






















LA SANITATION HYPERION WATER RECLAMATION PLANT 
SUMMARY OF DISCHARGE OF UNTREATED WASTEWATER THROUGH THE 1-

MILE OUTFALL ON JULY 11, 2021       
 
The hard working and dedicated frontline staff of LA Sanitation and Environment consider themselves 
guardians of the Santa Monica Bay and Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant as their home. Just as 
they have done during rain or shine, 24 hours per day, 365 days per year, and even through a major 
pandemic, they put up a valiant struggle to save Hyperion and the Santa Monica Bay. Their heroic 
efforts averted a much larger catastrophe, and limited the discharge of untreated wastewater to 17 
million gallons, which is a small fraction of the 260 million gallons per day that could have polluted 
Santa Monica Bay for days on end. 
 
On the afternoon of Sunday July 11, 2021, the Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant became inundated 
with overwhelming quantities of debris, causing backup of the headworks facilities.  The plant's relief 
system was triggered and wastewater overflows were controlled through use of the plant's one-mile 
outfall system at 7 pm which resulted in the discharge of untreated wastewater into Santa Monica 
Bay.  Normally the discharge of secondary-treated effluent is through the five-mile outfall. During the 
over eight hours of discharge through the one-mile outfall, approximately 17 million gallons of 
wastewater (representing six percent of an average daily load) was discharged as an emergency 
measure to prevent the plant from going completely offline and discharging much more untreated 
wastewater. 
 
Per established protocols, the State of California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) and the 
National Response Center were notified respectively at 8:10 pm and at 8:18 pm on July 11th.  State 
Law requires that an unauthorized discharge of sewage [as defined in 23 California Code of 
Regulations (CCR) 2250 (b)] into or onto state waters must be reported to Cal OES. Cal OES will 
then immediately notify the appropriate Regional Water Quality Control Board, the local public health 
department, and the local office of environmental health. These offices are responsible for 
determining appropriate public and environmental safety measures. 
 
Plant staff was onsite all night and resolved the issue early Monday morning.  Overflow of wastewater 
from the plant headworks flowed through roadways within the plant, inundated multiple buildings on 
site, flooded underground pipe galleries, submerged equipment and caused significant damage.  On 
Monday July 12th during low influent into the plant at around 4:30 am, a previously submerged metal 
plate was lifted to provide an opening for plant flows to bypass the barscreens and flow downstream 
into treatment processes.  
 
Numerous improvements over the years, in partnership with several environmental groups, helped to 
mitigate the flow into the ocean, including reconfiguration of in-plant storm basins to pump sewage 
back into the plant in cases of emergency; installation of screens on all catch basins to prevent 
untreated debris from entering the storm drains and out to the ocean; and installation of a Headworks 
Bypass to prevent untreated wastewater from overflowing out of the Headworks building and into the 
plant streets. 
 
Water quality sampling and testing of shoreline (beach) samples was conducted, and our monitoring 
vessel traveled to both outfalls to make observations and take samples for analyses following 
regulatory permit protocols.  Two days of testing revealed normal bacteria levels, and the County 
Department of Public Health reopened the beaches on the evening of Wednesday July 11th. We are 
investigating the cause of the debris and are repairing damaged equipment. 
 


