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Los Angeles County Arts Commission Proposal for Conservation Services for 
Hugo Ballin Medical Sciences Fresco 

 The Countywide Proposition A’s of 1992 and 1996, established the Los Angeles 

County Regional Park and Open Space District (the District) and allocated millions of 

dollars to public agencies and non-profit organizations for the purpose of acquiring and 

developing facilities and open spaces for public recreation. The District grants funds 

relating to the improvement, restoration and/or rehabilitation of a property. 

 

 The ceiling fresco titled Medical Sciences by artist Hugo Ballin (1879-1956), in 

the entry vestibule of the historic general hospital at the LAC+USC Medical Center, is 

one of the oldest known artworks in the County’s Civic Art Collection. It was completed 

in 1932 during the construction of the hospital. The fresco is in poor condition due to old 

water damage and the technique by which it was painted. Ballin is known for murals he 

created in many prominent buildings including the Los Angeles Times Building, Wilshire 

Temple, Burbank City Hall and the Griffith Park Observatory, but the County’s mural is 

unique because it is the only true fresco he painted (i.e. painted directly on the wall, the 

others are painted on canvas), however, for this reason there are inherent condition 

issues that need to be addressed or the mural will eventually fade away. The fresco is 

one of the most significant artworks in the civic art collection and in Los Angeles County 

as a whole.  It is imperative the County preserves and restores this historic treasure that 

belongs to the people of Los Angeles County.  

 

 The Los Angeles County Arts Commission through its Civic Art Program has a 

track record of successful conservation projects, including historic artworks. The Civic 
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Art Program is proposing to apply for the funds to clean, repair and restore the fresco. 

Furthermore, the project includes a Youth Employment Plan. An “at-risk youth” (as 

defined by the District) will be hired to work as a paid intern with the conservation firm, 

which aligns with the Arts Commission’s Board directed Cultural Equity and Inclusion 

Initiative (CEII). 

 

I THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
 

1. Approve the attached resolution approving the application to the Los Angeles 

County Regional Park and Open Space District for First District Excess Funds for 

the Conservation Services for Hugo Ballin Medical Sciences Fresco Project by 

the Los Angeles County Arts Commission.  

 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of the Los Angeles County Arts Commission or 

designee to accept the funds in the amount of $200,670 and submit all 

documents, including the project agreement and payment requests which may be 

necessary for the completion of the project.  
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