
Approval of a road access and maintenance license agreement to allow the County Internal Services 
Department to traverse Castro Motorway, a private road that provides access to the County of Los 
Angeles’ Castro Peak Communication Site located at 928 Latigo Canyon Road, Malibu.

SUBJECT

January 21, 2014

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ROAD ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
FOR PRIVATE ROAD ACCESS 

TO CASTRO PEAK COMMUNICATION SITE, MALIBU
(THIRD DISTRICT) 

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Find that the proposed road access and maintenance license agreement is categorically exempt 
from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act, pursuant to Class 1 of the 
Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by the Board, per Section 
15301 of the State of California Environmental Act Guidelines (Existing Facilities).

2. Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign the five-year road access and maintenance license 
agreement with companies owned by James Kay (Licensor), with 10 five-year renewal options; an 
initial one-time service cost of $31,000 in order to defer Licensor’s capital, maintenance, and 
administrative costs; and a license fee of $12,000 per annum, which includes permission to use the 
private road and offsets for annual routine maintenance costs for the road, which will be incurred by 
the Licensor.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION



The purpose of the recommended action is to provide the County’s Internal Services Department 
(ISD) with long-term access through the subject properties to the Castro Peak Communication Site 
(Site).  The Site is critical not only to the County, but to the State of California (State) and County of 
Ventura (Ventura), both of which occupy space at Castro Peak under separate license agreements.  
It is also projected that the Site will also be utilized by the Los Angeles Regional Interoperable 
Communications System Authority (LA RICS), and the proposed License will provide LA RICS with 
the same access to the Site.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The proposed recommendations will further the Board-approved Countywide Strategic Plan Goal of 
Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1), that directs we maximize the effectiveness of process, structure, 
and operations to support timely delivery of customer-oriented and efficient public services.  In this 
case, the County is demonstrating interagency cooperation and goodwill by providing the public with 
quality service that is beneficial and responsive.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

ISD will incur an initial one-time service cost of $31,000 and an annual license fee of $12,000.  Both 
costs will eventually be divided equally among the County, and the other two Site users, which are 
the State and Ventura, resulting in an initial one-time County cost of $10,333, and annual County 
cost of $4,000, after negotiations with the two Site users have been completed. The one-time and 
annual costs to the County will be recovered by ISD through departmental billings.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Castro Peak is a multi-County department user site under the proprietorship of ISD, which manages 
the Site and the telecommunication facilities on behalf of the County.

On August 18, 1998, the Board approved a 20-year license (License L-71733), which permitted the 
State to install a telecommunication system for use by the California Highway Patrol and other State 
agencies.  On February 17, 2009, the Board approved License L-76946, which allowed Ventura to 
co-locate its telecommunication facilities with those of the State.  License L-76946, as later amended 
on November 3, 2010, currently provides interoperable communication capabilities for enhanced 
coordination among multi-agency emergency and law enforcement responders.

As information, access to the Castro Peak Communication Site is provided by a private roadway, 
Castro Motorway, which traverses through several privately-owned parcels.  The proposed access 
agreement with the Licensor will provide the County and its Site users with long term rights over 
approximately 12,210 linear feet of that roadway to provide ingress and egress in relation to the Site.

Licensor maintains the private Castro Roadway, owns the majority of parcels over which the 
Roadway traverses, and holds easement rights over the other portions of the roadway, which 
originates from a public highway (Latigo Canyon Road).  Under the terms of the proposed 
agreement, Licensor will be obligated to allow access through all of Licensor's properties, allow use 
of the roadway by County and other site users, and maintain the entire Castro Roadway to 
accommodate increased traffic and wear on the roadway.

The Chief Executive Office (CEO), Real Estate Division plans to return back to the Board as soon as 
negotiations have been completed with the State and Ventura to amend their respective license 
agreements so as to provide for their use of the roadway through an annual fee to the County, 
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thereby  reducing the County’s overall net costs under the proposed license agreement.

County Counsel has reviewed and approved as to form all of the documentation being presented for 
Board approval.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The CEO has concluded that this project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) as specified in Class 1 of the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and 
Guidelines adopted by the Board, and Section 15301 of the State CEQA Guidelines (Existing 
Facilities).

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended actions will not impact/affect any current services.

CONCLUSION

It is requested that the Executive Office, Board of Supervisors return two conformed copies of the 
Board letter and an executed copy of the road access and maintenance license agreement to the 
CEO, Real Estate Division at 222 South Hill Street, 3rd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90012 for further 
processing.

WILLIAM T FUJIOKA

Chief Executive Officer

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Internal Services

Respectfully submitted,

WTF:RLR
CMM:EJ:kb
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