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Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California,

Gentlemen:

Herewith i1s presented the annual report of the Coroner of Los
Angeles County for the fiscal year anding June 30, 1957, This
is the first report of the present Coroner, who took office on
March 19, 1957 after ratificetion of the amendment to the County
Charter, which provided for the separation of the offices of
Coroner and Publlic Administrator,

The report contalins a statement of the orgsnization, functions
and plans for the future development ¢f the Department, a&s well
as a summary of operationg snd selected statisties.

I am pleagsed to report that during the fiscal yesr there were no
major disasters or epidemilcs.

Resaijtfull ed,
THEO, J, C IHEEEY M. o

CORONER

FREDEMICK D, NEWBARR, M. O

coRONER OFFICE OF CORONEB EMIEF MEDICAL BIVIAIEN




FOREWORD

On November 6, 1956 the voters oi the County of Los Angeles
approved an amendment to the County Charter which separated
the offices of Public Administrator and Coroner. The amend-
ment included a provision that the Coroner should be "a
physician who 18 a certified pathologist"., The Charter Amend-
ment was ratified on March 19, 1957 by the Legislature and the
first Coroner to be appointed under the amended Charter took
office on noon of that day.

Dr., Theodore J. Curphey, formerly Chief Medleal Examiner of
Nassau County, New York, was the certified pathologist selected
by the Board ef Supervisors as Coroner, and became the head of
the now independent Department of the Coroner. In addition to
the normal increases in work load which accompany the growth
of population in the County of Los Angeles, the newly appointed
Coroner has found that serious inadequacies exist in the phys-
1cael fecilities svailsble for the medico-legal investigation
of death as well as in the number of medical personnel trained
for this important work, Requests to remedy the physical de-
fects were made and approved during the period of this report
and the work of construction and installation is expected to
be. completed during the fiscel year 1957-58,

The planned program for improvement of the work of the Depart-
ment in investigeting sudden death provides for alterations
and additional equipment in the laborstory and autopsy sress
of the Holl of Justice, as well as the installation of refrig-
erated crypts to provide for storage of bodles avalting exam-
ination and autopsy. It also includes an sctive program of
recrultment of qualified medical personnel to serve as Deputy
Medical Examiners, together with supporting technical staff,
The improvement in the professional aspects of the Coroner's
functione will be accompanled by revisions of records, forms,
procedures, and statistics to permit quicker handling of ceses,
maintenance of complete medical records, and efficlent record-
ing of legelly required information.

Despite proposed alterations to existing assigned space in the
Hall of Justice that space 1s no longer adequate to meet the
requirements of the Department. To meet those requirements the
program of the Coroner includes a new facllity to serve the
metropoliten area of the County which will provide a focal
point for all agencles concerned with the material, techniques,
and problems of forensic medicine. Funds for the preliminary
plans for this capital projlect have been made availsble., It

1s expected that these plans will go forward during the fiscel
yvear 1957-58, after consultation between the Coroner and other
interested agencies as to locatlon and type of bullding reguired.
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i1, FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES OF THE DEPARTMENT

It 18 the responsibility of the Coroner under the laws of the
gtate of Callfornia to investigate all cases of sudden and
unexpected desth within the County., This regponslibility 18
not 1imited to homiecldes, suicldes, snd death under smaplclous
elrcumstances, which are commonly %ho ht to be the province
of the Coroner, but extends to deatha in which no physiclan
attended the deceaged in 1ife, to accidents of all sorts which
result in death, and to deatha atiributable to indugtrial or
occupational causes, The Coroner's investigation of these
deaths 18 a medical 1nveatigation end supplements the investl-
gations made by other law snforcement agenecles. Investigstion
By the Coroner may include & visit to the scene of death by
tge madlcal examiner asslgned to the csse, the study of the
madical hlstory of the deceased axamination of the body,
autopsy, tozlcological e;amination of baa{ filuida snd organs,
and mieroscopic atudy of tigsues Lo reves. pathologlcal con=
dltiong not obgervable on simple visual ezemination, Each casge
15 a particular problem, unique in 1tseif, and gach requires a
dlfferent comblnation of medlcel technlques,

The investigation conducted by the Coroner of the elrcum=
gtances and cause of death permits the Coroner’a Dapartment
to 1gsue desth certificates in which these circumsisnces and
cause of death become » mabter of germanent publie record.
The cauge of death and the manner 1n whieh 1% occurred, as
certifisd by the Coroner, way become the bhasis of criminal
or eivil action in the courts. In such cases the msdical
examingrs, toxlcologista, and technlclens of the Coroner's
Dapartmsn% appear ag ezpert witneases, It 1s important to
obgerve that the Coroner's investigetion is lmpartisl factunl,
and based upon sclsntific knowledge and experlence. ﬁembers
of the staff of the Department appear in court to state the
facts ag these have been determined, not %o support the con=
tentiona of either presescutlion or defende.

The investigation of the Coroner produces permanent medico=-
legal records of autopsles performed and lsboratory invesi-
1gations completed. These are avallable to the District
Attorney, the Public Defender, law enforcement agencles of
mnnicipaiitiea the insurers of the decessed, and other
intereatad pubiic and private agencies, The primary medicel
records sre also made available to hospitals im which the
decessed vere g&tients, or to {hysicians yho treated them in
11fe. For both mendatory legal reasons and equally cogent
reasons of medical knowledge 1t 1a important that these
records be complets, accurate, and available to those whoge
interest requires tﬂe atudy of these documenta,

In addition to the primary responsiblility of the Coroner for
the medical investigation of cause of death, it 1s also the
rolgonsibility of the Dspartment to assume custody of the
bodles and property of deceased persons, the clrcumstances

of whose desaths raquire the Coroner's investigation. 1In the
central metropolitan area of the County the bodles of deceaged
pergons are brought to the Coroner's morgue in the Hell of
Justice by the personnel and equipment of the Coroner's
Department, 1In areag lying outsids of this area, thls service
ia performed for the Coroner by cooperating mortuariles which
aet for the Coroner in thelr districts, In dlgtricta ﬁaving
more than one moptuary this gerviee 18 handled by rotation

on & monthly basis, Under preaent condltions epprozimetely
ona~-half of a1l Coroner's cases asrs hendled in the central
morgue, with the remaining half being handled in dlstricts
outsids the central area, All homlcide and abortlon cages

are handled in the central morgue,

The service rendered by the Coroner in the investigation of
thoge deaths which require his legal intervention 1s an gssen=
tial service of local government, It 1s esgeniial not only

in the obvious cases of possible homiclde or suleids, but in
the less obvious cases of death occuring from occupa%ional
dlsesse, industrisl accident, epldemic dlasase, and in differ-
entiating natural destha from those which result from accident.
The facts revealed by the Coroner's lnvestigatlon can contribute
t0 the public health as well as the public safety, mey direct
attention to hazerdous conditions of employmsnt, may detect
the presence of unsuspected dlaesase of epidemlc naturse, or
revesl the exlstencs of hazards to health which prevaniivs
measures can eliminate.

In addition to the primary function of medicel invesiigation
to determine the cause and circumstances of death, the Coroner
may, in his discretion, hold & formel inquest. During the
eriod July 1, 1956 to Juns 30, 1957 the Coroner held Wkl
nquests, Trangcripts of the inqueat proceedings are made
availsble to the District Attorney for review snd possible
action by his office., The function of the inguest 1s prima-
rily that of determining criminal responsibility for death,

In the performance of its legel dutles the Coroner's Depart-
ment grovidas guch services as the fingerprinting and identi-
fication of decessed persons, the notification of next of kin,
notification of law enforcement agenclea, the Veterans Admin-
istretion, and other branches of government of the deaths of
persons in yhom these agencles have an interest.



TIT, ORGANIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT

During the final quarter of fiscal year 1956-57, the
Coroner's Department was reorganized to reflect the separation
of the Department from that of the Publie Administrator., The
Department 1s headed by the Coroner, Dr. Theodore J. Curpheg,
and 1ts functions are performed by five major divisionss: (1
Medical Division, which 18 directed by the Assistant Chief
Deputy Medlcal Exzaminer; (2) Toxlcology Division, directed by
the Head Toxlcologlsty f3) Embalming Divisgion directed by the
Chlef Embalmer; (1) the Administrative Diviaion, directed by
the Executive Assigtent, and (5) the Inqueat Division headed
by an Inquest Deputy.

The Medleal Divigion 1s responsible for the medical jnvesti-
gation of each Coroner's case, snd for the determination of

the cause find mode of death, Thls work is performed by

doputy medical sxaminers under the direction of the Assistant
Chisf Deputy Medlcal Examiner. The medleal exsminers are
asglated by an auntopay technlecian autopsy-agsistant photog-
raphers, and histopathology technicians, The modical examiners
conduet lnvestigatlons, perform postmortem examinatlions,
request laboratory studies, and obtein medlcal higtories and
other information from hospitals, the police, and other sources.
As of June 30, 1957, thers were 1o deputy medical examiners
agsigned to tﬂe Medical Divigion in addition to the Assigtant
Chief Deputy Medical Examiner,

The Toxicology Division is responsidle for the chemical

analysis of specimens submitted by the Deputy Medical Examingrd
for laboratory study, These specimens include blood, tlssue,

and other organic substances, Laboratory atudles are made to
determine the presence or absence of toxic agents such as the
alcohols, narcotics, barblturates, carbon monoxlde, heavy metald,
and other polgons. In many cases, such studles are fundamental
for the posltive determination of the cause of death., The
Divigion 18 staffed by a Head Toxicologlst, two toxicologists,
an agsistant toxicologist, snd two laboratory assistants,

The Embalming Division i3 responsible for the transportation

of bodles of deceased persons whose deaths occur in the metro-
politan area as well as for the transportation of all suspected
homicide cases that occur in any part of the County. This Divia-
ion operates the Coroner's morgue in the Hall of Justice, has
custody of remains of deceased persona, and smbalms these
remains. Personnel of the Division have an important duty in

10

gathering information and evidence at the scens of death, 8s
well e3 sgsuming custody of property found on the person of
the decsaged, The Divigion la staffed by & Chilef Coronseris
Smbalmar, thirtesn Coroner's Embalmers, and four moriusry
gidg. The Divielon operetes on & twenty-four hour per day
agld,

The Adminlstratly hag responsibility for the
raceiving of reporta of death, of maintaining the case

records pertaining to all Coroner's cases; of notlfying

the next of kin of the deceased; of releasing remalns on
suthorlzatlon of persons entitled to claim remainay of

holding and relesging property; of issuing death certiflcates;
and maintaining the Coroner's Reglater aa regulred by lav.
This Division also handles internal departmentsal administration
such ag _the 1 ement snd lasus of. a8ul 3 the meintenance
of departmsntal accounts, and the collsctlon of statlstical
énfogma:iona The Division operates on a twenty-four hovr per
8y basls.

The Ingueat Division 1s responsible for the holdling of formal
inquests into the deaths of persons from unnatural causges.
Purpose of the inqueat 18 to determine if death 18 the result
of eriminal act on the pert of another, Ingueats are held 1n
the Hall of Justlce, or in the arss where the desth occurred,
Proceedings are conducted by one of two inquest deputies, and
the verdlcts ars rendered by Coronsr's jurles convened for the
purpess. The proceedings are recorded and transcripts are made
avallable to the Diatriet Attorney, City Attorneya, and others.



1V, PLANS FOR PROGRESS determine the cause of death in certaln cages (abortionss
bagterial infectionaj virug dlzenges) 1t 1s mandetory that
postaortem examinations be done on unembalmed bodles, slnce

To render the required publlc servlces with which the the embalming process deatroys evidence ngedad to demonstrale
Department 18 charged, with an historic annual inereage 1n the the cause of death., The use of rafrigeration to presgrve bodles
number of cases vhich requires Coroner's invegtigation, demands prior to sutopsy has long been customary 1n gther jurisdictions
planning and the efflclent organization of avallable resources. ' and 1g eonglatent with modern hoapltal and medicolegal preactlcs.
The Coroner's plans for the next flscal year are directed : This addition is expected to lmprove the accuracy of determin-
toward (1) the recruliment and optimum use of qualified medical ation of canse of death,
pergonnel; (2) the provision of lmproved facllities in the Hall )
of Justliece to handls the case load of the metropolitan area of Preliminery plans have been mads o expand and modernlze the
Los hngeles County; (3) the inmitiation of preliminary plans for facilitles for the Karformsnce of sutopsles and embalmigﬁ
a modera duilding to serve the metropolitan area of the Countys including the inatallation of sdequote 1ighting, alr-cor itiona
(L) the mors sccurate recording and reporting of medical find- ing, and related facllitles, These plang provide for the
ings; (5) the greater uss of laboratory study in deteramination segregation of autopay and embalming aetivities, which are nowW
of cauge of death and, (6) the improvement of the servics carried on in the sams small area, &g well as for modern em-
rendersd by the Corvoner 1n the lasus of death certificates balming and subopay tables, and for mere efficlent work avees.
upon completion of investigation. These obJectives will require
chrtaln changes in sdministrative procedurss such as the stend- During 1957-58, 1t 43 ezpected that a slite for & now bullding
srdlzation of forms of reportsi contralization of ceage flles; for the Coroner's Department wlill be solscted snd that a stard
and improved controls to expedite bthe processing of casas. will bs made on the preparation of prsliminary plang. This
bullding will houss the Coronsr's buslrniess offices and labor-
Medicolegal egsncles throughout the United Statss arg faced atories, and provide morgue asrylces for the metropelitan #res
w1th sxtreme A1fficulty in the recrultment of quellfied medlesl of the égunty. In the plasning ¢f the puilding exlating modern
examinsrs. The numbsr of physiclsns with the necessary traln- facilitisa, such ag the Coronsr's Office of Cuyahogs Counby
ing in patnoloﬁy i3 limited, and the salaries which can be Ohio, and %he planned fecilitles for the Chisf Hedicsl Bzamlner
offared by public agencles %ull Ffar short of prevailing income of New York City will be studied to insure bsst usg of space.
from professional practics, To offset the lack of medleal
exeminers avallabls to work on & full-time bazls, the Coroner 8inece the flndings of $rgaa gxpminstion can be made wmord
propeses o segk the gervices of qualifiled pathoiogizts for ?rseiﬁe by use of supplemeniary 1aboratory investigations
part-time work with the Coroner'a offica, While there are (bacteriological, microscoplc atudlas of tissus, toxicoleglcal)
adninistrative dlsadvantages in the uze of part-time personnel, the use of thean tools of sclsntiflc 1nvsatigatioa %111 contlinue
there are offsattiﬁf advantages in that it is poasible to in- to be smphasized and sxiended. Related to both the gross szam=
torast ?hysicians th training in pathology in the work of the ination and mieroacople study of material 4a the uge of color
Coroner's Department, who would otherwlse be unavallable on a and blsck snd white photegraphy. Photographs have becoma 1n-
full-time scheduls. creasingly Aimportant 1n medicolegal cases as an ald to the
pregentation of medical svidence in the courts and 95 & means
The physical facllitles of the Coroner's Department in the Hell of providing a permanont vigual rscord of the materlal studied.
of Justice - morgue, cperating room, laboratories and office , Funds are bsini provided in the 1957-58 budget for the purchese
space - are sgsentlally the same aa thoge providsé in 1926 when { of sgsential items of equipmeni for a photographic laboratory.
the Hall of Justice was first occupled. In the flscal year ; The laboratory 1a ezpscted to be im operation in 1957~58,

1956-57, the Board of Supervisors provided the fundg for the !
purchase and ingtallation of slxty-three refrigerated units for d
the storage of bodles, The work 1s agcheduled for completion in
1957-58 and will permit the medical examiners of the Coroner's
Department to perform sutopsles on unembaimed bodles. To

[
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Turdng the final quarter of the fiscal year 1956-57 more
detalled reporting of medical findings hes been required, and
complote records of these findings are being mailntained. During
1957-58 1t 13 intended to sxtend this program with the object-
ive of having records of investlgation which are both medlcally
and legally sufficlent to demongtrate concluslons as to the
eouge of death, Related to the medilcal records of the Depart-
ment 13 the maintenance of medical statistlcs., Although 62.4%
of all cases inveatigated by the Coroner in 1956-57 were natural
deaths, there has bsen no adequate clsgssification of canges of
desth or relsted conditionsa, The abaence of stetigtical refer-
snce f1les 1n thede cedes places an ilmportant area of vital
information beyond the ready acceas of those concerned with
problems of community health. The dsveEOpment of atatlatical
gya%ggg %gsignad to corract thilg conditiion will be undertaken
in - a
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SELECTED STATISTICS
ZABLE No, 1

Cages Investipated by the Coroner:

1936=27
In the Coroner's Metropolitsn Area 3482
In other areas of Los Angeles County 6132

958k
Increase in 1956-57 over 1955-56 134

Natural Causas 5983

Motor Vehlcle Fatalities 1052
Home Accldents 881
Qccupational Accidents 155
Adreraft Accldents 39
Rallway Accidents 17
Other Accidents %32
Suicides 718
Homicldes 235
Stillbirths 18
Abortions 18
Undetermined 6

9584

15

3647
5803

9Lk50

§900
927
949
1hy

3k
49
420
753
193
60
11

9450



SELECTED STATISTICS
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SELECTED STATISTICS
SELECTED STATISTICS

1945-56
1935226 Burns and Explosions 22 12
EHES 1h 18 ' Falls 263 238
Crushing 13 15 Firearms 2 9
. !
Drowming b 5 Mechanleal Asphyxila 5* L1
Electrocution 6 11 Miseellaneous 31 75
Explosions 2 b k/ffbisoning LA 25
Falls _ 2 35 Violence of Undetermined Origin R 20
Infection 48 30 — —
Mis¢ellaneous 23 a1, 432 420
S sprowning of child in public pool included in this figure

Hoteoning 5 2 #+ Above total includes 2 carbon monoxide deaths resulting

iomem — from gag heaters in closed rooms

155 Ly

Shooting 239 250

e ST e 6 o~ Fotsoning (Barbituratos 150 148
Military Alrcraft 5 5 Others 8 48
Private Alvcraft 2l 26 Jumping 36 33
se== — Hanging 113 108

39 3 , p~Carbon Monoxide - Autc Exhaust 72 110

All Other 60 59

718 753

18 19



SELECTED STATISTICS

Aggeult 30
fMeghting 1
Poisoning &~ 12
Shooting 192
Stabbing 16
Strangulstion 1k
Suffocation L
411 Others 6

239

Number of sutopsies performed Loko

Bodies embalmed for which {ees were
eollected 2667

Bodies embalmed for which no fees
were collected 399

Bodles processed at Coroner's Mortuary
Hall of Justice 52

Miles travelled by Medlical Examiners
to conduet 1nvestlgations and
appear as witnesses 92980
Non=Coroner's cages (cases reported
to Coroner but found not tc be
Coroner's cases) L79
Number of inquests held Ll

Wumber of miles traveled by coroner’s
vehicles to transport bodies 280958

3

o ey I

20

3647

88890

432
417

22637

SELECTED STATISTICS

Microscople examinations 15199
Bactericlogical exsminations 29
Blood tests for carbon monoxide 231
Cytology examlnations 167
Gross specimens prepared i9
Neuropathology brein studies 120
Speciel tissue stalns L
Aleohol, tests (only) . 29764
- Aleohel, in combination with other

tests 592

Barbiturates 403

Number of negatives made and processed 872
Number of prints msde and processed 1781

Number of coler slides prepared 264

21

361
352

965
1647
222



Vi, EXPENDITURES

FISCAL _YEAR 1956=57
SALARIES AND WAGES 8125,881,27
MATNTENANCE AND OPERATION 37,766 .49
CAPTITAL OUTLAY 18,397.66
§482,045.42

Vii. REVENUES COLLECTED

FLSCAL YEAR 195657
SALARY TUND3
EMBALMING FEES $68 , 521,00
SALE OF TRANSCRIPTS 5,358.95
TOTAL, SALARY FUND §7%,382.95
GEKERAL FUND$
WITNESS FEES 354,65
REFUND OF TRANSPORTATION 707.82
TOTAL, GENERAL FUND 81,062,147
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