷÷ô ¿²¼ øí÷ º¿·´ ¬± 

            

              

            

            

                

              

               

          

              

               



II. Reliability of Groundwater Sources and Perchlorate Contamination

            

             

     

    

Ì± «°°±®¬ ¬¸»·® ½´¿·³ ½±²½»®²·²¹ ¬¸» ·²¿¼»¯«¿½§ ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ� ¼·½«·±² ±º 

          

            

              



            
           
          
¼±©² îë °»®½»²¬ ±º ¬¸» ¬±¬¿´ Í¿«¹« ß¯«·º»® ©»´´ò  ÅjÃ � ÅjÃ   

2.0-3227



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



           
              
ÊÉÝ Ò±ò ïëéò�  Ð»®½¸´±®¿¬» ¬¸¿¬ · ¬·´´ ·² ¬¸» ±·´ ¿¬ ¬¸» ½±²¬¿³·²¿¬·±² 
·¬» ©·´´ ¾» �¿ ´±²¹ó¬»®³ ±«®½» ±º ½±²¬¿³·²¿¬·±²� ¬¸¿¬ ©·´´ ½±²¬·²«» ¬± ®»¿½¸ 
             
¹®±«²¼©¿¬»® §¬»³ò�  ÅjÃ � ÅjÃ   

        
           
           
            
             
         
            
          
            
             
          
ÅÊÉÝ�Ã ©»´´ Ò±ò îðï ¿ »¿®´§ ¿ ²»¨¬ §»¿®ò  Ú«®¬¸»® ¼±©² ¹®¿¼·»²¬ · 
ÅÊÉÝ�Ã ©»´´ Ò±ò ïêðò�

         

           

           



   

            

Ý¸¿°¬»® ï ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ · ¬·¬´»¼ �×²¬®±¼«½¬·±² ¿²¼ Í«³³¿®§ò�  Í»½¬·±² ïòê ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ 

           

           

     

        
       
            
           

2.0-3228



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



          
³»¬¸±¼ ©¸·½¸ ½¿² ®»¬±®» º«´´ °®±¼«½¬·±² ½¿°¿¾·´·¬§ò�   

Ý¸¿°¬»® î ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ · ¬·¬´»¼ �É¿¬»® Í«°°´§ Î»±«®½»ò�  Ì¸» ·²¬®±¼«½¬±®§ 

          

 

             
        
          
           
          
       
         
          
           
           
        
          
¼·½«»¼ ·² ¬¸· ½¸¿°¬»® ½¿² ¾» «¬¿·²»¼ò�

Ì¸» �©¿¬»® ¬®»¿¬³»²¬ °®±¹®¿³ ¬± ®»³±ª» °»®½¸´±®¿¬» º®±³ ¬¸» Í¿«¹« Ú±®³¿¬·±²� 

          

         
         
        
         
          
       
          
         
       

          
         
         
           
           
          
           
         

2.0-3229



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



           
±² ¬¸» ½±²¬¿³·²¿¬·²¹ ·¬»ò�   

          

             

             

Ý¸¿°¬»® ì ±º ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ · ¬·¬´»¼ �Î»´·¿¾·´·¬§ Ð´¿²²·²¹� ¿²¼ ¼±» ²±¬ ³»²¬·±² 

             

  

            

              

            

            

               

             

               

          

             

       10

      

Ì¸» ËÉÓÐ ³»²¬·±² �¿ ¹®±«²¼©¿¬»® ½´»¿²«° °´¿² � ¾»·²¹ ¼»ª»´±°»¼� øËÉÓÐ 

              

             

10           
           
             
           
¿ °´¿² · ¾»·²¹ ©±®µ»¼ ±«¬ ¬± ®»³±ª» ¬¸» ½±²¬¿³·²¿¬·±² º®±³ ¬¸» ¹®±«²¼©¿¬»®ò�  

2.0-3230



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



  11           

            12

          

              

            

              

                

              

             

             

             

               

   13

             

           

              

           

¬± ©¿¬»® «°°´§ô «½¸ ¿ øï÷ ¼®·´´·²¹ ²»© ©»´´ ·² ¬¸» Í¿«¹« Ú±®³¿¬·±² øº»¿·¾·´·¬§�ê

³±²¬¸ô ¼»·¹²�í ³±²¬¸ô ½±²¬®«½¬·±² ú °»®³·¬¬·²¹�ç ³±²¬¸÷ô øî÷ ²»¹±¬·¿¬·²¹ ©¿¬»® 

11              
            
        

12           
               
          
        

13            
              
°»®½»²¬ ±º ¬¸» ¬·³»ô ±® ·² ïè ±«¬ ±º ¬¸» ²»¨¬ îð §»¿®ò�  

2.0-3231



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



            



        

           

            

             

¬¸» «°°´·»® ±ª»® � º·ª»ó§»¿® ·²½®»³»²¬� ¬± îð §»¿® ±® ¿ º¿® ¿ ¼¿¬¿ · ¿ª¿·´¿¾´»ò  

     

         
           
              
       

            
         
          
©¿¬»® ¼»³¿²¼ ³¿²¿¹»³»²¬ ³»¿«®»ô ¬± ¬¸» »¨¬»²¬ °®¿½¬·½¿¾´»ò�

              

            

          

     

              

            

              

             

          

           

                

               

        

2.0-3232



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



ß½½±®¼·²¹´§ô ©» ½±²½´«¼» ¬¸¿¬ ¬¸» ËÉÓÐ� ¼»½®·°¬·±² ±º ¬¸» ®»´·¿¾·´·¬§ ±º ¬¸» 

          

             

    14       

           

               

             

       

            

              

           15   

                

               



             

            

 

III. Recoverable Costs

             

              

14            
               
              
             
¼«®·²¹ ²±®³¿´ô ¼®§ô ¿²¼ ³«´¬·°´» ¼®§ §»¿®ò�  ø

15         
         
           


2.0-3233



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



            

         

      

DISPOSITION

             

¼·®»½¬·±² ¬± ¹®¿²¬ ¬¸» °»¬·¬·±² º±® ¿ ©®·¬ ±º ³¿²¼¿¬» ª¿½¿¬·²¹ ¼»º»²¼¿²¬� ¿°°®±ª¿´ ±º ¬¸» 

             

             

Ý±³°¿²§ ¿²¼ Ê¿´»²½·¿ É¿¬»® Ý±³°¿²§ò  Ò»©¸¿´´ Ý±«²¬§ É¿¬»® Ü·¬®·½¬� ®»¯«»¬ ¬±

©·¬¸¼®¿© ·¬ ®»°±²¼»²¬� ¾®·»º · ¹®¿²¬»¼ò


 

 


  


 

2.0-3234



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023



CERTIFIED FOR PUBLICATION

         

  

       

  



     

  



   

 

 

  

THE COURT

            
            
               



 

 


  


 

2.0-3235



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

Exhibit 12:
SCOPE Letter Regarding

Newhall Ranch Sanitation District

2.0-3236



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

       

       
        

       



  

    

   

   

Î»æ ß¹»²¼¿ ×¬»³ ý îë � ×²½±²·¬»²½§ ©·¬¸ Ò»©¸¿´´ Î¿²½¸ Í°»½·º·½ Ð´¿²

    

 

                 

             

             

             

           

              

             

             

               

               

        

          

  
             
           
              
¼»ª»´±°»® º±® ¬¸» Ò»©¸¿´´ Î¿²½¸ °®±¶»½¬ò�

             
               
                
 

      
            
            
           
           

2.0-3237



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

 

            
         
          
«» ±º ·¬ º¿½·´·¬·»ò�

              
                
           
            
             



           

      
      

¬± ®»¼«½» ¬± °»½·º·½ °´¿²� ¼»³¿²¼ º±® ·³°±®¬»¼ °±¬¿¾´» ©¿¬»®ô Ì¸» Í°»½·º·½ Ð´¿² 
             

             

              

              

               

 

                

             

 

            

    

Ð´»¿» ²±¬»æ Ì¸» ³·¬·¹¿¬·±² ³±²·¬±®·²¹ §¬»³ ¼±» ÒÑÌ ¿§ �³¿§�ô ·¬ ¿§ô ��ò

               

              

     

           
             
             
       

  

                

              

              


 Û³°¸¿· ¿¼¼»¼ ¬± ¿´´ �¸¿´´� ·² ¬¸· »½¬·±²

2.0-3238



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

 

Ì¸» Í¿²¬¿ Ý´¿®·¬¿ Í¿²·¬¿¬·±² Ü·¬®·½¬� º¿·´«®» ¬± ³»»¬ ¬¸» Ý´»¿² É¿¬»® ÌÓÜÔ ¬¿²¼¿®¼ º±®

                  

                 

    

                 

             

              

               

           

            

      

 

  

   

2.0-3239



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

 

                

               

  

              

            

            

              

 

             

               

            

                



                

             



 



    
 

     

       

       

         

  
      

       

   
      

2.0-3240



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

Exhibit 13A:
Notice of Violation –

Valencia Water Reclamation Plant

2.0-3241



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3242



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3243



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3244



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

Exhibit 13B:
Notice of Violation –

Saugus Water Reclamation Plant

2.0-3245



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3246



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3247



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3248



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

Exhibit 14:
Materials Submitted on CD

2.0-3249



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

2.0-3250



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

  
 

Attachment B to Resolution No. R4-2008-012

Revision of the TMDL for Chloride in the Upper Santa Clara River
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
Elements
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
Elements
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
Elements
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
Elements
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
Elements
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Element Table 7-6.1. Upper Santa Clara River Chloride TMDL:
Elements
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TABLE C-1. SUMMARY OF SOURCE DATA
OU-7 Groundwater Feasibility Study
Former Bermite Facility; Santa Clarita, CA

Region HSU Chemical Concentrations [a]

Saugus S-I Perchlorate Hand-drawn contours, 2nd Quarter 2008 point data
TVOCs Hand-drawn contours, 2nd Quarter 2008 Point data

S-IIIa Perchlorate Hand-drawn contours
TVOCs Hand-drawn contours, 2nd Quarter 2008 point data

S-IIIc Perchlorate Hand-drawn contours
TVOCs Hand-drawn contours, 2nd Quarter 2008 point data

Northern Alluvium

Alluvium Perchlorate Hand-drawn contours, 2nd Quarter 2008 point data, June 2007
piezometer cluster data [b] [c] [d]

TVOCs Hand-drawn contours and 2nd Quarter 2008 point data [b] [c] [d]
Saugus Perchlorate Hand-drawn contours, 2nd Quarter 2008 point data, June 2007

piezometer cluster data [b] [c] [d]
TVOCs Hand-drawn contours and 2nd Quarter 2008 point data [b] [c] [d]

OU-2/6 Perched Zone Perched Zone Perchlorate Hand-drawn contours and 2nd Quarter 2008 point data [d]
TCE Hand-drawn contours and 2nd Quarter 2008 point data [d]

Notes:
[a] All concentration interpolations were performed with the ArcGIS Spatial Analyst Topo to Raster tool using log-transformed

concentrations.
[b] An artificial zero concentration line was hand-drawn to define the boundary of the Northern Alluvium plumes.
[c] Results from clustered wells screened in the same HSU were averaged.
[d] Certain anomalous results were omitted and/or replaced with historically-consistent values.

SOURCE DATA

y:\WhittakerBermite\03-11368R_OU7_FS\FS Report\
Final FS 2011\Appendices\AppC_Tables.xls Page 1 of 1 E N V I R O N
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Letter No. G9 SCOPE, September 25, 2011

Response 1

Introduction

This response addresses the letter from Santa Clarita Organization for Planning and the Environment

(SCOPE), dated September 25, 2011. Upon review of this letter, the commenter makes references to

specific development projects within the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan area (i.e., the Landmark Village

project and the Mission Village project) and the applicant for those projects, the Newhall Land and

Farming Company. Consequently, it is unclear at times whether the comment is addressing the EIR

prepared for Landmark Village project, the Mission Village project, or the One Valley One Vision plan.

Further, it is not within the scope of this OVOV Program EIR to address specific issues related to a

development project (e.g., Landmark Village project, Mission Village project, etc.). Notwithstanding this,

the County has prepared a specific response to the issues raised in an effort to provide the public with as

much information as is practical. It should also be understood that comments in this letter have already

been provided to the County Board of Supervisors (Board) by this commenter. These issues, which are

known to the Board, were considered by the Board during its October 4, 2011 public hearing regarding

the Newhall’s Landmark Village project and its October 25, 2011 public hearing regarding Newhall’s

Mission Village project. Because comments have raised issues in reference to the Mission Village and

Landmark Village projects, information presented to the Board in the project EIRs prepared for those

EIRs is pertinent to the OVOV Plan and its EIR.

Response 2

Response to Perchlorate Comments

In the letter, pages 1-4, SCOPE comments on ammonium perchlorate (perchlorate) and the spread of

perchlorate to Valencia Water Company’s Saugus Formation municipal supply Well 201. SCOPE

questions the circumstances surrounding Valencia Water Company’s detection of perchlorate at Well 201.

It also states that the detection of perchlorate at Well 201 means that CLWA’s “pump and treat” program

is not working, and questions why perchlorate in Well 201 was not contained by that program. Further,

SCOPE requests additional testing and new modeling and wants the Landmark Village project delayed

until the testing and modeling are completed. Lastly, SCOPE cites a 2004 Court of Appeal decision and

testimony from the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) cited in that decision.

In response, perchlorate is a regulated drinking water contaminant in California with a maximum

contaminant level (mcl) of 6 parts per billion (ppb). The Valencia Water Company test in August 2010

was 5 ppb. Since that time, readings have varied from 5 to 12 ppb (see Valencia Water Company’s letter,

dated June 8, 2011, included in Final EIR, Appendix F3.13.)
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Further, the Revised Final EIR contains a thorough update of the detection of perchlorate in the local

groundwater basin, including the recent detection of perchlorate in Valencia Water Company’s Well 201

(see Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update). The topical response summarizes the current status of the

perchlorate cleanup in the groundwater basin.

In summary, a total of seven municipal drinking water wells, each located relatively near the site of the

former Whittaker-Bermite munitions facility, have been taken out of service for varying periods of time

since perchlorate was first detected in the groundwater in 1997. The seven closed wells include six

originally impacted wells and the recent closure of Valencia Water Company Well 201.

Five of the six originally impacted wells have been either returned to service with perchlorate treatment

facilities or replaced by new wells drawing from the non-impacted portion of the groundwater basin. The

five wells collectively restore much of the temporarily lost well capacity. An additional two wells will be

drilled to restore the operational flexibility that existed prior to the detection of perchlorate.

Specific to Well 201, Valencia Water Company plans to actively seek remediation and restore the

impacted well capacity in the near term. With that said, however, Well 201 remains out of service since

August 2010. Valencia Water Company’s plan is to either replace the closed well with a new replacement

well in a non-perchlorate impacted portion of the groundwater basin, or install wellhead treatment at the

well site in order to treat the water to non-detect levels, which has been successfully accomplished by

Valencia Water Company at another well site (Well Q2). Nonetheless, it is important to emphasize that

Well 201 was taken out of service in August 2010, and has not been returned to municipal supply service

since that time. Before either remediation option takes place, Valencia Water Company has committed to

working with CLWA and the regulatory agencies (e.g., Department of Public Health, or DPH) before

implementation of either remediation option. This includes an ongoing effort by the Valencia Water

Company and CLWA to update the existing groundwater modeling to assist in addressing questions

from the regulatory agencies.5

The Well 201 capacity also is not included in the active groundwater sources listed in the 2010 Urban

Water Management Plan (UWMP),6 and its capacity will not be "counted" in water supply calculations

until it is remediated. The recently adopted 2010 UWMP also finds that there are sufficient water supplies

to meet the Santa Clarita Valley's existing and planned water demand through 2050 -— without taking

into account the capacity from the inactivated Well 201.

5 Pers. Comm. Keith Abercrombie, General Manager, Valencia Water Company, September 30, 2011.

6 For a copy of the 2010 UWMP, please see Appendix F3.13.
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In response to SCOPE’s claims surrounding Valencia Water Company’s detection of perchlorate in Well

201, the County provided responses based on the Revised Final EIR, Section 3.13, Water Service, and

Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update.

In summary, in August 2010, perchlorate was detected at Well 201 at levels below the regulatory

standard (i.e., level of 5 ppb was detected and the standard is 6 ppb). The Valencia Water

Company, owner and operator of Well 201, immediately took the well out of service and notified the state

DPH, of the detection. The DPH directed Valencia Water Company to perform quarterly testing at the

inactive well to track perchlorate levels. The Valencia Water Company has voluntarily elected to perform

monthly testing.

By April 2011, the Valencia Water Company had gathered sufficient data to conclude that: (1) the

perchlorate levels at Well 201 were above the adopted maximum contaminant level (MCL) on a regular

basis; and (2) remediation would be required. The Valencia Water Company notified CLWA, the other

water purveyors, the County,7 the City, and others that the well was impacted by perchlorate at levels

over the regulatory standard. The Valencia Water Company also requested that Well 201's supply be

excluded from the 2010 UWMP supply calculations until the well is fully remediated. The Valencia Water

Company took this action to ensure that the 2010 UWMP would adequately address the impacted well.

Next, SCOPE states that the perchlorate detected at Well 201 means that CLWA’s “pump and treat”

program is not effective. Based on information presented in Revised Final EIR Topical Response 1, and

2010 UWMP Appendix I, the County does not concur with SCOPE’s claim.

In summary, CLWA’s "pump and treat" program has been endorsed by DPH, and has been successful in

containing the spread of perchlorate in the basin. The detection of perchlorate in Well 201 is attributable

to the length of time it took to get the "pump and treat" program up and running, not to the effectiveness

of the program.

Before issuing a permit to a water utility for use of an impaired source as part of the utility's overall water

supply permit, DPH requires that studies and engineering work be performed to demonstrate that

pumping the well and treating the water will be protective of public health for users of the water. The

DPH approved the return to service of the previously closed Saugus 1 and Saugus 2 wells, and

specifically approved the Final Interim Remedial Action Plan for the containment and extraction of

perchlorate in January 2006. Therefore, DPH determined that the local water agencies devised a treatment

approach that adequately contains the perchlorate contamination and is protective of public health;

otherwise, DPH would not have authorized and permitted the Saugus 1 and 2 "pump and treat" program.

7 For a copy of the letter from Valencia Water Company to the County, please see Appendix F3.13.
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The DPH endorsement of CLWA's "pump and treat" program is consistent with multiple technical

reports referenced in the EIR and 2010 UWMP that have determined that the pumping rates at the

restored Saugus wells are sufficient to prevent further migration of perchlorate in the Saugus Formation

groundwater.

According to the 2010 UWMP, the primary reason for the recent detection of perchlorate in Well 201 is

the length of time it took between the initial detection of perchlorate in the basin in 1997 and actual

implementation of the "pump and treat" containment program in 2010. As reported in the 2010 UWMP,

Appendix I, the combination of litigation, settlement, permitting, and construction constrained actual

implementation of the containment program until 2010, six years after the impact of the containment

program on perchlorate migration in groundwater was analyzed. That time, combined with the

preceding seven years since perchlorate first impacted water supply wells, resulted in a greater risk of

downgradient migration of perchlorate in the Saugus Formation, and is considered the primary reason

for the recent detection of perchlorate in Well 201.

Responsive to SCOPE’s call for additional testing, on August 4, 2011, the DPH sent letters to both

Valencia Water Company and Newhall County Water District requesting that the local water agencies

increase perchlorate monitoring from annually to quarterly at specified wells. The County has confirmed

that both water agencies will conduct the perchlorate monitoring quarterly as requested by the DPH;

therefore, adequate oversight from the appropriate regulatory agency, DPH, is in place.

As to SCOPE’s modeling comments, it should be noted that Well 201 has been taken out of service, and is

not a supply relied upon in either the OVOV EIR or the recently adopted 2010 UWMP. As such, Well 201

is not currently in operation or being pumped; and, therefore, it is not causing perchlorate to “spread” as

claimed in SCOPE’s letter, page 3, fourth paragraph. As to requests by DPH for modeling, the modeling

would not be needed, unless and until Valencia Water Company were to place Well 201 back into service

as a municipal supply source with wellhead treatment installed. Under such circumstances, Valencia

Water Company would coordinate its efforts with CLWA and the regulatory agencies in the event

additional modeling were needed in the future.8

Based on the information presented in the OVOV EIR Section 3.13, Water Service, and Topical

Response 1: Perchlorate Update, an adequate supply of existing and planned water exists to meet the

needs of Santa Clarita Valley residents now and in the future, despite the loss in capacity due to the

perchlorate-impacted wells.

8 Pers. Comm. Keith Abercrombie, General Manager, Valencia Water Company, September 30, 2011.
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In summary, two of the originally impacted Saugus wells, Saugus 1 and 2, were placed back in service in

January 2011, restoring approximately 3,544 acre-feet (af) of water supply in a normal year. (2010 UWMP,

Table 3-9.) The contaminated Stadium Well and VWC Well 157 have been replaced and the pumping

capacity lost due to that contamination has been restored with two new replacement wells in non-

impacted portions of the basin.

Based on this information, the conclusions reached in the Revised Final EIR that groundwater from

existing and replacement wells is available to assist in meeting the current and projected water demands

for the Santa Clarita Valley is reasonable and supported by the evidence.

In addition, SCOPE’s reliance on the 2004 Court of Appeal decision is not applicable. First, neither the

applicant nor the County is responsible for the ongoing efforts to remediate perchlorate in the

groundwater basin. This clean-up effort remains with CLWA, the retail suppliers, and the regulatory

agencies providing oversight.

Second, as evidenced in Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update, substantial progress has been made in

responding to the detection of perchlorate, and substantial facilities needed for remediation/treatment are

in place and actively monitored by CLWA, the local retail suppliers, and several regulatory agencies,

which was not necessarily the case in the early 2000 era.

Third, there is a timeline for remediation (replacement or wellhead treatment) of Valencia Water

Company’s Well 201. The Valencia Water Company plans to actively seek remediation (replacement or

wellhead treatment) under the Whittaker-Bermite perchlorate litigation settlement agreement and rapidly

restore the impacted well capacity. Given Valencia Water Company’s experience of: (1) bringing its Well

Q2 back into production; (2) actions under the DPH 97-005 Policy Memo; (3) participating in bringing

treatment facilities on line for the Saugus 1 and Saugus 2 wells; and (4) replacing capacity for its Well 157,

Valencia Water Company has determined that it could either install wellhead treatment to bring the well

back into service or replace the capacity with a new well within two years. As explained above, this time

estimate is conservative because of Valencia Water Company's prior success in 2005 in restoring Well Q2

to municipal-supply service within an approximate six-month period. As explained, there also are now

funds in place to remediate Well 201 upon the permitting and installation of wellhead treatment or

replacement of Well 201's capacity with a new replacement well.

Fourth, from a regional perspective, CLWA and the local retail suppliers have evaluated the perchlorate

impact upon the groundwater basin, and continue to monitor perchlorate in the basin, with the assistance

of the regulatory agencies (e.g., DPH, DTSC). For a detailed discussion of that regional effort, please see

the recently adopted 2010 UWMP, Appendix I, which is found in Appendix F3.13.
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Based on the information summarized above and found elsewhere in the OVOV EIR, there is no reason to

defer or delay consideration of the Landmark Village project or the OVOV plan.

Response 3

Response to Chloride Comments

In the letter, pages 4-9, SCOPE claims that there is a failure to address compliance with the chloride Total

Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), referencing the interim treatment of wastewater from the first 6,000 units

within Newhall Ranch at the existing Valencia Water Reclamation Plant (WRP). SCOPE asserts that such

interim use was neither contemplated in the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan, nor the certified EIR for that

project. SCOPE also claims that the applicant “no longer intends” to build the Newhall Ranch WRP.

Further, SCOPE claims that the 2002 Interconnection Agreement was not disclosed. SCOPE claims that

the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (RWQCB) has issued administrative

notices of violation to the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District (SCVSD) for the Saugus and Valencia

WRPs for not complying with the chloride TMDL.

In response, each of SCOPE’s claims is addressed in the Revised Final EIR, Section 3.12, Hydrology and

Water Quality and Topical Response 4: Chloride. In summary, there is no conflict between the

Landmark Village project's interim use of the Valencia WRP and the approved Newhall Ranch Specific

Plan. The Newhall Ranch environmental documentation (1999 and 2003) evaluated the environmental

impacts related to development of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan, including constructing the Newhall

Ranch WRP at a project level, and implementing the new sewerage facilities to serve the Specific Plan at a

programmatic level.

The project-level EIR for Landmark Village has been completed. The Landmark Village project-level EIR

correctly disclosed that the environmental effects of constructing and operating the Newhall Ranch WRP

at buildout were thoroughly evaluated in the prior 1999/2003 Newhall Ranch Specific Plan environmental

documentation. The project-level EIR also identified options to treat wastewater generated by the

Landmark Village project during an interim period until the first phase of the Newhall Ranch WRP is

constructed. Specifically, the EIR identified an option to construct a pump station at the Landmark

Village project site where wastewater would be pumped back to the existing Valencia WRP until

construction of the Newhall Ranch WRP.

This option is consistent with the Interconnection Agreement that Newhall and Sanitation District Nos. 26

and 32 (later consolidated as Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District or SCVSD) entered into on January 9,

2002.9 The Interconnection Agreement sets conditions under which the first 6,000 dwelling units within

9 A copy of the 2002 Interconnection Agreement is in Appendix F3.13.
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the Specific Plan area may temporarily discharge wastewater (up to 1.6 mgd) to SCVSD's Valencia WRP.

Newhall remains obligated to fund and construct the Newhall Ranch WRP for ultimate buildout of the

Specific Plan. However, practical, technical, and economic reasons support the phasing for wastewater

treatment, in coordination with the SCVSD.

Also, SCVSD approved the 2002 Interconnection Agreement in duly noticed public meetings, and it has

been referenced in subsequent official documents, including Los Angeles County and LAFCO resolutions

supporting formation of the new Newhall Ranch Sanitation District (NRSD). Most recently, the County

Board of Supervisors considered the January 18, 2011 Department of Public Works (DPW) staff report

and resolution confirming formation of the Newhall Ranch Sanitation District, and adopted that

resolution. In doing so, the Board of Supervisors found that formation of the NRSD was within the scope

of the previously certified 1999/2003 Newhall Ranch EIR, as well as the Addendum certified by the Board

on December 13, 2005. The Board specifically referenced the Interconnection Agreement as allowing

wastewater for up to 6,000 dwelling units to be treated at the existing Valencia WRP as needed. In

addition, an earlier December 1, 2005, staff report prepared by DPW to the Board concerning formation of

the Newhall Ranch Sanitation District, pages 3-4, refers to the District entering into the Interconnection

Agreement with Newhall to coordinate wastewater management facilities at Newhall Ranch and adjacent

facilities. The 2005 staff report also specifically referred to the Agreement allowing up to 6,000 capacity

units to be treated at existing District wastewater treatment facilities, as needed, and finding further that

the District has sufficient capacity to accommodate the use of its facilities. (Both the January 18, 2011, and

the December 1, 2005, DPW staff reports are incorporated by reference and available for public review

and inspection upon request to the County’s Department of Regional Planning.)

In addition, temporary use of the Valencia WRP to treat Landmark Village wastewater does not eliminate

the requirement for Newhall or its designee to construct the Newhall Ranch WRP or to finance the new

sewerage system within the Specific Plan area. Per the 2002 Interconnection Agreement with the Santa

Clarita Valley Sanitation District, Newhall must construct the Newhall Ranch WRP and have it

operational before construction of the 6,000th dwelling unit on Newhall Ranch. Temporary treatment of

the Landmark Village wastewater at Valencia WRP is a practical engineering decision based on the need

to build up an adequate steady flow of wastewater before starting up the Newhall Ranch WRP.

SCOPE’s comments point out that on May 27, 2011, the Los Angeles RWQCB issued administrative

notices of violation to SCVSD regarding the Valencia and Saugus WRPs. On June 27, 2011, the SCVSD

responded to the RWQCB and recommended to its Board of Directors that staff prepare a Wastewater

Facilities Plan and EIR for facilities to comply with a final effluent chloride limit of 100 mg/L at the point

of discharge and begin design of the facilities. On July 26, 2011, the SCVSD Board of Directors approved
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the staff recommendation. The SCVSD estimates that it will complete the Wastewater Facilities Plan and

EIR by December 31, 2012.

As part of the Wastewater Facilities Plan and EIR, SCVSD intends to address an alternative compliance

approach that responds to changed chloride conditions as of 2011, which would fully protect all

designated beneficial uses in the Santa Clara River watershed. The SCVSD believes that changed

conditions will show that it is more environmentally and economically sound to implement an alternative

compliance approach, rather than an advanced treatment approach, in meeting a 100 mg/L final effluent

limit. As part of this effort, the SCVSD also intends to perform the modeling and scientific and technical

studies necessary to demonstrate the adequacy of its alternative compliance approach and to request

reopening of the chloride TMDL at a later time based on the modeling in those studies.

Contrary to SCOPE’s arguments, the interim use of the Valencia WRP to treat the wastewater from the

first 6,000 dwelling units in Newhall Ranch (including Landmark Village) will not increase chloride levels

in the Santa Clara River, nor make it more difficult for the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District to

comply with the adopted chloride TMDL. According to the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District, the

cost and environmental effects of the Valencia WRP's temporary treatment of wastewater generated by

the first 6,000 dwelling units constructed within the Specific Plan were addressed by the Districts in its

detailed memorandum to the Board of Supervisors, dated March 8, 2011 (see Appendix F3.13). As

provided in that memorandum, the Newhall Ranch wastewater would neither add to nor alleviate the

Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District’s financial burden to comply with the chloride TMDL.

Also, as stated in the District’s March 8, 2011 memorandum, the temporary use of the Valencia WRP for

treatment of Newhall Ranch wastewater does not eliminate the Specific Plan requirement for Newhall to

construct the Newhall Ranch WRP and to finance the new sewerage system within the Specific Plan.

According to the memorandum, Newhall must construct the Newhall Ranch WRP per the Specific Plan,

and must have it operating properly before the next phase after Landmark Village/Mission Village (up to

6,000 units).

In addition, the Landmark Village project has been shown to produce wastewater chloride concentrations

similar to those in the existing SCVSD service area. In addition, the Landmark Village project will not use

SWP water, but will be supplied with local groundwater from the Alluvial aquifer with an average

chloride concentration of 82 mg/L (concentrations ranging from 74 to 96 mg/L have been measured in E

Wells, similar to the chloride concentrations in Santa Clarita Valley water supplies from 2002 to 2010.

Thus, the interim discharge of wastewater from the Valencia WRP due to the Landmark Village project's

wastewater would have a less than significant impact on chloride in the Santa Clara River, because:
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(1) the discharge of wastewater from the Valencia WRP has been shown to be similar as between the

Landmark Village project's wastewater and the wastewater from existing Santa Clarita Valley

communities; (2) the use of the Valencia WRP for treatment of the Newhall Ranch wastewater (i.e., first

6,000 units) would be temporary until construction of the Newhall Ranch WRP; and (3) the Valencia WRP

has sufficient capacity to accommodate the interim wastewater discharge from the first 6,000 units from

Newhall Ranch.

Lastly, to confirm full and complete compliance with the chloride TMDL, the project applicant (Newhall)

has identified interim chloride reduction treatment at the Valencia WRP. This involves chloride treatment

of the effluent amount originating from Newhall Ranch (up to 6,000 units) at the Valencia WRP during

the operation period of the 2002 Interconnection Agreement. (For further information, please refer to the

Landmark Village Final EIR (September 2011), New Topical Response 12: Revised Project Design.)

The result is that the Project effluent discharged to the Santa Clara River through the permitted Valencia

WRP outfall would result in discharge equivalent to 100 mg/L chloride (or other applicable standard),

which is the chloride effluent treatment standard under the Newhall Ranch WRP NPDES permit. This

additional treatment process would remove chloride from the Newhall Ranch effluent at the Valencia

WRP, so that the interim chloride reduction would be equivalent to that of the Newhall Ranch WRP

under the Newhall Ranch WRP Permit (100 mg/L). For additional information regarding these chloride

issues, including chloride levels in SWP water, please see Topical Response 4: Chloride.

Response 4

Response to Brine Comments

In the letter, pages 8 and 9, last paragraph, SCOPE refers to Newhall’s planned use of well sites to dispose

of brine (a byproduct of the reverse osmosis [RO] treatment process from the Newhall Ranch WRP and

Newhall’s chloride reduction treatment plan). SCOPE limits its comment to the fact that the brine

disposal process is “an expensive proposition” that should not be “foisted” onto local taxpayers.

In response, the disposal of brine generated by the Newhall Ranch WRP RO treatment process and/or

Newhall’s chloride reduction plan is under the jurisdiction of agencies other than Los Angeles County.

Notwithstanding, the following responsive information is provided.

In summary, Newhall has submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) the “USEPA

Class I Injection Well Application,” prepared by Luhdorff and Scalmanini Consulting Engineers, revised

June 30, 2011. This permit application is incorporated by reference and available for public review and

inspection upon request to the County’s Department of Regional Planning.
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As part of a separate permit process with USEPA, Newhall is proposing the disposal of brine concentrate

by deep well injection. Injection will occur at depths ranging between 3,500 to 9,500 feet, well below the

lowermost underground source of drinking water (USDW). An application has been submitted to secure

a Class I non-hazardous injection well permit from USEPA's Underground Injection Control (UIC)

program. The application analyzed the feasibility of injection by identifying the extent of the USDW, the

injection and confining zones, and calculated the anticipated injection life. The revised application also

demonstrated that the proposed injection will not impact the USDW.

Summary of Brine Disposal Process

Brine, a byproduct, would be injected into abandoned oil wells, which may include the unproductive

eastern edge of the Del Valle oil field and the abandoned Castaic Junction oil field. The maximum

estimated volume of brine to be injected is 0.5 million gallons per day (mgd) for approximately five

months per year.

Groundwater used for municipal, industrial, and agricultural purposes is obtained from the Quaternary

Alluvium and the Pleistocene Saugus Formation. The Alluvium is a shallow aquifer present along

drainages, such as the Santa Clara River and associated tributaries. The Saugus Formation lies below the

Alluvium and is present at the very eastern edge of the Del Valle oil field and thickens to the east. The

Alluvium and Saugus aquifers comprise the USDW in the project area. Water wells within the project

area are located adjacent to the Santa Clara River and vary in depth from approximately 135 to 800 feet

below ground surface. Most of the water wells were completed in the interval from approximately 50 to

240 feet below ground surface.

Beneath the Alluvium and Saugus Formation lies the Pico Formation. The Upper Pico is the confining

zone and consists of low permeability clay, shale, and siltstone at depths ranging from 3,000 to 3,500 feet.

The confining zone of the Upper Pico Formation provides an effective barrier to vertical migration of

injected fluids into the upper Alluvium and Saugus Formation, and protects the USDW from injected

fluids.

Injection Zone

The potential injection zones, the Pliocene Pico and the Miocene Modelo formations, have produced oil

and gas and have proven injection potential associated with the oil field operation in the Del Valle,

Castaic Junction, and surrounding oil fields. The potential injection zone depths range from 3,500 feet to

9,500 feet, well below the confining zone and USDW. The application described the geological evaluation

that identified the injection zones and demonstrated that injection into these zones is both feasible and

would not impact USDW. Newhall is solely responsible for the costs associated with both the permitting
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process with USEPA and the operation of the brine disposal process. Those costs cannot, and will not, be

passed on to the taxpayers.

In the letter, page 9, SCOPE claims that there is “no analysis” of whether there is sufficient sewer

treatment capacity for the Valencia WRP to temporarily treat the wastewater for the first 6,000 units

within Newhall Ranch until the Newhall Ranch WRP is constructed. This claim is not correct. According

to the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District, there is sufficient sewer treatment capacity to temporarily

treat the wastewater from the first 6,000 units within Newhall Ranch. This statement is supported by the

information presented in the Revised Final EIR, the Landmark Village Final EIR New Topical

Response 12: Revised Project Design; and Topical Response 4: Chloride. Further support is provided in

the Districts’ memorandum to the Board of Supervisors, dated March 8, 2011 (see Appendix F3.13).

Response 5

The comment only expresses the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the

record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed project.

However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G10 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, September 26, 2011

Response 1

The commenter states that the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy) respects the time

and effort invested in the One Valley One Vision planning process by both the public and by County

staff. The commenter states that the joint process with the City of Santa Clarita was an innovatively and

ultimately productive approach to addressing shared issues. The commenter states that many of the goals

and policies represent an improvement over the currently adopted Area Plan and that there are certain

policies that the Conservancy strongly supports.

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not appear to

relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 2

The commenter states that the Conservancy cannot support the proposed Area Plan without stronger

land use protections and modifications to the circulation element in the Angeles Linkage in the eastern

part of the planning area. The commenter states that the Conservancy’s issues are well documented in the

record and understood by County staff.

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not appear to

relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and

made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However,

because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 3

The commenter states that the Conservancy finds that Alternative 2 is the environmentally superior

alternative, which includes the stronger land use controls lacking in the proposed Area Plan. The

commenter states that it believes that Alternative 2 accomplishes the smart growth objectives of the One

Valley One Vision planning process better than the proposed Area Plan because it directs more growth

away from sensitive resources in outlying areas and into the already urbanized areas that can

accommodate it. The commenter recommends adoption of Alternative 2 in lieu of the proposed Area

Plan.

The comment expresses the opinions of the commenter. The comment will be included as part of the

record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Response 4

The comment is noted. No further response is required given that the comment does not address or

question the content of the EIR.
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Letter No. G11 Friends of the Santa Clara River, September 26, 2011

Introduction

This response addresses the letter from the Friends of the Santa Clara River (Friends), dated September

26, 2011. Please note that this letter included a number of attachments, all of which are presented with

this response. It should also be noted that the content of this letter has also been presented in the letter

from the Sierra Club dated September 22, 2011. See also responses to the Sierra Club letter.

Response 1

General Comment

This comment is introductory in nature and does not require a response. Responses to substantive issues

raised in this letter are provided below.

Response 2

Response to Chloride Comments

Comments point out that on May 27, 2011, the Los Angeles RWQCB issued administrative notices of

violation to SCVSD regarding the Valencia and Saugus WRPs. On June 27, 2011, the SCVSD responded to

the RWQCB and recommended to its Board of Directors that staff prepare a Wastewater Facilities Plan

and EIR for facilities to comply with a final effluent chloride limit of 100 mg/L at the point of discharge

and begin design of the facilities. On July 26, 2011, the SCVSD Board of Directors approved the staff

recommendation. The SCVSD estimates that it will complete the Wastewater Facilities Plan and EIR by

December 31, 2012.

As part of the Wastewater Facilities Plan and EIR, SCVSD intends to address an alternative compliance

approach that responds to changed chloride conditions as of 2011, which would fully protect all

designated beneficial uses in the Santa Clara River watershed. The SCVSD believes that changed

conditions will show that it is more environmentally and economically sound to implement an alternative

compliance approach, rather than an advanced treatment approach, in meeting a 100 mg/L final effluent

limit. As part of this effort, the SCVSD also intends to perform the modeling and scientific and technical

studies necessary to demonstrate the adequacy of its alternative compliance approach and to request

reopening of the chloride TMDL at a later time based on the modeling in those studies.

The comment also disputes the position of the Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA) and the Sanitation

Districts that water from the Kern area serves to reduce the chloride concentration in State Water Project

(SWP) water. Chloride levels in the Upper Santa Clara River have improved significantly since 2009, in

part as a result of court-imposed pumping restriction on State Water Project (SWP) operations, coupled

with implementation of groundwater banking and pump back operations along the SWP aqueduct. Peak
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SWP chloride concentrations at Castaic Lake during drought conditions have been reduced from

historical values exceeding 100 mg/L to a current range of 80 – 85 mg/L.

SCVSD has achieved a significant reduction of effluent chloride levels through the water softener renewal

program. As a result of this program and the improved SWP water quality, effluent chloride levels have

dropped approximately 70 mg/L since 2003. Further actions by the SCVSD, including a water softener

ban enforcement program which has been initiated and the commitment to upgrade the Valencia and

Saugus WRPs to ultraviolet disinfection, will further lower effluent chloride levels by 10 mg/L to 15 mg/L.

Further responses to these topics can be found in Topical Response 4: Chloride, which is included in this

document.

Response 3

Response to Comments Regarding Health Concerns Related to Perchlorate

In the letter, the Friends provides information regard the health effects from perchlorate. The comment

also indicates that the public in the Santa Clarita Valley was not alerted to the closure of a drinking water

well due to perchlorate pollution.

The Revised Final EIR contains a thorough update of the detection of perchlorate in the local

groundwater basin, including the recent detection of perchlorate in Valencia Water Company’s Well 201

(see Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update). The topical response summarizes the current status of the

perchlorate cleanup in the groundwater basin.

Response 4

Response to Comments Regarding “New Information” Associated with Perchlorate Discovered in

Well 201

This comment claims that the recent discovery of perchlorate in Well 201 is not disclosed or addressed in

the OVOV EIR. This is incorrect as this topic is specifically described in Revised Final EIR Topical

Response 1: Perchlorate Update. In summary, a total of seven municipal drinking water wells, each

located relatively near the site of the former Whittaker-Bermite munitions facility, have been taken out of

service for varying periods of time since perchlorate was first detected in the groundwater in 1997. The

seven closed wells include six originally impacted wells and the recent closure of Valencia Water

Company Well 201.

Five of the six originally impacted wells have been either returned to service with perchlorate treatment

facilities or replaced by new wells drawing from the non-impacted portion of the groundwater basin. The
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five wells collectively restore much of the temporarily lost well capacity. An additional two wells will be

drilled to restore the operational flexibility that existed prior to the detection of perchlorate.

Specific to Well 201, Valencia Water Company plans to actively seek remediation and restore the

impacted well capacity in the near term. With that said, however, Well 201 remains out of service since

August 2010. Valencia Water Company’s plan is to either replace the closed well with a new replacement

well in a non-perchlorate impacted portion of the groundwater basin, or install wellhead treatment at the

well site in order to treat the water to non-detect levels, which has been successfully accomplished by

Valencia Water Company at another well site (Well Q2). Nonetheless, it is important to emphasize that

Well 201 was taken out of service in August 2010, and has not been returned to municipal supply service

since that time. Before either remediation option takes place, Valencia Water Company has committed to

working with CLWA and the regulatory agencies (e.g., Department of Public Health, or DPH) before

implementation of either remediation option. This includes an ongoing effort by the Valencia Water

Company and CLWA to update the existing groundwater modeling to assist in addressing questions

from the regulatory agencies.10

The Well 201 capacity also is not included in the active groundwater sources listed in the 2010 Urban

Water Management Plan (UWMP),11 and its capacity will not be "counted" in water supply calculations

until it is remediated. The recently adopted 2010 UWMP also finds that there are sufficient water supplies

to meet the Santa Clarita Valley's existing and planned water demand through 2050 — without taking

into account the capacity from the inactivated Well 201.

In response to Friends claims surrounding Valencia Water Company’s detection of perchlorate in Well

201, the County provided responses based on the OVOV Draft EIR, Section 3.13, Water Service, and

Final EIR Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update.

In summary, in August 2010, perchlorate was detected at Well 201 at levels below the regulatory standard

(i.e., level of 5 ppb was detected and the standard is 6 ppb). The Valencia Water Company, owner and

operator of Well 201, immediately took the well out of service and notified the state DPH, of the

detection. The DPH directed Valencia Water Company to perform quarterly testing at the inactive well to

track perchlorate levels. The Valencia Water Company has voluntarily elected to perform monthly testing.

By April 2011, the Valencia Water Company had gathered sufficient data to conclude that: (1) the

perchlorate levels at Well 201 were above the adopted maximum contaminant level (MCL) on a regular

basis; and (2) remediation would be required. The Valencia Water Company notified CLWA, the other

10 Pers. Comm. Keith Abercrombie, General Manager, Valencia Water Company, September 30, 2011.

11 For a copy of the 2010 UWMP, please see Appendix F3.13.

2.0-3382



2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

water purveyors, the County,12 the City, and others that the well was impacted by perchlorate at levels

over the regulatory standard. The Valencia Water Company also requested that Well 201's supply be

excluded from the 2010 UWMP supply calculations until the well is fully remediated. The Valencia Water

Company took this action to ensure that the 2010 UWMP would adequately address the impacted well.

In summary, CLWA’s "pump and treat" program has been endorsed by DPH, and has been successful in

containing the spread of perchlorate in the basin. The detection of perchlorate in Well 201 is attributable

to the length of time it took to get the "pump and treat" program up and running, not to the effectiveness

of the program.

Before issuing a permit to a water utility for use of an impaired source as part of the utility's overall water

supply permit, DPH requires that studies and engineering work be performed to demonstrate that

pumping the well and treating the water will be protective of public health for users of the water. The

DPH approved the return to service of the previously closed Saugus 1 and Saugus 2 wells, and

specifically approved the Final Interim Remedial Action Plan for the containment and extraction of

perchlorate in January 2006. Therefore, DPH determined that the local water agencies devised a treatment

approach that adequately contains the perchlorate contamination and is protective of public health;

otherwise, DPH would not have authorized and permitted the Saugus 1 and 2 "pump and treat" program.

The DPH endorsement of CLWA's "pump and treat" program is consistent with multiple technical

reports referenced in the EIR and 2010 UWMP that have determined that the pumping rates at the

restored Saugus wells are sufficient to prevent further migration of perchlorate in the Saugus Formation

groundwater.

According to the 2010 UWMP, the primary reason for the recent detection of perchlorate in Well 201 is

the length of time it took between the initial detection of perchlorate in the basin in 1997 and actual

implementation of the "pump and treat" containment program in 2010. As reported in the 2010 UWMP,

Appendix I, the combination of litigation, settlement, permitting, and construction constrained actual

implementation of the containment program until 2010, six years after the impact of the containment

program on perchlorate migration in groundwater was analyzed. That time, combined with the

preceding seven years since perchlorate first impacted water supply wells, resulted in a greater risk of

downgradient migration of perchlorate in the Saugus Formation, and is considered the primary reason

for the recent detection of perchlorate in Well 201.

Responsive to the Friends’ call for additional testing, on August 4, 2011, the DPH sent letters to both

Valencia Water Company and Newhall County Water District requesting that the local water agencies

12 For a copy of the letter from Valencia Water Company to the County, please see Appendix F3.13.
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increase perchlorate monitoring from annually to quarterly at specified wells. The County has confirmed

that both water agencies will conduct the perchlorate monitoring quarterly as requested by the DPH;

therefore, adequate oversight from the appropriate regulatory agency, DPH, is in place.

As to the Friends’ modeling comments, it should be noted that Well 201 has been taken out of service,

and is not a supply relied upon in the recently adopted 2010 UWMP. As such, Well 201 is not currently in

operation or being pumped; and, therefore, it is not causing perchlorate to “spread” as claimed. As to

requests by DPH for modeling, the modeling would not be needed, unless and until Valencia Water

Company were to place Well 201 back into service as a municipal supply source with wellhead treatment

installed. Under such circumstances, Valencia Water Company would coordinate its efforts with CLWA

and the regulatory agencies in the event additional modeling were needed in the future.13

Based on the information presented in the Revised Final EIR, Section 3.13, Water Service, and Topical

Response 1: Perchlorate Update, an adequate supply of existing and planned water exists to meet the

needs of Santa Clarita Valley residents now and in the future, despite the loss in capacity due to the

perchlorate-impacted wells.

In summary, two of the originally impacted Saugus wells, Saugus 1 and 2, were placed back in service in

January 2011, restoring approximately 3,544 acre-feet (af) of water supply in a normal year. (2010 UWMP,

Table 3-9.) The contaminated Stadium Well and VWC Well 157 have been replaced and the pumping

capacity lost due to that contamination has been restored with two new replacement wells in non-

impacted portions of the basin.

Friends suggest that Santa Clarita Valley water agencies conduct water quality testing in the perchlorate

plume area for trichloroethylene (TCE) and tetrachloroethylene (PCE), in addition to perchlorate. The

Draft OVOV EIR incorporates by reference The Santa Clarita Valley Water Report, for 2008 through 2010

(see pages 3.13-8 and 3.13-9). All water quality testing conducted in the Santa Clarita Valley, including

they various types of contaminants tested for, meets the requirements of United States Environmental

Protection Agency (USEPA), the California Department of Public Health (DPH) and California

Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA). The Santa Clarita Valley water purveyors already test for

both PCE and TCE.

As indicated in The Santa Clarita Valley 2010 Water Report,

“In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the United States Environmental

Protection Agency (USEPA) and the California Department of Public Health (DPH)

prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by

13 Pers. Comm. Keith Abercrombie, General Manager, Valencia Water Company, September 30, 2011.
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public water systems. USEPA, DPH and the California Environmental Protection Agency

(CalEPA) set goals and legal standards for the quality of drinking water. These standards

are intended to protect consumers from contaminants in drinking water. Most of the

standards are based on the concentration of contaminants, but a few are based on a

Treatment Technique (TT) to remove the contaminant. Drinking water, including bottled

water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some

contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water

poses a health risk.”

As also indicated in The Santa Clarita Valley 2010 Water Report,

“Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, are

by products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from

gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems. Organic compounds also

include pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as

agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses. Water is tested for two types

of organic compounds: volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and non-volatile synthetic

organic compounds (SOCs). These organic compounds are synthetic chemicals produced

from industrial and agricultural uses. Castaic Lake is checked annually for VOCs and

SOCs. Local wells are tested at least annually for VOCs and periodically for SOCs.

Tetrachloroethylene (PCE) was found in trace levels (below the MCL in groundwater in

the SCV. Some people who use water containing tetrachloroethylene in excess of the

MCL over many years may experience liver problems, and may have an increased risk of

getting cancer.”

It is important to understand that the contaminants listed in the Santa Clarita Valley Water Quality

Report (see table entitled “The Results of Thousands of Tests on Your Water”) include only those that

were detected during a test. If a contaminant is not listed, that contaminant was not detected. This was

the case for TCE in the 2010 Report, which was not detected.14

The Draft EIR also presents additional information regarding the quality of water in the Santa Clarita

Valley (see Draft EIR pages 3.13-54 through 3.13-66). The commenter is referred to the Draft EIR and the

Santa Clarita Valley Water Quality Reports for additional information. Because no specific reasons why

TEC should be tested for, no further response can be provided. Again, all water quality testing conducted

in the Santa Clarita Valley, including they various types of contaminants tested for, meets the

requirements of USEPA, DPH and CalEPA.

Based on this information, the conclusions reached in the Revised Final EIR that groundwater from

existing and replacement wells is available to assist in meeting the current and projected water demands

for the Santa Clarita Valley is reasonable and supported by the evidence.

14 James Saenz, Valencia Water Company, personal communication, December 2011.
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In addition, the Friends’ reliance on the 2004 Court of Appeal decision is not applicable. First, the County

is not responsible for the ongoing efforts to remediate perchlorate in the groundwater basin. This cleanup

effort remains with CLWA, the retail suppliers, and the regulatory agencies providing oversight.

Second, as evidenced in Topical Response 1: Perchlorate Update, substantial progress has been made in

responding to the detection of perchlorate, and substantial facilities needed for remediation/treatment are

in place and actively monitored by CLWA, the local retail suppliers, and several regulatory agencies,

which was not necessarily the case in the early 2000 era.

Third, there is a timeline for remediation (replacement or wellhead treatment) of Valencia Water

Company’s Well 201. The Valencia Water Company plans to actively seek remediation (replacement or

wellhead treatment) under the Whittaker-Bermite perchlorate litigation settlement agreement and rapidly

restore the impacted well capacity. Given Valencia Water Company’s experience of: (1) bringing its Well

Q2 back into production; (2) actions under the DPH 97-005 Policy Memo; (3) participating in bringing

treatment facilities on line for the Saugus 1 and Saugus 2 wells; and (4) replacing capacity for its Well 157,

Valencia Water Company has determined that it could either install wellhead treatment to bring the well

back into service or replace the capacity with a new well within two years. As explained above, this time

estimate is conservative because of Valencia Water Company's prior success in 2005 in restoring Well Q2

to municipal-supply service within an approximate six-month period. As explained, there also are now

funds in place to remediate Well 201 upon the permitting and installation of wellhead treatment or

replacement of Well 201's capacity with a new replacement well.

Fourth, from a regional perspective, CLWA and the local retail suppliers have evaluated the perchlorate

impact upon the groundwater basin, and continue to monitor perchlorate in the basin, with the assistance

of the regulatory agencies (e.g., DPH, DTSC). For a detailed discussion of that regional effort, please see

the recently adopted 2010 UWMP, Appendix I, which is found in Revised Final EIR Appendix F3.13.

Based on the information presented in the OVOV Draft EIR and Final EIR, there is no reason to defer or

delay consideration of the OVOV Plan.
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Letter No. G12 Sadiq Ghias, September 15, 2011

Response 1

Please see response to Letter No. D74.
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Letter No. G13 Jay Rogers, Inc., September 21, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G14 Diana Larios, September 26, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

2.0-3393



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

1

Letter No. G15

2.0-3394



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

1

2.0-3395



Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR
County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Impact Sciences, Inc.
0112.023

1

2.0-3396



2.0 Topical Responses, Comment Letters, and Responses to Comment Letters

Impact Sciences, Inc. Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan Update Final EIR

0112.023 County of Los Angeles

January 2012

Letter No. G15 Richard Galway, September 26, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G16 Rick Ryan, September 26, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G17 Rick Friedman, September 26, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G18 E. Andrew Daymude, September 27, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G19 Castaic Area Town Council, September 27, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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Letter No. G20 John E. Evans and Timothy C. Collins, September 27, 2011

Response 1

The comment raises issues related to the proposed Area Plan that do not appear to any physical effect on

the environment, as well as economic, social, or political issues that do not appear to relate to any

physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as part of the record and made

available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because

the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.
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