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June 5, 2003 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
EMERGENCY SEWER SYSTEM REPAIR PROGRAM 
ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 
3 VOTES 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 

1. Find that this work is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 
2. Award contracts for the “Emergency Sewer System Repair Program" to 

Colich & Sons, located in Gardena, California; Sancon Engineering II, Inc., 
located in Huntington Beach, California; Clarke Contracting Corporation, 
located in Lawndale, California; Valverde Construction, Inc., located in 
Santa Fe Springs, California; and Steve Bubalo Construction Company 
Inc., located in Monrovia, California.  These contracts will be for a period 
of one year commencing on July 18, 2003, or upon Board approval, 
whichever occurs last, with two 1-year renewal options not to exceed a 
total contract period of three years. 

 
3. Delegate authority to the Director of Public Works to execute and renew 

the contracts for the one-year renewal option or terminate, if, in the 
opinion of the Director, renewal or termination is warranted. 

 
4. Authorize the contractors to proceed with the work in accordance with the 

contracts’ specifications, terms, conditions, and requirements. 
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5. Authorize Public Works to encumber a total annual not-to-exceed amount 
of $530,000.  This amount represents Public Works’ estimated annual cost 
for these services. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
The purpose of this action is to obtain emergency contract services for the sewer 
systems at the Los Angeles County Sewer Maintenance Districts.  When our crews are 
unable to respond to an emergency and/or lack the large equipment or expertise 
necessary to safely accomplish an emergency repair, we must have the flexibility to 
access the available services of capable sewer pipeline repair contractors. 
 
Since 1993, the Emergency Sewer System Repair Program has consisted of 
contracting with contractors who are capable of providing seven days a week,            
24-hours-a-day response to emergencies arising from sewer system failures.  When 
notified by us, the specifications require the notified contractor to have a responsible 
individual at the jobsite within one hour, and within two additional hours have repair 
crews on the job capable of working around the clock until the job is completed.  The 
contractors are required to do the emergency repair work as expeditiously and 
professionally as possible.  The contractors are required to be capable and equipped to 
conduct effective traffic control and be considerate of the community involved to avoid 
unnecessary traffic hardships.  The contractors are required to make necessary repairs 
to all sewer systems which includes restoring the site to its original state prior to the 
failure. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
This action is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Organizational 
Effectiveness, as these services are required on an emergency basis and can be 
performed by contractors who have the expertise and resources to complete these 
emergency repair projects in a timely and efficient manner. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The total aggregate annual not-to-exceed amount for these contracts is $530,000. 
 
These contracts will commence on July 18, 2003, or upon Board approval, whichever 
occurs last, with two 1-year renewal options not to exceed a total contract period of 
three years.  With the Board’s delegated authority, the Director may renew these 
contracts for the one-year renewal option period.  In any event, one or all of these 
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contracts may be canceled or terminated at any time by the Director without cause upon 
the giving of at least 30 days' written notice to the contractor(s). 
 
First year funds are primarily available in the Sewer Maintenance District’s 2003-04 
budget, as well as various 2003-04 Public Works funds to cover the cost of these 
contracts.  There will be no impact on net County cost. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Prior to the Director executing these contracts which will be substantially reflected in 
Enclosure A, the contractors will execute and County Counsel will review as to form. 
 
Public Works has evaluated and determined that the Living Wage Program 
(Los Angeles County Code Chapter 2.201) does not apply to these recommended 
contracts that are for non-Proposition A services, as these services are required on a 
part-time and intermittent basis. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
With respect to the requirements of CEQA, these services are exempt as specified in 
Appendix G, Class 2(b), of the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and 
Guidelines adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987, Synopsis 57. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
On March 26, 2003, Public Works solicited proposals from 164 independent contractors 
and community business organizations to accomplish this work.  Also, notice of 
proposal availability was placed on the County’s bid website (Enclosure B) and an 
advertisement was placed in the Los Angeles Times. 
 
On April 14, 2003, eight proposals were received.  The proposals were first reviewed to 
ensure they met the mandatory requirements as outlined in the Request for Proposals 
(RFP).  Having met these requirements, they were then evaluated by an evaluation 
committee consisting of Public Works’ staff.  The committee’s evaluation was based on 
criteria described in the RFP that included proposed price, work plan, references, and 
experience.  Based on this evaluation, we recommend that this contract be awarded to 
four of the highest-rated proposers for emergency sewer pipeline reconstruction 
services (Condition A – Schedule of Prices): Clarke Contracting Corporation, located in 
Lawndale, California; Colich & Sons, located in Gardena, California; Valverde 
Construction, Inc., located in Santa Fe Springs, California; and Steve Bubalo 
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Construction Company Inc., located in Monrovia, California, and two of the highest-
rated proposers for emergency sewer pipeline lining services (Condition B – Schedule 
of Prices), Colich & Sons and Sancon Engineering II, Inc., located in Gardena and 
Huntington Beach, California, respectively, for a total of six contracts. 
 
Selection of a contractor to perform emergency repair work will be done on a rotating 
basis.  In the event there is an emergency and the contractor selected is not available to 
do the work, then the County has the option to select the next contractor in rotation. 
 
Enclosure C reflects the proposers’ minority participation.  The contractors were 
selected upon final analysis and consideration without regard to race, creed, gender, or 
color. 
 
These contracts will contain Board-approved contract terms and conditions regarding 
contractor responsibility and debarment, jury service requirements, provisions regarding 
the Safely Surrendered Baby Law, and no payment for services received after contract 
expiration or termination. 
 
Public Works has confirmed that the Child Support Services Department has received 
the contractors' Principal Owner Information Form in compliance with Los Angeles 
County Code, Chapter 2.200 (Child Support Compliance Program). 
 
Proof of the required Comprehensive General and Automobile Liability insurance 
policies, naming the County as additional insured, and evidence of Workers' 
Compensation insurance will be obtained from the contractors before any work is 
assigned. 
 
As requested by your Board, the contractors have submitted a safety record that reflects 
that activities conducted by the contractors in the past have been according to 
reasonable standards of safety. 
 
In accordance with the Chief Administrative Officer’s June 15, 2001, instructions, this is 
Public Works’ assurance that these contractors will not be requested to perform 
services which will exceed the contracts approved amount, scope of work, and/or terms. 
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
The award of these contracts will not result in the displacement of any County 
employees, as these as-needed services have been contracted on a part-time and 
intermittent basis since 1993. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
One approved copy of this letter is requested. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JAMES A. NOYES 
Director of Public Works 
 
BG 
P:\ASPUB\CONTRACT\BILL\EmergencySewer\BOARDLETTER.dot 

 
Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel 
 

 
 












































































































































