
The High Risk Pest Exclusion Program provides for the inspection of plants, flowers, and produce to 
prevent the introduction of pests and diseases found in shipments of agricultural commodities at 
critical pest pathways.  Approval of this action will allow for continuation of this program.

SUBJECT

July 17, 2018

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT #18-0033 WITH 
THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

FOR THE HIGH RISK PEST EXCLUSION PROGRAM
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures
(Commissioner/Director) to sign the accompanying Agreement (#18-0033) with the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), which reimburses the County up to $985,081 for the
work conducted by the Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and Measures (ACWM) for 
the High Risk Pest Exclusion (HRPE) Program for the period beginning July 1, 2018 through June
30, 2019.

2. Delegate authority to the Commissioner/Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign and execute
future amendments to the Agreement, including amending the Agreement amount and Scope of
Work, provided that: 1) Approval as to form of County Counsel is obtained prior to any such
amendments; and 2) the Commissioner/Director notifies your Board in writing within 30 days after
execution of each amendment.

25     July 17, 2018

molvera
New Stamp



PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The County HRPE Program provides for the inspection of trucks carrying nursery plants and air 
freight terminals through which agricultural commodities, such as plants, flowers, and produce, are 
shipped. The Program also provides for the inspection of sea containers, express freight facilities, 
specialty markets, and swap meets at which plant and produce shipments and marketing are 
involved.  Interception at these points of entry is the primary defense against the introduction and 
spread of exotic and quarantine pests and diseases.  ACWM has consulted and worked 
collaboratively with shippers and receivers to assist in preventing the entry of exotic plant pests and 
diseases.

The program’s purpose is to stop potential infestations that would cause irreparable damage to 
agriculture, both in Los Angeles County and throughout the State, to both the urban and native 
environment, and to residents’ home gardens and trees.  Approval of the recommended actions will 
enable the ACWM to continue the HRPE Program to prevent the entry of exotic plant pests and 
diseases into Los Angeles County.  Your Board has approved similar agreements with CDFA since 
2000.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions are consistent with the County’s new Strategic Plan goals:

I.     Foster Vibrant and Resilient Communities.

•     Strategy II.2: Support the Wellness of Our Communities – By Promoting Active and Healthy 
Lifestyles (11.2.4) through protecting against invasive pests which threaten the availability of fresh, 
healthful, locally-grown foods.

•     Strategy II.3: Make Environmental Sustainability Our Daily Reality – By reducing the need for 
widespread pesticide applications through preventing introductions of invasive pests before they 
enter and become established in our environment.

II.    Realize Tomorrow’s Government Today 

•     Strategy III.3: Pursue Operational Effectiveness, Fiscal Responsibility, and Accountability - By 
Maximizing Revenue and Leveraging Resources (III.3.1) to eliminate pest risks before introduction, 
thus minimizing negative impacts upon agricultural trade and preventing the need for costly pest 
management and eradication emergency response activities. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this Agreement, CDFA will provide funding up to $985,081 for work performed by this 
Department for the period of July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019.  The revenue is included in the 
Department’s Fiscal Year 2018-19 Final Adopted Budget.  This program is fully funded by this 
agreement.  There is no net County cost associated with this program.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Agreement is for the period of July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019.

The County Agricultural Commissioner is responsible for the administration of this local enforcement 
program specified by the California Food and Agricultural Code Section 2282.  Food and Agricultural 
Code Section 2282.5 provides authority for annual funding for the HRPE Program.  

Agreement #18-0033 has been reviewed by County Counsel and is approved as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended Board action will support the program services for the entire 2018-2019 Fiscal 
Year.

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights 
and Measures

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
County Counsel
Auditor Controller 

Respectfully submitted,
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