COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

648 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
500 WEST TEMPLE STREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012-2713 TELEPHONE
(213) 974-1609
FACSIMILE

MARY C. WICKHAM

County Counsel April 18,2018 (213) 626-2105
TDD

(213) 633-0901
E-MAIL

rgranbo@counsel.lacounty.gov

TO: CELIA ZAVALA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Pre/p?ﬁi@

FROM: ROGER H. GRANBO
Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Atziri Olivo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 502 929

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda
MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Atziri Olivo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al..

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 502 929 in the amount of $985,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Beaches and Harbors' budget.

This dangerous condition lawsuit arises from injuries sustained by a toddler when
she stepped into a fire ring on Dockweiler Beach.
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CASE SUMMARY
INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.102024934.1

$

8

Atziri Olivo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
BC502929

Los Angeles Superior Court

March 13, 2013

Depariment of Beaches and Harbors

985,000

Sanford Jossen, Esq.

Michael J. Gordon,
Deputy County Counsel

On July 15, 2011, Plaintiff Jaelene Salinas suffered
severe burns to her feet and hand when she
stepped into a fire ring at Dockweiler Beach while
playing without adult supervision. At the time, her
mother Plaintiff Atziri Olivo was preparing her lunch
about twenty feet away. Plaintiffs allege the fire ring
was in a dangerous condition because of
"confusing" signage which prohibited fires "on the
beach" and allege a "basketball-sized" chunk of the
fire ring was missing allowing Miss Salinas, a
toddler, to walk directly into the fire ring which
contained hot coals and embers that were partially
concealed beneath the sand,

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full
and final settlement of the case in the amount of
$985,000 is recommended,

391,025

67,154



Case Name: J.Salinas v, (i-c;ﬁnly of l;os;-Angeles. ol al, :
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Summary Corrective Action Plan *
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The Intent of this form Is to assist depariments in writing a correclive action plan summary for attachmant

to the setllemant documents developed far the Board af Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angalas

Claims Board. The summary should ba a spacific overview of the clalms/lawsuils' identified rool causes

and corrective actions (status, ime frame, and responsfble party). This summary does not replaca the

Carrectiva Action Ptan form. If there Is a question related to confidentiality, please cansull County Counsel,

.....

Date of incidant/event: July 15, 2011
Briefly pravide a Location of the Incident: Dockweller State Beach, 12000 Vista del Mar,
description of the Playa del Rey, CA 90293

incident/event:
On July 18, 2011, a loddler suffered sevare burns to her feel as a result
of climbing in a fire ring at Dockweiler State Beach, The toddler was at
(he beach with her famlly, including her mother and grandmother, and
was playing unsupervised next lo a fire ring in the fire ring area. She
climbed inlo the fire ring and suslained savere burns lo her feel, as the
fire ring contained hol materlals from previous usage,

1. Brielly describe the root cause(s) of the clalmftawsuil:

—_

The fire rings are low to the ground and tha beach is accessible 24-7,

2. Hol coals or fire remnanlts are not always readlly ascerlainable and can remain hol for a
lengthy period, especlally if coverad with sand.

3. Non-Depariment Root Cause - The toddler was playing unsupervised next o a fire ring.

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
{Include cach carrectiva action, due dalg, respansibla party, and any disdplinary aclang If approjiials)

June-July 2015 — New fire rings were ordared and placed on the baach with warnings In red on the
sides reading “CAUTION HOT COALS" in the top Ilne and “ALLOW FIRES TO BURN OUT" in the

second line. Also, the warning conlains the rendering of a flame/fire (see altached plclures), The
deslgn was approved by Gounty Counsal,

April 2017 - Signage was placed at the beach entrance and al intervals on the beach visually
showing a fool ready lo step inta a fire ring with the wriling “CAUTION HOT ASHES" (an the rendered
fire ring) and “DQ NOT STEP IN FIRE PITS® crossed by a red line (see attached pictures). Signage
design was approved by Counly Counsel.

April 2018 — The Department will conducl an invesligation of the beach fire rings in consultation with
the CEQ's Risk Management Loss Control and Prevention Unit, an Insurance consultant wih subject
maller expertise in fire and burn-relaled Injuries/incidents, and County Counsel. This investigation will
include, but not be limited to, a review of fire ring design, height, accessibility, and localion/placement,
as wall as options lo limit the Deparment's risks of liability and financlal exposure,

December 2018 — The Departmenl will propose changes to the County Code Section 17.12,370 -
Fires Prohiblled, 1o include a prohibition on extinguishing fires wilh sand.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corractive Action Plan

January 2019 - In 2017, the Department sponsored lagistation (SB 720) to oblain Immunity from civil
liability for operating beach fire rings similar to the immunity that public enlitlies have for operating dog
and skate parks. The Depariment recently received ward that SB 720 will not be re-Introduced with
the same subject matter in 2018. The Department will continue efforts to ultimately securs passage
of Sitate legislation providing the County with protection from lliability merely far making the fire rings
available.

The person respansibla for implementing additional signage and ordering redeslgned fire rings was
Kenneth Foreman, Chief of Operational Sarvicas Divisian.

The person responsible for coordinating the investigationfreview of the fire rings, sponsoring of
| legislation and for changes to the County Code is Stefan Popescu, Depariment's Legislative Analyst.

3. Are the correclive aclions addressing depariment-wide systom issues?

2 Yes - The corrective aclions address depariment-wide system Issues,
B No - The corractive actions ars only applicable to the affacted parlies.

Narte: (Risk Managemant Coordinalor)
Stefan D. Popescu

AP Tin)zen

-dhdl_a.me: {Bepariment Head)
GARY JONES

| Signature: o e o N
| 9 cZE i 12-18-171

' Chief Executlve Offico Risk Management Inspector Genaral USE ONLY
+ Ara the corrective actions applicable lo other departments within the Caunty?

|
0 Yaes, the corrective actions potentially have County-wide applicabllity.
')( No, the correclive aclions are applicable only to this department.

| Name;@sk Managament Inapector General)
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