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44.           Favor Colin  Doty Thank you, Supervisors Solis and Hahn, for bringing forth this motion. Given 
these uncertain times, a ??Guaranteed Basic Income program is more than 
necessary.

For the past five decades, the Black unemployment rate has remained close 
to double the white unemployment rate, even in labor markets where overall 
unemployment rates were in the very low single digits. The gender wage gap 
persists, with women of color earning cents to the dollar of white men. During 
the pandemic, all of the jobs lost belonged to women, and the overwhelming 
majority of those were women of color. Men, on the other hand, gained new 
jobs. Los Angeles is home to this deepening economic inequality that falls 
along racial and gendered lines. L.A. County has a responsibility to address 
this by committing itself to poverty alleviation with an emphasis on how 
poverty is exacerbated by race and gender.

Years of research has shown that when given unrestricted payments, 
recipients are able to create economic stability for themselves and their 
families. The GBI concept is also a powerful tool to combat poverty while also 
addressing related issues of health, education, housing stability, and equity. 
More importantly, these programs come without the scrutiny and work 
requirements of programs such as welfare and food stamps. It is 
unconditional, with no strings attached and no work requirements, giving 
participants the freedom to spend money on their most immediate needs—be 
it food for their household, repairing a car to get to work, medicine to treat a 
loved one, or simply rent.

Stockton’s GBI program showed promising results: less income volatility, 
improved overall well-being, less food and housing insecurity, and greater 
ability to find gainful employment and cover unexpected expenses. The Board 
should implement this pilot program to study the beneficial impacts of a GBI 
program in Los Angeles immediately.
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44.           Favor Lisa  Butters-Smith I strongly support a GBI because for the past five decades, the Black 
unemployment rate has remained close to double the white unemployment 
rate, even in labor markets where overall unemployment rates were in the 
very low single digits. The gender wage gap persists, with women of color 
earning cents to the dollar of white men. During the pandemic, all of the jobs 
lost belonged to women, and the overwhelming majority of those were women 
of color. Men, on the other hand, gained new jobs. Los Angeles is home to 
this deepening economic inequality that falls along racial and gendered lines. 
L.A. County has a responsibility to address this by committing itself to poverty 
alleviation with an emphasis on how poverty is exacerbated by race and 
gender.

Years of research has shown that when given unrestricted payments, 
recipients are able to create economic stability for themselves and their 
families. The GBI concept is also a powerful tool to combat poverty while also 
addressing related issues of health, education, housing stability, and equity. 
More importantly, these programs come without the scrutiny and work 
requirements of programs such as welfare and food stamps. It is 
unconditional, with no strings attached and no work requirements, giving 
participants the freedom to spend money on their most immediate needs—be 
it food for their household, repairing a car to get to work, medicine to treat a 
loved one, or simply rent.

Stockton’s GBI program showed promising results: less income volatility, 
improved overall well-being, less food and housing insecurity, and greater 
ability to find gainful employment and cover unexpected expenses. The Board 
should implement this pilot program to study the beneficial impacts of a GBI 
program in Los Angeles immediately.
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