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Supervisor Gloria Molina, First District
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, Third District
Supervisor Don Knabe, Fourth District

Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, District

FROM: Kurt E. Floren
Agricultural Commissioner
Director of Weights and Measures

SUBJECT: MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY ERADICATION UPDATE

Since my last update, dated December 13, 2007, four additional Medfly specimens have been trapped and
identified in the South Bay area. A single male Medfly was discovered in a trap on December 26 in Rolling
Hills Estates and three mated females were discovered on December 28 in separate traps, two in Torrance
and one in Rancho Palos Verdes. One of the Torrance locations is 1.25 miles north of previous find sites,
which necessitated a change to the quarantine boundary, formally adopted on January 11.

These latest finds bring the total since October 24 to 20 adults on 18 different sites, including Torrance (5
sites), Wilmington (1 site), Lomita (2 sites), Rolling Hills (2 sites), Rolling Hills Estates (3 sites), Rancho
Palos Verdes (3 sites), and Palos Verdes Estates (2 sites). A map of detection sites is attached for your
reference. To date, Medfly larvae have been discovered upon only one property adjacent to one of the
adult find sites. This Medfly infestation is the largest detected in the county since 1997.

The quarantine expansion added an additional six square miles to the north of the finds, bringing the total
area covered by the quarantine to approximately 103 square miles. A map of the quarantine area is attached
for your reference.

California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) crews continue to respond with Spinosad bait
treatments to foliage within 200 meters of each adult find site. Each week, 500,000 sterile male Medflies
are being released over each square mile of the response area, eight times the routine release rate, to
interfere with the breeding of any remaining wild flies. A Medfly Science Advisory Panel, together with
CDFA and USDA experts, continue to monitor and evaluate the situation.

We have informed the City Managers and your Board offices in the treatment area to enable staff to answer
questions from the public. I will continue to update you as details become available and warrant an update.

c: William T Fujioka, Chief Executive Officer
R. Doyle Campbell, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Public Safety
Sachi Hamai, Executive Officer
Board Deputies

Protecting Consumers and the Environment Since 1881
To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service



MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY
ROLLING HILLS, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
2007
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