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YOUR VISIT TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
WILL NOT BE COMPLETE UNLR.'>S YOU SEE TH£ 

''MISSION PLAY'' 
at San Gabriel, Cal. 

Every afternoon at 2:30 Every evening(,11!!'1:-�v,)at 8:15 
Take PaciEic Electric Can, 6th and Main Sta.. Lo. Aapla 

Runnins every 20 Minum, 

Sunaot, 8-dWlll' fl378 H-, f.lZJO 

Figure 6 of 10 
Advertisement Flyer, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, CA 
Date: circa 1913 
Description: Advertisement Flyer for the Mission Play 
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BRAND 

Figure 9 of 10 
Orange crate label, San Marino Growers Packing Association, San Marino, CA 
Date: 1923 
Description: Orange crate label featuring the Mission Play, for national distribution 
Courtesy of Jay T. Last Collection, The Huntington Library, San Marino, CA 
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to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

i Description prepared by Diane Plava, Los Angeles County Community Development Commission, 11/8/1985.
ii Mission Play Exhibit, San Gabriel Historical Association Museum 
111 "Opening of Mission Play a Brilliant Affair", Shallert, Edwin, Los Angeles Times, March 6, 1927, p. 3.
1vThis term is taken from William Deverell's book titled, "Whitewashed Adobe".
v 

11Franciscan Glory-Story: 11American Oberammergau" of John S. McGroarty", Los Angeles Times, April 28, 1912, 111-
1. 
vi Deverell, William, White Washed Adobe, (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2004), p. 209.
vii McGroarty, John Steven, California: Its History and Romance. (Los Angeles: Grafton, 1911).

vm Deverell, William, White Washed Adobe, (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2004), p. 211. 
ix A phrase attributed to Carey McWilliams in Deverell, White Washed Adobe, p. 28, 264. The phrase is also
articulated in tourism literature. See 11Southern California Through the Camera" published by the Los Angeles "All 

Year Club" in the 1920s. 
x McGroarty's biographer offers alternatives to the traditional narrative and timetable of the play's creation. Mary

Eleanor Craggs, 11The Career of John Steven McGroarty", M.A. Thesis, Catholic University of America, San Rafael, 

California, 1958. Elizabeth Murray gives a very dramatic rendering of the play's origin that falls between the 
regional lore and the historical consensus: 11A Sketch of Play's Creation and History", Elizabeth Murray, West Coast 

Magazine, volume 12, 1912. See also, William Deverell, White Washed Adobe. 
xi "New and Larger Theater for the Mission Play," Los Angeles Times, February 20,1921.
xii "Mission Play's Novel Home: New Theater Building Rapidly at San Gabriel", Los Angeles Times, February 25,
1912, p. 11-11. 
xiii Deverell. William, White Washed Adobe, (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2004), p. 215.
xiv Population data: http://www.laalmanac.com/population/po26.htm; The city of San Gabriel incorporated in
1913. 
xv Quoted in a 1915 Mission Play playbill, copy, Huntington Library.
xvi Elizabeth Murray, "A Sketch of Play's Creation and History", West Coast Magazine, volume 12, 1912. 
xvii During a span of 20 years, 2.5 million people attended some 3,000 performances of the play This figure is widely

reported in playhouse programs, the Los Angeles Times, and literature pertaining to the play. The playhouse also 
figures in Joseph "Jo" Mora, California Tourism maps 
xviii "New and Larger Theater for the Mission Play", John Steven McGroarty, Los Angeles Times, February 20, 1921,
p. Vl
xix Ibid.
xx Deverell, p. 232.
xxi Ibid. To assist in raising funds, the Mission Play Corporation sold stock options. Board member and businessman,
George I. Cochran stated that his purchase of preferred stock was, "not a subscription but a loan ... " which
appeared to be a common belief among notable investors.xx1 Henry E. Huntington and D.L. Doheny contributed

$10,000 each, the Retail Merchants Association gave $6,000, Harry Chandler, George Cochran, Samuel Rindge, W.I.
Hollingsworth, Henry Robinson, Title Insurance Corporation, and Eli Clark pledged $5,000. And Frank Miller, owner
of the Mission Inn in Riverside contributed $3,000. As a result, the support for the Mission Play and Playhouse

drew from Southern California's elite.X'i Despite their patronage, the Corporation hired Lyndon Ellsworth Behymer,

a promoter with a long history in Los Angeles show business to manage the Mission Play and Playhouse

construction.
xxii Approximately 10 million dollars today.
xxiii "Opening of Mission Play a Brilliant Affair", Shallert, Edwin, Los Angeles Times, March 6, 1927, p. 3.
xxiv Deverell, pp. 244-245.
xxv "New Mission Play Theater Opens Doors in San Gabriel", Busby, Marquis, Los Angeles Times, March 6, 1927, p.
C-17.
xxvi "A Cultural Future That Awaits San Gabriel", pamphlet, San Gabriel Mission Playhouse
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