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 Pursuit of Couhtv Position on Legislation

SB 153 (Chesbro), as amended on April 4, 2005, would enact the California Clean
Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Park
Bond Act), which, if adopted by the voters, would authorize the issuance of $3 billion in
State General Obligation bonds for resource protection, acquisition, and development.

The Park Bond Act has four major funding categories: State Parks ($225 million), Local
Assistance Programs ($1.1 billion), Land, Air and Water Conservation ($1.515 billion),
and Historical and Cultural Resources Preservation ($135 million). Only the State Parks
Program does not allocate grants to the County or provide the opportunity for the County
to compete for grant funds. SB 153 specifies that lands or interests in land, purchased
with funds allocated pursuant to the measure shall be acquired from a willing seller and
there are no local matching requirements.

Department of Parks and Recreation

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) indicates that SB 153 includes nearly
$30 million in discretionary allocations to the County for priority park and resource
improvements and over $20 million in discretionary allocations to the County pursuant to
the Roberti Z-Berg Harris Program. SB 153 also contains $300 million in grant funding
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for competitive allocations to local agencies throughout the State for critical park, open
space, and resource-related improvements, and $75 million to fund river, streams, and
watershed improvements through the River Parkway Programs. DPR recommends that
the County support SB 153.

Department of Public Works

The Department of Public Works (DPW) indicates that SB 153 provides an opportunity
for the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and DPW to apply for grant funding
from the various State agencies receiving appropriations. SB 153 would also support
acquisition and preservation of open space that promote watershed sustainability
relative to groundwater recharge, conscientious management of natural resources, and
reduction of runoff to the ocean. DPW also recommends that the County support SB
153.

Department of Beaches and Harbors

The Department of Beaches and Harbors (DBH) indicates that Proposition 40, the
California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal Protection Act
of 2002, limited the ability of DBH to compete for funding under the Clean Beaches
Initiative Program because of criteria included in the legislation that interpreted the
“Clean Beaches, Watershed Protection, and Water Quality” section of Proposition 40 too
narrowly. The enabling legislation (AB 2534) appropriated $46 million for “projects that
restore and protect the water quality and environment of coastal waters, estuaries, bays,
and near shore waters”. DBH indicates that final eligibility criteria used to allocate these
funds focused too heavily on water quality measures and not enough on other needs
that serve to enhance the public’s use of beaches and shoreline areas, including access
improvements and recreational facilities infrastructure.

While DBH agrees with the importance of maintaining water quality, the department
indicates that SB 153 would be of potentially greater benefit if it provided sufficient
funding opportunities and flexible eligibility criteria to allow the “Clean Beaches Program”
to be used for enhancing beach cleanliness, public safety, and beach facilities, as well
as for improving water quality. DBH believes that SB 153 should more broadly define
the types of specialized recreational facilities that would qualify for program funding
under the bond act, to include such facilities as aquatic and boating centers and other
facilities that promote active youth education programs within the coastal beaches.
Therefore, DBH recommends that the County support SB 153, and seek to amend it to
include beaches in the definition of parks for the purpose of qualifying for park fund
programs, if the beaches, as with parks, are in densely populated urban areas, and used
by large numbers of residents.

Support for SB 153 is consistent with a number of existing County policies, including
support for: 1) funding for acquisition, development, and rehabilitation of parks and
recreation facilities and open space; 2) increased funding for environmental protection
programs and capital projects, including resource, open space, and shoreline protection,
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as well as Santa Monica Bay and beach restoration; 3) funding to maintain clean
beaches and improve the water quality of coastal waters, estuaries, bays, and near
shore waters; 4) funding for grants for watershed management projects; and 5) AB 1602
(Keeley), the California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal
Protection Act of 2002, which authorized the issuance of $2.6 billion in bonds to fund
acquisition and development of State and local parks and recreational facilities.

Therefore, our Sacramento advocates will support SB 153 and seek to amend it to
include beaches in the definition of parks for the purpose of qualifying for park
funding programs, if the beaches, as with parks, are in densely populated urban
areas, and used by large numbers of residents.

SB 153 (Chesbro) is sponsored by the author and is supported by various organizations,
including: California Park & Recreation Society; California State Parks Foundation;
Conservation Land Group; Planning and Conservation League; The California League of
Conservation Voters; and The Nature Conservancy. There is no registered opposition.

SB 153 passed the Senate Natural Resources and Wildlife Committee on
March 29, 2005 by a vote of 9 to 1, and is scheduled for a hearing in the Senate
Appropriations Committee on April 18, 2005.

Status of County-interest Bills

County-supported AB 547 (Berg and Richman) passed the Assembly Health
Committee on April 5, 2005 by a vote of 8 to 3. This measure would repeal
the requirement that a city or county authorize its needle exchange program through
a declaration of a local emergency, and authorize clean neéedle exchange programs
upon the action of a county board of supervisors, and the local health officer or health
commission, or upon the action of a city council, the mayor, and the local health
officer. It will be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on Wednesday,
April 13, 2005.

County-sponsored SB 945 (Soto) was amended on March 31, 2005 to include
language to change California’s HIV reporting system from code-based to names-based,
and it will be heard in the Senate Health Committee on Wednesday, April 20, 2005.
Representatives from the County’s HIV Commission, the Health Department and our
Sacramento advocates met with numerous legislaiors and staff this past week to seek
their support for the bill, and to request members to become co-authors on the bill.
SB 945 is jointly sponsored by the AIDS Healthcare Foundation and the Health Officers
Association of California, in addition to the County.

A roster containing the status of all bills of County interest is attached.
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We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
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Attachment

C.

Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel

Local 660

All Department Heads

Legislative Strategist

Coalition of County Unions

California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities

City Managers Associations

Buddy Program Participants
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