With AB 194, Foster Youth Now Eligible for Priority College Enrollment

Assembly Bill 194, authored by Assembly Member Jim Beall was signed by Governor Brown on October 4th. AB 194
creates priority registration for classes for current and former foster youth attending California’s public colleges and
universities.

Priority enrollment typically means that students are allowed to register early for classes to help ensure they get the
classes they need. Currently, students with disabilities and veterans/active-duty military are the only populations granted
priority enroliment by law at California’s public colleges and universities. Foster youth will now join this group, and not
without great precedent. Foster youth often experience physical and emotional problems stemming from abuse and
neglect that disrupt their learning and severely limit their educational outcomes. - Less than 50% of foster youth exit care
with a high school diploma; we find that while most foster youth want to attend college, only 1 in 5 make it there; and only
a mere 2-3% actually graduate with a college degree.

For former foster youth like Rebecca Taylor, currently a nursing student at San Francisco State University, school is her
number one priority. "I don’t have family to fall back on for housing, financial support, or guidance; so for me, school is not
just a place to learn, it's my livelihood." Taylor feels that priority enraliment will increase the chances of some students
making it to graduation. “When you've moved from home to home and school to school growing up, something like priority
enrolfment means one less obstacle for kids who have experienced nothing but obstacles.”




ECC Updated Strategic Plan FY 2011-14:
Priority Areas and Outcomes

Priority Area 1: Early Childhood Education

o At least 90% of young DCFS children under the age of six—and the children of
DCFS and probation youth—participate in high-quality early care and education
programs

Priority Area 2: Youth Education and Development

o FEducational programs provided to youth in juvenile halls and camps will be
reformed so that they significantly increase student academic achievement

* System youth participate in after-school and summer enrichment activities that
offer a variety of learning experiences, enhance social/emotional well-being, and
provide opportunities for them fo build positive and enduring relationships with
caring aduits

e DCFS and probation youth successfully transition to preschool, elementary
school, middle school, high school, adult education, vocational school, and
college, and smoothly transfer between schools

* Prevent/reduce school fruancy and engage truant youth in safe and welcoming
educational programs

Priority Area 3: School/Department Coordination and Support

¢ Departments and schools work in concert to provide system youth with the
education and supports they need to attain future success

Priority Area 4: Data and Information Sharing
» Share education information electronically across systems

Priority Area 5: System Accountability

» Courts regularly track and monitor youths’ educational plans and progress and
hold accountable those most responsible for youths’ increased educational
achievement—including child welfare workers, probation officers, attorneys,
caregivers, parents, school personnel, and the youth themseives
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ECC Mission

To raise the educational achievement of children and youth served by the
Department of Children and Family Services and the Probation Department so
that they may have positive futures.

ECC Role and Approach

As noted in the Education Coordinating Council (ECC} Blueprini, Expecting
More, our job is fo coordinate efforts across organizations and jurisdictions,
encouraging networks of people to work together to expand best practices and
fill the gaps in communities where little help is available, to prevent our children
from being left behind. Our primary role is o be a champion of education and
to promote the achievement of youth in the following ways:

e As an advocate, mobilizing support across various public and private
stakeholder groups

e As a convener and broker, working with other organizations to identify
problems and develop solutions

e As a policymaker, spearheading strafegies that support the increased
educational achievement of the County’s youth

Moving forward, we must learn from our prior experiences, build upon our suc-
cesses, and focus on the quality and impact of our efforts. We have always
known that “belonging” somewhere and with someone is especially imporiant
to our youth. We now recognize that this is a foundational piece of our mission.
We must make every effort to create environments that promote youths' sense
of belonging and enable them to have relationships with people who care
about them and their educational success.
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ECC Sirategic Plan 2011-2014

Priority Areas, Qufcomes, and Action ltems

Priority Area 1: Early Childhood Education

Outcome: At least 90% of young DCFS children under the age of six—and the
children of DCFS and probation youth—participate in high-guality early care
and education programs.

Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1.

3.

Promote the emerging Strengthening Families approach by helping depart-
ments and organizations incorporate ifs elements into their work, using the
County's newly established Youth Self-Sufficiency Countywide Goal and the
Child Care Policy Framework as vehicles 1o integrate and align efforts.

Create policies, procedures, cmd‘ practices fo enroll DCFS children and the
children of current/former system youth in early care and education programs.

Support the development and implementation of an electronic referral sys-
tem in DCEFS regional offices to enroll children in early care and education
programs.

Help convene trainings—such as early learning symposiums and care-
giver/parent summits—to instill the value of early education for the County’s
most vulnerable children and to strengthen parinerships between county
deparfments and early care and education providers.
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Priority Area 2: Youth Education and Development

Ovutcome #1: Educational programs provided to youth in juvenile halls and
camps will be reformed so that they significantly increase student academic
achievement.

Examples of actions thai would help achieve this outcome:

1. Help the Comprehensive Education Reform Committee (CERC) fully imple-
ment its educational reform recommendations.

2. Assist in achieving the educational mandates of the Challenger lawsuit
settlement.

- 3. Advocate for camp-to-community fransition strategies that help probation
youih access the resources and supports they need to successfully integrate
into local educational setfings that challenge them and help them rise o the
next level of achievement. Encourage the expansion of successful models,
such as the one developed by the Pomona Unified School District, fo other
districts.

4. Partner with key organizations 1o convene a juvenile justice leadership forum
to share reform ideas and strategies.

Outcome #2: System youth participate in affer-school and summer enrichment
activities that offer a variety of learning experiences, enhance social/emotional
well-being, and provide opportunities for them to build positive and enduring
relationships with caring adults.

Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1. Encourage the convening of resource fairs and other events 1o inform youth,
their caregivers, and those who work with them about after-school, summer, and
enrnchment programs, including academic mentoring/tutoring opportunities.

2. Support current efforts to establish community school models in the County
that offer youth-enriching educational experiences during non-school hours.

3. Meet with after-school program providers to identity ways fo increase the
participation of system youth in their programs.

4, Support the development of frainings for youth, parents, caregivers, and
county and school staff that highlight the benefits system youth gain by par-
ticipating in enrichment activities during non-school hours.
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Partner with LACOE Foster Youth Services (FYS) to develop and implement iis
new strategic plan, which focuses on futoring, case management, fransition
services, and educational advocacy for DCFS and probation students.

Promote the development of youth councils that give system youth ¢ voice
in determining the best ways to enhance their education and overall well-
being.

Ovutcome #3: DCFS and probation youth successfully transition to preschool,
elementary school, middle school, high school, adult education, vocational
school, and college, and smoothly tfransfer between schools.

Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1.

Promote transition strategies that increase schools' ability to support system
youth, fully include them in their school communities, and link them to
resources that improve their academic achievement.

Partner with other organizations to develop convenings and trainings that
equip parents, foster parents, and relative caregivers with educational
advocacy strategies, tools, and resources.

Encourage the expansion of postsecondary education support programs
that increase youth success and self-sufficiency.

Outcome #4: Prevent/reduce school fruancy and engage truant youth in safe
and welcoming educational programs.

Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1.

2.

Provide staff support to the Truancy Task Force created by the Presiding
Judge of the Juvenile Court o identify tfruancy prevention/reduction efforts
that work, and help promote and coordinate these approaches countywide.

Through the Truancy Task Force, School Superintendent Dialogues, youth
councils, and other venhicles, work with key stakeholders to develop policies
and best practices for increasing school attendance.
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Priority Area 3: SchooI/Deparfmen’r Coordination and Support

Outcome: Departments and schools work in concert to provide system youth
with the education and supports they need to atiain future success.

Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1.

Facilitate the expansion of the Gloria Molina Foster Youth Education Program
and similar models that:

e Develop and implement individual, specialized educational plans for
participating students

e Recover credits for youth with multiple school placements
e Support family/caregiver involvement and connections with caring adulis

¢ Link youth with tutoring and other support services

e Improve the quality of student transitions to postsecondary education

settings

Monitor the implementation of the school stability recommendations
adopted by the ECC in 2010.

Promote the incorporation of LACOE FYS staff info DCFS and Probation case
planning meetings.

Build on existing efforts to integrate assessments of youths’ educational pro-
gress into the tools, procedures, and policies used by Juvenile Court bench
officers, attorneys, and DCFS and Probation workers.

Support youths' timely enrollment in schools by:

¢ Confinuadlly updating, disseminating and tracking the effectiveness of
informational tools such as the AB 490 foster youth letter

o+ Convening caregiver training summits
¢ Distributing current contact lists

« Developing policies and procedures that quickly identify holders of
education rights

+ Helping school staff understand and implement new legislation such as
AB 167 and SB 1317.
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Priority Area 4: Data- and Information-Sharing

Outcome: Share education information electronically across systems.
Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1. Include language in Delinquency Court minute orders that allows for the
sharing of school district educational records with probation officers, attor-
neys, and the Juvenile Court.

2. Conduct data matches that frack the enroliment and educational progress
of DCFS and probation youth.

3. Facilitate the creation of a mechanism that can electronically access sysiem
youths' education records and share these records with eligible users.

4. Monitor the implementation of data-sharing efforts among Los Angeles
County school districts, county departments, attorneys, and the Juvenile
Court.
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Priority Area 5: System Accountability

Ovutcome: Courts regularly track and monitor youths' educational plans -and
progress and hold accountable those most responsible for youths' increased
educational achievement—including child welfare workers, probation officers,
attorneys, caregivers, parents, school personnel, and the youth themselves.

Examples of actions that would help achieve this outcome:

1. Support Juvenile Court-led initiatives and activities that improve students’
school aftendance, participation, and academic aftainment.

2. Facilitate efforts 1o ensure that every youth has an effective holder of educa-
tion rights assigned as soon as he or she enters the system, and that this
information is immediately shared with caseworkers, caregivers, and school
staff.

3. Develop trainings and tools that help bench officers ask the most important
guestions about youths' school attendance and achievemeni and thor-
oughly assess each youth's individual education needs and developmental
progress.

05/26/11 FINAL



DCFS Children Ages Birth to 4 Years Old

Table 1 - In-Home and Out-of-Home Caseload

As of December 31, 2010 | As of August 31, 2011 oo ]
Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4Yrs Total| Birth-2 Yrs | 3-4Yrs Total

Total In Home and Qut-of-Home Caseload 6,484 4,074 10,558 6,824 4,414 11,238
Table 2 - In-Home and Out-of-Home Caseload by Ethnicity

As of December 31, 2010 | As of Augusl 31, 2011
Ethnicity Birth-2 Yrs 3-4Yrs Total| Birth-2 Yrs 3-4Yrs Total
White 853 447 1,300 917 512 1,429
Hispanic/Latino 3,614 2,459 6,073 3,819 2,689 6,508
African American 1,7761 1,038 2,814 1,808 1,078 2,886
Asian/Pacific Islander 102! 74 176 112 67 179
American Indian/Alaskan Native 28 18 46 43 27 70
Filipino 42 22 64 36 17 53
Other 69 16 85 89 24 113
Total 6,484 4,074 10,558( 6,824 4,414 11,238
Table 3A - Children by Placement Setting

As of December 31, 2010 | As of August 31, 2011
Placement Setting Birth-2 Yrs 3-4Yrs Totall Birth-2 Yrs | 3-4Yrs Total|
In Home B 2,851 1,913 4,764] 3,204 2,235 5,439
Relative Home 1,832 1,107 2,939 1,806 1,134 2,840
Foster Family Home 283 107 390 281 119 400
FFA Certified Home 1,246 664 1,910 1,233 602 1,835
Small Family Home 5 4 9 6 3 9
Other (County Shelter, Tribal and Court Specified Homes) 5 1 6 2 2
Total Out-of-Home Care 3,371 1,883 5,254 3,328 1,858 5,186
Non-Foster Care Placement 35 12 47 43 8 51
Adoptive Home 189 165 354 209 226 435
Guardian Home 38 101 139§ 40 87 127
Total Out-of-Home Placement 3,633 2,161 5,794 3,620 2,179 5,799
Total In Home and Out-of-Home Caseload 6,484/ 4,074 10,558) 6,824, 4,414 11,238
Table 3B - Average Number of Placements

As of December 31, 2010 | As of August 31, 2011

Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4Yrs Total| Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4Yrs Total

Average Number of Placements 1.66 2.00 1.83| 1.63 1.88 1.75

Note: Average number of prior placements for child population as of December 31, 2010, and August 31, 2011.
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Table 4 - Reunification and Re-entry

DCFS Children Ages Birth to 4 Years Old

CY 2010 CY 2011
Reunification and Re-entry Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4Yrs Total Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4¥rs Total
Reunification 835 1,736 2,571 592 1,227 1,819
Re-entry into Foster Care 110 292 402 33 98 131
Percent of Re-entry 13.2% 16.8% 15.6% 5.6%| 8.0% 7.2%
Table 5 - Average Length of Time (Months) for Involvement with DCFS
2 As of December 31, 2010 | As of August 31, 2011

Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4Yrs| Total| Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4Yrs| Total
Average Months of Stay 10.3] 15.5] 12.3] 105 16.1 13.3
Note: Average months of DCFS involvement for child population as of December 31, 2010, and August 31, 2011.
Table 6 - Reason for DCFS Invoivement

As of December 31, 2010 | As of August 31, 2011

Intervention Reasons Birth-2 Yrs| 3-4¥rs Total Birth-2 Yrs 3-4Yrs Total
Adoption Services 1,667 927 2,594 1,127 875 2,002
Caretaker Absence/Incapacity 1,440 933 2,373 1,479 1,017 2,496
Disrupted Guardianship 3 3 1] 3 4
Emotional Abuse 1,447 1,124 2,571 1,694 1,323 3,017
Exploitation 6 5 11 5 6 11
Failure to Protect 69 28 97 66 47 113
Family Services 77 43 120 79 49 128
General Neglect 4,106 2,189 6,295 4,475 2,453 6,928
Non-CWD Kin-GAP 2 2 50 39 89
Parent Alcohol Use 42 32 74 174 79 253
Parent Drug Use 138 60 198 80 38 118
Parent Mental Health Issues 61 30 91 333 336 669
Physical Abuse 349 347 696 350 208 558
Severe Neglect 352/ 185 537 2| 1 3
Substantial Risk 1,178 1,089 2,267 1,015 1,056 2,071
WIC 300/600 Assessment 2 2 1 1
Total 10,934/ 6,997 17,931 10,931 | 7,530 18,461

Note: Intervention reasons for child population as of December 31, 2010, and August 31, 2011. A child may have multiple reason for DCFS involvement and is counted more than once.
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