
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
“To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service” 

 
900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE 

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA  91803-1331 
Telephone: (626) 458-5100 

www.ladpw.org 

 
 
 
 

DONALD L. WOLFE, Director 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
P.O. BOX 1460 

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460 
IN REPLY PLEASE 

REFER TO FILE: PJ-2 

April 6, 2006 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
HARBOR-UCLA MEDICAL CENTER 
SURGERY/EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
APPROVE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
ADOPT MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
SPECS. 5110, 6779; C.P. 69220 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 2 
3 VOTES 
 
JOINT RECOMMENDATION WITH THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER THAT 
YOUR BOARD:   
 

1. Consider the enclosed Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Surgery/Emergency Replacement project 
together with the comments received during the public review process, 
and find that the project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment and that the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the 
independent judgment of the County.  

 
2. Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (Section III of the 

enclosed Mitigated Negative Declaration) to ensure compliance with the 
project conditions as contained in the Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
to mitigate or avoid environmental effects.  

 



Enclosure 
April 6, 2006 
Page 2 
 
 
 

3. Find that the project will have no adverse effect on wildlife resources, and 
authorize the Director of Public Works to file a Certificate of Fee 
Exemption for the project.  

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Approval of the recommended actions will allow Public Works to proceed to obtain 
design approval of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Surgery/Emergency Replacement 
project.  Your Board previously approved the design, construction management, and 
document control services for a 190,300-square-foot hospital addition containing new 
surgery and emergency facilities at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.  It is now 
recommended that your Board approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration.  Upon your 
approval, the recommended measures to mitigate the environmental impacts will be 
incorporated into the construction documents and submitted to State jurisdictional 
agencies for final design approvals. 
 
Two State agencies are involved in the review and permitting of the project's plans, the 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development and the Department of 
Transportation.  Plan approval by these agencies requires that all local jurisdictional 
plan approvals and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation be 
completed, including filing of the Notice of Determination.  Thus, prior to completing bid 
packages and submitting them for your Board's approval to adopt and advertise, we 
must first obtain your Board's approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration and file the 
Notice of Determination and Certificate of Fee Exemption in order to satisfy the State's 
final plan review requirements. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
These actions meet the County Strategic Plan Goals of Service Excellence, Fiscal 
Responsibility, and Children and Families' Well-Being by investing in public health 
infrastructure and improving access to surgery and emergency services in the southern 
and western segments of the County.  Completion of this project will provide a much 
needed improvement to a health care facility for the residents of the County. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
These recommendations, if approved by your Board will have no fiscal or financial 
impact. 
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The enclosed Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared in compliance with CEQA 
and addresses all phases of the project, including the initial Make-Ready projects, the 
new Surgery/Emergency Replacement, and the Remodel of Existing Surgery/ 
Emergency Departments. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
As required by CEQA, a draft Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this 
project and circulated for agency and public review from June 20, 2005, through  
July 27, 2005, for a period in excess of 30 days.  During the public review period, two 
written responses were received from the public.  Comments received during the review 
period, responses to the comments, and the clarifications and revisions are contained in 
the enclosed final Mitigated Negative Declaration. 
 
The proposed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (Section III of the enclosed 
Mitigated Negative Declaration) was also prepared to ensure compliance with the 
environmental mitigation measures included as part of the final Mitigated Negative 
Declaration relative to biological resources, cultural resources, and noise.  The 
recommended measures to mitigate the environmental impacts will be incorporated into 
the construction bid documents.  Based on the final Mitigated Negative Declaration, 
comments, clarifications, and revisions received, it has been determined that the project 
will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
 
A fee must be paid to the State Department of Fish and Game when certain notices 
required by CEQA are filed with the County Clerk.  The County is exempt from paying 
this fee if your Board finds that a project will have no impact on wildlife resources.  The 
initial study of environmental factors concludes that there will be no adverse effects on 
wildlife resources.  Therefore, it is recommended that your Board find that the project 
will have no adverse effect on wildlife resources and authorize Public Works to file a 
Certificate of Fee Exemption for the project.  
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
Approving the recommended actions will have no impact on current County services or 
other projects.  During the completion of design, extensive coordination will be 
performed to identify and implement measures to mitigate potential construction 
conflicts and minimize impacts on hospital operations and patient care. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Please return an adopted copy of this letter to the Chief Administrative Office (Capital 
Projects Division) and Public Works. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DONALD L. WOLFE     DAVID E. JANSSEN 
Director of Public Works     Chief Administrative Officer 
 
VA:js 
U:\pmdI\health\H-UCLA\MC\S-ERA\Board Letters\BL-H-UCLA Draft MND 04-06-06.doc 

 
Enc. 
 
cc: County Counsel 
  






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































