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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
"To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service"

IN REPLY PLEASE

April 14, 2009 REFER TO FILE: WVV-1

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICTS
ACCEPTANCE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

WATER CONSERVATION CUSTOMER REBATE PROGRAM GRANT
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 3, 4, AND 5)

(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

This action is to accept a grant in the amount of $250,000 from the California
Department of Water Resources to allow the Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts
to provide more of its customers with rebates and to add a grass lawn alternative rebate
to its existing Water Conservation Customer Rebate Program.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICTS:

1. Accept a grant in the amount of $250,000 from the California Department
of Water Resources to supplement and expand the Water Conservation
Customer Rebate Program of the Los Angeles County Waterworks
Districts.

2. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee to conduct
business with the California Department of Water Resources on any and
all matters related to this grant, including executing a Grant Agreement
and to sign requests for reimbursement for and on behalf of your Board.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The purpose of this action is to accept a grant from the California Department of Water
Resources to provide additional funding for the existing Customer Rebate Program of
the Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts (Districts), which will allow more of the
Districts' customers to participate in the rebate program for installation of water-efficient
toilets and washing machines. In addition, the grant will add a new rebate for those
customers who replace their current high-water-use grass lawns with low-water-use
alternatives such as native plants or xeriscape.

I mplementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Operational Effectiveness
(Goal 1) by actively seeking external funding sources and by providing customer-
oriented programs that promote environmentally responsible practices including actions
to meet the County goal of a 20 percent reduction in water usage by 2015.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The current Board-approved budget for the Water Conservation Customer Rebate
Program is $300,000 per year, financed through the general funds of each District.
Acceptance of this grant would supplement that budget by $250,000 in matching State
Grant funds over a period of two years.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On July 11, 2000, your Board approved guidelines for the acceptance of State and
Federal grants of $100,000 or more. These guidelines include a requirement that
County departments prepare a Grant Management Statement for your Board's review
prior to the departments conducting activities covered under this grant. Accordingly, the
Grant Management Statement (Attachment A) for this grant is attached.
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The draft grant agreement (Attachment B) has been reviewed and approved by County
Counsel as to form. The final grant agreement will be executed upon your Board's
approval.

Each customer who installs a water-efficient toilet or high-efficiency clothes washer
contributes a small water savings to the overall water picture. Rebate programs are
designed to encourage customers to take an active role in water conservation and
heighten awareness of the importance of saving water. The grass lawn alternative
rebate will provide customers with a modest financial incentive to replace their
high-water-use lawns with low-water-use alternatives such as native plants.

Providing customer rebates for the purchase and installation of water-saving devices is
part of the County's overall program of promoting water conservation as well as part of
the water conservation program of the Districts. The Districts are a signatory to the
Memorandum of Understanding with the California Urban Water Conservation Council,
which encourages customer rebates as one of its fourteen recommended best-
management practices for water conservation.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 

In accordance with Section 15378(b), Subsections (4) and (5), of the California
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, the proposed action does not constitute a project
and, therefore, is not subject to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality
Act. These exceptions provide for the authorization to accept a grant and subsequent
customer rebates for water conservation since it is a fiscal activity, which does not
involve any commitment to any specific project, which may result in a potentially
significant impact on the environment.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 

The grant will augment the Water Conservation Customer Rebate Program by providing
additional rebate funding over a two-year period to facilitate additional customer rebates
for the purchase and installation of water saving devices.
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CONCLUSION 

Please return three adopted copies of this letter to the Department of Public Works,
Waterworks Division.

Respectfully submitted,

Ai GAIL FARBER
Director of Public Works

GF:AA:Ir

Attachments (2)

c: Chief Executive Office (Lad Sheehan)
County Counsel

CADocuments and Settings \csmithlocal Settings \Temporary Internet Files\0LK258\BDL2329 Rebate Grant Acceptance.doc



Department Head Signature Date:

ATTACHMENT A

Los Angeles County Chief Executive Office
Grant Management Statement for Grants $100,000 or More

I Department: Public Works

Grant Project Title and Description
Agreement 4600008304 for the Enhanced Water Conservation and Water Use Efficiency Customer Rebate
Program

Funding Agency irogram (Fed. Grant #/State Bill or Code #) Grant Acceptance Deadline
California Department of Water Code Chapter 7, Section 79550(g)

of Proposition 50
i N/A

Water Resources

I Total Amount of Grant Funding:$250,000 County Match:$700,000

rGrant Period:Two Years from Date of Execution 0-e-gia-)ate:tbd End Date:

rf\IIIM1'-3-e- of Personnel Hired Under This Grant: Full Time 0 Part Time 0 1

Obligations Imposed on the County When the Grant Expires

..--o-----Will all personnel hired for this program be informed this is a grant-funded
rogram? N/A Yes

Will all personnel hired for this program be placed on temporary ("N") items? N/A Yes No
Is the County obligated to continue this program after the grant expires? Yes FIC-TO-1

1----
If the County is not obligated to continue this program after the grant expires, the

Department will:
a.) Absorb the program cost without reducing other services Yes X No_ _
b.) Identify other revenue sources (describe below)

Yes FNo X
c.) Eliminate or reduce, as appropriate, positions/program costs funded by the grant. Yes_X No

Impact of additional personnel on existing space:

Other requirements not mentioned above: This program was approved by the Board in June 2008 at a
County funding level of $300,000 per year. During the two-year grant funding period, it will be
supplemented by grant funds and implemented at the level of $425,000 per year. After grant expiration,
the program will revert to the $300,000 per year funding level.













Agreement 4600008304
County of Los Angeles

Enhanced Water Conservation and
Water Use Efficiency Customer Rebate Program

Drought Grant

Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency:

By
David A. Sandino, Chief Counsel Date
Department of Water Resources

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Approv to Legal Form fficiency:

By fAl../AiLd Z.-•
Gran ee s Attorney (if applicable) Date

By
Signatory Date

Adam Ariki, Assistant Deputy Director
County of Los Angeles
900 South Fremont Avenue
Alhambra, CA 91803

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

By
Richard Soehren, Chief, Office of Water Use Efficiency and Transfers

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on

Date




