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MARY C. WICKHAM

County Counsel February 20, 2019

TO: CELIA ZAVALA
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparation

FROM: STEVEN H. ESTABROOK C~
Litigation Cost Manager
Executive Office

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1762

FACSIMILE

(213) 626-7446

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

sestabrook@cowisel.l acounty. gov

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Vanessa Bowers, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 17-08088
(consolidated case: C.M., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 17-05135)

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement
of the matter entitled Vanessa Bowers, et al. v. Countv of Los Angeles, et al.,
United States District Court Case No. CV 17-08088 (consolidated case:
C.M., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al., United States District Court Case
No. CV 17-05135) in the amount of $4,600,000 and instruct the Auditor-
Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the Sheriff s
Department's budget.

These consolidated wrongful death lawsuits concern allegations of negligence by
a Sheriff s Deputy arising from a shooting.

I-tOA.102469843.1



CASE SUNhMARY

iNFORMATI(]N ON PRQPUSED SETTLElVIENT QF LfTiGATION

CASE NAME Vanessa Bowers, et ai. v. County of Las Angeles, et
~t.

G.M., et aI. v. County of Los Angeles, et ~!.

CASE NUMBER CV 17-08088
CV 17-05135

COURT United States District Court

DATE F(~ED July 18, 2D'17

CC3UNTY DEPARTiVIENT Sheriffs Department

PRUf~OSED SETTLEMENT RMQUNT $ 4,6C10,~U0

ATTaRNEY Ft~R PLAINTIFF Dale K. Galipa, Esq., The Law offices of Dale Galipa
John Taylor, Esq., Taylor and Ring, LLP

COUNTY Ct~UN3EL ATTORNEY Richard Hsueh
Deputy Caunty Counsel

NATURE OF CA5E This is a recommendation to settle for ~4,604,0~0
inclusive of attorneys' tees and costs, the two
lawsuits filed by tine decedent's mother and his four
children alleging wrongful death and civil rights
violations against the Sheriffs Department.

Given the risks and uncertainties of li#iga#ion, a ful!
and final settlement of these ~nro cases is
recommended.

PAIb ATTORNEY FEES, Tfl PATE $ 'f 9Q,534

PAID C4ST~, T4 DATE $ 94,47

~+oa.~ozssaoo~.a



Case Name: Bowers 1 C,M. v. County of Los Angeles

~umrv~ary ~orrec~ove Acti~►n ~'iar~

Tha intent of this form is to assist departments in writing. a corrective action plan summary far attachm~i~t
to tho settlement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/ar the County of Los Angels
Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of fhe claims/lawsuits' identified root causes
and corrective actions' (status, time frame, and responsible party). This summary does not replace the
Corrective Acfion Plan form. If there is a question related to confideMiality, please consult County Counsel,

Date of incident/event:

Briefly provide; a description
of the incident/event; Bowers / C,M. v. County of Los Ancaeles

Summary Gorrecfive Action Plan 2018-028

On August 2, 20'16, shortly before 9:00 p.m., two uniformed deputy
sheriffs on patrol in the Castaic area were responding fo a stolen vehicle
report call at an address they thought was the "Radeway Inn Motel." After
entering fhe perking lot of the Radeway Inn, the deputy sheriffs observed
the decedent riding his bicycle in the parking lot near the southwest corner
of one of the buildings. The decedent was known from severaE prior
contacts as a local transient, who sold drugs, and was on active probation
for theft and narcotics.

As the decedent rode his bicycle slowly eastbound through the parking
lot, the deputy sheriffs drove up next to him (in the same direction} and
illuminated him with the patrol car's spotlight. The first deputy sheriff
(driver) said through the open window, "Hey Bill, can we talk to you?"
1Nhen the decent looked over his shoulder at the deputy sheriffs he yelled,
"Fuck you!" and immediately started pedaling fast as he rode away from
them. The dec~derrt sped through the parking lot on his bicycle as the
deputies followed in kheir patrol car. Two different times as he fled, the
decedent threw a small objeck from his right hand onto the ground.

Note: Both deputy sheriffs believed fhe decedent was discarding
narcotics, and. they needed to detain him for a narcotics
inv~stigafion.

The decedent rode into a walkway between the motel buildings and ouk
of the deputy sheriff's sight. The deputy sheriffs drove through the parking
lot and around the buildings, in an attempt to find the decedent. When
#hey were on the north side of the motel, the .deputy sheriffs saw the
decedent riding. his bicycle westbound on the north driveway, towards
Castaic Road. The first deputy sheriff turned an the patrol vehicle's
overhead lights and used the siren and air horn as they drove towards the
decedent. The decedent continued to ride his bicycle away and made a
left turn onto a dirt sidewalk area between a chain fink fence-and a parked
tractor trailer, along Castaic Road, As the decedent continued to #Ice, he
used one hand to mach into his packet and appeared to make an
additional hand toss of an object over a :chain link fence. Both deputy
sheriffs shouted at the decedent tQ stop his bicycle,

Note: during several prior contacts, the decedent was very
cooperative and the deputy sheriffs did not have any issues. The
current .actions b the decedent seemed out of character and
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County of Los Angeles
Summary CarreCtive Action Plan

caused both deputy sheriffs to believe the decedent may have
drugs and/or coutd be armed.

Due to poor lighting, fences, fixed objects, a parked tracfar-trailer, and a
nearby taco truck with severe! patrons, the deputy sheriffs lost sight of the
decedent again, As the deputy sheriffs drove past a parked tractor-trailer,
they found the decedent's bicycle abandoned an the dirt sidewalk, but the
deaeBent was nct seen.

The second deputy sheriff (passenger) gat aut of the patrol vehicle and
attempted to locate the decedent, Some of the patrons at the taco truck
indicated the decedent was moving north. The second deputy sheriff
began moving north an foot. The first deputy sheriff began drivic~g the
patrol car next to the second deputy sheriff, pafafleling him. The first
deputy sheriff saw what he believed were the decedent's (pegs moving
r~orthbr~und behind the parked tractor-trailer. In an attempt to meet nr get
ahead of the decedent, the first deputy sheriff drove the patrol car north
on Castaic Road ~ past the parked tractor-trailer and stopped partially
block(rig the driveway of the Rcdeway Inn.

The first deputy sheriff exited his patrol vehicle and moved slang fhe front
of the traotawtrailer until he saw the decedent walking towards him. The
first deputy sheri#f saw the decedent's hands near his waistband. 'fhe first
deputy sheriK rooter#ed tt~e decedent, pointed his firearm at him,
activated the gun IighE, and said, "Bill step, let me see your hands." 'The
decedent did not comply and continued walking towards the first deputy
sheriff.

'fhe first deputy sheriff saw the decedent raise his hands up from his
waistband towards his chest, The decedent cupped his hands together
and appeared to be holding an object, now ~t chest level. The first deputy
sheriff feared the decedent was can#inning to advance, had a gun to his
hands, was taking a shooting stance, and was about to shoot him.

in fear to his life, the first deputy sheriff find one round from his pistol,
which 5truak the decedent on the left side of his chest, from approximately
5-10 feet sway. The decedent fail on the dirt sidewalk next to the
passenger side of the tractor-trailer. The deputy sheriffs held the
decedent at gunpoint until an additional unit arrived for backup. They then
approached and made cs~ntact with the decedent. Upon first contact, they
checked the decedent for signs of life, but none ware found.

Emergency medical services were summoned, but lifesaving efforts were
unsuccessful and fhe decedent was pronounced dead at the scene.

No weapons were found on or near the decedent's body. A subsequent
sesrCh of the path the decedent had ridden his bicycle and waked yielded
no weapons or narcotics. ~'oxicotogy of the decedent's blood revealed
presence of amphetamine, methamphetamine, and marijuana.

Document version: A.0 (January 2013} Page 2 of ~



County of Los Angles
Summary Corrective Action Ptan

1. Briefly describe the raat cause{s1 of the claim/iawsuii:

A Department root cause in this incident was the use of deadly force against the decedent when he
made a threatening gesture with h(s hands towards the first deputy sheriff.

A non-pepartment coat cause in this incident was the decedent's failure to fni[ow the fawfut commands
of a Los Ang~tes Cpunty Deputy Sheriff. Instead of complying with orders, the decedent fled on a bicycle,
fled on foot, remained uncooperative, and moved his hands together at chest level while facing the first
deputy sheriff. The decedent's threatening actions caused the first deputy sheriff to fear far his life,
resulting in a deputy involved shooting.

2. Sriet1y describe recpmmended corrective actions:
(Include etch catredtve riCtlOt~, due date, responsible party, attQ any disdplinary actions if 8ppropriate)

This incident has been investigated by the Sheriff's Department's Homicide Bureau to determine if any
criminal misconduct occurred.

The investigation his bEen submitted to the {.os Angeles County District Attorney's Once far a
determination as to whether the use of deadly force was legally justified and/or if any other criminal
misconduct occurred. At the time of this report, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's ~~ce has
not advised the Repartment of their findings.

The Sheriff s Department's Internal Affairs Bureau (lAB) will investigate this incident to determine if any
administrative misconduct occurred before, during, or after this incident.

The California Government Code's Peace officer Bill of Rights sefs gu[delmes for administrative
investigation statute dates, Upon completEon of the l.os Angeles County L7(stri~t Atfnrney's investiga#tan,
a statute date will ba set regarding the administrative investigation.

When the IAB investigator finishes the case, it will be submitted far approval. Approximately one month
after the case has been approved, the case will be presented to the Lns Angels County Sheriff s
Department's, Executive Force Review Commiftee (EFRC) for adjudication.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3, Are the corrective actions addressing Qepartment wide system issues?

O Yes—The car~ective actions address Department-wide system issues.

~ Nn —The corrective actions are only appl{cable to the ~ftected parties.

l.ns Ang_etes Count r~5h_eriff's Department _ _ _ .. _ ̀...
Name: {R~sk Management Coordtnatory

8c4tt E. JohnSDn, Captain
~Isk Management Bureau

r
____,......_ ..
Signature: 

f~~ ... _. _ _ . _._ - - - 
Date.

✓ //. ~~~~ I ̀

{ y + f

~ Name: (Department Heady LL .~

Scott W. Gage, AlChief
professional SE~nderds and Training Division

Signature: ~ ~- W . _ ~ . _ 'Date: - -.

Chief ExeCutiv~a aHtee Rtsk Management lnspectvr Qeneral USE aNLY Y Y~~

~ Are the oarreat[v~ act~ans appiieabte to other departments within the County?

o Yes, the Go~recUve actions patentiaUy hive County-wide ~ppiEcabitity.

•- No, the corrective actions are applicable ortty is this Depar#ment

i
Name: (Wsk ManagumeM inspector General)

~~l
5igna re. ~ 

~ ~ Det~: 
..._ ..

~r22 ;~_.._... ~ ~ ~ ~ ~3.~?~1 ~ .
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