
COUNTY OF I D S  ANGELES 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECEATION 
"Creatmg Communtty Through People, Parks and Programs" 

April 4, 2006 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Supervisors: 

APPROVAL OF JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF SANTA CLARITA, 

THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY, 
AND THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

(Fifth District 3-Vote Matter) 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU BOARD: 

1. Find this action exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

2. Approve and instruct the Mayor to sign the attached Joint Exercise of Powers 
Agreement (Agreement) with the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and City of 
Santa Clarita to form the Newhall Ranch High Country Recreation and Conservation 
Authority. 

PURPOSE OF RECOMMENDED ACTlONlJUSTlFlCATlON 

Approval of this action will authorize the County to enter into a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) 
Agreement to provide for the management and conservation oversight of the open space 
dedications resulting from the Newhall Ranch and Westridge development projects. The 
public entity parties to the proposed JPA are the County of Los Angeles (County), the Santa 
Monica Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy) and the City of Santa Clarita (City). 

The Newhall Ranch Specific Plan adopted by your Board on May 27, 2003, requires the 
formation of a joint powers authority for the management of the High Country Special 
Management Area within the Newhall Ranch development. The Westridge project (tract map 
45433) approved by your Board on May 11, 1999, requires the dedication of certain open 
space lots to a joint powers authority, pursuant to condition of approval number 35, as shown 

Planning and Development Agency. 5 10 South Vermont Ave Los Angeles. CA 90020-1975. (213) 35 1-5198 
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