
Protecting Consumers, Industry  
and the Environment. 

PEST  EXCLUSION  IN  
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

The County Agricultural 
Commissioners are the enforcing 
authority of all laws and 
regulations relating to the 
prevention of the introduction into, 
or the spread within, the state of 
pests in their counties.  
 
The commissioners enforce 
federal and state 
interior quarantines at: 
• Interior delivery points 
• Terminals 
�(Post offices 
� Private carriers e.g. UPS, air 
freight and express carriers) 
• Truck and bus terminals 
• Railroad freight yards 
• Seed houses 
• Plant nurseries 
• Feed mills 
• Produce markets 
 
In order for the quarantine to be 
effective, the commodity must be 
held for agricultural inspection. A 
cooperative working relationship 
exists among federal (USDA), state 
(CDFA), and counties (CAC), 
working separate, complimentary, 
or shared areas of responsibility.  
 
Generally, USDA focuses on 
foreign pests at international ports 
of entry, and foreign markets, 
while CDFA and CAC are more 
involved in interstate and 
intrastate exclusion 
activities/issues.  
 
The CDFA’s pest exclusion and 
CAC network currently enforces  
26 state exterior quarantines,  
16 state interior quarantines, and 
23 federal quarantines. 



PARCEL INSPECTION  Agricultural commodities such as 
cut flowers and fruits, privately 
and commercially shipped from 
other states or countries that may 
be infested with exotic pests, can 
arrive fresh in California within 
hours. Such commodities are 
subject to agricultural 
quarantines.  
 
Many states of the United States 
are infested with pests which 
could be damaging to agriculture 
and the environment if allowed 
into California and often items 
from other countries may enter 
into the United States in other 
states and then be shipped to 
California destinations.  
 
Parcels arriving at Post Offices, 
�Private carriers such as FedEx,  
UPS, air freight and express 
carriers are subject to inspection 
as a means of monitoring this 
pathway and intercepting those 
shipments which may be infested 
with exotic pests of concern to 
California. 

Agricultural products as diverse 
as cut flowers, live plants, fruits, 
decorative items and even 
firewood all arrive in Los Angeles 
County through the various 
parcel facilities; nearly all are 
subject to inspection by our field 
staff. 
 
As many parcels are sent from 
private party to private party, 
this is a busy pathway for 
inadvertent introduction of pests. 
 
Favorite fruits and vegetables 
sent from back home may 
harbor pests which could, if 
allowed into California, prove 
enormously destructive to 
agriculture, private citizens, and 
to the environment.   
 
Plants checked during parcel 
inspection often harbor 
destructive insect and disease 
pests, fruits often have both 
surface and internal pests, and 
even raw wood, such as twigs 
and logs for barbeque and 
smoker use, can be infested with 
pests and diseases that could 
threaten both garden and 
naturally occurring native plants. 
 
Detection is so important that  
Los Angeles County currently has 
two teams of Detector Dogs to 
help sniff out products shipped 
in unmarked parcels. 



A i r  a n d  s e a  f r e i g h t  m a y  
b o t h  b e  u s e d  f o r  m a n y  
c o m m o d i t i e s  s h i p p e d  
i n t o  L o s  A n g e l e s  
C o u n t y .    
 
U s u a l l y ,  a i r  f r e i g h t  i s  
u s e d  f o r  s m a l l e r  a n d / o r  
m o r e  t i m e - s e n s i t i v e ,  
h i g h l y  p e r i s h a b l e  
s h i p m e n t s  a n d  s e a  
f r e i g h t  f o r  l a r g e r  
s h i p m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  a l s o  
s t a n d  u p  t o  t h e  l o n g e r  
s h i p p i n g  t i m e s  
i n v o l v e d .  
 
I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  L o s   
A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  
i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
c h e c k i n g  t h e  a r r i v i n g  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  
f o r  p o s s i b l e  p e s t s  o f  
c o n c e r n .   

T h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f f i c e  m a i n t a i n s  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  t e a m  a t  L A X  s i x  d a y s  
a  w e e k  t o  e n s u r e  r a p i d  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  i n c o m i n g  a i r  f r e i g h t  s h i p m e n t s ;   
o u r  s i x  D i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  c a n  p r o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  b o t h  a i r  a n d  s e a  f r e i g h t  s h i p m e n t s ,  a t  
r e c e i v e r s  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t y ,  o n  w e e k d a y s .  

AIR AND SEA FREIGHT INSPECTION 



C o m m e r c i a l  n u r s e r y  s t o c k  s h i p m e n t s  m a y  e n t e r  
C a l i f o r n i a  b y  s e v e r a l  p a t h w a y s .  W h i l e  l a r g e r  
s h i p m e n t s  u s u a l l y  a r r i v e  a s  t r u c k  o r  s e a  f r e i g h t ,  
s m a l l e r  s h i p m e n t s  m a y  a r r i v e  a s  a i r  f r e i g h t  o r  e v e n  
p a r c e l  d e l i v e r i e s .  
 
I n  a l l  c a s e s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  p a t h w a y ,  a l l  n u r s e r y  
s h i p m e n t s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  e v e n  s o m e  
e n t e r i n g  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  f r o m  o t h e r  C a l i f o r n i a  
c o u n t i e s  a r e ,  w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n s p e c t i o n .  
 
U s u a l l y ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  p a t h w a y ,  l a r g e r  s h i p m e n t s  o f  
n u r s e r y  s t o c k  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  m o v e  t o  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  
n u r s e r y ,  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  b e  u n l o a d e d  a n d  c a r e d  f o r ,  
f o r  i n s p e c t i o n .  S m a l l e r  a i r  a n d  p a r c e l  s h i p m e n t s  a r e  
o f t e n  c l e a r e d  a t  t h e  t e r m i n a l  o f  e n t r y ,  i f  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a l l o w .  

NURSERY STOCK SHIPMENTS 

 



T h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  u s e s  t h i s  ( h e r e  a b b r e v i a t e d )  a c t i o n  
o r i e n t e d  s y s t e m  t o  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e s t s  
i n t e r c e p t e d  d u r i n g  p e s t  e x c l u s i o n  i n s p e c t i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  
t r e a t e d .   I f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p e s t  i s  i n t e r c e p t e d  d u r i n g  i n s p e c t i o n ,  
h o w  t h i s  i n t e r c e p t i o n  i s  h a n d l e d  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  l a r g e l y  b y  t h e  
p e s t  r a t i n g ( s ) .   I n t e r c e p t i o n s  o f  p l a n t  p e s t s  r a t e d  “ A , ”   “ B , ”  
“ Q , ”  a n d  “ W ”  w i l l  a l l  b e  l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  o f f i c i a l  q u a r a n t i n e  
h o l d s  a n d  a c t i o n s  o n  t h e  i n f e s t e d  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t o ,  m o n i t o r e d  t r e a t m e n t ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  r e m o v a l  
f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a .  F u r t h e r ,  a l l  s h i p m e n t s  c o n t a i n i n g  l i v e  p l a n t  
p e s t s  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
h o l d s  u n t i l  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p e s t  s t a t u s  c a n  b e  m a d e .   
 
“ A ”   A   p e s t   o f   k n o w n   e c o n o m i c   o r   e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
d e t r i m e n t  a n d  i s  e i t h e r  n o t  k n o w n  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  o r  i t  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  a  l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  a l l o w s  
f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e r a d i c a t i o n  o r  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t a i n m e n t .    
“ B ”   A   p e s t   o f   k n o w n   e c o n o m i c   o r   e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
d e t r i m e n t  a n d ,  i f  p r e s e n t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i t  i s  o f  l i m i t e d  
d i s t r i b u t i o n .    
“ C ”  A  p e s t  o f  k n o w n  e c o n o m i c  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e t r i m e n t  
a n d ,  i f  p r e s e n t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  w i d e s p r e a d .   C -
r a t e d  o r g a n i s m s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  s t a t e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  
c o m m o d i t i e s  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  c o n f o r m  t o  p e s t  
c l e a n l i n e s s  s t a n d a r d s  w h e n  f o u n d  i n  n u r s e r y  s t o c k  
s h i p m e n t s .   
“ D ”  A n  o r g a n i s m  k n o w n  t o  b e  o f  l i t t l e  o r  n o  e c o n o m i c  o r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e t r i m e n t ,  t o  h a v e  a n  e x t r e m e l y  l o w  l i k e l i h o o d  
o f  w e e d i n e s s ,  o r  i s  k n o w n  t o  b e  a  p a r a s i t e  o r  p r e d a t o r .   
T h e r e  i s  n o  s t a t e  e n f o r c e d  a c t i o n .  
 
“ Q ”  A n  o r g a n i s m  o r  d i s o r d e r  s u s p e c t e d  t o  b e  o f  e c o n o m i c  o r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e t r i m e n t  , b u t  w h o s e  s t a t u s  i s    u n c e r t a i n  
b e c a u s e  o f  i n c o m p l e t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  i n a d e q u a t e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .   T e m p o r a r y  “ A ”  a c t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  p e n d i n g  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  a  p e r m a n e n t  r a t i n g .  
 
“ W ”   A   s p e c i e s   c u r r e n t l y   o n   t h e   C a l i f o r n i a   C o d e   o f  
R e g u l a t i o n s  S e c t i o n  4 5 0 0  l i s t  o f  n o x i o u s  w e e d s .  
 

CALIFORNIA’S ACTION-ORIENTED  
PEST RATING SYSTEM  

 



INTERCEPTED PESTS- NURSERY TRUCK INSPECTION  

Scale insects on Sapodilla stem. 
Scale insects of several kinds 

adhere to plant stems and 
leaves, sucking plant sap for 
food, often unnoticed until 

infestations are heavy. 
 

Cycad Aulacaspis scale:  
“Q” rated.  Capable of building 
large populations on individual 
plants, damaging appearance 

and general plant health. 
 
 

Bagrada Bug:  With a wide host list, 
present now lose in the Los Angeles 
environment.  Like the related scale 

insects, they pierce the leaves and stems 
of plants to feed on plant sap.  Communal 

and can build heavy, damaging 
infestations. 

Green Scale: “A” rated pest 
commonly intercepted on live 
plants and foliage from Hawaii 

and other tropical origins. 

 Mango Shield Scale: “Q” rated 
Commonly found in shipments of 
live plants containing the hosts 

plants. 

Pests found in and on shipments 
of live plants are considered to be 
of particular concern as they are 
often established infestations, 
living on their host plant, and 

capable of existing and 
reproducing there until able to 
spread  into receiving nurseries 

and the environment.   



INTERCEPTED PESTS- AIR FREIGHT INSPECTION  

Pickleworm 
larvae: “B” rated. 

 
In Cucumber 

Ginger Maggot:  
“Q” Rated  

 
In Young Ginger 

Young Giant African 
Snails: “A” rated. 

  
On Betel Leaf 

Sweet Potato Weevil: “A” rated.  
Damage from larval tunneling. 

 
(Below: Sweet Potato Weevil 

larvae  and damage.) 

Oriental Fruit Fly – “A” Rated:  Larvae (maggots) inside  
of and taken from one infested Longan fruit.   

Nearly all of the fruit wasdestroyed by larval feeding.  

Asian Citrus Psillid:  
“A” Rated 

Spreads Citrus Greening 
Disease (HLB). 

Shown here are just a few of the rated pests regularly intercepted in air freight shipments by Los Angeles County inspection teams.   
All are capable of doing serious damage to hosts, spreading rapidly through crops and the environment,  

and/or requiring expensive control measures if established. 



E l o n g a t e  T w i g  A n t  a n d  L o n g h o r n  B e e t l e  l a r v a e  
f r o m  L o u i s i a n a  f i r e w o o d .  B o t h  “ Q ”  r a t e d  
P a r c e l  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  D e t e c t o r  D o g  t e a m .  

 

INTERCEPTED PESTS- PARCEL INSPECTION 
Little Fire Ant:  “A”  Rated: 

Commonly found on produce 
and live plants from Hawaii. 

White Footed Ant  
“Q” Rated: 

Found in parcel shipments 
from Hawaii and Florida. 

Mobile pests, ants are 
capable of infesting nearly 

any type of commodity. 

Stellate Scale: 
 “Q” Rated 

Found on live plants and 
cut foliage from several 

geographical origins. 
Scale insects oftenm go 

unnoticed unless 
infestations are heavy. 

Philomycid Slug: 
“Q” rated. 

Not all pests are insects, 
damaging snails and 
slugs often infest live 
plants, cut foliage and 

produce. Many also carry 
damaging parasites. 

A bark beetle: Wood borers 
can be found in any  

untreated wooden objects.  

Parcel inspection can be a real 
challenge for inspectors.  Often objects 
are sent by private parties who have no 
idea that the contents violate California 
quarantine regulations.  Such parcels 
are often unmarked as to contents and 
this is a primary reason for our team of 
Detector Dogs and Handlers. 
 
The sensitive noses of the highly trained 
dogs allow them to detect the presence 
of agricultural commodities right 
through the packaging, saving 
considerable time and allowing the 
reliable detection of items that may 
well move undetected otherwise. 
 



Shippers of Plant 
Products 

 
B e  a w a r e  o f  c u r r e n t  q u a r a n t i n e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  a n  
e f f e c t  o n  p r o d u c t s  y o u  w i s h  t o  s h i p  
i n t o  C a l i f o r n i a .   Y o u r  l o c a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n  h e l p  
y o u  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t r e a t m e n t s ,  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  y o u  m a y  n e e d  t o  
m e e t .  
 
I f  y o u  c a n n o t  o t h e r w i s e  d e t e r m i n e  
w h a t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m u s t  b e  m e t ,  
y o u  m a y  a l s o  c o n t a c t  o u r  
D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  h e l p ;  o u r  s t a f f  h a s  
e v e r y  i n t e r e s t  i n  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  y o u r  
s h i p m e n t s  m e e t  C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  e n t r y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
 
S t a y  c u r r e n t  o n  l o c a l  q u a r a n t i n e  
i s s u e s  t h a t  m a y  c h a n g e  h o w  
C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n s  
v i e w  y o u r  p r o d u c t .  
 
P l e a s e  b e  a w a r e  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  
p e s t  p r o b l e m s  a t  y o u r  f i e l d s  o r  
g r o w i n g  g r o u n d s  t h a t  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  
y o u r  s h i p m e n t s  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  
d e s t i n a t i o n .    

Receivers of Plant 
Products 

 
W o r k  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p l i e r s   
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  y o u  
i m p o r t  a r e  c l e a n ,  p r o p e r l y  
c e r t i f i e d ,  i f  n e e d e d ,  a n d  w i l l  
m e e t  a l l  C a l i f o r n i a  e n t r y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
 
E s t a b l i s h  a  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  n e v e r  
h e s i t a t e  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  t h e y  p e r t a i n  t o   
a n y  n e w  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  y o u  m a y  
w i s h  t o  i m p o r t .   
 
U n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
r e g u l a t i o n ,  m o s t  t o  i n s p e c t i o n ,  
a n d  b e  s u r e  t o  c o n t a c t  o u r  
D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  s h o u l d  
y o u  r e c e i v e  p r o d u c t s  w h i c h  d o  
n o t  h a v e  a  d o c u m e n t e d  
i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  r e l e a s e ;  w e  a r e  
g l a d  t o  h e l p  w i t h  s u c h  i t e m s  a n d  
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  o f  y o u r  
i n c o m i n g  s h i p m e n t s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  
i n s p e c t e d  a n d  c l e a r e d  i n t o  
c o m m e r c e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .    

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Residents of 

California 
 

P u r c h a s e  i t e m s  t h r o u g h  
e s t a b l i s h e d  s u p p l i e r s  w h o  a r e  
a w a r e  o f  q u a r a n t i n e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a n d  c a n  m e e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
c l e a n l i n e s s  f o r  i m p o r t a t i o n .  
 
D i s c o u r a g e  t h e  s e n d i n g  o f  
p r i v a t e l y  s o u r c e d  “ g i f t s ”  o f  
p r o d u c e ,   f r u i t  a n d  p l a n t s  w h i c h  
m a y  b e  w e l l  i n t e n t i o n e d  b u t  
w h i c h  m a y  a l s o  h a r b o r  
u n w a n t e d  a n d  d e s t r u c t i v e  p e s t s .  
 
I f  y o u  a r e  i n  d o u b t  a b o u t  a n y  
i t e m s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  p r i v a t e l y  
s o u r c e d ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  
o u r  o f f i c e  e i t h e r  p r i o r  t o  
s h i p m e n t  o r  o n  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  
p r o d u c t s ,  f o r  g u i d a n c e .  
 
Y o u r  c o n c e r n  c o u l d  s a v e  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  f r o m  
i n v a s i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  
d a n g e r o u s  p e s t  s p e c i e s .  



 
C O UN T Y  O F  LO S  A N G E L E S  
De p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o m m is s io n e r /  
We ig h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  
1 101 2 S .  G a r f i e ld  Ave  
S o u t h  G a te ,  C a l i fo rn ia  9 0 280  
P h o n e :  5 6 2 .622 .0426  
FA X :  5 6 2 .861 .2828  
 
We b s i te :    h t t p : / / a c wm . la co un t y.g ov  
S e le c t :  “ Pe s t  E xc lu s ion  a n d  P ro d u c e  Q u a l i t y  
B u r e a u ”  l i n k .  
 

CONTACT  INFORMATION  

 

http://acwm.lacounty.gov/
http://acwm.lacounty.gov/
http://acwm.lacounty.gov/
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