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MARY C. WICKHAM

County Counsel April 18, 2018

TO: CELIA ZAVALA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Pre~a i

FROM: ROGER H. GRANBO n

Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Atziri Olivo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 502 929

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1609

FACSIMILE

(213)626-2105

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

rgranbo@counsel.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Atziri Olivo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.,
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 502 929 in the amount of $985,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Beaches and Harbors' budget.

This dangerous condition lawsuit arises from injuries sustained by a toddler when
she stepped into a fire ring on Dockweiler Beach.
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CASE SUItAMARY

INFQRMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEltIIENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE Ftl.ED

COUNTY DEPAF2TMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL. RTTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

Atziri Oliva, et ai. v. County of L.os Angeles, et al.

BC502929

Los Angeles Superior Court

March 13, 2013

Department of Beaches and Harbors

$ 985,000

Sanford Joss~n, Esq.

Michel J. Gordon,
Depu#y County Counsel

On July 15, 2411, Plaintiff Jaetene Salinas suffered
severe burns to her feet and hand when she
stepped into a fire ring ~t Dockweiler Beach while
playing without adult supervision. At the Time, her
mother Plaintiff Atziri Oliva was preparing her lunch
about twenty feet away. Plaintiffs aNege the ire ring
was in a dangerous condition because of
"confusing" signage which prohibited fires "on the
beach" and allege a "bask~tbalt-sized" chunk of the
fire ring was missing ~1lowing Mips Salinas, a
toddler, to walk directly into the fire ring which
contained hof coals and embers that wire partially
concealed beneath the sand,

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full
and final settlement of the case in the amount of
$985,CIafl is recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAiD COSTS, TO QATE

$ 391,025

$ 67,154

HQA.102024934.1



Case NamQ: J.5alinas v, Counly of Los Angeles, of al,
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The lntant of this farm Is to ass(st departments in writing a corrective action plan summary far atiacfiment
to the settlement documents developed Far the Boartl pf Supervisors andlar the County aF Los Angalos
Clairrts Board. i'he summary should ba a specific overview of lf~o daimsllativsuits' Identified root causes
and carrecliva a~ti❑ns (status, tEm~ frame, and roaponslblo party). Thl~ summary does not repl~co the
Corrective Action P1~n form. If Chore (s a question r~laled to confidentiaiity, please can5ult Cfluniy Cou~7sol.

Dale of incidenfl~v~nf: July 15, 2011

Sriefly providQ ~ ~-Qa~tian aF lh~ lncidQnt: f~ockweller SIat4 E3aach, 120fl0 Vista del Mir,
description of the Playa del Rey, CA ~D2~J3
lnciclQnUevQnl;

0n Jufy ~5, 2011, a toddler Suffered severe burns to fret feel as ~ result
of climbing in a fire rin~ at Docicwellnr Slate 8aach. Tha toddler was al
4iie beach wilF~ her family, (ncluding her mother and grandmother, and
was playing unsupervised next to a lire ring in the fire ring area. Sho
cllmbcd into the fro ring and sustained savero burns to h~~ feel, as rho
firs rin . conlainec~ hat materials from revl4uS use ~,

1 _ E3riaily describe the rt~at ~ausv{s~ of the ~lalmlfawsuit;

T. The fire rings are love fo the c~raund and the beach is accessible 24-7.
2. Hal coals or fire remnants are net always roadlly ascertainable and can remain hot for a

lengthy period, especEally if covered with sand.
3. Non-Qeparimeni foot Causo -Tito toddler tiv~s playing unsupervised next Sa a fire ring.

Briefly desCribo recommended corrective 2etlans:
(Include cacFt wrracGve acunn, duo dale, responsible party, and any disdp{lnary acllon:~ If ~npropriale)

June-July 2015 —New fire rings were ordered and placed an the beach with warnings In red on the
sides rc~acling "~AU710N I-i07 C(]ALS" in the tap line end "ALLOW FIRES TO pURN OUT` in the
second line. Also, the warning Ganlains the rendering of a flamolira (sea ~llached pictures). The
design was approved by County Caunsc~l.

April Z0~7 — Slgnage ~Adas placed at the beach entrance and at intervals on the b~~~ch visually
showing a iuot ready to step inla a fire ring with the ~vriling "CAUTION HOT ASHES" (on the renderedire ring) and "DO NOT STEE' IN FIRE f'175° crossed by a red line {see ~Itached pictures}. 5ignagedesign was approved by County Counsel.

April 2014 —7he Department will conduct an investigation of tl~e beach fire r(ngs in consultation trlilh
the CEO's Ris{c Management Loss Cnnirol and Provenlion Ur~i1, an li7surance consultant with subjectinatRer expertise in fire and Burn-rolalod Injurieslincidonls, anti County Counsol. This investiyatin~7 will
fncludo, bur not be limited ta, a r~vlew pf flre ring design, halghl, acGessil~ility, end localionl~laaen~ant,
as well as options lv limit the Department's risks of liability and financial exposuro,

December 20i$ —The Departmflnl will propose changes to the County Code Section 17.12,370
Fires Prohibited, to include a prahlbllion an extinguishing fires with sand,

Document veteran: Q.0 (January 2x13} f~aga 1 of 2



County of Los Angeles
Summary Cortectiv~ Action P~~n

January 2019 — Iri 2D17, the Department sponsored t~gislal(an (58 72q) to obtain Immunity from civil
liability for op~t~Nng beach fire rings similar to the immunity that public enlitfe~ have far operating dog
and skate parks. Thy pep~~imsnt re~~nlly received ward that SB 7~q will not be re-Irttroducsd with
the same subject matter in 201 . 'the Department will canflnue ef~arts io ultimately secure passage
of State teglslatian providing the County uv(th pratecllon from Ilabiltty rnnr~iy tnr making ►ha lire rings
available.

7'he person respanstble far implementing additional si~nage end ordering redesigned fire rings was
Kenneth Ftirernan, Chle~ a# 0p~eifonal Services Division.

The person responsible for coordinating the investigation/raview t~F tha fry rings, sponsoring of
t~+3isl~ttpn and for ~hang~s to the County Cede is Steffan PnResCu, Qepartment's Legislative Ai

3. Are the corrective aolinns addressing departrtent-wide system tissues?

C Yes -» ̀ The carrectlue actions address department-w;d~ sysferri Issues.

lfl Nn--The carr+~atEve acgans arg Holy applicable to the affected parties.

w ___ ._.~__._.._.---- - .. ._..__._ ~. ~_..~_,. . _~ _ _ ...., ........... . ~_............ __ __.
~ Name: (Risk Management Caa~finator}
Stefan b. Pnpescu ~

Signature: Date:

NaRte: (F~eparimerot Head}~ --- ~ - ~ . .. 
_...--- -..--- .- -. .. _ ___.~__.

GARYJONES
__......__ ____.._ a

i Signatnr~: ~; I~~te: 
~~_i~ I"~'~.

l ._ .. .......... _.. . ____ _ .. _ ... _.... _._... ~__..__....._ f . W~._... ..~_ _ . _ ~

ChEef Execuily~ OffEcu Risk Management Inspeatnr General USA ONLY

Are the ccxreative ac~or~s applEcabte is outer departments wlthEn the C~unty7

D Yes, tt~e aarrecuve ~ctinn~ pofentIal~y have Country-wide appUc~bllity.

Na, the ccxrect(ve ~cUons are appiice~fe Doty in this department.

~ NBrrte:,{Risk hianagament tnepe~tw Gersnrdq ~.. j
,.
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