
SUBJECT

Request approval of adoption of written findings and recommendations in the 
Emergency Medical Services Agency’s Impact Evaluation Report of the 
closure of Community Medical Center Long Beach.

May 01, 2018

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ADOPTION OF FINDINGS AND REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING 

THE CLOSURE OF COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER LONG BEACH
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 4)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.     Approve the Impact Evaluation Report (IER), which concludes that the 
closure of Community Medical Center Long Beach (CMCLB) on or before July 
3, 2018 will have a negative impact upon the community.

2.     Instruct the Acting Director of Health Services (Director), or her designee, 
to forward the IER to the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) within 
three days of adoption by the Board as required by the California Health and 
Safety (H&S) Code Section 1300.

3.     Approve the recommendations of the EMS Agency to partially mitigate the 
impact of the closure of CMCLB.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On March 7, 2018, MemorialCare Health System's Chief Executive Officer John Bishop notified the 
CDPH, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Health Facilities Inspection Division, 
and the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Agency that CMCLB was eliminating basic emergency 
medical services and intended to cease operation as a general acute care hospital at 1720 Termino 
Avenue, Long Beach by no later than July 3, 2018.
CMCLB administrators cited the recent discovery of a fault line under the Hospital that is larger than 
previously known and also found to be active, as the determining factor in deciding that the Hospital 
would be unable to meet seismic compliance standards by the June 30, 2019 deadline, as the basis 
for the closure.  Following the notification, the EMS Agency scheduled the required public hearing as 
per California H&S Code Section 1300.

Approval of the recommendations validates the EMS Agency’s IER findings that the immediate 
elimination of basic emergency medical services and the upcoming closure of CMCLB will have a 
negative effect upon the community, adopts the recommendations contained in the IER to partially 
mitigate that impact, and instructs the Director to forward the IER (Attachment A) to CDPH.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Strategy II.2, "Supporting the Wellness of Our Communities" and 
III.3, "Striving for Operational Effectiveness, Fiscal Responsibility, and Accountability" of the County's 
Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no direct net County cost associated with the closure of CMCLB.  However, County 
hospitals could be indirectly impacted if patients previously seen at CMCLB, or future patients that 
would have otherwise been treated at CMCLB, seek medical care at those hospitals.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

California H&S Code Section 1255.1 requires hospitals to provide at least 90 days advance notice of 
any planned reduction or elimination of emergency medical services to the CDPH, the County, and 
healthcare service plans or other third party payers under contract with the hospital.  Public notice 
also must be provided in a manner that is likely to reach a significant number of residents served by 
the hospital and it must be given at least 90 days in advance of the projected closure date.

In addition to providing public notice of the planned closure, California H&S Code Section 1300 
requires at least one public hearing to provide timely notice to stakeholders and the public so that 
alternate arrangements for care can be made, and to incorporate information from the hearing into 
the IER.  In Los Angeles County, the Board of Supervisors has appointed the Emergency Medical 
Services Commission (EMSC) to conduct the public hearing and the local EMS Agency to prepare 
the IER.  The County is required to provide CDPH with the results of the IER within three days of its 
completion.

The required public hearing was conducted by the EMSC on April 11, 2018 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at The Grand in the City of Long Beach.  Notification of the closure and an invitation to attend 
the public hearing was widely disseminated throughout the community.  Individuals and 
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organizations were invited to participate in the public hearing and/or submit written testimony 
relevant to the proposed closure of CMCLB.  Over 150 people attended the public hearing.  Oral 
testimony was accepted from 27 individuals, including elected officials.  The IER concludes that 
CMCLB primarily serves the eastern section of the City of Long Beach, Signal Hill, and the northwest 
section of Seal Beach (Orange County).  There are a total of eleven acute care facilities within ten 
miles of CMCLB, and of these eleven facilities, four are within five miles.  As of this date, all of 
CMCLB’s patients have been made aware of the facility’s upcoming July 3, 2018 closure.  Barring 
further developments, CMCLB will close on or before July 3, 2018.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Not applicable.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The closure of CMCLB will have a negative impact on the community and the Los Angeles County 
EMS system.

Respectfully submitted,

Christina R. Ghaly, M.D.

Acting Director

Enclosures

Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Auditor-Controller
Emergency Medical Services Agency

c:

CRG:am

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
5/1/2018
Page 3








































