
At its meeting held July 8, 2008, the Board took the following action: 
 
27 
 The following item was called up for consideration: 
 

Chief Executive Officer’s recommendation to approve the 
Implementation Program relating to the establishment of a hearing 
examiner procedure; indicate the Board's intent to approve 
ordinance implementing the hearing examiner procedure; and 
instruct County Counsel to prepare final ordinance for adoption. 
(Department of Regional Planning) 

 
 The following statement was entered into the record for Supervisors Yaroslavsky 
and Knabe: 
 

 “In April of 2007, the Board of Supervisors instructed the Director 
of Regional Planning and County Counsel to develop an ordinance 
establishing a ‘hearing examiner’ procedure for major land use 
decisions in the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County.  This 
procedure was designed to institutionalize community input at an 
earlier stage of the decision-making process, thereby giving planners, 
applicants, and the Regional Planning Commission clearer feedback 
as to how proposed projects can be improved.  The Hearing Examiner 
procedure would also make it easier for community members to 
participate in the planning process by ensuring that public hearings 
would be held in the community where a major project is located.  
The Board additionally directed the Department of Regional Planning 
to develop an Implementation Program, which is referenced as 
Attachment 1 to the Chief Executive Officer’s letter dated July 8, 2008, 
to help expedite the processing of land use applications. 
 
 “While the draft ordinance accomplishes many of these goals and 
should ultimately be approved, several details of the proposed 
ordinance and Implementation Program need to be amended. 
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 “First, the draft Implementation Program must be modified in 
order to ensure that the Hearing Examiner process can be used to 
consider large-scale and complex land use decisions, such as the 
NBC/Universal Vision Plan and many of the land use applications in 
Marina del Rey, that are currently being reviewed by the Regional 
Planning Department’s Special Projects Section.  
 
 “Second, the draft ordinance makes several changes to the 
County’s zoning code that are not directly related to the Hearing 
Examiner procedure.  While some of these changes may be 
worthwhile, they should be considered on their own merits and 
should not be added as unrelated amendments to this ordinance. 
 
 “Third, the section of this ordinance that codifies which cases 
would be sent to the Regional Planning Commission and which 
cases would be sent to the Hearing Officer should be eliminated 
because this section is not necessary to implement the Hearing 
Examiner procedure.” 
 

 Therefore, on motion of Supervisor Yaroslavsky, seconded by Supervisor Knabe, 
unanimously carried, the Board approved the Chief Executive Officer’s attached 
recommendation and instructed County Counsel and the Department of Regional 
Planning to prepare the final ordinance and Implementation Program for adoption with 
the following amendments and to report back to the Board on August 5, 2008: 
 

1. Revise the Implementation Program to explicitly allow the Director 
of Planning to utilize the Hearing Examiner procedure for any land 
use matter that is currently being considered by the Special 
Projects Section, such as the NBC/Universal Vision Plan and many 
land use applications in Marina del Rey, even if the application was 
filed prior to the effective date of this ordinance; 

 
2. Remove the provisions of the proposed ordinance that would allow 

the Director of Planning to initiate zoning changes or amendments, 
development agreements, use permits, variances, and all other 
land use decisions that are unrelated to implementing the Hearing 
Examiner procedure; 
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3. Remove the section of the proposed ordinance that would codify 
which cases are assigned to the hearing officer and which are 
assigned to the Regional Planning Commission.  Instead, this 
section of the proposed ordinance should be modified to 
eliminate conflicts with other provisions of the zoning code and 
then be incorporated into the final Implementation Program as 
guidelines to be used by the Director of Planning; and  

 
4. As recommended by staff, remove the portion of the 

Implementation Program that references the participation of the 
Advanced Planning, Land Divisions, and Special Projects 
Sections in the Hearing Examiner program. 
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Attachment 
 
Copies distributed: 

Each Supervisor 
Chief Executive Officer 
County Counsel 
Director of Planning 
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