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Areas where LA County “Turned the Curve” 
 

• Number of children in foster care : down 27% 
• Number of families claiming the Earned Income Tax Credit: up 6% 
• Number of juvenile arrests for misdemeanor offenses: down 13% 

 
 
Areas of Overall Progress 

• Percentage of public school students who in 3rd grade were reading and doing math at or 
above the national average increased by 41% and 66%, respectively. 

• Percentage of births to mothers who received early prenatal care:  increased by 5% (from 84% 
to 88%) 

• Percentage of children fully immunized by age 2:  increased by 16% (from 63% to 73%) 
• Rate of juvenile felony arrests:  decreased by 34% (from 1,937 to 1,275 per 100,000 youth 10-

17) 
• Number of births to teens (females ages 10-17) decreased by 25% (to 5,329) and the rate of teen 

births decreased by 38%.  
 
Areas of Significant Concern 
 

Racial/Ethnic Disparities 
 

African American Kids:  disproportionately at-risk for foster care: (represent 45% of kids in 
foster care, yet are only 10.1% of the population. 

 
Account for significant percentages of very poor and low-income children (29% and 58%) 

 
Suffer the greatest prevalence of asthma among children (16%) 
 
Have the highest felony arrest rates (3,313 – almost 3 times greater than the total for LA County) 

 
Latino Kids:  represent 59% of the child population, but account for 72% of children in poverty. 

  
 Least likely to have health insurance (86% compared to 96% White & 97% African American) 
 
 More prone to being overweight in grades 5, 7, & 9 (26%) 

 
Lowest percentage of students reading at or above the national average (27%); and lowest 
percentage of students taking the SAT (77%) 



 
Geographic Disparities 
 

SPA 1: Although SPA 1 shows the highest proportion of students fluent in 
English, it has the highest rate of infant deaths (11 per 1,000 births, 
compared to the county average of 6 per 1,000 births) 

 
SPA 2: Lowest felony arrest rates; but the highest number and rate of 

accidental injury deaths 
 
SPA 3: Highest high school graduation rates 
 
SPA 4: Lowest proportion of children with asthma; but the highest proportion 

of students not fluent in English 
 
SPA 5: Highest percentage of children with health insurance; but the highest 

proportion of children with asthma 
 
SPA 6: Lowest rates of felony arrests for property offenses; but the highest 

rates of children in foster care 
 
SPA 7: Lowest percentage of low birth-weight babies; but the highest 

percentage of overweight children 
 
SPA 8: Lowest proportion of felony arrests for drug offenses 

 
 
Findings Across Age Groups by Three Areas of School Readiness/Success 
 

Health Access: Some health conditions worsen as children move from 
preschool and approach middle school: while 94.2 of all 0-5 
year-olds have health insurance, this drops to 86.6% for 
students 12-17 years of age.  And, while 5.9% of preschool 
children are diagnosed with asthma, this goes up to 7.7% for 
kids 6-11, and 10.1% for 12-17 year olds. 

 
Safe, Stable, Nurturing Families:  There are higher rates of adolescents in foster 

care.  While 7,877 0-5 year olds are in out of home placement, 
10,084 6-11 year olds and 11,548 12-17 year olds are in foster 
care. 

 
Family Economic Security:  Poverty rates are slightly higher for younger children 

0-9 years of age.   






















































































