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The Honorable Board of Supervisors MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
County of Los Angeles Fith District

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration

500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ADOPT THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM
APPROVE PROJECT AND BUDGET
AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AND
APPROVE RELATED ACTIONS
SPECS. 5469; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77092

(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

SUBJECT:

The recommended actions will certify the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final
EIR) and approve and adopt related environmental documentation, approve the project
and total budget, and award a design-build contract for the Vasquez Rocks Natural
Area Park Interpretive Center Project. '

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Certify that the Final Environmental Impact Report for Vasquez Rocks Natural
Area Park Interpretive Center Project has been completed in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality Act and reflects the independent judgment
and analysis of the County; find that the Board has reviewed and considered
the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact Report prior to
approving the project; adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, finding that the
Mitigation Monitoring Program is adequately designed to ensure compliance
with the mitigation measures during project implementation; and determine that

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”

Please Conserve Paper — This Document and Copies are Two-Sided
Intra-County Correspondence Sent Electronically Only


ctalamantes
New Stamp

ctalamantes
Typewritten Text
40	DECEMBER 14, 2010


The Honorable Board of Supervisors
December 14, 2010
Page 2

the significant adverse effects of the project have been reduced to an
acceptable level as outlined in the Environmental Findings of Fact, which
findings are adopted and incorporated by reference.

2. Approve the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Project,
Alternative 1A, and total project budget of $9,704,000.

3. Find that PCL Construction Services, Inc., is the Responsive and Responsible
Bidder that submitted the most advantageous and best value proposal for
design and construction of the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive
Center Project, and award a design-build contract to PCL Construction
Services, Inc. for a not-to-exceed, maximum contract sum of $4,883,901
(inclusive of the base construction contract sum of $4,625,008, the water
treatment system allowance of $198,000, and design-completion allowance of
$65,893), contingent upon receipt by the County of acceptable Faithful
Performance and Payment for Labor and Materials Bonds, and evidence of
required contractor insurance filed by PCL Construction Services, Inc.

4. Authorize the Director of Public Works to exercise control of the
design-completion allowance of $65,893, including the authority to reallocate
the allowance into the contract sum, as appropriate.

5. Delegate authority to the Director of Public Works to execute consultant
services agreements with stipend amounts of $26,000, with both the second
and third highest ranked, qualifying proposers, neither of which was selected as
the design-builder for the project, enabling the County to use all design and
construction ideas and concepts included within their proposals.

6. Adopt the Youth Employment Plan as required by the Regional Park and Open
Space District’'s Procedural Guide.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF THE RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will certify the Final EIR, find that the
Recommended Project described as Alternate 1A in the Final EIR is the
environmentally superior alternative, approve the project scope and budget, and
delegate authority to award a design-build contract for the Interpretive Center at
Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park, located at 10700 West Escondido Canyon Road in
the unincorporated community of Agua Dulce.
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Analysis of Project Alternatives

In December 2006, a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) was prepared to
evaluate the Proposed Project, which included new construction of a single-story 2,700
square-foot Interpretive Center and 1,200 square-foot trash and storage enclosure; a
30,000 square-foot surface parking lot; demolition of the existing historic Ranger's
Residence; installation of a water storage tank for fire-suppression and drought-
tolerant landscaping; and Escondido Canyon Road improvements. According to the
DEIR, the originally proposed project, which included demolition of the existing historic
Ranger's Residence, would result in significant unavoidable impact on aesthetics,
cultural resources, land use and planning, and recreation that could not be mitigated to
below the level of significance. As required under the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), two feasible project alternatives capable of avoiding significant impacts to
the historic Ranger's Residence, as well as the No Project Alternative were evaluated
during the environmental process. Alternative 1 retained the Ranger's Residence but
would relocate and reconfigure the Interpretive Center with a connected courtyard.
Alternative 2 would relocate the Interpretive Center approximately 200 feet south of the
retained Ranger’s Residence.

In response to the community comments and the unavoidable significant impacts
identified with respect to the demolition of the historic Ranger's Residence for the
Proposed Project, two additional variations of Alternative 1 were evaluated:
Alternative 1A proposes construction of the new Interpretive Center 50 feet southwest
of the rehabilitated historic Rangers Residence and demolition of the detached
garage; Alternative 1B proposed construction of the new Interpretive Center 300 feet
southwest of the rehabilitated historic Ranger's Residence and demolition of the
detached garage.

Alternative 1, with its variations, and Alternative 2 are feasible and capable of meeting
all of the basic objectives of the proposed project, and through implementation of
mitigation measures are capable of avoiding the unresolved significant impacts of the
proposed project in the area of aesthetics, cultural resources, land use and planning,
and recreation. However, the location of Alternative 2 was determined to be infeasible
due to its encroachment on the area determined to be most suitable for construction of
the required leach field, and poor visibility from the parking lot and the road.

Based upon the comparative analysis, the Alternative 1A (Recommended Project) was
deemed the “Environmentally Superior Alternative” under CEQA, as it avoids
unresolved significant environmental impacts, does not encroach upon the area
determined to be most suitable for required leach field development, and meets all the
programmatic goals and objectives. The detached garage is identified as a “related
feature” on the California Department of Parks and Recreation Historical Resources
Inventory, and its demolition will not result in a significant impact to a historic resource
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or to aesthetics, cultural resources, land use and planning, and recreation.
Accordingly, Alternative 1A is being recommended for approval.

Mitigation Monitoring Program

A

Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP, Attachment D) has been prepared in

conjunction with the Final EIR. Pursuant to CEQA, the MMP identifies measures that
will reduce or avoid the potential effects from “Potentially Significant Impacts” to “Less
Than Significant Impacts” in the following areas:

Aesthetics: Preservation of the Rangers Residence history through
documentation, data recording and rehabilitation of the historic Ranger’s
Residence in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (Weeks and Grimmer, 1995); and
integration of the history of the Ranger's Residence into the permanent exhibit at
the proposed interpretive center.

Air Quality: Minimization of carbon emission and dust particulate during
construction through the imposition of limitations on equipment idling period to
reduce exhaust emissions, installation and use of wheel washers at site exits, use
of covers on all hauled loads and suspension of grading activities when winds
exceed 25 miles per hour to reduce dust.

Cultural Resources: Protection of archaeological, paleontological, and native
American artifacts from damage or disturbance through monitoring of all ground
disturbance and construction activities by a qualified paleontological monitor and
qualified archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards; and
implementation of archeological investigations prior to the project implementation.

Hazard and Hazardous Materials: Protection of construction workers and public
from the exposure of hazardous materials through conformance of the project plans
and specifications with applicable federal, state, and local requirements; and with
recommended guidelines by the California Department of Transportation on
transportation, storage, and handling of construction-related hazardous materials.

Hydrology and Water Quality: Mitigation of the potential storm water runoff through
reviews of project plan and specifications to include at minimum scheduling of the
ground breaking activities for dry weather periods, implementation of measures to
prevent transportation of pollutants from the construction site to the storm drainage
system and daily street sweeping and trash removal.
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e Land Use and Planning: Compliance with the County of Los Angeles Energy and
Environmental Policy through achieving a U. S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) New Construction Version
2.2 Platinum-level certification by incorporating low energy consumption features
and low-impact construction practices.

e Recreation: Ensuring unobstructed access to the. bridle path by providing trail
detours with adequate construction barriers and screens to protect recreational
users.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

The rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the Ranger's Residence will be implemented
through the Board-approved Department of Public Works (Public Works) Job Order
Contract (JOC) program.

The proposed Recommended Project and associated site improvements will be
implemented through the previously Board-approved use of design-build contracting.

To comply with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) public drinking water
program, the site improvements will also include a source water assessment, and
implementation of related improvements to the water supply and wastewater treatment
program. The assessment and necessary improvements will be limited to the water
sources (Wells 1 and 6) that serve the Recommended Project. As part of the
Recommended Project, Well 6 will be renovated using JOC, Well 1 will be
decommissioned, and a new septic system and water treatment system will be
installed as part of design-build contract.

The off-site improvements will include the widening of Escondido Canyon Road for the
additional turning and acceleration lanes at the entrance to the park to facilitate visitor
and through-iraffic safety, and will be completed as a separate contract by Public
Works.

It is anticipated that the Recommended Project will commence in December 2010 and
be completed by April 2012. This does not include 11 months for achieving some of
the potential LEED credits needed to obtain LEED Platinum certification.

DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT, ALLOWANCES, AND STIPENDS
On June 17, 2008, your Board approved the use of design-build contracting as an

option for delivering County capital projects. Design-build was selected as the most
appropriate project delivery method to meet the project goals and objectives.
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Based on the criteria stated in the Request for Proposals (RFP), PCL Construction
Services, Inc., (PCL) submitted the most advantageous and best value proposal for
design and construction of the Recommended Project.

The Chief Executive Office (CEO) and Public Works recommend awarding the
design-build contract for a maximum contract sum of $4,888,901 (inclusive of the base
construction contract sum of $4,625,008, the water treatment system allowance of
$198,000, and design-completion allowance of $65,893) to PCL.

The contract’'s water treatment system allowance of $198,000 is intended to cover the
costs associated with coordination, procurement, and installation of a new water
treatment system that will serve the park facility, including the rehabilitated Ranger's
Residence and new Interpretive Center. Public Works hired a consultant to design the
new water treatment system to meet all current Public Health Code requirements and
State Public Drinking Water Standards, and the consultant’s design is currently being
reviewed by the County’s Department of Public Health. Once the water treatment
system is approved by the Department of Public Health, Public Works will negotiate the
final scope and costs of the water treatment system with PCL for reallocation into the
contract sum.

The contract's design-completion allowance of $65,893 is intended to facilitate the
resolution of issues identified only during the design phase of the project, including
issues concerning the County’s scoping documents or changes required by
jurisdictional agencies or due to unforeseen conditions discovered during design,
including any increased design and construction costs associated therewith. The
inclusion of the design completion allowance will facilitate the decision process during
design and minimize potential delays that could occur while design phase issues are
resolved. Control of the design completion allowance will be exercised by Public
Works, but Public Works will be required to notify and obtain written authorization from
the CEO before any reallocation of funds from the design-completion allowance into
the contract sum. The design-completion allowance shall not be used to fund the
resolution of issues, conditions, or changes encountered during the construction
phase.

Under the design-build process, the County has the opportunity to use all aspects of all
submitted proposals by paying a stipend to each qualifying proposer that is not
selected for contract award. Upon your Board's approval, the second and third highest
ranked proposers will each be paid a stipend of $26,000, which affords the County the
right to use the information and ideas contained in the proposals submitted by such
proposers.
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Youth Employment Plan

On June 26, 1997, your Board, acting as the governing body of the County of
Los Angeles Regional Park and Open Space District, adopted the Youth Employment
Policy for projects funded by the safe Neighborhood Parks Proposition of 1992 and
1996 (Proposition A). The County of Los Angeles Regional Park and Open Space
District requires that a Youth Employment Plan for each Proposition A funded project
be adopted by the governing body of the grantee at a duly noticed public meeting.
Approval of the Youth Employment Plan (Attachment F) for Vasquez Rocks Natural
Area Park Interpretive Center Project will comply with the District's policy.

Green Building/Sustainable Design

The project will support your Board's sustainable design program by incorporating into
the project design and construction features for certification under the USGBC'’s LEED.
This requirement was included in the RFP for the design-builder. Because of the
environmental sensitivity of Vasquez Rocks Natural Area, and the educational
opportunities provided through the programs offered to the public, the Recommended
Project will serve as a demonstration project for sustainable design. The proposed
Interpretive Center, which would normally be exempt from the County Energy and
Environmental Policy because it is less than 10,000 square feet, is designed to be
certified at the Platinum Level, the highest LEED designation. This will be the County's
first LEED Platinum building.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Recommended Project supports the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Operational
Effectiveness (Goal 1), Children, Family and Adults Well-Being (Goal 2), and
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3) by investing in public infrastructure that
will enhance recreational and educational opportunities for County residents.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total Recommended Project cost, including programming, scoping documents,
plans and specifications, plan check, construction, consultant services, miscellaneous
expenditures, jurisdictional reviews, civic art, and County services, is currently
estimated at $9,704,000. The total estimated construction cost is $5,795,000,
including, $4,625,008 for the Interpretive Center design-build contract, $390,000 for
the rehabilitation of the Ranger's Residence, $53,000 for the well improvements, and
$726,992 for change orders and allowances.
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Sufficient appropriation is available in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2010-11 Capital
Project/Refurbishment Budget under Capital Project No. 77092 to fully fund the
Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Project. The Project Schedule
and Budget Summary are detailed in Attachment A.

The Recommended Project is funded with $1,270,000 in 1996 Safe Neighborhood
Parks Proposition Specified Funds; $109,000 in residual funds from the 1986 State
Bond Grant Program; $3,500,000 in net County cost derived from Utility User Tax;
$1,030,000 in Vehicle License Gap Loan Fund; and $3,795,000 in prior year net
County cost.

The soft costs for the Recommended Project represent 38 percent of the total
Recommended Project cost. Based on the historical and environmentally sensitive
nature of the project site, the project implementation was extended and resulted in
escalated soft costs for preparation of the Environmental Impact Report, including
associated archeological, biological, cultural, and environmental studies; continuous
involvement of the Architect/Engineer (A/E) and revisions to the proposed project to
meet the requirements of the Final EIR and LEED Platinum design; well investigation
studies to assess and develop a water treatment system for the proposed project to
meet current Public Health Code requirements; and associated County project
management costs to oversee and coordinate these efforts

Operating Budget Impact

Based on the description of the project, the Department of Parks and Recreation
(Parks and Recreation) anticipates one-time start-up costs of $113,000, including
$38,000 for fixed assets, and $75,000 in services and supplies to furnish and equip the
new interpretive center; and ongoing operating costs of $253,000 for recreation and
maintenance personnel, utilities, grounds maintenance, water treatment system
maintenance and monitoring, and administrative supplies.

Parks and Recreation will work with the CEO to determine the appropriate level of
funding as the project nears completion. Requests of funds for one-time and ongoing
operating costs will be submitted in Parks and Recreation's FY 2011-12 New Facilities
request. ‘

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to your Board’'s Civic Art Policy adopted on December 7, 2004, the Vasquez
Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Project budget includes 1 percent of
design and construction costs to be allocated to the Civic Art Fund.
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On June 17, 2008, your Board approved the use of design-build contracting as an
option to the traditional design-bid-build project delivery method of construction. It was
determined that design-build was a more efficient and appropriate project delivery
method for this project.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

Public Works, under delegated authority, authorized Sapphos Environmental, Inc., to
perform a Phase | archaeological survey, Phase | environmental site assessment,
archaeological monitoring of geotechnical investigation, Initial Study, and the
preparation of an appropriate environmental document under CEQA in support of the
interpretive center development, with the County serving as Lead Agency.

Initial Study and Notice of Preparation

In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines, the County encouraged the public to
participate in the environmental analysis process for the Proposed Project. The Initial
Study was prepared for the Recommended Project in compliance with CEQA and was
provided, along with a Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
to the State Clearinghouse; distributed to various federal, state, regional, and local
government agencies; and circulated to the public for a 30-day review period that
began on April 17, 2006, and closed on May 17, 2006. A public Notice of Availability of
the Notice of Preparation was published in the Los Angeles Times and The Signal
newspapers. The Notice of Preparation and Initial Study were mailed directly to more
than 20 agencies and interested parties. Copies of the Notice of Preparation were
provided to the Canyon Country and Quartz Hill libraries. The Notice of Availability
was posted at the proposed project site and off site at the local County of Los Angeles
Sheriff's Department. The Notice of Preparation advertised a public scoping meeting
for interested parties to receive information about the Proposed Project and the CEQA
process. The scoping meeting provided an opportunity for the public to submit
comments and facilitated early consultation with interested parties in compliance with
Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The meeting was held on May 3, 2006,
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at The League of Women’s Club, 33201 Agua Dulce
Canyon Road, Agua Dulce, California. All comments related to environmental issues
expressed during public review and during the scoping meetings were considered in
the preparation of the Final EIR.

The Initial Study concluded that there was substantial evidence that the
Recommended Project may have a significant impact on the following environmental
areas: aesthetics, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, hazards and
hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, and
recreation. The Initial Study determined that analysis of these issues would be required
in an Environmental Impact Report.
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Environmental Impact Report

The Final EIR for the Recommended Project has been prepared in compliance with
CEQA and is on file with the Board of Supervisors.

The DEIR was circulated to the public for a 45-day review period between
December 7, 2006, and January 22, 2007 in the Los Angeles Times and The Signal
newspapers. Copies of the DEIR were distributed to the State Clearinghouse and
other State, regional, and county agencies and were also made available, during the
public review period, at the Canyon Country and Quartz Hill libraries, and the County of
Los Angeles Department of Public Works in Alhambra, California. A public Notice of
Availability of the DEIR was mailed directly to interested parties pursuant to Public
Resources Code Section 21092 and posted pursuant to Section 21092.3. A community
outreach meeting was held on December 19, 2006, in Agua Dulce. A summary of the
environmental analysis contained in the DEIR was presented at the meeting and the
public was invited to submit comments.

Written comments to the DEIR were received from California Department of Fish and
Game, California Highway Patrol, and California Department of Transportation. The
comments included concerns related to the thresholds of significance with regard to
loss of habitat for special-status species, sensitive species, sensitive natural
communities, wildlife nursery sites, and loss of habitat value, as well the threshold of
significance for the loss of federally protected wetlands; potential for impacts to nesting
birds; the historic significance of the Ranger's Residence garage; scope of project
alternatives; structural integrity of the Ranger's Residence and historical significance
as a result of later modifications to the Ranger's Residence; the trees south of the
Ranger's Residence; safe pedestrian crossings on Escondido Canyon Road near a
residential park; protection of the local aquifer; and suggested construction of a
modular structure rather than a new structure. Responses to all comments received
were prepared and included in the Final EIR. Responses to all comments received
from public agencies were sent to those agencies pursuant to Section 21092.5.

The Final EIR consists of three volumes: Volume |, the DEIR dated December 7, 2006;
Volume Il, Technical Appendices to the DEIR dated December 7, 2006; and Volume
I, the Final EIR dated August 2008, which contains public and agency comments to
the DEIR, responses to comments, and clarifications and revisions to the DEIR
resulting from public comments.
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Evaluation of Alternatives

Alternative 1A is recommended as the preferred project design concept because the
Final EIR determined that Alternative 1A is the environmentally superior alternative and
is feasible.

In addition to the originally proposed project that included the demolition of the
Ranger's Residence, two other alternatives, and a No Project Alternative, as required
by CEQA, were evaluated. Alternatives were evaluated for their ability to avoid or
reduce potentially significant impacts of the project. As a result of comments received,
two other alternatives similar to Alternative 1 were analyzed as part of the Clarifications
and Revisions: Alternative 1A and Alternative 1B. Alternative 1A included modification
of the construction of the proposed Interpretive Center building, placing it at a
proposed location approximately 50 feet southwest of the Ranger's Residence, and
preserved the current location for outdoor benches. Alternative 1B considered the
construction of the proposed Interpretive Center building at a location approximately
300 feet west-southwest of the Ranger's Residence. Alternative 1A was determined to
be the Environmentally Superior Alternative that is capable of achieving all of the basic
objectives of the project and capable of avoiding or reducing the significant effects
identified for the proposed project on air quality, cultural resources, hazard and
hazardous materials, and hydrology and water quality to below the level of
significance. The Final EIR concluded that no significant effects that cannot be avoided
or mitigated have been identified, if Alternative 1A were to be implemented. All
potentially significant environmental impacts can be reduced to below the level of
significance through implementation of the mitigation measures identified in the Final
EIR.

Mitigation Monitoring Program

The MMP satisfies the requirements of Section 21081.6 (a)(1) of CEQA and would
ensure implementation of mitigation measures specified in the Final EIR and as
conditions of approval by the Board applicable to implementation of the recommended
alternative for the Recommended project. The MMP identifies in detail the manner in
which compliance with the measures adopted to mitigate or avoid potential adverse
impacts of the project to the environment will be ensured and its requirements have
been incorporated into the conditions of approval of the Recommended Project,
Alternative A.
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Administrative Record

The location of the documents and other materials constituting the record of the
proceedings upon which your Board's decision is based in this matter is at the County
of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Project Management Division |, 900
South Fremont Avenue, 5th Floor, Alhambra, California 91803. The custodian of such
documents and materials is Mohamed Sultan, Los Angeles County Department of
Public Works.

California Department of Fish and Game Fee

The project is not exempt from payment of a fee to the California Department of Fish
and Game pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code to defray the costs of
fish and wildlife protection and management incurred by the California Department of
Fish and Game. Upon your Board's certification of the Final EIR, Public Works will file
a Notice to Determination in accordance with Section 21152(a) of the California Public
Resources Code and pay the required filing and processing fees with the
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk up to $3,000.

Findings of Fact

The Findings of Facts summarize the findings regarding the significant impacts on the
environment resulting from the project pursuant to Section 15091 of the State CEQA
Guidelines.

Alternative 1A is capable of avoiding significant environmental impacts and meeting all
of the basic project goals and objectives. All significant effects on the environment due
to implementation of Alternative 1A would be reduced to below the level of significance
through conformance with the mitigation measures specified in the MMP, which are
also recommended as Conditions of Approval of the project. The proposed Findings of
Fact is included in Attachment C. If the Recommended Project is not approved by the
Board, the County will return for approval of another project with revised Findings.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations pursuant to Section 15093 of CEQA is not
required if your Board adopts the Recommended Project, Alternative 1A and the
incorporation of the specified mitigation measures, as no significant unavoidable
impact would remain after implementation of the mitigation measures.

Global Climate Change Impact Analysis
Assembly Bill (AB) 32 targeting reductions of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in

California had not been approved by the California State Legislature at the time the
DEIR was distributed for public review in December 2006. Therefore, a Global Climate
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Change Impact Analysis was not included in the Final EIR. However, the County
requested that the analysis be performed following enactment of AB 32 subsequent to
circulation in keeping with the sustainable goals of both the County and the
Recommended Project. The Global Climate Change Impact Analysis is included in
Attachment E.

The Recommended Project's potential incremental contribution to global climate
change was analyzed using GHG emission modeling tools recommended by the
California Air Pollution Control Office Association, the URBEMIS model, and the
EMFAC model. The GHG emission impacts analysis considered all phases of project
planning, construction, and operation. Although the analysis was performed prior to the
amendments to the State CEQA Guidelines in March 2010, the analysis fulfills the
latest GHG analysis requirements under CEQA.

The results of the analysis determined that GHG emission impacts as a result of
construction and operation of the Recommended Project, Alternative 1A, would be
below the level of significance.

Incorporation of mitigation measures recommended in Section 3.2, Air, of the EIR
would be expected to not only reduce emissions of criteria pollutants, but would also
reduce GHG emissions of the Recommended Project. In addition, the LEED Platinum
Level design of the Recommended Project that incorporates energy-efficient measures
is consistent with sustainable measures recommended by the California Office of
Attorney General for addressing global warming impacts, and would reduce the
already less-than-significant GHG impacts of the Recommended Project.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Public Works, under delegated authority, utilized Sapphos Environmental, Inc., to
complete the EIR and required site studies and supporting documents for the project,
including a Phase | archeological survey and environmental site assessment, Phase Il
and Il archeological investigations, and archeological monitoring of geotechnical
investigations. Sapphos Environmental, Inc. will also provide management support to
the County throughout the project to achieve the environmental requirements.

Under an as-needed A/E consultant contract previously approved by your Board on
February 10, 2009, Public Works retained Tetra Design to prepare the design
documents for the rehabilitation of the Ranger's Residence, and to prepare scoping
documents and provide technical support services for the new interpretive center using
design-build.



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
December 14, 2010
Page 14

On February 10, 2009, Public Works issued the first part of the RFP to prequalify
prospective design-build firms while the scoping documents were being finalized by
Tetra Design. This contract opportunity was listed in the County's Doing Business with
Us website. The first part of the RFP required prospective design-build firms to submit
responses to a standardized prequalification questionnaire regarding their experience,
qualifications, and capacity to perform the work for the project. On March 12, 2009,
17 firms submitted prequalification questionnaires to provide design-build services for
the proposed project. Additionally, the RFP specified that the three highest-scoring,
prequalified proposers, identified by the evaluation committee, would be short-listed
and invited to participate in the second part of the RFP for submission of technical and
cost proposals. The three initially short-listed firms were PCL, Morley Builders, and
Matt Construction.

On November 5, 2009, Public Works requested technical and cost proposals from the
three short-listed prequalified firms. However, on November 24, 2009, Morley Builders
indicated that key members of their planned team would not be available for the
project, leaving the firm with insufficient resources to allocate to the project and
rendering the firm unable to meet the schedule requirements. Therefore, Morley
Builders declined to submit a technical and cost proposal. On December 2, 2009, the
fourth short-listed prequalified firm, Mallcraft, was requested to submit a technical and
cost proposal. On February 22, 2010, technical and cost proposals were submitted by
PCL, Matt Construction, and Mallcraft. On March 30, 2010, the submitted technical
and cost proposals were evaluated by the Evaluation Committee. The evaluation was
based on technical design, construction expertise, proposed delivery plans, schedule,
price, life cycle costs, skilled labor force availability, acceptable safety record, and
design-build team personnel and organization. The evaluation was completed without
regard to race, creed, color, or gender. PCL's proposal was determined to be the best
value. However, PCL's proposed price was approximately $500,000 higher than
Public Works' budgeted price of $4,400,000. Subsequently, Public Works conducted
negotiations with PCL for value engineering to reduce PCL's proposed price closer to
Public Works' budgeted price. These negotiations resulted in a negotiated contract
sum of $4,625,008.

The rehabilitation of the Ranger's Residence will be implemented using Public Works’
JOC Program.

The contract awarded to JOC contractor contains terms and conditions supporting your
Board's ordinances, policies, and programs, including, but not limited to, County's
Greater Avenues for Independence and General Relief Opportunities for Work
Programs (GAIN/GROW), Board Policy No. 5.050; Contract Language to Assist in
Placement of Displaced County Workers, Board Policy No. 5.110; Reporting of
Improper Solicitations, Board Policy No. 5.060; Notice to Contract Employees of
Newborn Abandonment Law (Safely Surrendered Baby Law), Board Policy No. 5.135;
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Contractor Employee Jury Service Program, Los Angeles County Code,
Chapter 2.203; Notice to Employees Regarding the Federal Earned Income Credit
(Federal Income Tax Law, Internal Revenue Service Notice 1015); Contractor
responsibility and Debarment, Los Angeles: County Code, Chapter 2.202; the Los
Angeles County's Child Support Compliance Program, Los Angeles County Code,
Chapter 2.200; and the standard Board-directed clauses that provide for contract
termination and renegotiation.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended actions will moderately impact park services during the construction
of the Recommended Project. The overnight group campground services and
reservations in addition to the “birds of prey” presentations will be suspended until
completion of the project. -

'CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to the Chief Executive Office (Capital
Projects Division); Parks and Recreation; and Public Works (Project Management
Division I).

Respectfully submitted,

©

WILLIA FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer

WTF.GF:DJT
DKM:AC:zu

Attachments (6)

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Affirmative Action Compliance
Arts Commission
County Counsel
Parks and Recreation
Public Works

K:2010Word/Fam/CP/Vasquez Rocks Interpretive Center 121410



ATTACHMENT A

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ADOPT THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM
APPROVE PROJECT AND BUDGET
DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AND

APPROVE RELATED ACTIONS

SPECS. 5469; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77092

(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

. PROJECT SCHEDULE (Interpretive Center and Site Improvements)

Project Activity Scheduled Completion Date
Prequalify Design-Builders 02/26/2009
Project Scoping Documents 11/05/2009
Award Design-Build Contract 11/30/2010
Design Documents 05/31/2011
Jurisdictional Approvals 07/31/2011
Construction Start 06/01/2011
Substantial Completion 03/31/2012
Final Acceptance 04/30/2012™*

* |t does not consider the 11 months required for some LEED credits to be completed, and the

LEED certification to be issued after the substantial completion.

Il. PROJECT SCHEDULE (Ranger's Residence)

Project Activity Scheduled Completion Date
Schematic Documents 03/12/2009
Construction Documents 06/30/2011
Jurisdictional Approvals 09/30/2011
Construction Start 12/01/2011
Substantial Completion 05/31/2012
Final Acceptance 07/31/2012
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Page 2
lll. PROJECT BUDGET SUMMARY
Project Activity Proposed Project
- Budget
Land Acquisition $0
Construction
Design-Build Contract (Interpretive Center and site utilities ) $4,625,008
Job Order Contract (Ranger's Residence) 390,000
Job Order Contract (Well Improvements) 53,000
Allowance (Water Treatment System) 198,000
Allowance (Design Completion) 65,893
Change Orders 463,099
Youth Employment 0
Telecomm Equip — Affixed to Building 150,000
Civic Arts 52,000
Other: Utility Connections 50,000
Other: Stipend to 2nd and 3rd Design-Build competitors 52,000
Subtotal $6,099,000
(I;’rogramming/DeveIopment (Scoping documents for Interpretive $220,000
enter
Plans )and Specifications (Ranger's Residence) $160,000
Consultant Services
(From 1998 to August 2008 when the scope was settled)
~ Site Planning $89,000
Environmental Documentation 195,100
Geotech/Soils Report, Soils Testing, and Inspection 22,600
Topographic Surveys, Alta Survey, Title Report 15,300
Other: Phase | Archeological Survey 359,000
Subtotal $681,000
(From September 2008 to the end of the Project)
Geotech/Soils Report, Soils Testing, and Inspection $50,000
Topographic Surveys, Alta Survey, Title Report 35,000
Hazardous Materials 15,000
Material Testing 45,000
Environmental (HABS) 77,500
Environmental Documentation and Monitoring 321,000
Other: Commissioning (LEED) 31,400
Other: Phase Il & Ill Environmental Investigation & Monitoring 158,000
Other: Gordian Group Fees 16,000
Other: Historic Consultant 22,000
Other: Exhibit Consuitant 24,000
Other: Wells Investigation & Design 90,000
Other: Air Quality 20,000
Subtotal $904,900
Miscellaneous Expenditures $4,960
Jurisdictional Review/Plan Check/Permit $56,000
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Project Activity Proposed Project
Budget
County Services
(From 1998 to August 2008 when the scope was settled)
Design Services (DPW Architectural Engineering Division) $4,300
Project Management 390,000
Other: DPW Mapping & Property Division 1,590
Other: DPW Survey Division 5,250
Subtotal $401,140
(From September 2008 to the end of the Project)
Quality Control Inspection (Including Code Compliance) $200,000
Design Review 80,000
Contract Administration 150,000
Project Management 700,000
ISD ITS Communications 25,000
Office of Affirmative Action 15,000
Other: DPW Waterworks Division 7,000
Subtotal $1,177,000

TOTAL

$9,704,000




ATTACHMENT B

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ADOPT THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM
APPROVE PROJECT AND BUDGET
DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AND
APPROVE RELATED ACTIONS
SPECS. 5469; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77092
(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Final Environmental Impact Report includes the following documents:
o Volume |, Draft Environmental Impact Report, dated December 7, 2006.
¢ Volume Il, Technical Appendices, dated December 7, 2006.
¢ Volume lli, Final Environmental Impact Report,

State Clearing House No. SCH 2006041080, dated August 2008.



ATTACHMENT C

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ADOPT THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM
APPROVE PROJECT AND BUDGET
DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AND

- APPROVE RELATED ACTIONS
SPECS. 5469; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77092
(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

FINDINGS OF FACT ANb STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Consideration; State Clearing House No.
SCH 2006041080, dated August 2008.



ATTACHMENT D

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ADOPT THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM
APPROVE PROJECT AND BUDGET
DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AND
APPROVE RELATED ACTIONS
SPECS. 5469; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77092
(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

Mitigation Monitoring Program; State Clearing House No. SCH 2006041080, dated
August 2008.



ATTACHMENT E

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
CERTIFY THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ADOPT THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM
APPROVE PROJECT AND BUDGET
DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO AWARD DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AND
APPROVE RELATED ACTIONS
SPECS. 5469; CAPITAL PROJECT NO. 77092
(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACT ANALYSIS

Global Climate Change Impact Analysis, dated July 2008.



ATTACHMENT F

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
VASQUEZ ROCKS NATURAL AREA PARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER PROJECT
C.P. 77092, GRANT NO. 1910-99-1120
YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN

BACKGROUND (Scope of Work)

The proposed project will retain, rehabilitate, and adaptively reuse the existing Ranger's
Residence to service as a administrative and staff office; demolish the detached garage;
construct a new 2,700-square-foot multi-purpose interpretive center that will be linked to
the Ranger's Residence by a connective courtyard; construct a new storage building, a
new fire-suppression water storage tank; improve Escondido Canyon Road, as it relates
to the project, and other related site improvements.

Tasks that May Be Performed by At-Risk Youth

The Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) will utilize youth for general
maintenance and servicing, including grounds maintenance and programming.

Estimated Cost of Youth Employment

The Department has a youth employment budget. The cost of using youth is flexible
and dependent upon the number of youth and hours needed for these services.

Method of Youth Employment

The Department has part-time youth employed in various areas of the Department
through its Youth Enhancing Parks Program (YEPP). This program allows youth to
work on projects based on their training, experience, and physical class as qualified.
Youth generally perform preconstruction, post construction, general maintenance and
servicing of project sites. Youth are managed and supervised by trained Department
staff. In addition, the Department requires contractors to make a good faith effort to
employ at-risk youth from the community in which the project is being carried out, in
compliance with the County’s definition of “at-risk youth”. The Department also has
contracts with local conservation corps groups to perform as-needed services suitable
for youth.

Youth Employment Goal:

Under the provisions of Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District’s
policy on employment of youth, the Youth Employment Minimum Obligation of the
County of Los Angeles in the amount of $15,739,750 has been met.
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SECTION ES
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Page ES-1

This section of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) provides a summary of the potential for
significant environmental impacts resulting from implementation of the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area
Park Interpretive Center (proposed project). The proposed project site is located within the Vasquez
Rocks Natural Area Park (Natural Area Park) located at 10700 West Escondido Canyon Road in the
unincorporated community of Agua Dulce in the Fifth Supervisorial District, County of Los Angeles,
California. The Natural Area Park is situated south of Escondido Canyon Road, approximately 0.25
mile east of Agua Dulce Canyon Road and 2 miles north of State Route 14 (SR-14; Antelope Valley
Freeway) in between the communities of Santa Clarita and Palmdale. The Natural Area Park is
contained within the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute series Agua Dulce topographic
quadrangle, Range 14 West, Township 5 North, Section 26.*

The proposed project consists of construction of a single-story, 2,700-square-foot Interpretive Center
within the Natural Area Park, to accommodate current park staff and provide space for educational and
staging purposes. In addition, the proposed project would involve the construction of a 30,000-square-
foot surface parking lot and the introduction of water efficient landscaping. The proposed project
would affect approximately 4.2 acres of the 932-acre Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park. The proposed
project includes plans for demolition of a historic structure, as well as relocation of existing facilities
within the existing area of the Natural Area Park.

ES.1  EXISTING FACILITIES

The proposed project site is located within the boundaries of the Natural Area Park, a regional
recreation and parks facility that serves the residents of the County of Los Angeles. The topography in
the vicinity of the proposed project site generally consists of low hills and shallow valleys, and
includes some steep rock outcroppings and their associated canyons. The proposed project site has
relatively flat terrain, with gentle downward slopes in a southerly direction. The elevation of the
proposed project site is approximately 2,489 feet above mean sea level.

The existing facilities at the proposed project site include the 1,044-square-foot, single-story vacant
historic structure, known as the Ranger’s Residence (former Toney residence).? The two-bedroom, one-
bath Ranger’s Residence is located in the center of the proposed project site. A detached office and
garage used for storage are located in the southwest portion of the Ranger’s Residence.

The proposed project site also contains gravel and paved driveways that lead from the main entrance
along Escondido Canyon Road to the residence and office trailer. Other existing on-site facilities
include a staff trailer, a wooden tool shed, a shelter enclosure for rescued animals, outdoor lecture
benches, an abandoned well for drinking water, and a restroom that is nonfunctional and being used
for storage.

tus. Geological Survey. Photorevised 1988. 7.5-Minute Series, Agua Dulce, California. Topographic Quadrangle. Reston,
VA,

2 County of Los Angeles. 17 April 2006. Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Initial Study. Prepared by:
Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA.
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SECTION ES
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Page ES-2

The Natural Area Park currently serves up to three concurrent educational classes on a daily basis.
However, the Natural Area Park facilities and support amenities do not adequately provide a quality
educational environment for these classes. The proposed project provides new and additional facilities
(interpretive facility, classroom, restrooms, and potable water) that would increase the quality of the
recreational experience for County residents and visitors.

ES.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

The proposed project consists of five distinct components: an interpretive center, parking lot,
landscape, support facilities, and demolition of the existing Ranger’s Residence.?

ES.2.1 Interpretive Center

The conceptual site plan includes the construction of a single-story, 2,700-square-foot interpretive
center to accommodate various educational, institutional, recreational, and civic-oriented activities.
The interpretive center would include a multi-purpose exhibit room with interpretive displays, a
classroom, office space for staff, new restrooms, a custodial room, and storage room. An entry plaza
would serve as the main entryway to the proposed interpretive center and would connect it to the
parking lot. The interpretive center would be constructed in accordance with county, state, and federal
building codes. Septic tanks would be used for water treatment purposes, as municipal sewer service
is currently unavailable at this location.

ES.2.2 Parking Lot

The proposed project includes the construction of a 30,000-square-foot surface parking lot, consisting
of 43 parking spaces (35 visitor, 5 staff, and 3 access spaces for the disabled) and a bus drop-off area
accommodating two visitor buses. A compacted, yet permeable surface material is proposed for the
parking lot and driveways.

ES.2.3 Landscaping

The conceptual site plan specifies the use of indigenous plants to be used as landscape screening and
as a low-flow irrigation system, which would help limit the use of potable water for landscape
irrigation. The County Code specifies that the director of the County of Los Angeles Department of
Parks and Recreation (LADPR) has the right to make determinations to plant, trim, modify, and/or
remove plants and trees on public lands.* The proposed project would be subject to review and
oversight by LADPR to ensure consistency with the goals and policies of the County General Plan and
applicable County ordinances.

3 Randall Stout Architects, Inc. 25 April 2005. Conceptual Site Plan for Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Interpretive Center. Los
Angeles, CA.

* Los Angeles County Code, 16.76.010. Available at: http://ordlink.com/codes/lacounty/index.htm
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ES.2.4 Support Facilities

The existing outdoor lecture benches, shelter enclosures for rescued animals, and storage and trash
containers would be relocated and improved on the proposed project site. Utility lines supporting the
proposed project would be located underground. A water storage tank would be located on the
proposed project site for the fire suppression system.

ES.2.5 Demolition of Ranger’s Residence

The proposed project includes plans to demolish an existing historic structure, the Ranger’s Residence,
to accommodate the new structures and improvements. The Ranger’s Residence is located in the
center of the proposed project site and currently functions as storage space.

ES.3 AREAS OF KNOWN CONTROVERSY

This EIR addresses the areas of controversy known to the County and those raised by agencies,
organizations, and the public during the scoping process for the proposed project. Eight primary areas
of controversy have been raised in relation to the proposed project:

Aesthetics

The County is aware that, pursuant to the State of California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines
(State CEQA Guidelines), the demolition of the Ranger’s Residence, a historical resource, is considered
a significant impact to the existing visual character of the Natural Area Park. Section 3.1, Aesthetics,
of this EIR analyzes the impacts to aesthetics resulting from construction of the proposed project.
Mitigation measures have been specified that would be capable of reducing the impacts to aesthetics
to the maximum extent practicable.

Air Quality

The County is aware that the construction and operation of the proposed project would have the
potential to result in air quality impacts related to air emissions. Section 3.2, Air Quality, of this EIR
analyzes the impacts to air quality from construction and operation of the proposed project. Mitigation
measures have been specified that would be capable, with the exception of nitrogen oxides (NO,), of
reducing all construction impacts to air quality to below the level of significance.

Biological Resources

The County is aware that the proposed project has the potential to affect the biological resources of
the Natural Area Park. Section 3.3, Biological Resources, of this EIR analyzes the impacts to biological
resources from construction of the proposed project. The proposed project was found to not result in
significant impacts related to biological resources. Therefore, no mitigation measures were required.
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Cultural Resources

The County is aware that the project has the potential to affect paleontological, archaeological, and
historic resources related to the cultural resources of the Natural Area Park. Section 3.4, Cultural
Resources, of this EIR analyzes the impacts to cultural resources from construction of the proposed
project. Mitigation measures have been specified that would be capable of reducing the impacts to
paleontological and archaeological resources to below the level of significance. However, due to the
demolition of the historic Ranger’s Residence, mitigation measures are not capable of reducing impacts
to historic resources below the level of significance, but only to the maximum extent practicable.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

The County is aware of potential risks to people and property from transport, handling, and storage
of hazardous materials related to the proposed project. Section 3.5, Hazards and Hazardous Materials,
of this EIR analyzes the potential impacts to people and property from hazards and hazardous materials
resulting from construction of the proposed project. Mitigation measures have been specified that
would be capable of reducing the impacts to hazards and hazardous materials to below the level of
significance.

Hydrology and Water Quality

The County is aware of potential impacts to hydrology and water quality resulting from construction
of the proposed project. Section 3.6, Hydrology and Water Quality, of this EIR analyzes the potential
impacts to hydrology and water quality resulting from construction of the proposed project. Mitigation
measures have been specified that would be capable of reducing the impacts to hydrology and water
quality to below the level of significance.

Land Use and Planning

The County is aware of the potential significant impacts related to conflicts with adopted relevant plans
and policies in the proposed project area. Section 3.7, Land Use and Planning, of this EIR analyzes the
impacts to land use and planning resulting from demolition of the Ranger’s Residence, a historic
resource, pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines. Mitigation measures have been specified that would
be capable of reducing the impacts to land use and planning to the maximum extent practicable.

Recreation

The County is aware that the proposed project has the potential to result in physical adverse effects
to the environment related to recreation with demolition of the Ranger’s Residence, a historic resource.
Section 3.8, Recreation, of this EIR analyzes the potential impacts to recreation resulting from
construction and operation of the proposed project. Mitigation measures have been specified that
would be capable of reducing the impacts to recreation to the maximum extent practicable.
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ES.4  ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED

The analysis undertaken in support of the Initial Study determined that there are several environmental
issue areas pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines that are not expected to have significant impacts
resulting from implementation of the proposed project: agricultural resources, geology and soils,
mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, transportation and traffic, and
utilities and service systems.® Therefore, these issue areas were not carried forward for detailed analysis
in the EIR. The environmental issues identified in the Initial Study that need to be resolved in this EIR
include aesthetics, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, hazards and hazardous
materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, and recreation.

ES.5 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

The analysis undertaken in support of this EIR has determined that impacts to air quality, hazards and
hazardous materials, and hydrology and water quality would be reduced to the level below
significance with application of mitigation measures. Although construction of the proposed project
would result in short-term mitigable impacts to air quality relating to the emission of nitrogen oxides
(NOX), all other air quality impacts would be mitigated below the level of significance.

However, the proposed project would result in significant unavoidable impacts to aesthetics, cultural
resources, land use, and recreation through the demolition of the Ranger’s Residence. The Ranger’s
Residence is considered a significant historic resource pursuant to CEQA. The removal of the
character-defining historic Ranger’s Residence would alter the existing visual character of the site and
its surroundings. Although application of mitigation measures Cultural-1 through Cultural-4 would
reduce impacts to paleontology and archaeology to a level below significance, mitigation measures
Cultural-5 and Cultural-6 would reduce impacts to historic resources to the maximum extent
practicable but not below the level of significance.

Table ES.5-1, Summary of Impacts, presents potentially significant impacts related to each issue area
analyzed that might result or can be reasonably expected to result from implementation of the
proposed project. Table ES.5-1 also presents the measures that can mitigate the significant impacts, and
the level of significance after mitigation for each issue area analyzed in the EIR.

° County of Los Angeles. 17 April 2006. Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Initial Study. Prepared by:
Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA.
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TABLE ES.5-1
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

Impact Mitigation Measure Level of Significance after Mitigation

Aesthetics

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential | Measure Cultural-5 Implementation of mitigation measures Cultural-5
to result in impacts to aesthetics related to visual character and -6 would be capable of reducing the effects
with demolition of the Ranger’s Residence, a historic | The County of Los Angeles shall require and be responsible for ensuring that data recording and documentation of the Ranger’s Residence | related to aesthetics to the maximum extent
resources pursuant to CEQA. complex, including the house, garage, stone wall and pillars, stone feature, and mature trees, scheduled for demolition are completed prior to | practicable.

the authorization of demolition of any historic structure. Prior to the initiation of any project-related demolition or construction work on an
historic building, the County shall ensure the preparation of Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation for all the historic
structures within the proposed project site. The documentation shall include the appropriate California Department of Parks and Recreation
Historic Resources Inventory forms (DPR 523 series) and shall be in accordance with the applicable standards described in the Secretary of
Interior Standards for Architectural and Engineering Documentation. The original historic report shall be deposited at the proposed interpretive
center at Vasquez Rocks. An archival copy of the HABS documentation shall also be offered to the branch of the Los Angeles County Library
closest to Agua Dulce; Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society; City of Los Angeles Public Library; main branch of the County of Los Angeles
Public Library; SCCIC at California State University, Fullerton; and the National Park Service for transmittal to the Library of Congress.
Completion of this measure shall be monitored and enforced by the County.

Measure Cultural-6

The County shall require and be responsible for ensuring that the history of the Ranger’s Residence be integrated into the permanent exhibit
at the proposed interpretive center and/or into a brochure to be made available to park visitors. The retrospective exhibit or brochure shall
include the building’s association with the area’s early settlers and important patterns of development in the Agua Dulce region. A historian
or architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Qualification Standards for History or Architectural History shall be engaged
to research and write the exhibit or brochure. The exhibit or brochure shall be completed within two years of project completion.

Air Quality

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential | Measure Air-1 Implementation of mitigation measures Air-1
to result in impacts to air quality related to air emissions. through Air-8 would reduce potential impacts on
In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by grading, the County of Los Angeles shall require wetting of soils at least two times per day | air quality from the construction and operation of
for all grading activities undertaken to implement the specified project components that would be expected to affect areas of greater than 1 acre | the proposed project to below the level of
in size as a means of reducing PM10 emissions to the maximum extent practicable. Prior to advertising for construction bids, the County of Los | significance.

Angeles shall ensure that the plans and specifications include the requirement for the construction contractor to ensure that wetting of soils is
done on a daily basis. The construction contractor shall demonstrate compliance with this measure through the submission of monthly
monitoring reports to the lead agency or designee.

Measure Air-2

In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by fugitive dust, the County of Los Angeles shall require construction contractors to wash
equipment that will travel on public roads prior to leaving construction sites where equipment has been exposed to mud as a means of reducing
PM10 emissions to the maximum extent possible. Prior to advertising for construction bids, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure that the plans
and specifications include the requirement for the construction contractor to ensure that mud-covered tires and undercarriages of trucks are
washed prior to leaving construction sites. The construction contractor shall demonstrate compliance with this measure through the submission
of monthly monitoring reports to the lead agency or designee.
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Impact

Mitigation Measure

Level of Significance after Mitigation

Measure Air-3

In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by fugitive dust, the County of Los Angeles shall require construction contractors to maintain
adjacent public roads free of mud and debris from the construction site on a daily basis, as a means of reducing PM10 emissions to the
maximum extent practicable. Prior to advertising for construction bids, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure that the plans and specifications
include the requirement for the construction contractor to provide for street sweeping, as needed, on adjacent roadways to remove dirt dropped
by construction vehicles or mud that would otherwise be carried off by trucks departing project sites. The construction contractor shall
demonstrate compliance with this measure through the submission of monthly monitoring reports to the lead agency or designee.

Measure Air-4

In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by fugitive dust, the County of Los Angeles shall require that construction contractors cover
all trucks hauling dirt on public roads as a means of reducing PM10 emissions to the maximum extent practicable. Prior to advertising for
construction bids, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure that the plans and specifications include the requirement for the construction
contractor to ensure that loads of dirt are securely covered with a tight-fitting tarp on any truck leaving or entering the construction sites to bring
fill dirt to the site or to dispose of excavated soil. The construction contractor shall demonstrate compliance with this measure through the
submission of monthly monitoring reports to the lead agency or designee.

Measure Air-5

In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by fugitive dust, the County of Los Angeles shall require that grading activities cease during
periods when winds exceed 25 miles per hour as a means of reducing PM10 emissions to the maximum extent practicable. All dirt stockpiles
shall be covered with tarps to avoid any fugitive dust. Prior to advertising for construction bids, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure that the
plans and specifications include the requirement for the construction contractor to ensure that grading is ceased during periods when winds
exceed 25 miles per hour. The construction contractor shall demonstrate compliance with this measure through the submission of monthly
monitoring reports to the lead agency or designee.

Measure Air-6

In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by construction equipment, the County of Los Angeles shall require of the construction
contractor that all construction equipment not expected to be used for a period in excess of 5 minutes be turned off as a means of reducing NOx
emissions to the maximum extent practicable. Prior to advertising for construction bids, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure that the plans
and specifications require the construction contractor to shut off engines when not in use. Specifications shall require the construction contractor
to certify monthly to the lead agency or designee that construction equipment is being maintained in peak operating condition.

Measure Air-7

In order to mitigate the air quality impact caused by construction equipment, the County of Los Angeles shall require of the construction
contractor that all construction equipment use particulate filters on all off-road diesel equipment. The contractor should also install diesel-cooled
exhaust gas re-circulation (EGR) devices on all off-road diesel equipment where feasible. Prior to advertising for construction bids, the County
of Los Angeles shall ensure that the plans and specifications require the construction contractor to use particulate filters on all off-road diesel
equipment and install diesel-cooled EGR devices on all off-road diesel equipment where feasible.
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Impact

Mitigation Measure

Level of Significance after Mitigation

Measure Air-8

Because of the diesel equipment and diesel trucks used, particulate emissions would be high without mitigation. Construction workers shall
be advised to wear masks when working near diesel equipment or diesel trucks. All diesel equipment shall be fitted with particulate filters or
traps to protect both workers and sensitive receptors.

Biological Resources

The analysis undertaken for this EIR determined that no significant impacts related to biological resources would arise from implementation of the proposed project. Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.

Cultural Resources

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to cultural resources related to
paleontological resources with demolition of the Ranger’s
Residence, a historic resources pursuant to CEQA.

Measure Cultural-1

The impacts to cultural resources related directly or indirectly to the destruction of a unique paleontological resource from the proposed project
shall be reduced to below the level of significance through the salvage of paleontological resources that result from all earthmoving activities
involving disturbances of the older Quaternary Alluvium. Ground-disturbing activities include, but are not limited to, drilling, excavation,
trenching, and grading. Where any such activity is anticipated, construction monitoring shall be required. The County of Los Angeles shall
require and be responsible for construction monitoring, salvage , and recovery of unique paleontological resources consistent with standards
for such recovery established by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology:

- Construction monitoring by qualified paleontological monitor shall be implemented during all earthmoving activities that
involve disturbance of native soil. Should a potentially unique paleontological resource be encountered, a qualified
paleontologist will be contacted.

- If fossil localities are discovered, the paleontologist will proceed accordingly. This includes the controlled collection of fossil
and geologic samples for processing.

- All significant specimens collected shall be appropriately prepared, identified, and catalogued prior to their placement in a
permanent accredited repository. The qualified paleontologist shall be required to secure a written agreement with a
recognized repository, regarding the final disposition, permanent storage, and maintenance of any significant fossil remains
and associated specimen data and corresponding geologic and geographic site data that might be recovered as a result of the
specified monitoring program. The written agreement shall specify the level of treatment (i.e., preparation, identification,
curation, cataloguing, etc.) required before the fossil collection would be accepted for storage. In addition, a technical report
shall be completed.

- Daily logs shall be kept by the qualified paleontological monitor during all monitoring activities. The daily monitoring log shall
be keyed to a location map to indicate the area monitored, the date, and assigned personnel. In addition, this log shall include
information of the type of rock encountered, fossil specimens recovered, and associated specimen data. Within 90 days of the
completion of the paleontological monitoring, the mitigation report shall be submitted to the County of Los Angeles with an
appended, itemized inventory of the specimens. The report and inventory, when submitted to the County, signify the
completion of the program to mitigate impacts to paleontological resources.

Implementation of mitigation measures Cultural-1
would be capable of reducing the effects related
to paleontological resources to below the level of
significance.
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Mitigation Measure

Level of Significance after Mitigation

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to cultural resources related to
archaeological resources with demolition of the Ranger’s
Residence, a historic resources pursuant to CEQA.

Measure Cultural-2

Prior to the initiation of any construction-related ground disturbing activity, the County shall require and be responsible for ensuring that Phase
Il (testing) and Phase Il (data recovery) archaeological investigations are completed for the portion of CA-LAN-360 that is located in the proposed
project site. Ground-disturbing activities include, but are not limited to, surficial grubbing, drilling, excavation, trenching, and grading. The
significance of the Vasquez Rocks Archaeological District and CA-LAN-360 have already been established through listing in the NRHP and the
CRHR; therefore, the Phase Il (testing) and Phase Il (data recovery) investigations shall be implemented simultaneously. A Native American
monitor, suggested by the NAHC as the most likely descendant from the early inhabitants of the Vasquez Rocks Area, shall be present on site
during the implementation of the Phase Il and Phase Il investigations. A qualified archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards shall be retained to prepare a research design and data recovery plan, including disposition and curation of any artifacts collected,
that shall include:

- Mapping and systematic collection of surface artifacts

- Subsurface investigation through shovel test pits, surface scrapes, controlled 1 x 1 m units, or a combination of such methods

- Analysis of recovered material

- Preparation of a report (including archaeological site record updates, DPR 523 series forms, as required)

- Full data recovery before grading

- Submission of the research design and report to the South Central Coastal Information Center at California State University,
Fullerton

Measure Cultural-3

The County shall require and be responsible for ensuring that a qualified archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards shall
monitor all ground disturbance activities in areas or at depths that have not been previously affected by the Phase Il and Il investigations. The
archaeological monitor shall have the authority to halt work in the event that archaeological resources are encountered, in order to identify,
recover, and record the finds so that construction may resume. A Native American monitor, suggested by the NAHC as the most likely
descendant from the early inhabitants of the Vasquez Rocks Area, shall be present on site during all ground-disturbing activities.

A qualified archaeologist, or an equally qualified designee, shall attend a preconstruction briefing, and provide information regarding regulatory
requirements for the protection of historical resources and unique archaeological resources and procedures to be followed in the event that
human remains are discovered. In accordance with Health and Safety Code Sections 7050 and 7052, in the event of the discovery of human
remains, all work must cease and the Los Angeles County Coroner shall be notified. The Coroner shall determine within 24 hours if the remains
are Native American. If the coroner determines that the remains are of Native American Origin, the Coroner shall notify the Native American
Heritage Commission, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. Upon discovery of human remains, there shall be no further
excavation or disturbance of the site or any reasonable nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until the Los
Angeles County Coroner has been informed and has determined that no investigation of the cause of death is required, and if the remains are
of Native American origin, the descendants from the deceased Native Americans have made a recommendation to the County of Los Angeles
for means of treating or resolving with appropriate dignity the disposition of human remains and any associated grave goods as provided in the
Public Resources Code Section 5097.98.

Implementation of mitigation measures Cultural-2,
-3 and -4 would be capable of reducing the effects
related to archaeological resources to below the
level of significance.
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Level of Significance after Mitigation

A qualified archaeologist shall maintain daily monitoring logs keyed to a location map to indicate the area monitored, the date, assigned
personnel, and the results of monitoring, including the recovery of archaeological material, sketches of recovered materials, and associated
geographic site data. Within 90 days of the completion of the archaeological monitoring, a monitoring report shall be submitted to the County
of Los Angeles and to SCCIC at California State University, Fullerton.

Measure Cultural-4

The County shall require and be responsible for the design and implementation of a protection program to ensure the preservation of the
archaeological resources at Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park, including the Vasquez Rocks Archaeological District and its component sites,
through protection from damage occurring as a result of project construction and operation. The program shall include, at a minimum:

- Construction areas shall be clearly marked by a temporary fence or construction tape. Access by construction personnel to
areas outside the designated construction areas shall be restricted.

- Movement of equipment and accumulation of construction debris shall be limited to areas designated for such purposes.

- An escort by a park official, an archaeologist, or the equivalent shall be required in the event that it is necessary for
construction personnel to work outside the designated construction areas.

- In accordance with current park practices, public access to archaeological sites near the proposed project site shall be
prohibited. Off-limit areas shall be protected through fencing, signage, or a combination of these and other methods.

- Illegal collection of artifacts shall be discouraged through educational programs, signage, and enforcement of Penal Code
Section 622.5.

- In accordance with current park practices, existing trails leading to archaeological sites shall be unmarked, left overgrown, or
otherwise treated to discourage hikers from entering the off-limit areas.

- In accordance with current park practices, archaeological sites shall be monitored on a regular basis.

The protection program shall be adopted by the County prior to the initiation of any construction activities.

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to cultural resources related to
historical resources with demolition of the Ranger’s
Residence, a historic resources pursuant to CEQA.

Measure Cultural-5

The County of Los Angeles shall require and be responsible for ensuring that data recording and documentation of the Ranger’s Residence
complex, including the house, garage, stone wall and pillars, stone feature, and mature trees, scheduled for demolition are completed prior to
the authorization of demolition of any historic structure. Prior to the initiation of any project-related demolition or construction work on an
historic building, the County shall ensure the preparation of Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation for all the historic
structures within the proposed project site. The documentation shall include the appropriate California Department of Parks and Recreation
Historic Resources Inventory forms (DPR 523 series) and shall be in accordance with the applicable standards described in the Secretary of
Interior Standards for Architectural and Engineering Documentation. The original historic report shall be deposited at the proposed interpretive
center at Vasquez Rocks. An archival copy of the HABS documentation shall also be offered to the branch of the Los Angeles County Library
closest to Agua Dulce; Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society; City of Los Angeles Public Library; main branch of the County of Los Angeles
Public Library; SCCIC at California State University, Fullerton; and the National Park Service for transmittal to the Library of Congress.
Completion of this measure shall be monitored and enforced by the County.

Implementation of mitigation measures Cultural-5
and -6 would be capable of reducing the effects
related to historic resources to the maximum
extent practicable.
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Measure Cultural-6

The County shall require and be responsible for ensuring that the history of the Ranger’s Residence be integrated into the permanent exhibit
at the proposed interpretive center and/or into a brochure to be made available to park visitors. The retrospective exhibit or brochure shall
include the building’s association with the area’s early settlers and important patterns of development in the Agua Dulce region. A historian
or architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Qualification Standards for History or Architectural History shall be engaged
to research and write the exhibit or brochure. The exhibit or brochure shall be completed within two years of project completion.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to hazards and hazardous materials.

Measure Hazards-1

To avoid impacts related to the exposure of construction workers to potential ACMs, LBPs, and PCBs during demolition and construction
activities, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure that the plans and specifications for all work at the proposed project meets all applicable
federal, state, and local requirements. The Plan shall address methods for remediating any ACMs, LBPs, and PCBs that are identified. The
construction contractor shall submit the Plan to the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works for review and approval prior to the
initiation of demolition and construction activities.

Specifically, prior to demolition or renovation of buildings at the proposed project site, the County of Los Angeles shall conduct surveys to
determine the presence of ACMs, LBPs, and PCBs. If ACMs, LBPs, and PCBs are identified, the County shall prepare an Operations and
Maintenance Plan that meets all applicable federal, state, and local requirements. This plan shall address methods for safely maintaining the
ACMs, LBPs, and PCBs that are to be left in place at the proposed project site. The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works shall
monitor conformance of the Plan through demolition and construction activities of the proposed project.

Measure Hazards-2

To avoid impacts related to exposure of the public to hazards during transport of ACMs, LBPs, and PCBs, the County of Los Angeles shall ensure
that plans and specifications for all work conducted at the proposed project site require the construction contractor to transport, store, and handle
construction-related hazardous materials in a manner consistent with relevant regulations and guidelines. Specifically, the transport, storage,
and handling of construction-related hazardous materials shall conform to the guidelines recommended by the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans).

Measure Hazards-3

To reduce the impact related to the proposed project site being located within an airport land use plan or within 2 miles of an existing airport
or private airstrip, the proposed project proponent and the Federal Aviation Administration shall ensure through their construction permitting
process, or through enforcement of contractual obligations for their own projects, that all contractors adhere to all federal, state, and local
requirements in a manner consistent with relevant public safety regulations and guidelines.

Implementation of mitigation measures Hazards-1,
-2, and -3 would be capable of reducing the
effects related to hazards to below the level of
significance.
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Hydrology and Water Quality

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to hydrology and water quality.

Measure Hydrology-1

The County of Los Angeles shall require the construction contractor to avoid erosion, transport of pollutants, and siltation during construction
of the proposed project. Prior to final plans and specifications, the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works shall require that the
construction contractor for the proposed project be required to comply with the General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit. Such
compliance measures would at a minimum include preparation and implementation of a Local Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and a
wet Season Erosion Control Plan (for work between October 15 and April 15). These plans shall incorporate all applicable BMPs described in
the California Storm Water Best Management Practice Handbook, Construction Activity into the construction phase of the project. Prior to
construction, temporary measures must be implemented in order to prevent transport of Pollutants of Concern from the construction site to the
storm drainage system. The BMPs should apply to both the actual work areas as well as contractor staging areas. Selection of construction related
BMPs would be in accordance with the requirements of the City of Los Angeles Storm Water Program, Development Best Management Practices
Handbook, Part A, Construction Activities.

Measure Hydrology-2
Prior to final plans and specifications for all elements of the proposed project, the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works shall

review the plans and specifications for all elements to ensure that the plans and specifications require the construction contractor to prepare
a SUSMP for construction activities and implement BMPs for construction, materials, and waste handling activities, which include the following:

- Schedule excavation, grading, and paving activities for dry weather periods.

- Control the amount of runoff crossing the construction site by means of berms and drainage ditches to divert water flow around
the site.

- Identify potential pollution sources from materials and wastes that will be used, stored, or disposed of on the job site.

- Inform contractors and subcontractors about the clean storm water requirements and enforce their responsibilities in pollution
prevention.

The Construction Contractor shall incorporate SUSMP requirements and BMPs to mitigate storm water runoff, that include the following:

- The incorporation of bioretention facilities located within the project area.
- The incorporation of catch basin filtration systems.
- The use of porous pavements to reduce runoff volume.

Measure Hydrology-3

The County of Los Angeles shall require the construction contractor to undertake daily street sweeping and trash removal, throughout the
construction of the proposed project, to avoid degradation of water quality. Prior to final plans and specifications for the proposed project, the
County of Los Angeles shall review the plans and specifications for the roadway and ensure that the construction documents include a
requirement that the contractor provide daily street sweeping and trash removal to prevent degradation of water quality.

Implementation of mitigation measures
Hydrology-1, -2, and -3 would be capable of
reducing the effects related to hydrology and
water quality to below the level of significance.
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Land Use and Planning

CEQA.

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to land use and planning related to
conflicts with adopted plans with demolition of the
Ranger’s Residence, a historic resources pursuant to

Measure Cultural-5

The County of Los Angeles shall require and be responsible for ensuring that data recording and documentation of the Ranger’s Residence
complex, including the house, garage, stone wall and pillars, stone feature, and mature trees, scheduled for demolition are completed prior to
the authorization of demolition of any historic structure. Prior to the initiation of any project-related demolition or construction work on an
historic building, the County shall ensure the preparation of Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation for all the historic
structures within the proposed project site. The documentation shall include the appropriate California Department of Parks and Recreation
Historic Resources Inventory forms (DPR 523 series) and shall be in accordance with the applicable standards described in the Secretary of
Interior Standards for Architectural and Engineering Documentation. The original historic report shall be deposited at the proposed interpretive
center at Vasquez Rocks. An archival copy of the HABS documentation shall also be offered to the branch of the Los Angeles County Library
closest to Agua Dulce; Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society; City of Los Angeles Public Library; main branch of the County of Los Angeles
Public Library; SCCIC at California State University, Fullerton; and the National Park Service for transmittal to the Library of Congress.
Completion of this measure shall be monitored and enforced by the County.

Measure Cultural-6

The County shall require and be responsible for ensuring that the history of the Ranger’s Residence be integrated into the permanent exhibit
at the proposed interpretive center and/or into a brochure to be made available to park visitors. The retrospective exhibit or brochure shall
include the building’s association with the area’s early settlers and important patterns of development in the Agua Dulce region. A historian
or architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Qualification Standards for History or Architectural History shall be engaged
to research and write the exhibit or brochure. The exhibit or brochure shall be completed within two years of project completion.

Implementation of mitigation measures Cultural-5
and -6 would be capable of reducing the effects
related to land use and planning to the maximum
extent practicable.

Recreation

CEQA.

Implementation of the proposed project has the potential
to result in impacts to recreation related to a significant
adverse effect on the environment with demolition of the
Ranger’s Residence, a historic resources pursuant to

Measure Cultural-5

The County of Los Angeles shall require and be responsible for ensuring that data recording and documentation of the Ranger’s Residence
complex, including the house, garage, stone wall and pillars, stone feature, and mature trees, scheduled for demolition are completed prior to
the authorization of demolition of any historic structure. Prior to the initiation of any project-related demolition or construction work on an
historic building, the County shall ensure the preparation of Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation for all the historic
structures within the proposed project site. The documentation shall include the appropriate California Department of Parks and Recreation
Historic Resources Inventory forms (DPR 523 series) and shall be in accordance with the applicable standards described in the Secretary of
Interior Standards for Architectural and Engineering Documentation. The original historic report shall be deposited at the proposed interpretive
center at Vasquez Rocks. An archival copy of the HABS documentation shall also be offered to the branch of the Los Angeles County Library
closest to Agua Dulce; Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society; City of Los Angeles Public Library; main branch of the County of Los Angeles
Public Library; SCCIC at California State University, Fullerton; and the National Park Service for transmittal to the Library of Congress.
Completion of this measure shall be monitored and enforced by the County.

Implementation of mitigation measures
Recreation-1, Cultural-5, and Cultural-6 would be
capable of reducing the effects related to
recreation to the maximum extent practicable.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center
December 7, 2006
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Impact

Mitigation Measure

Level of Significance after Mitigation

Measure Cultural-6

The County shall require and be responsible for ensuring that the history of the Ranger’s Residence be integrated into the permanent exhibit
at the proposed interpretive center and/or into a brochure to be made available to park visitors. The retrospective exhibit or brochure shall
include the building’s association with the area’s early settlers and important patterns of development in the Agua Dulce region. A historian
or architectural historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Qualification Standards for History or Architectural History shall be engaged
to research and write the exhibit or brochure. The exhibit or brochure shall be completed within two years of project completion.

Measure Recreation-1

Potential impacts to the bridle path located west of the proposed project site shall be avoided or a detour provided. Prior to completing the final
project design, the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation shall revise the project plans and specifications and the
Construction Site Logistics Plan to ensure that construction (including access, egress, and staging) does not encroach or adversely affect the bridle
path. Should it be determined that it is infeasible to avoid encroachment, a trail detour shall be provided with adequate construction barriers
or screen to protect recreation users.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center
December 7, 2006
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ES.6 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

As a result of the project formulation process, the County of Los Angeles explored alternatives to the
proposed project to assess their ability to meet most of the objectives of the project and reduce
significant effects of the proposed project. Alternative projects recommended by the scoping process
were evaluated as related to the project objectives and their ability to reduce significant impacts as
described in Section 4.0 of this EIR. Two project alternatives required under CEQA have been carried
forward for detailed analysis in this EIR. The alternatives that are carried forward for detailed analysis
include the following:

- No Project Alternative

- Alternative 1: Connected Ranger’s Residence and Interpretive Center

- Alternative 2: Separated Ranger’s Residence and Interpretive Center
Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared by the County of Los Angeles, in
consultation with Sapphos Environmental, Inc., to assess the environmental consequences of the
Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center (proposed project). The County of Los Angeles
is the lead agency for the proposed project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

1.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF EIR

The County of Los Angeles has prepared this EIR to support the fulfillment of the six major goals of
CEQA:

- To disclose to the decision makers and the public significant environmental effects of
the proposed activities

- To identify ways to avoid or reduce environmental damage

- To prevent environmental damage by requiring implementation of feasible alternatives
or mitigation measures

- To disclose to the public reasons for agency approvals of projects with significant
environmental effects

- To foster interagency coordination in the review of projects

- To enhance public participation in the planning process

Although the EIR neither controls nor anticipates the ultimate decision on the proposed project, the
County of Los Angeles and other agencies that rely on this EIR must consider the information in the
EIR and make findings concerning each potentially significant impact identified.

1.1.1 Intent of CEQA

As provided in the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et seq.),
public agencies are charged with the duty to avoid or minimize environmental damage where feasible.
In discharging this duty, the County of Los Angeles has an obligation to balance a variety of public
objectives, including economic, environmental, and social issues (Section 15021 of the State CEQA
Guidelines). The findings and conclusions of the EIR regarding environmental impacts do not control
the County of Los Angeles decision to approve, deny, or modify the proposed project, but instead are
presented as information intended to aid the decision-making process. Sections 15122 through 15132
of the State CEQA Guidelines describe the required content of an EIR: a description of the project and
the environmental setting (existing conditions), an environmental impact analysis, mitigation measures,
alternatives, significant irreversible environmental changes, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative
impacts. As a project-level EIR, this portion of the document primarily focuses on the changes in the
environment that would result from construction and the operation of the proposed project. The
County of Los Angeles is required to consider the information in the EIR, along with any other relevant
information, in making final decisions on the proposed project (Section 15121 of the State CEQA
Guidelines).

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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1.1.2 Environmental Review Process

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) concerning the Initial Study for the proposed project was circulated for
a 30-day review period that began on April 17, 2006 and closed on May 17, 2006. In response to
requests from the community during the scoping meeting, the County provided an additional 30 days
for public comments, which ended on June 17, 2006. Copies of the NOP and the comment letters
submitted in response to the Initial Study are included in Appendix B, Initial Study, Notice of
Preparation, and Comment Letter. The Initial Study prepared for the proposed project identified the
environmental issue areas potentially subject to significant impacts.

The NOP and Initial Study were sent to the State Clearinghouse on April 12, 2006 and distributed to
various federal, state, regional and local government agencies (Appendix B). A public Notice of
Availability (NOA) of the NOP was published in the Country Journal, the Signal, the Antelope Valley
Daily News, the Antelope Valley Press, and the San Fernando Valley Daily News. The NOP and Initial
Study were mailed directly to more than 20 agencies and interested parties and posted at the Canyon
Country and Quartz Hill libraries. The NOP advertised a public scoping meeting for interested parties
to receive information on the proposed project and the CEQA process, and provided an opportunity
for the submission of comments. The scoping meeting facilitated early consultation with interested
parties in compliance with Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The meeting was held on
May 3, 2006, at the League of Women’s Club, 33201 Agua Dulce Canyon Road, Agua Dulce,
California, 91390. A total of 17 individuals attended the scoping meeting. The County of Los Angeles
requested information from the public related to the range of actions under consideration, alternatives,
mitigation measures, and significant effects to be analyzed in depth in the EIR. All verbal and written
comments related to environmental issues that were provided during public review of the NOP and
at scoping meetings have been taken into consideration in the preparation of this EIR (Appendix B).
This EIR considers alternatives that are capable of avoiding or reducing significant effects of the
proposed project. The comment period on the NOP and Initial Study closed on June 17, 2006. A total
of one comment letter was received in response to the NOP and Initial Study.

Based on the analysis undertaken in the Initial Study, the County of Los Angeles determined that the
proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment and that the preparation of an EIR
would be required. As a result of the analysis undertaken in the Initial Study, it was determined that
the proposed project would not be expected to result in impacts to agricultural resources, geology and
soils, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, transportation and traffic, and
utilities and service systems;* therefore, no additional analysis of these issues is required in this EIR.
However, the analysis in the Initial Study concluded that the proposed project had the potential to
result in significant impacts related to eight environmental issue areas that are the subject of the
detailed evaluation undertaken in this EIR:

- Aesthetics
- Air Quality
- Biological Resources

! County of Los Angeles. 17 April 2006. Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Initial Study. Prepared by:
Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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Cultural Resources

Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use and Planning
Recreation

This EIR will be distributed to various federal, state, regional, and local government agencies and
interested organizations and individuals for a 45-day public review period. This EIR will be provided
to the State Clearinghouse on December 7, 2006 for additional distribution to agencies. In addition,
a public NOA of the EIR will be published in the Country Journal, the Signal, the Antelope Valley
Daily News, the Antelope Valley Press, and the San Fernando Valley Daily News, and will be mailed
directly to interested parties requesting the document. The dates of the public review period are
specified on the transmittal memo accompanying this EIR. In addition, copies of this EIR are available
during the public review period at the following libraries:

Canyon Country Library 18601 Soledad Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Telephone Number: (661) 251-2720
Hours of Operation: Monday through Wednesday (10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)
Thursday and Friday (10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.)
Saturday (10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Sunday (closed)

Quartz Hill Library 42018 50th Street West, Quartz Hill, CA 93536
Telephone Number: (661) 943-2454
Hours of Operation: Monday (10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Tuesday and Wednesday (10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)
Thursday and Friday (10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Saturday (11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Sunday (closed)

The Draft EIR will also be available for review at the following locations:

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works

900 South Fremont Avenue, 5th Floor

Alhambra, CA 91803

Contact: Salvatore Pecora for an appointment at (626) 300-2332

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.

133 Martin Alley

Pasadena, CA 91105

Contact: Susan Zoske for an appointment at (626) 683-3547

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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Written comments on this EIR should be transmitted during the public review period to County of Los
Angeles Department of Public Works:

Salvatore Pecora

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
P.O. Box 1460

Alhambra, CA 91802

Written comments provided by the general public and public agencies will be evaluated, and written
responses will be prepared for all comments received during the designated comment period. Upon
completion of the evaluation, a Final EIR will be prepared and provided to the County of Los Angeles
Board of Supervisors for certification of compliance with CEQA and for review and consideration as
part of the decision-making process for the proposed project.

1.2 ORGANIZATION AND CONTENT
This EIR consists of the following sections:

- Section ES, Executive Summary, provides a summary of the existing setting, proposed
project, identified significant impacts of the proposed project, and mitigation measures.
Those alternatives that were considered to avoid significant effects of the proposed
project are identified in the Executive Summary. In addition, the Executive Summary
identifies areas of controversy known to the County of Los Angeles, including issues
raised by agencies and the public. The Executive Summary includes a list of the issues
to be resolved, including the choice among alternatives and whether or how to
mitigate significant effects of the proposed project.

- Section 1, Introduction, provides information related to the purpose and scope of the
EIR, environmental review process, and the organization and content of the EIR.

- Section 2, Project Description, provides the location and boundaries of the proposed
project, statement of objectives, a description of the technical, economic, and
environmental characteristics of the proposed project, considering the principal
engineering proposals and supporting public service facilities. The project description
identifies the intended uses of the EIR, including the list of agencies that are expected
to use the EIR in their respective decision-making processes, a list of the related
discretionary actions (permits and approvals) required to implement the proposed
project, and a list of any related environmental review and consultation requirements
required by federal, state, or local laws, regulations, or policies. The project
description lists the related projects that were considered in the evaluation of the
proposed project.

- Section 3, Existing Conditions, Significance Thresholds, Impacts, Mitigation
Measures, and Level of Significance after Mitigation, describes existing conditions
found at the proposed project site and the surrounding area; lists the thresholds used
to assess the potential for the proposed project to result in significant impacts;

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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evaluates the potential impacts on environmental resources that may be generated by
the proposed project, including the cumulative impacts of the proposed project in
conjunction with other related projects in the area; identifies available mitigation
measures to reduce significant impacts; and assesses the effectiveness of proposed
measures to reduce identified impacts to below the level of significance. This portion
of the EIR is organized by the applicable environmental topics resulting from the
analysis undertaken in the Initial Study.

- Section 4, Alternatives to the Proposed Project, describes a range of reasonable
alternatives to the proposed project or to the location of the proposed project. CEQA
requires that the EIR explore feasible alternatives that would avoid or substantially
lessen any of the significant effects of the proposed project. To be feasible, an
alternative must be capable of attaining most of the basic objectives of the proposed
project. CEQA requires an evaluation of the comparative impacts of the proposed
project, action alternatives to the proposed project, and the no project alternative.

- Section 5, Significant Environmental Effects that Cannot Be Avoided if the Proposed
Project Is Implemented, summarizes the significant effects of the proposed project.

- Section 6, Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes, evaluates potential uses
of nonrenewable resources and potential irreversible changes that may occur during
the course of the proposed project.

- Section 7, Growth-Inducing Impacts, evaluates the potential for the proposed project
to foster economic growth or population growth, either directly or indirectly, in the
surrounding environment.

- Section 8, Organizations and Persons Consulted, lists all governmental agencies,
community groups, and other organizations consulted during the preparation of this
EIR.

- Section 9, Report Preparation Personnel, lists all personnel who provided technical

input to this EIR.

- Section 10, References, lists all sources, communications, and correspondence used
in the preparation of this EIR.

- Section 11, Draft EIR Distribution List, provides a distribution list of agencies and
libraries receiving this Draft EIR that was made available during the 45-day public
review period.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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Consistent with the requirements of 815124 of the State of California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Guidelines, the description of the proposed project includes the precise location and
boundaries of the proposed project; a brief characterization of the existing conditions at the proposed
project location; a statement of objectives for the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center
(proposed project); a general delineation of the proposed project’s technical, economic, and
environmental characteristics; and a statement describing the intended uses of the Environmental
Impact Report (EIR).

2.1 LOCATION

The County of Los Angeles (County) proposes to construct the Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park
Interpretive Center (proposed project) within the existing 932-acre Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park
(Natural Area Park). The Natural Area Park is located at 10700 West Escondido Canyon Road in the
unincorporated community of Agua Dulce in the Fifth Supervisorial District, County of Los Angeles,
California (Figure 2.1-1, Regional Vicinity Map). The Natural Area Park is situated south of Escondido
Canyon Road, approximately 0.25-mile east of Agua Dulce Canyon Road and 2 miles north of State
Route 14 (SR-14; Antelope Valley Freeway) between the cities of Santa Clarita and Palmdale (Figure
2.1-2, Local Vicinity Map). The Angeles National Forest is north and south of Vasquez Rocks Natural
Area Park. The Natural Area Park is contained within the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute
series Agua Dulce topographic quadrangle, Range 14 West, Township 5 North, section 26 (Figure 2.1-
3, Topographic Map).! The elevation of the proposed project site is approximately 2,489 feet above
mean sea level (MSL).

The anticipated location for the proposed project would be in the northern portion of the Natural Area
Park, directly south of Escondido Canyon Road, and bounded by predominantly undeveloped land
to the south, east, and west. The proposed project site is approximately 4.2 acres in size (Figure 2.1-4,
Aerial Photograph). The proposed project site is located within the County of Los Angeles Assessor’s
parcel number (APN) 3212-003-900 and is bordered to the north by APN 3212-011-900 and 3212-
011-901 (Figure 2.1-5, Assessor’s Map).

2.2 GENERAL LAND USE DESIGNATION

The proposed project site, located within APN 3212-003-900, is bordered by APN 3212-011-900 and
3212-011-901. The proposed project is in compliance with the County General Plan land use
designation of Open Space (OS), which applies to APN 3212-003-900. The OS designation intends
to protect areas of significant natural resources and to conserve natural amenities, protect against
natural hazards, and meet the public’s desire for open space experiences.” The proposed project site
is bordered to the west, south, and east by the Natural Area Park, which is also designated OS.

1 U.S. Geological Survey. Photorevised 1988. 7.5-Minute Series, Agua Dulce, California, Topographic Quadrangle.
Reston, VA.

2 County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. Adopted 1980 (revised 1991). County of Los Angeles General
Plan, Open Space Element. Los Angeles, CA.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
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Parcel numbers 3212-011-900 and 3212-011-901 are designated Non-Urban-1 (N-1). The N-1 land
use designation intends to preserve scenic areas, reduce density of non-urban areas, and reduce
potential adverse impacts to non-urban communities. N-1 allows for residential development with a
maximum density of one dwelling unit per acre. The proposed project, as currently conceived, would
consist of a single-story, 2,700-square-foot interpretive center and would be within the allowances of
land use designation N-1.

Parcel numbers 3212-011-900 and 3212-011-901 are zoned Resort and Recreation Zone (R-R-1)
(Figure 2.2-1, Zoning Map). The R-R-1 zone allows for outdoor recreation, amusement, and
agricultural uses suitable for development on 5,000-square-foot-minimum lots without significant
impairment to the resources of the area. This zone permits single-family residences, additional
recreational uses, such as horse stables, and necessary commercial and public services facilities. These
uses are subject to review and conditions designed to protect natural scenic or recreational value.®

2.3 ZONING

The County of Los Angeles holds primary jurisdiction over unincorporated areas within County
boundaries. The proposed project site falls within the area designated for the Santa Clarita Valley Area
Plan, which is a component of the County of Los Angeles General Plan. For APN 3212-003-900, the
County has placed the zoning designation of OS (Figure 2.1-5).* The adjacent APNs 3212-011-900 and
3212-011-901 have both been zoned as OS and R-R-1 respectively. OS zone designation is intended
to provide for the preservation, maintenance, and enhancement of the recreational, natural land
environmental resources of the County as defined in the County General Plan.” With conditional use
permits, the use of parking lots and nature centers would be allowed within areas designated OS. The
boundaries of the proposed project site are completely enclosed within the Vasquez Rocks Natural
Area Park, which is entirely zoned OS.

For APNs 3212-011-900 and 3212-011-901, the designation of R-R-1 allows for outdoor recreation,
amusement, and agricultural uses suitable for development on 5,000-square-foot-minimum lots
without significant impairment to the resources of the area. The zoning permits single-family
residences and additional recreational uses, such as horse stables, and other necessary commercial and
public services facilities. All subsequent uses are subject to review and conditions necessary to protect
natural scenic or recreation value set forth in the County’s General Plan.®

The area directly north of the proposed project site, approximately 300 feet north of Escondido Road,
carries the designation for Light Agriculture (A-1-10,000). The designation of A-1-10,000 permits
single-family residences and greenhouses for crops and the raising of cattle, horses, sheep, goats,
poultry, birds, earthworms, and various other species on 10,000-square-foot-minimum lots.

3 County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. Adopted 1980 (revised 1991). County of Los Angeles General
Plan, Land Use Element, Appendix A, pp. 22-180. Los Angeles, CA.

4 County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. GISNET. Available online at: http://regionalgis.co.la.ca.us

® County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. Adopted 1980 (revised 1991). County of Los Angeles General
Plan, Open Space Element. Los Angeles, CA.

® County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. Adopted 1980 (revised 1991). County of Los Angeles General
Plan, Land Use Element, Appendix A, pp. 22-180. Los Angeles, CA.
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2.4 BACKGROUND AND EXISTING CONDITIONS
Background

Prior to its designation as a natural area, the Natural Area Park property was used for a variety of
activities. The Tataviam, a Native American people, inhabited the area until the establishment of the
San Fernando Mission by the Spanish in 1797. In the early 1900s, a portion of the Natural Area Park
was homesteaded by William H. Kreig, who unsuccessfully attempted to use the area for farming. As
an alternative, Kreig also built cabins for tourists and encouraged the use of his property for location
filming by Hollywood film companies. Subsequently, the property was owned and operated by Kreig’s
nephew, Ray Alvin Toney, and his great-nephew, Edward A. Toney, who built the existing Ranger’s
Residence as their home during the Depression (circa 1933—-1938). The County leased the property
from the Toney family in 1964 and purchased it three years later in 1967. An adjacent property, the
Triple A Ranch (AAA Ranch), was owned by the Asher family for much of the 20th century and was
operated as a cattle ranch. The County acquired the 40-acre Asher property in December 1970.

InJune 1972, 20 archaeological sites contained in the Natural Area Park and five sites located nearby
on private property were listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as an archaeological
district. The NRHP nomination noted the significance of the district as a record of the Tataviam culture
and stressed the opportunity to provide a unique interpretive and educational experience for the
public. In December 1985, the County approved a recommended easement deed with the U.S. Forest
Service for the Pacific Crest Scenic Trail to run through the Natural Area Park. The most recent park
land acquisitions at the Natural Area Park were a 155-acre addition in 2001 and the 2.1-acre Sergeant
property in 2002.

Existing Conditions

The Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park is one of eight natural areas and one of ten wildflower and
wildlife sanctuaries within the system of parks managed by the County. The Natural Area Park is a
regional facility that serves residents of the County of Los Angeles. The Natural Area Park is located
in Supervisorial District 5 Recreation Plan Area (RPA) 1.” Of the nine Park Planning Areas (PPAs) in
District 5 RPA 1, the Natural Park Area is contained within PPA 43B Aqua Dulce/Acton (Figure 2.4-1,
Supervisorial District 5 Park Planning Areas). Adjacent land uses include low-density residential to the
north across Escondido Canyon Road, SR-14 to the south, and low-density residential to the west along
Agua Dulce Canyon Road. The topography in the vicinity of the proposed project site consists
generally of low hills and shallow valleys, although some steep rock outcroppings and their associated
canyons exist in the vicinity. The proposed project site has relatively flat terrain, with gentle downward
slopes in a southerly direction. The elevation of the proposed project site is approximately 2,489 feet
above mean sea level. Several wells are located in the Natural Area Park. The process of reverse
osmosis is used to treat the water from Well No. 6 to provide potable water for the Ranger’s Residence
and the Natural Area Park.

” County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. April 2004. Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) for
2020. Prepared by: the County of Los Angeles Chief Administrative Office and County of Los Angeles Department of
Parks and Recreation, with technical assistance by Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA.
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The 932-acre Natural Area Park, which contains dramatic geological rock formations, is also a regional
destination, providing numerous outdoor activities for visitors, such as group camping, a junior ranger
program, picnicking, hiking, and equestrian programs and horseback riding. Currently, four group
camping sites at the Natural Area Park can accommodate up to 100 individuals with adequate staff
resources and support.® In addition, the Natural Area Park houses prehistoric cultural resources,
geologic features, and sensitive Native American sites, giving visitors a unique opportunity to learn
about the past. The rock formations are composed primarily of a series of bedding layers of coarse,
yellow-gray sandstone and partially imbricated fanglomerate that lie at steep angles. A number of rock
art and other archaeological sites within the Natural Area Park are listed in the NRHP.® The Natural
Park Area is a popular film location with the motion picture industry, serving as the site for a number
of films. Currently, the Natural Area Park receives approximately 105,000 visitors per year. This
number would be expected to increase by approximately 5,000 visitors per year with the construction
of the proposed project.

The approximately 4.2-acre project site of the Natural Area Park is significantly disturbed, as evidenced
by the presence of nonnative grasses, non-indigenous trees and plants, and bare ground. The Natural
Area Park is not located within a Significant Ecological Area (SEA) as designated by the current County
General Plan. However, it is included in the proposed Santa Clara River SEA as specified in the Draft
County General Plan.***

Wildlife that exists within the Natural Area Park is typical of that found in association with a semi-
desert chaparral community. The proximity of riparian habitat associated with the Escondido Canyon
and Agua Dulce Canyon enhances the habitat for wildlife. A variety of reptiles and mammals has been
observed and recorded in the Natural Area Park, including desert spiny lizards (Sceloporus magister)
and Yuma myotis (Myotis yumanensis). The Natural Area Park also provides a suitable habitat for
several sensitive wildlife species, such as the California horned lizard (Phrynosoma coronatum).*?

Of the Natural Area Park’s 932 acres, less than 1 percent contains structures: the Ranger’s Residence,
detached office and garage, animal shelter enclosures, Sergent Property storage building, old restroom
building (closed and used for storage), and single-wide trailers supporting administrative services.'®
Approximately 2.1 acres of the Natural Area Park are dedicated for picnicking, 1.3 acres are allotted
for camping, and 1 acre is designated for equestrian staging and is capable of accommodating up to
30 standard trailer rigs. Additional facilities include a parking area, which can accommodate

8 County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. October 1997. Recommended Event Capacity and
Sensitivity Guidelines. Los Angeles, CA.

® County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. October 1997. Recommended Event Capacity and
Sensitivity Guidelines. Los Angeles, CA.

10 County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. 4 April 2005. Significant Ecological Area: Santa Clara River.
Available at: http://planning.co.la.ca.us/gp_update/images/SEA_Santa_Clara_River.pdf

™ County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning. 10 January 2004. Draft Los Angeles County General Plan,
Shaping the Future 2025. Available at: http://planning.co.la.ca.us/gp_update/drp_gp_shaping.htm.

12 County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. October 1997. Recommended Event Capacity and
Sensitivity Guidelines. Los Angeles, CA.

13 Dininger, Sandy, County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. 1 August 2006.Personal communication
with John Moreno, Sapphos Environmental, Inc, Pasadena, CA.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
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approximately 156 vehicles, portable restrooms, picnicking areas, and hiking and equestrian trails. Up
to 126 adults or 168 students can be accommodated with the existing dedicated picnicking facilities.*

Proposed Project Site

The proposed project, as currently conceived, would disturb approximately 180,000 square feet (4.2
acres) of land owned by the County.'®> The existing facilities located at the proposed project site
include the 1,044-square-foot, single-story vacant building, known as the Ranger’s Residence (former
Toney residence).'® The two-bedroom, one-bath Ranger’s Residence is located in the center of the
proposed project site. A detached office and garage formerly used to store hay, various tools, and park
vehicles, is located in the southwest portion of the Ranger’s Residence and is estimated to be
approximately 360 square feet. Itis currently utilized for storage purposes. A staff trailer is also located
on the project site and is currently used by park and administrative staff. During the construction
phase, the trailer is anticipated to be relocated outside the construction zone, but remain close to the
park entrance and roadway to the remainder of the Natural Area Park.

The primary trail used for destination hikers in the Natural Park Area is the Pacific Crest Trail, which
runs through the proposed project site. The proposed project site currently contains gravel and paved
driveways that lead from the main entrance at Escondido Canyon Road to the residence and office
trailer. The existing site also contains a wooden tool shed, a California Geological Survey seismic
testing unit, a metal storage container, an enclosure for rescued animals, outdoor lecture benches, and
an abandoned water well. A restroom building located south of the residence is nonfunctional and is
being used for storage.

2.5 STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

The proposed project would be undertaken by the County of Los Angeles to improve the experience
of County residents and visitors through the provision of a full range of recreational and educational
opportunities. The proposed project would provide a staging area and interpretation facility to enhance
the experience of park visitors by increasing their knowledge and appreciation of the unique cultural,
archaeological, geological, and other natural resources available at the Natural Area Park.

1 County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. October 1997. Recommended Event Capacity and
Sensitivity Guidelines. Los Angeles, CA.

'3 Yturralde, David, County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Project Management Division |, Alhambra, CA.
19 April 2005. E-mail correspondence with Sheryll Del Rosario, Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA.

16 County of Los Angeles. 17 April 2006. Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Initial Study. Prepared by:
Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA.
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Goals

The County identified three goals related to the proposed project to guide the design of an interpretive

center:

2.
3.

Obijectives

Serve regional and community needs by providing educational and recreational
opportunities designed to enhance park users’ appreciation and understanding of the
natural resource

Incorporate water-conservation strategies

Efficient use of energy resources

The County identified and prioritized 10 basic objectives that are important to achieving the goals of
the proposed project:

1.
2.

© ~N

Provide a facility that ensures the health, safety, and welfare of park users

Provide a facility that ensures that the protection and maintenance of the natural
resources contained in the park in terms of drainage, soil conservation, planting,
erosion control, and traffic

Incorporate water-conservation measures within the proposed project to address the
limited availability of potable water

Incorporate energy-efficiency measures within the proposed project and wherever
feasible, and Leadership in Energy and Design—New Construction (LEED-NC) Green
Building Council Sustainability design standards for all new construction.

Construct the proposed project in a manner consistent with achieving the overall goals
defined in A Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan for 2010, including the following six
objectives:

- Provide a systems of recreation programs throughout the County to meet the
diversified interests of the residents

- Provide for continuing maintenance and rehabilitation of all park and
recreation facilities

- Provide opportunities for revenue generation through community and
user-based programs, festivals, and events

- Provide leadership and support for issues of environmental concern

- Provide a system of park and recreation facilities that meets the diversified
needs of the residents

- Ensure that land use planning with each park is compatible

All proposed improvements would comply with the requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Title 24 of the State Building Code. The project must
provide physical access to persons with disabilities consistent with ADA requirements.
Conserve and interpret the unique geological features of the Natural Area Park

Conserve and interpret the unique archaeological resources at the Natural Area Park

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area Park Interpretive Center Draft Environmental Impact Report
December 7, 2006 Sapphos Environmental, Inc.
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9. Conserve and interpret the unique cultural resources at the Natural Area Park
10. Conserve and interpret the unique biological resources at the Natural Area Park

2.6 PROPOSED PROJECT
2.6.1 Proposed Land Use

The location for the proposed project is proposed to be in the northwestern portion of the Natural Area
Park. The proposed project, as currently conceived, would undertake the demolition of the Ranger’s
Residence and disturb approximately 180,000 square feet (approximately 4.2 acres) of land owned
by the County.*® There are four major components of the proposed project (Figure 2.6.1-1, Conceptual
Site Plan): %

Interpretive Center

According to the conceptual site plan, a single-story, 2,700-square-foot interpretive center would be
constructed to accommodate various activities. The proposed project would consist of a multi-purpose
exhibit room with interpretive displays, classroom, office space for staff, new restrooms, custodial
room, and storage room. An entry plaza would serve as the main entryway to the proposed interpretive
center connecting 