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Runaway and homeless youth are prevalent in most large cities, and are found in
urban, suburban, and rural communities throughout the United States. Often, these
young people between the ages of twelve and twenty-five have the least access to
essential opportunities and supports.

It is estimated that 200,000 youth under the age of eighteen and thousands more
ages eighteen to twenty-five experience homelessness each year in California. There
are at least 4,200 unaccompanied homeless youth ages 24 and under on the streets of
Los Angeles County on any given day.

Frequently, our vulnerable youth have been forced by their families to leave their
homes or have been removed from their homes due to abuse or neglect; have fled their
homes due to family conflict or rejection; or have been discharged from foster care and
other state or local custodial systems without adequate transition plans. They are too
poor to secure their own basic needs and ineligible or unable to access adequate
medical or mental health resources.

Runaway and homeless youth living on the street are victims of physical abuse,

crime, sexual assault and exploitation. Providing safe, stable and permanent housing
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for runaway and homeless youth must be an unwavering community, state and national
priority.

The future well-being of our state depends on the value we place on our youth and in
particular on our actions to provide these most vulnerable of our young people with
opportunities to acquire the knowledge, skills and abilities they need to find and
maintain stable housing, an education, and employment.

Awareness of the tragedy of youth homelessness and its causes must be heightened
to ensure greater support for effective programs and policy changes aimed at
preventing youth homelessness and helping them to remain off the streets.

|, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors proclaim the month of

November 2010 as the first annual California Runaway and Homeless Youth Month.
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