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    AGENDA 
   Meeting of the Beach Commission 

    February 26, 2014 
   9:30 a.m. 

Burton Chace Park 
13650 Mindanao Way 

                                 Marina del Rey, CA  90292 
    

    

1.  CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
     
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
       
 (January  22, 2014) 
 
3. OLD BUSINESS   
 

A.   Prioritizing Commission Meeting Topics                 (DISCUSSION) 
   

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
None             

    
  5. STAFF REPORTS 

 
A.  Ongoing Activities Report (DISCUSS REPORT) 

 Board Actions on Items Relating to Beaches  

 B.  Beach and Marina del Rey Special Events               (DISCUSS REPORT) 
C.  Facilities and Property Maintenance Division Report                    (VERBAL REPORT) 
    Regarding Beach Maintenance                                              
D. Capital Projects Status Report/Related Activities (DISCUSS REPORT) 
E. Lifeguard Report (VERBAL REPORT) 
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6. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
7. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
8. NEXT MEETING DATE & LOCATION – Wednesday, March 26, 2014, at 9:30 a.m. at Burton 

Chace Park Community Room. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   
 
1. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors adopted Chapter 2.160 of the Los Angeles Code 

(Ord. 93-0031 § 2 (part), 1993), relating to lobbyists. Any person who seeks support or 
endorsement from the Beach Commission on any official actions must certify that he/she is 
familiar with the requirements of this ordinance.  A copy of the ordinance can be provided prior to 
the meeting and certification is to be made before or at the meeting. 

 
2.        The agenda will be posted on the Internet and displayed at the following locations at least 72 

hours preceding the meeting date: 
 
Department of Beaches and Harbors’ Website Address: marinadelrey.lacounty.gov 
 
     Department of Beaches and Harbors  Marina del Rey Information Center 
           Administration Building   4701 Admiralty Way 
   13837 Fiji Way  Marina del Rey, CA 90292  
    Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
 
     Burton Chace Park Community Room Lloyd Taber – Marina del Rey Library 
     13650 Mindanao Way    4533 Admiralty Way 
     Marina del Rey, CA 90292   Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
 
Si necesita asistencia para interpretar esta informacion llame al (310) 305-9546.                                                                
  

 

ADA ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require reasonable accommodations or auxiliary aids and 
services such as material in alternate format or a sign language interpreter, please contact the 
ADA (Americans with Disability Act) Coordinator at (310) 305-9590 (Voice) or (310) 821-1737 
(TDD), with at least three business days notice. 

 

 

http://marinadelrey.lacounty.gov/




                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES BEACH COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2014 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    ABSENCES 
Catherine McCurdy, Chair     Thomas Barnes 
Ginny Kruger, Vice-Chair     Kelly McDowell 
Clare Bronowski      Gregory Woodell 
Rosie Dagit 
Walt Dougher 
Norman Dupont              
Jeffrey Jennings 
Charles Milam 
Wayne Powell 
Scott Sachs 
Jeffrey Sallee 
Mitch Ward           
   
 
STAFF PRESENT 
John Kelly, Deputy Director, Facilities/Capital Projects/ 

Maintenance/Traffic Planning/Harbor Engineering Bureau  
Carol Baker, Division Chief, Community & Marketing  

Services Division 
Kyle Daniels, Captain, Lifeguard Division, Los Angeles  

County Fire Department  
Kenneth Foreman, Division Chief, Facilities and  

Property Maintenance Division  
Cesar Espinosa, Planning Specialist, Planning Division 
Jules Trefler, Senior Real Property Agent, Asset   

Management Division  
Linda Nava, Real Property Agent, Asset 

Management Division  
 
  
GUEST SPEAKER 
Mathew King, Director of Communication, Heal the Bay 
Meredith McCarthy, Director of Programs, Heal the Bay 
 
 
MEETING LOCATION  
Burton W. Chace Park Community Room  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chair McCurdy called the meeting to order at 9:41 a.m.  Chair McCurdy asked Commissioner 
Bronowski to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Commissioners and staff stood and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
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2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chair McCurdy asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes.  Motion to approve by 
Commissioner Bronowski, seconded by Commissioner Dougher, and unanimously approved.   
 

Ayes: 12 – Chair McCurdy, Vice-Chair Kruger, Bronowski, Dagit, Dougher, Dupont, Jennings, Milam, 
Powell, Sachs, Sallee, Ward.  

 
 
3. OLD BUSINESS 

None 
  

  
4. NEW BUSINESS  
  
Chair McCurdy suggested Item 4b be presented first until both candidates are present for the election 
of officers.  

 
A. Election of Officers 

 
Commissioner Bronowski reported that the Nomination Committee met by telephone conference and 
unanimously recommend new officers, Virgina Kruger as Chair and Wayne Powell as Vice-Chair. 
Commissioner Dupont motioned to approve the Nomination Committee recommendation, 
seconded by Commissioner Sachs, and unanimously approved.   
 

Ayes: 12 – Chair McCurdy, Vice-Chair Kruger, Bronowski, Dagit, Dougher, Dupont, Jennings, Milam, 
Powell, Sachs, Sallee, Ward.  

 
B. Heal the Bay’s Storm Response Team Program 

 
Ms. Baker introduced the guest speakers. Heal the Bay’s Meredith McCarthy, Director of Programs, 
and Mathew King, Director of Communications, were there to present on the Storm Response Team 
program. Ms. McCarthy provided a brief overview of Heal the Bay and how the Storm Response Team 
program was created. Mr. King discussed ways social media is used to educate and bring the public to 
the beach after a storm to help with beach cleanup before trash is washed out to the bay. 
Commissioner Bronowski inquired about the coordination with the Department of Beaches and 
Harbors (Department) and if utilizing heavy equipment in the cleanup would help. Ms. McCarthy stated 
that trucks are not able to be used in the area of the high tied line where the cleanup takes place.  Mr. 
Foreman added that the Department is set up to respond after a storm. Commissioner Ward thanked 
the presenters for their presentation and recommended they work with the County to educate the 
public on the source of where the trash is coming from. Commissioner Kruger asked if there was a 
reference link between the Department website to stories from Heal the Bay. Ms. Baker responded 
that the Department is notified and information is shared when Heal the Bay tweets and posts 
information to Facebook. The beach cleanup days are also promoted on the Department website. 
Commissioner Sallee suggested they seek funding from the cities/special funds associated with 
tidelands. He also suggested local communities might provide storage space for Heal the Bay. 
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C. Approval of Concession License Agreements on County Owned or Operated Beaches 
 

Ms. Baker introduced Mr. Jules Trefler, the Department Senior Real Property Agent who presented a 
PowerPoint on the Invitation for Bids (IFB) process for the Department’s beach concession license 
agreements. Mr. Trefler introduced Linda Nava, a Real Property Agent, who is new to the Department.  
He discussed the IFB process and provided the list of ten (10) concessionaires who were selected 
through the bidding process. He also stated the Department is requesting to allow five (5) one-year 
options to extend the agreements and to allow for conducting a competitive solicitation or to negotiate 
a sole source contract for Chace Park and whenever an agreement is not renewed. Mr. Trefler asked 
the Commission to endorse the recommendation to the Board of Supervisors (Board). The 
Commissioners expressed concern with the quality of service and asked if there is a provision in the 
lease that would allow the County to terminate an agreement. It was recommended to allow for a 
restaurant tour to come and demolish the current old buildings and to build a new restaurant. Mr. Kelly 
stated the Department is aware of the aging facilities and they are looking at various options to 
address that concern. The idea of providing space for a commercial restaurant was discussed. The 
challenge with a commercial restaurant is gaining approval from the Coastal Commission, the potential 
elimination of beach parking, and the County requirement for a building permit for parking that is 
exclusively for the restaurant. Staff is looking into the use of food trucks to make concessions more 
attractive. The Commissioners recommend that staff solicit business from Pink’s Hot Dogs and pop-up 
restaurants. It was also suggested that, when there is an IFB, staff is to inform the bidders that the 
recommendation is being brought before the Beach Commission meeting before going to the Board of 
Supervisors.    
 
Chair Kruger asked if there was a motion to approve the staff recommendation to the Board.  
Commissioner Dupont motioned to approve the staff recommendation as it pertains to the 
award of the beach licenses, and encouraged the Department to continue seeking innovative 
ways to expand the scope and quality of food offerings, seconded by Commissioner Powell, 
and unanimously approved.   
 
 Ayes: 12 – Chair Kruger, Vice-Chair Powell, Bronowski, Dagit, Dougher, Dupont, Jennings, 

McCurdy, Milam, Sachs, Sallee, Ward. 

       
5.     STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. Ongoing Activities Report  
 

Ms. Baker presented the report. 
 

B. Beach and Marina del Rey Special Events 
 

Ms. Baker announce that, for the first time in Marina del Rey, the Polar Plunge to benefit the Special 
Olympics will be held at Marina Beach and that the Lifeguard Division, along with LASD and the 
Department, are sponsoring this event.    
  

C. Facilities and Property Maintenance Division Report  
 
Mr. Foreman gave an update on the various projects that were reported at last month’s meeting. He 
informed the Commissioners that the RV Park is closed for repairs for the month of January. Some of 
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the work that is being done is replacing the waterline, restroom fixtures and walls, and installing a new 
PA system. He announced that the park will be ready to open on February 1. He reported the berms 
will be taken down because of the grunion run taking place the first week of March.  
 

D. Capital Projects Status Report 
 
Mr. Espinosa discussed the report and stated that the Coastal Development Permit for Dan Blocker 
and Surfrider projects was approved by the Planning Commission on January 21.   
 

E. Lifeguard Report  
 
Captain Kyle Daniels provided an update on upcoming events. He stated they are getting ready to 

launch the Junior Lifeguard Program registration, and for the first time they are having two (2) 

sessions. All the lifeguards are doing their EMT recertification. He also reported the Lifeguard Division 

hosted the shark symposium on Friday, January 17. There were over 70 people in attendance, 

representing 50 different agencies. Commissioner Milam reported there were three Commissioners 

who attended the event. Captain Daniels reported there was a motion for a subcommittee to work on 

“Policy and Signage”. Commissioner Powell asked if there was an electronic brochure on the “Stingray 

Shuffle” that can be posted on the city’s website. Ms. Baker requested that Captain Daniels provide 

her with the information and to have the brochure available at the next Commission meeting.     

6.      COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Chair Kruger asked staff to provide the list of Future Meeting Topics that was discussed at the October 
meeting, and to have this item place on the agenda for the Commission to discuss and prioritize. 
 
Commissioner Powell recommended that a presentation on how the state’s drought would impact the 
Department be added to the list.     
 
7.      COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC  

None 
  
8.      NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 26, 2014, 9:30 a.m. at Burton Chace Park 

9.      ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Kruger adjourned the meeting at 11:09 a.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Mindy Sherwood 
Interim Commission Secretary 





Beach Commission Requested Presentations 

 

 

 

1. Ongoing updates on the Lifeguard Division’s emerging shark sighting 

response policy. These may be obtained from the Lifeguard Division during 

monthly Commission meetings.  

 

2. Snowy Plover/Least Tern presentation – The County has taken great pains to 

protect these birds. How have the enclosures worked? What’s the result? 

Secure an ornithologist to address this topic.  

 

3. Government jurisdiction/structure over coastal areas. Who is in charge of 

what? This could be combined with a presentation on revenue collected on 

beach.  Distinguish DPW role vs. DBH in MdR. Outline beaches not 

maintained by DBH and where DBH does not license/permit activities (at least 

one of those exceptions apply to Hermosa Beach, Santa Monica, San Pedro, 

Cabrillo). Lifeguard involvement at beaches not maintained by DBH.  

 

4. Beach erosion, Tsunami risk, plate movement – Commissioner Barnes 

expressed interest in this topic. Potential presentation options:   

 Presentation by Sediment Management Group, which monitors sand 

and how erosion fits into policy. Works with Army Corps of engineers 

(see #5 below).  

 Perhaps an expert on Tsunami risk, how Lifeguards/DBH would 

prepare 

 Perhaps an expert on plate tectonics and how land is expected to rise 

 

5. Update on beach erosion/renourishment concerning Redondo and Broad 

Beach; and provide information about the sediment management group, how 

the county is monitoring beach conditions, and where the monitoring stations 

are and how that fits into the regional policy. This could involve a presentation 

by staff and the Regional Coastal Management Plan with the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers.  

 

 

 

 

 



6. A presentation from the State Coastal Conservancy and/or Santa Monica Bay 

Restoration regarding  sand restoration, Rindge Dam and the Malibu Creek 

restoration. Staff note: State Parks Dept. and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers are completing their EIR and intend to circulate it for comment this 

year. It’s possible they may be willing to discuss the project with the 

Commission in the future. Due to the costs and logistical hurdles, there is no 

guarantee that sediment from the dam removal will be placed on our 

beaches.  

 

7. Prop 84 state funding – Could it be tapped? SMBRC tracks this.  Relation to           

Prop A? 

 

8. Institute for the Environment – Mark Gold, formerly of Heal the Bay, is now 

there. Find out what they’re up to.  

 

9. Projects soon to be underway near the beach and in the South Bay, and 

potential impacts: 

 AES plant 

 PCH Bridge permit 

 E & B oil drilling in Hermosa 

 Redondo Beach waterfront redevelopment  

 

10. Clean up after storms – Beach Cities Health District and Heal the Bay 

response to storms. Volunteer cleanup. Heal the Bay. (JANUARY)  

 

11. State Coastal Conservancy – SMBRC great source for presentation …? 

 

12. Access Roads – Redondo Beach erosion problem …? 

 

13. “Drought in California” the impact on the Department 

 















                      LOS ANGELES COUNTY BEACH COMMISSION ATTENDANCE REPORT 2014 

Commissioner/  
Appointed by       

Jan. Feb. March April May June July Sept Oct Nov Total 
Meetings 
Attended 
2014 

Sachs/Ridley-Thomas X           

Bronowski/Yaroslavsky X           
Dagit/Yaroslavsky X           
Dupont/Yaroslavsky X           

Jennings/Yaroslavsky X           
Kruger/Yaroslavsky X           
Woodell/ Yaroslavsky            
Barnes/Knabe            

Dougher/ Knabe X           

McCurdy/ Knabe X           
McDowell/ Knabe            

Milam/ Knabe X           
O’Donnell/ Knabe    *           
Powell/ Knabe X           
Sallee/ Knabe X           
Tucker/ Knabe    *           
Ward/ Knabe X           
   

 
         

Vacant/Molina             
Vacant/Yaroslavsky            
Vacant/Knabe            

Vacant/Antonovich            
            
            

              INACTIVE MEMBERS (Missed three or more meetings in a row)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

              No regularly scheduled meetings in August or December       *=No meeting       X=Present       Blank=Absent    


