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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Status of County-Interest Legislation

Over the weekend, the Governor completed action on the measures put before him by
the Legislature.

County-supported AB 338 (Levine), which requires the State Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) to gradually phase-in the use of crumb rubber, which is used
to make rubberized-asphalt concrete, on State highway construction and repair projects,
was signed by the Governor on October 7, 2005, and becomes effective
January 1, 2006.

County-supported AB 547 (Berg, Richman), which repeals the requirement that a city
or county authorize its needle exchange program through a declaration of a local
emergency, and authorizes clean needle exchange programs upon the action of a
county board of supervisors and the local health officer or health commission, or upon
the action of a city council, the mayor and the local health officer, was signed by the
Governor on October 7, 2005, and becomes effective January 1, 2006.

County-supported AB 624 (Montanez), which would have required the California

Department of Health Services to modify the electronic Child Health and Disability
Program (CHDP) gateway application process to allow simultaneous application for

Sacto Updates 2005/sacto 101205

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”



Each Supervisor
October 12, 2005
Page 2

CHDP, Medi-Cal and the Healthy Families Program, and to provide for continuing
preliminary benefits until eligibility is finally determined, was vetoed by the Governor on
October 7, 2005. In his veto message, the Governor indicated that although all children
should be insured, AB 624 fails to adequately address funding.

County-supported AB 696 (Chu), which would have retained the Statewide Fingerprint
Imaging System (SFIS) photographing requirement and eliminated SFIS for Food
Stamp only cases, was vetoed by the Governor on October 7, 2005. In his veto
message, the Governor indicated that AB 696 provides an opportunity for increased
fraud and abuse without guaranteeing increased participation in the program as
intended by the legislation.

‘County-supported AB 783 (Jones), which requires the State to pay for expenses
incurred by local governments in the preparation and conduct of elections proclaimed by
the Governor in 2005 to fill a vacancy in the office of Senator or Member of the
Assembly, or to fill a vacancy in the office of United States Senate or Representative in
Congress, was signed by the Governor was on October 7, 2005, and becomes effective
immediately.

County-supported SB 266 (Romero), which would have required the Emergency
Medical Services Authority (EMSA) to establish a trauma care advisory committee to
develop a statewide trauma care plan by January 1, 2007, to address all aspects of a
trauma care system, including a seamless statewide transportation system, and all
possible funding sources, was vetoed by the Governor on October 7, 2005. In his veto
message, the Governor indicated that he recognized the critical importance of trauma
care in California and, rather than wait until 2007 to have a report to better inform
California’s policy on trauma care, is directing EMSA, with its Trauma Advisory
Committee, to complete its statewide trauma care plan and provide recommendations to
him no later than June 1, 2006.

County-supported SB 399 (Escutia), which would have allowed a county to assert a
lien against a recovery that injured Medi-Cal patients receive from a third party in the
form of a settlement or compromise, in addition to a judgment, was vetoed by the
Governor on October 7, 2005. In his veto message, the Governor indicated that,
although health care providers should be reasonably compensated for services they
provide, SB 399 proposes a solution that would result in inflated medical and settlement
costs which would be borne by consumers in the form of higher insurance premiums.

County-supported SB 578 (Escutia), which requires a railroad corporation to promptly

notify the Office of Emergency Services, the California Highway Patrol, and designated
county public safety agencies in an endangered area, of certain information relative to

Sacto Updates 2005/sacto 101205



Each Supervisor
October 12, 2005
Page 3

hazardous materials, and in certain events, of train and track locations, whether or not
an accident or spill occurs, was signed by the Governor on October 7, 2005 and
becomes effective January 1, 2006.

County-supported SB 658 (Kuehl), which would have established the Coastal
Environmental Motor Vehicle Program and authorized the State Coastal Conservancy to
collect a fee of up to $6 upon the registration or renewal of every motor vehicle
registered in one of the twenty counties that elect to participate in the program, with
funds to be spent on projects and grants that prevent, reduce, remediate, or mitigate the
adverse environmental effects of motor vehicles and their associated facilities and
infrastructure, was vetoed by the Governor on October 7, 2005. In his veto message,
the Governor indicated that while the goal of the program to increase funds to mitigate
the effects of traffic congestion is a worthy proposal to consider, he does not believe
that these fees should continue to be added without the approval of the people upon
whom the fee is imposed.

County-supported SB 869 (Bowen), which would have established the Nurse-Family
Partnership Program and required the California Department of Health Services to
make grants available to counties for the provision of voluntary visiting nurse services to
first-time pregnant, low-income mothers, their children and their families, was vetoed by
the Governor on October 7, 2005. In his veto message, the Governor indicated that
while he supported services to help improve the healthy development of young children,
he believes that a single model may not be the best approach to provide appropriate
and cost-effective services and would encourage the author to work with First 5
California and the local First 5 Commissions to identify other sources of stable funding.

A roster containing the status of all bills of County interest is attached.

DEJ:GK
MAL:JF:MS:EW:jm

Attachment

c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Local 660
All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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