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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR DON KNABE  February 1, 2005 

          Senator Bob Dutton has recently introduced Senate Bill 116 (SB 116) to Eliminate 

the Sunset Clause in the Safe Arms For Newborns Law which is due to expire next 

year.  The existing law provides that no parent can be prosecuted if he or she voluntarily 

surrenders the child to a hospital or any other designated location within 72 hours. 

          Los Angeles County has been at the forefront of implementing this 2000 law with 

29 babies safely surrendered since its enactment.  2004 marked the first year since the 

bill’s passage that more babies were surrendered then abandoned.  This is an 

extraordinary accomplishment and it is one that should be achieved every year from this 

point forward. 

          I, THEREFORE MOVE, THAT the Board of Supervisors support SB 116 and 

direct the Chief Administrative Officer to send correspondence to the members of the 

Los Angeles County Delegation of State Senate Members and Governor 

Schwarzenegger urging support for the early passage and enactment of this legislation. 
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