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TO: LORI GLASGOW
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparation |

FROM: ROGER H. GRANBO; ?”M
Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Altrikii Brown v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No, CV 16-01413

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and

the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda
MISCELLANEQUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Altrikii Brown v. County of Los Angeles, et al., United States
District Court Case No. CV 16-01413 in the amount of $ 300,000 and instruct the
Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the
Sheriff's Department's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of civil rights violations and excessive force
when Plaintiff was shot and arrested by a Sheriff's Deputy.
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CASE SUMMARY
INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.101781818.1

$

$

Altriki Brown v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
CV 16-01413
United States District Court

July 25, 2016
Sheriff's Department
300,000

Jamon R. Hicks, Esq.
Douglas/Hicks Law, APC

Jonathan McCaverty
Principal Deputy County Counse!

This Is a recommendation to settle for $300,000,
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil
rights lawsuit arising out of a May 2014 non-fatal,
deputy-involved shooting at the House of Blues in
the City of West Hollywood filed by Altriki Brown.

Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further
litigation costs; therefore, a full and final settlement
of the case in the amount of $300,000 is
recommended.

$40,051

2,303



Case Name: Altrikl Brown v. County of Los Anaeles. at al. ' ‘ l

Summary Corrective Action Plan

The intent of this form is to assist deparments In writing a corrective action plan summary for attachment
to the settlement documents davalopad for the Board of Supervisors @ndfor the Counly of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summary shauld be a specific overview of the claims/iawsuits' identified roct causes
and corractive actions (status, time frame, and responstble parly). This summary does not replace the
Corrective Action Plan farm. If thers is a quastion rélatad to con fidentiality, please consult County Gounsel,

Date of Incidentevent;

May 24, 2014 at approximately 1:50 A.M.

Briefly provide a description
of the incident/event;

Altrik| Brown v, County of Los Angeles
Summary Correstive Actlon Plan 2017-27

| on May 24, 2014, al approximately 1:50 A.M., sixd eputy s!’ieriff personnel

and ane sergeant wera working a special contract event at the "House of
Blues” providing security at a rap conceit. A briefing was sonducted prior
to the start of the shift in which personnel wera instructed to allow House
of Blues security staff to handle any problems inside the vente.

The assigned deputy sheriff personnel were to intervene if they witnessed

-a criminal act outslde of tha venue, but maintain awareness of potential

consaquances due to the presence of a large crowd at the venua,

Note: On-duty deputy sherif personnel assigned to West
Hollywood Station commonly werk similar avents to assist in
dlscouraging probléms and to provide a more rapid and
coordinated response if any problems arise.

Once the event concluded, and patrons were leaving the venue, House
af Blues security personnel aleried deputy sheriff parsonnel of a fight in

the parking lot of the venue, Deputy sheriff personne! responded to the
area for further Investigation.

Prior to the deputy sheriffs' arrival at the location of the fight, House of
Blues securily parsonnel separated the involved parties. One of the
involved male adults was angry and he altempled o re-engage the
plaintiff and other involved persons. The angry man was escorted lo a
brown Pontiac Bonneville that was parked in the valet ares, The Pontiac
was parked approximately four te ten faat in front of tha plaintiff's Chrysler
aoo.

The first deputy sheriff saw that the plaintiff was uncooperative with
securily personnel and approached to assist Security personnel
convinced the plaintiff to enter his Chrysler 300, pricr to the first depuly
making confact with him.

The plaintiff entered his Chrysler 300 vehicle and accelerated forward,
ramming the Pontiae Bonneville parked In front of him. After the collision,
the plaintiff's vehicle continued to accalerate forward and push againsat the
Bonineville, causing hls tires to screech, spin, and smoke. .
Several pairons scattersd and two security personnel, which had been
posilionad between the (wo vehicles, were forced to jump out of the way:
One sagurity officer recelved a minor injury when ha fell s he moved out
of the way.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

A second depuly sheriff ran over to the driver's side of the Chrysler 300,
drew his firearm, and ordared the plaintiff to stop and exit the vehicle. The
plaintiff briefly stopped accelerating then re-aceeiarated “full-throttle,” znd
rammed the Bonneville for a second time. While the plaintiifs Chrysler
300 was in contact with the Bonneville, the plaintiff continued to accalerale
forward, causing his vehicle's tires to spln, screech, and smoke.

Tha first deputy sherlff ran toward the driver's sida of the Chrysler 300, In
close proximity 1o the second deputy sheriff, and drew his firearm. Both
deputy sheriffs ordered the plalntiff to stop and exit the vehigla, bul the
plaintiff did not comply. Event patrons were standing in sevetal positions
around and near the Chrysier 300, and the plaintiff continued accelerating

his vehicle's englne and using his vehicle to recklessly push the
Bonneville,

Due to the plaintifis erralic and reckless actions causing a potential for
great bodily injury or death to the nearby patrons, security, and depuly
sheriff personnel, the first deputy fired one round which struck tha raar
driver’s window of the Chrysier 300, The plainiiff continuad to recklessly
accelerate his vehicle against the Bonneville, The first deputy reassessed
the plaintiff's actions and the threat to the bystanders, and then fired a
second round which struck the plaintiff in the left bicep.

After the second shot, the plaintiff immediately stopped his accelsralion,
exited his vehicle, rolled onto the ground, and was handeuffad without
further resistance, -

A third deputy sheriff broadcasted via radio that a shooling occurred and
requested paramedics, The second depuly sheriff, alang with ona
secwity guard, administered first aid to the plaintiff until paramedics
arrived at the location,

The plaintiff was subsequently transported to the hospital, where he was
lreated for a gunshot wound to his left arm.

The plaintiff was arrested and charged with Assault with 3 Deadly Weapon
{Callfornia Penal Code Section 245{a)[1)), ObstructResist 8 Peace
Officer by means of threats or violence {California Penal Code Section
68), and Resisling, Delaying or Obstructing a Peace Officer {California
Penal Code saction 148a){1]).

The plainliff was released from custody on bond, pending criminal
proceedings.

As aresult of a jury trial, the plaintiff was acquitted of Assault with Deadly
Weapon and the subsequent criminal charges were dismissed in
furtherance of justice.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corractive Action Plan

1. Briefly describe the root cause(s) of the claim/lawsult:

A Department sool cause in this incident was the discharge of a firearm into an occupled and moving
vehicle in an effort ta stap the drivar's errstle and rackless aclions.

A Non-Department root cause In this incident was the plaintiffs failure to comply with the lawful orders

of the Los Angeles County depuly sheriff, and his reckiess actions that placsd citizens and deputy sheriff
personngl in danger of great bodily injury or death.

The plaintiff intentlonally caused damage {o another patron's vehicle. The plaintiff's actions also caused
a securily guard to be injured when he feared for his life and safety and fell when he moved out of the
way of the plaintiff's moving vehicle. : ‘

2. Brielly describe recommendad corrective actions:
{Include sach coractive action, due date, responsible party, and any disciplinary actions if apprapifate}

The incldent was Investigated by the Sheriff's Depariment's Homicide Bureau to datermine if any criminal

misconduct occurred. Upon canclusion of their investigation, the case was submitled to the Los Angeles
County District Attorney's Office for filing consideration. :

On January 22, 2015, the Los Angeles County District Altorney’s Justice Systems and Integrity Division
(4.8.1.D.} concluded that the first depuly shesiff, “acted in lawful seif-defense and the defense of others

when he used deadly force against {the plaintiff)." They added that they are closing their file on this case
and will taka nho further action in thig matter. . .

The incident was investigated by representatives of the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Depariment's

Internal Affairs Bureau to delermine if any administrative misconduct occurred before, during, or afier
this incident,

On December 3, 2018, the results of the adminisirative investigation were presented 1o the Exacutive
Force Review Committee (EFRC) for evaluation.

The EFRC determined the tactics and the use of deadly force were within Depariment policy.

On August 4, 2016, the Los Angeles County Shariff's Depariment published an updats to the Manual of
Policy and Procedures, saclion 3-10/220.00 Use of Firaarms Against Vehicles and/or Occupants of

Vehicfes. The policy update was coupled with a tralning video that was produced by the Department's
Videg Praduction Unit,
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County of Los Angeles
Surnmary Corractive Action Plan

3. Are the carractive actions addressing Department-wide system issues?

1 Yes — The corrective actions address Depariment-wide system issues,

& No~ The corrective actions are anly applicable to lhe affected parties.

Los Angeles County Sheriif's Depariment
Name:; {Risk Management Coardinatar)

Scolt E. Johnson, Captain
Risk Management Bureauy
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