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SMALL CRAFT HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
MARCH 11, 2009 

 ‘SPECIAL EVENING MEETING’ 
 
Commissioners: Russ Lesser, Chairman; Vanessa Delgado, MPA, Vice-Chairman; Dennis Alfieri, 
Commissioner; Albert Landini, Ed.D. (Excused absence); Albert DeBlanc, Jr. Esq. (Excused absence) 
 
Department of Beaches and Harbors: Santos Kreimann, Director; Paul Wong, Asset Management Division 
Chief; Dusty Crane, Community and Marketing Service Division Chief 
 
County:  Thomas Faughnan, Principal Deputy County Counsel; Michael Tripp, Principal Planner Special 
Projects. 
 
Guest: Ron M. Noble, Noble Consultants; Allan Kotin, Allan D. Kotin and Associates 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Lesser called the meeting to order at 6:26 pm, followed 
by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Chairman Lesser asked for a motion to approve the February 11, 2009 minutes.  Vice-
Chairman Delgado moved and Commissioner Alfieri seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Item 3 - Regular Reports:   
 
Santos Kreimann suggested the Crime Statistics and Seaworthy Liveaboard Reports be received and filed.  
The Chair agreed.   
 
John Hodenbu commented on the proliferation of illegal liveaboards in the Marina.   
 
Santos Kreimann said he will follow-up with the Sheriff’s Department and asked the community to contact 
Beaches and Harbors on any known illegal liveaboards. 
 
Dusty Crane reported on the Yvonne B. Burke Park Dedication Ceremony, yacht clubs’ opening day 
ceremonies, Marina del Rey Outdoor Adventures program, Fisherman’s Village Weekend Concerts and 
Beach Events.  
 
Item 5a – Approval of Concession License Agreement – Burton Chase Park: 
 
Paul Wong reported on the Request for Proposals (RFP) for concessionaires to operate at various beaches and 
in the Burton Chace Park, Marina del Rey.  He said only one proposal was received and it was from the 
current operator, Café Petra.  The new license will be effective on June 1, 2009.  Minimum rent was set at 
$5,600 or 75% of the current rent.  The initial proposed rent offered by Café Petra was $7,100 per year and 
the concessionaire will be fully responsible for all maintenance and repairs. 
 
Chairman Lesser asked for a motion to approve the award of Chace Park license to Café Petra.  Vice-
Chairman Delgado moved and Commissioner Alfieri seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Item 5b – Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Amended and Restated Lease No. 74729 – Parcel 15U 
(Esprit II) – Marina del Rey 
 
Santos Kreimann reported that Amendment No. 1 to Amended and Restated Lease No. 74729 called for the 
Esprit II LLC to demolish all existing improvements (288 apartments and 215 slips) and construct 585 new 
apartment units, including 47 low-income senior units, and a new 225 slip marina, which was to be completed 
by June 30, 2009.  He stated due to the state of the economy it is impractical for the Lessee to arrange for 
financing and commence construction at this time.  In the new amendment the Lessee has until June 30, 2013, 
with possible extension under certain qualifying circumstances, to complete construction.  Lessee has agreed 
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to pay a fee of $1,000,000 in four equal installments, increase the annual minimum rent from $415, 272 to 
$630,000, and other conditions as outline in the report. 
 
David Barish said the County should take back the lease, requested to review the Financial Analysis for this 
project and commented that he feels this project is shameful. 
 
Santos Kreimann said there were options available.  The County can wait until the lease comes to term and 
take back the leasehold or to negotiation to extend the option and let the lessee proceed with construction now 
and the latter is a better option for the County. 
 
Allan Kotin informed the commission that he did not have any documents with him at the time, but was 
willing to discuss the financial analysis. 
 
Santos Kreimann said the financial analysis can be made public after the Board of Supervisors hears the 
matter. 
 
Vice-Chairman Delgado asked for clarification if it was correct that there were only two scenarios available to 
the County. 
 
Thomas Faughnan replied they were corrected and that the sole remedy for the County under the lease is 
reversion to the original term. 
 
Carla Andrus said the lease should revert back to the original lease. She disagreed with reasons why 
construction has not started and stated her views on the matter. 
 
Nancy Marino asked why the lease was not being reverted back to its original lease, commented this was 
negotiated in secret, and said the County should reconsider this and revert back to the original lease. 
  
Chairman Lesser asked that Thomas Faughnan explain how contracts are negotiated and when they become 
public. 
 
Thomas Faughnan said there is a process for negotiating leases and lease amendments in private in order to 
preserve the County’s negotiation positions. The department and the County’s Real Estate Negotiators receive 
directions from the Board in closed session.  When a deal is completed the lease document is brought to the 
Commission for review and recommendation.  It is then placed on the Board of Supervisor’s agenda for 
consideration in open session. 
 
Chairman Lesser asked Allan Kotin to explain the amount of money expected in a course of thirteen years and 
ask if he thinks the County would get more revenue if they negotiate this amendment verses reverting to the 
original lease. 
 
Allan Kotin said the County would receive a minimum of three million dollars or possibly five to six million 
dollars over the next four years from the amendment.  That includes the one million dollars payment, 
elimination of abatement of rent during construction, and an increase in the minimum rent.  
 
John Nahhas said there should be public input, performance evaluations, grades and information on the 
developer’s performance. 
 
William Vreszk said he opposes the extension.  He has a concern about the adequacy of the project’s 
environmental impact report. 
 
Thomas Faughnan replied that the amendment relates to economic terms.  There are no different 
environmental impacts compared to when the projects were originally reviewed by Regional Planning. 
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Vice-Chairman Delgado asked when reviewing the traffic cumulative impacts and conditions does the EIR 
need to be updated. 
 
Thomas Faughnan said if the developer was seeking a re-approval or approval of new entitlements then that 
may be the case. But we are not approving entitlements which they already have.  We are just looking at 
economic changes in the business deal. 
 
Helen Garrett said she does not care if it’s built, but if it is does then the developer has to comply with the 
mellow act and provide 15% affordable housing. 
 
Thomas Faughnan said the County’s new Affordable Housing Policy is only applicable to projects that 
receive their entitlements after the effective date of the policy.   
 
Commissioner Alfieri asked if there was an affordability element in the previous project Esprit I. 
 
Thomas Faughnan stated yes each project has an affordable housing component. 
 
Dorothy Franklin was concerned about this being extended over a period of time, quite glad to have an 
economist at the meeting, and asked where the money is going.  She wants a master plan for Marina to show 
the projections, height, and density.  
 
Chairman Lesser stated it would go to the County general fund.  He also said the master plan has been 
discussed and the marina needs a lot of redevelopment, which is included on the master plan agenda. 
 
Santos Kreimann said the marina does have a master plan called the Local Coastal Plan (LCP), which was 
prepared in 1996.  It identifies entitlements to develop certain parcels in Marina del Rey and in relative terms 
to the general plan it is an updated document.  He said Phase II part of the development plan was moving 
through the process, but the terms of the development and entitlement rights in Marina del Rey are no where 
near what we are entitled to.  He stated the documents are on the website, at the meeting and that Regional 
Planning updates the community on development.  He said due to the financial crisis it may take a little 
longer, but it’s not in the best interest of the county to stop all development.  The biggest concern is that they 
will miss the next business cycle, have no entitlements and won’t be able to take advantage of that.  Lastly, he 
said Marina del Rey is a 40-50 year old asset which needs to be revitalized and move forward. 
 
Vice-Chairman Delgado asked if labor was the highest cost for this project, what the proposed scheduled will 
be until 2013, is the developer waiting for financing to submit plans, and the reason for not supporting 
reverting back to the original lease terms. 
 
Santos Kreimann said the general idea is for a completion date of 2013 once the developer has secured the 
financing, which can be tolled if financing in not available.  Meanwhile, the lessee does have to continue 
pursuing building permits.  Lastly, he said he believed the asset has to be redeveloped, the marina and 
anchorage are in poor shapes, and an amendment is in the best interest of the county. 
 
Commissioner Alfieri asked if the quarter of a million dollars can only be received once approval is made by 
the Board of Supervisors.  He stated that money should be used for the marina instead of going to the general 
fund.  
 
Santos Kreimann confirmed the funds will only be received after the board makes the approval.  He said 
Supervisor Knabe was successful in proposing that revenues from Parcel 47 be retained for redevelopment of 
that particular anchorage and in today’s budgetary realities thinks it is difficult to earmark these revenues for 
marina related issues.  The funds have always gone to the general funds and the Board of Supervisors will 
decide during the budget process where that money is best spent. 
 
Chairman Lesser asked for a motion to approve the Amendment.  Vice-Chairman Delgado moved to approve 
and Commissioner Alfieri seconded. The motion was unanimously approved. 
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Item 5c – Marina del Rey Slip Sizing Study and Slip Vacancy & Pricing Study 
 
A power point presentation on Slip Sizing Study was made by Ron M. Noble of Noble Consultants, Inc. 
followed by a presentation of Slip Vacancy and Pricing Study by Allan Kotin of Allan D. Kotin and 
Associates (handouts of both presentations were distributed at the meeting).   
 
Santos Kreimann reported on what the study consisted of and how the findings would be used to review plans 
to renovate and replace the aging anchorages in Marina del Rey.  Ron Noble would cover the engineering 
aspects, trend analysis and projections.  Allan Kotin would be responsible for the slip pricing and vacancy 
study. 
 
Glen Thorpe thanked the Commission for having independent consultants conduct the studies. 
 
Jeff Barnett said he recently purchased a larger boat and it was extremely difficult to find a slip.  He said 
larger boats should have equal space and rights and not be overlooked during dock upgrades. 
 
Mark Hunziker commends the study, mentioned the economic meltdown, and could not believe the County is 
not addressing the shakedown.  He said he has been affected and the community is in trouble as all incomes 
are tied together.  He said the County has to get real with the statistics. 
 
Louis Scaduto said the pricing projections for 2009 are exceedingly optimistic.  He asked what prices boaters 
are actually paying and stated that small boaters are alive and well. 
 
Nancy Marino wanted to know will the studies be available online.  She said all of this data is tremendously 
skewed by omission of Esprit I from the data sets; there is nothing in the slip recommendation about the pitch 
fork or double wide slips and that the market is in demand for all sizes of slips.  
 
Santos Kreimann said the power points will be available on line. 
 
Greg Schem commented that this is a good direction for the marina for years to come; good to have facts and 
figures.  He said in the Noble study the double slips may be overstated; suggested consider including a bullet 
point to require substantial compliance with DBAW, not strict adherence.  He and asked Allan Kotin if the 
time used in the study (July of each year) not overstate the small boat occupancies because winter time has 
more vacancies, as most are removed from usage and off the water. 
 
Allan Kotin replied the report did understate the vacancies. Had he done what Greg Schem suggested the 
vacancies would have been even greater, however, he did not have good enough data for off season vacancies.   
 
Donald Klein commented on statements made by Chairman Lesser that the County should not subsidize the 
boaters.  He commented on the statement made by Allan Kotin and said that the age of the marina beyond its 
useful life and has not seen any published or statistical data.  The deferred maintenance was supposed to be 
paid by Goldrich & Kest to replace all of their docks and asked are the rates of the slips dependant upon what 
the Lessees need to charge to upgrade their docks.  Lastly, he said he had a boat slip in the San Francisco and 
San Diego area he was paying $270 for a 40’foot slip and its $560 here and those rates should be included.   
 
Chairman Lesser said he does not agree that residents of the Los Angeles County should subsidize boat 
owners.  He said they should pay a reasonable rate and feels they should be paying more because of the size, 
location and amenities of the area. 
 
Wayne Miller said he has a 25’ and a 40’ boats and that he had problems getting a forty-five foot slip.  He had 
no problem finding small slips.  He submitted for the record studies with data from Beaches and Harbors, 
dockmasters and various workshops, and said more large slips are needed. 
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Brian Eklund said Almar Marina increased his rent by fourteen percent to $475.  He commented that many 
small boats would not be able to use dry stack storage because of their weights or keels.. 
 
John Hockenbu commented that the presentation was great, but more research is needed.  He suggested  to 
contact boat brokers and manufactures for sizing trends. 
 
Raymond Fisher has a large boat and has been promised that the slips will be replaced and nothing has been 
done for a long time.  He said the survey was great, but thinks there may be some distortion in the data.   
 
Santos Kreimann said the department is trying to complete and negotiate a plan with the developer. There is 
urgency on the department to start replacing these docks and that is why this study is being done.  
   
Randy Short said prior to 1960 there were seven thousand boat slips between Santa Barbara and San Diego 
and in 1970 there was thirty thousand additional boat slips.  He said his company has built and rebuilt marinas 
for more than 35 years in Mexico, California and Hawaii and they are very close to Ron Nobles numbers.  
Lastly, he said larger slips are needed. 
 
Roger Howard said he has a forty foot boat and for over seven years it has been impossible for him to find a 
boat slip.  He said larger slips are needed in the marina, trends are to have larger boats, but both small and 
large boats should have access.  
 
Jon Nahhas said the slip mix study should have been submitted before the meeting for review.  That watching 
a thirty minute presentation, discussing pricing study and vacancy rates is too much for one meeting and 
being allowed only three minutes to make a comment is not enough.  
 
Andy Bessette said slip rent increases will make Marina del Rey equal with other harbors; commented on the 
statement made by the Chair about the Brazilians loving their dry stack storage; said that Ron Noble would 
include anything in the study the department wants for seventy to eighty thousand dollars.  Lastly, he said the 
County has betrayed the public’s trust and told lies. 
   
Santos Kreimann explained that the department only provided the consultants with information about the 
marina.  He said they are professionals.  They will analyze the information, do an independent assessment and 
he has confidence in their work products. 
 
Ron Noble commented that only six hundred boat slips that are 35 feet and less are being removed.  The dry 
stack storage being proposed is one of the most modern facilities out there with an overhead crane and can 
handle boats up to forty feet.  Beaches and Harbors never gave him instructions.  He received data from 
Beaches and Harbors, and use researches conducted from own company and other sources.  When all is done, 
there is still going to be more smaller slips than larger slips. 
 
Santos Kreimann stated that once Ron Noble and Allan Kotin complete the report in approximately two 
weeks the draft reports will be posted on the department’s website and be submitted to the Commission next 
month for final public comments. 
 
Vice-Chairman Delgado asked if there are other ways comments can be received besides posting on the 
website. 
 
Santos Kreimann said he may use the Argonaut, local paper and send an email blast of the meeting being held 
next month. 
 
Chairman Lesser said more larger slips are needed, but there should always be space for small boaters both in 
land and water. 
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Item 6 - Staff Reports:  
 
Santos suggested that the Staff Report be received and filed.   
 
Nancy Marino said the draft EIR was supposed to be re-circulated for Neptune Marina and the Woodfin 
project.  She asked if a 30 day notice was going to be provided to the public. 
 
Michael Tripp said he is currently reviewing the EIR.  It will be submitted to County Departments for review 
for changes and once approved it will be released to the public. 
 
Nancy Marino stated she was unsure what re-circulated meant and asked if it meant to be open for public 
comments again.   
 
Michael Tripp confirmed.  
 
Thomas Faughnan said it hasn’t been certified and Michael Tripp was just going through the draft. 
 
Michael Tripp said that was correct.  The public had an initial chance to review the draft EIR 45 days before 
the public hearing, but the document was never certified.    
 
Nancy Marino said she has been asking for a redevelopment project status report for years.  She also made 
comments pertaining to the LCP Amendment.   
 
Chairman Lesser asked for a motion to receive and file the Ongoing Staff Report.  Vice-Chairman Delgado 
moved and Commissioner Alfieri seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Item 7 – Communication from the Public: 
 
Nancy Marino commented on the master plan and working groups.  She said the Coastal Commission 
recommended a comprehensive amendment, this is bad planning and a comprehensive master plan is needed. 
 
Santos said there is a comprehensive master plan called the LCP. The process allows for amendments to the 
document as things change, which the public can participate in. He stated that every project requires an 
environmental review and the County has the right to submit amendment proposals to the Coastal 
Commission. 
 
Wayne Miller confirmed that Santos Kreimann met with the public and went over the plans. He said that 
some people have been intimidated by certain elements of the workgroups and videos of the meeting are 
posted on the internet. 
 
Adjournment – Chairman Lesser adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted  
 
By:  Donna Samuels, Commission Secretary 
 
*Copy of meeting can be purchased immediately after all meetings with Commission Secretary. 
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1 Marina del Rey Redevelopment Projects
 Descriptions and Status of Regulatory/Proprietary Approvals

As of April 2, 2009

        

Map
Key

Parcel No. -- Project 
Name/Lessee

Lessee Name/ 
Representative

Redevelopment Proposed Massing and Parking Status Regulatory Matters

1 42/43 -- Marina del Rey Hotel/ 
Pacifica Hotels

Dale Marquis/
Mike Barnard

* Complete renovation and dock replacement No changes Proprietary -- Term sheet under negotiation
Regulatory -- To be determined

2 44 - Pier 44 Michael Pashaie/
David Taban

* Build 5 new visitor serving commercial and dry storage buildings           
* 91,090 s.f. visitor serving commercial space                                          * 
143 slips + 5 end ties and 234 dry storage spaces

Massing -- Four new visitor-serving commercial buildings, maximum 36' tall and one dry stack storage 
building, 65'5" tall.  771.5 lineal feet view corridor proposed (259.73 required)                                         
Parking -- 381 at grade parking spaces will be provided with shared parking agreement (402 parking 
spaces are required)

Proprietary -- Term sheet under negotiation                                                                                                                                                     
Regulatory -- Initial DCB review during the October 2008 meeting.  Item was continued and is pending a second review

Shared Parking Agreement

3 52/GG - Boat Central/
Pacific Marina Development

Jeff Pence * 367-vessel dry stack storage facility
* 30-vessel mast up storage space
* Sheriff boatwright facility

Massing -- 70' high boat storage building partially over water and parking with view corridor
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site, public parking to be replaced on 
Parcel 56

Proprietary -- Term sheet approved by BOS on July 2006; SCHC approved Option March 2007; BOS approved Option May 2007
Regulatory -- DCB, on May 2007 (continued from March 2007 meeting; April meeting cancelled) DISAPPROVED project.  Regional 
Planning application filed December 2008.

LCP amendment to rezone site to Boat Storage and to transfer 
Public Facility use to another parcel.

4 55/56/W -- Fisherman's Village/
Gold Coast

Michael Pashaie/
David Taban

* 132-room hotel
* 65,700 square foot restaurant/retail space
* 30-slip new marina
* 28 foot-wide waterfront promenade

Massing -- Nine mixed use hotel/visitor-serving commercial/retail structures (eight are 1 or 2-story and 
one 60' tall hotel over ground floor retail/ restaurant), parking structure with view corridor
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site; must include parking for adjacent 
Parcel 61 lessee (Shanghai Reds) and replacement parking from Parcel 52

Proprietary --Lease documents approved by BOS December 2005
Regulatory -- DCB hearing May 2006, item continued; approved in concept July 2006.  Regional Planning application filed May 2007

Shared Parking Agreement
Variance for reduced setbacks

5 1 -- Marina del Rey Landing/
Harbor Real Estate

Greg Schem * New fuel dock facility with high-speed pumps and automatic payment
* 3,300 square-foot dock mart and restrooms
* New marina with 10 slips and transient berths
* Public promenade and public view decks

Massing -- 1-story structure on the dock and on landside, each 19' tall
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site

Proprietary -- Lease documents approved by BOS May 2006
Regulatory -- DCB conceptual approval May 2007; DCB approved final design with conditions August 2008; Regional Planning 
Commission approved CDP and CUP on May 14, 2008.   CCC approved waterside improvements March 2008.

6 7 --  Tahiti Marina Kamran Hakim * Building refurbishment and relocating landside boating facilities             
* Docks will be reconstructed

Parking -- Possible slight reduction of parking due to relocation of landside boating facilities.  Impact is 
currently unknown.

Proprietary -- Term sheet under negotiation
Regulatory -- DCB submittal anticipated for the April 2009 meeting

7 8 -- Bay Club / Decron Properties David Nagel * Building refurbishment, no new construction                                          
* Docks will be reconstructed

No changes Proprietary -- Term sheet approved by BOS August 2008
Regulatory -- DCB continued from July 2008 and approved concept August 2008. Site Plan Review application filed with DRP on 
12/4/08

8 9 -- Woodfin Suite Hotel and 
Vacation Ownership/
Woodfin Hotels

Jack Illes * 19-story, 288-room hotel (152 hotel rooms and 136 timeshare suites)
* 5-story, 332-stall parking structure
* New public transient docks
* 28 foot-wide waterfront promenade
* Wetland park

Massing -- 19-story hotel with 5-story parking structure, 225' tall, on northern half of parcel with view 
corridor and wetland park on southern half
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site

Proprietary -- Term Sheet approved by BOS February 2007
Regulatory -- DCB initial hearing May 2006, item continued; approved in concept June 2006; Regional Planning application filed 
November 2006;  RP Commission heard the matter on 10/29/08 and continued the item.

Timeshare component
Wetland

9 10/FF -- Neptune Marina/
Legacy Partners

Sean McEachorn * 526 apartments
* 161-slip marina + 7 end-ties
* 28 foot-wide waterfront promenade
* Replacement of public parking both on and off site

Massing -- Four 55' tall clustered 4-story residential buildings over parking with view corridor
Parking -- 103 public parking spaces to be replaced off site

Proprietary -- Term sheet approved by BOS August 2004; lease documents approved by BOS August 2008
Regulatory -- DCB approval in concept June 2006; Regional Planning application filed November 2006; RP Commission heard the 
matter on 10/29/08 and continued the item.

LCP amendment to allow apartments on Parcel FF, remove 
Open Space category, and to transfer development potential 
from other development zones 
Parking permit to allow 103 replacement public parking spaces 
off site
Variance for enhanced sigage and reduced setbacks

10 100/101 -- The Shores/
Del Rey Shores

Jerry Epstein/
David Levine

* 544-unit apartment complex
* 10 new public parking spaces

Massing -- Twelve 75' tall 5-story residential buildings
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site plus 10 public beach parking spaces

Proprietary -- Lease extension Option approved by BOS December 2006
Regulatory -- Regional Planning approval June 2006; BOS heard appeal  February 2006; continued to March 2007 where project was 
approved.  Per court order, EIR being redone as to grading; on 12/16/08 BOS approved EIR

11 95/LLS -- Marina West Shopping 
Center/ Gold Coast

Michael Pashaie/
David Taban

* 72-unit apartment complex
* 10,000 square-foot restaurant
* 22,400 square-foot commercial space
* Gateway parkette on Parcel LLS

Massing -- One 42' tall retail building, three 60' tall mixed-use residential/retail buildings and parkette
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site

Proprietary -- Term Sheet approved by BOS October 2007
Regulatory -- DCB initial hearing May 2006; item then on June, July, and September agenda; conceptual approval granted November 
2006 

12 145 -- Marina International Hotel/
Pacifica Hotels

Dale Marquis/
Mike Barnard

* Complete renovation No changes Proprietary -- Term sheet under negotiation
Regulatory -- DCB initial hearing November 2008; conceptual approval granted January 2009

13 OT -- Admiralty Courts/
Goldrich & Kest Industries

Jona Goldrich/
Sherman Gardner

* 114-unit senior retirement facility
* 5,000 square feet of retail space
* Replacement public parking both on and off site
* Public accessway from Washington to Admiralty

Massing -- One 5-story residential (senior) building over ground-floor retail and parking, 65' tall
Parking -- All required project parking to be located on site; 92 public parking spaces to remain on site, 
94 public parking spaces to be replaced off site near Marina Beach

Proprietary -- Lease documents approved by BOS July 2008.
Regulatory -- DCB conceptual approval August 2005; Regional Planning application filed May 2006

LCP amendment to create Senior Retirement Facility Land Use 
Category and rezone OT as Senior Retirement Facility with 
Mixed Use Overlay Zone, and transfer development potential 
between Development Zones
Parking permit for senior retirement facility and to allow some 
replacement public parking off site.

14 33/NR -- The Waterfront Ed Czuker/Derek 
Jones

* 292 apartments
* 32,400 square-foot restaurant/retail space
* Rooftop observation deck
* Replacement public parking both on and off site

Massing -- Three 5-story mixed use residential/retail buildings (two 44' tall and one 61' tall) with view 
corridor
Parking -- All required project parking to be located on site; 69 public parking spaces to be replaced on 
site.

Proprietary -- Lease documents in process and economic terms being negotiated
Regulatory -- DCB concept approval August 2004; revised project to DCB on August 2008, then December 2008 where it was 
continued 

LCP amendment to add Mixed Use Overlay Zone, rezone NR to 
Visitor Serving/Commercial, and Variance for increased height 
and reduced setbacks
Parking permit to allow some replacement public parking off 
site

15 27 -- Jamaica Bay Inn/
Pacifica Hotels

Dale Marquis/
Mike Barnard

* 69 additional hotel rooms
* Renovate balance of property
* Marina Beach Promenade

Massing -- 4-story, 45' tall,  hotel expansion with view corridor
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site

Proprietary -- Lease documents approved by BOS May 2006
Regulatory -- DCB conceptual approval obtained October 2005 and final design approval August 2008; Regional Planning application 
filed December 2005 and Commission approved August 2007.  Plancheck application filed

16 IR -- Marriott Residence Inn/
Pacifica Hotels

Dale Marquis/
Mike Barnard

* 147-room hotel
* Replacement of public parking both on and off site
* Marina Beach Promenade

Massing -- Two hotel buildings above parking, 45' tall, with view corridor
Parking -- 197 public parking spaces to remain on site, 20 or 89 public parking spaces to be replaced off 
site depending on intersection project

Proprietary -- Lease documents approved by BOS Oct 2006
Regulatory -- DCB  approved in concept February 2006; Regional Planning application in preparation

LCP amendment to rezone site from Parking to Hotel
Parking permit to allow some replacment public parking off site.

17 21 -- Holiday Harbor Courts/
Goldrich & Kest Industries

Jona Goldrich/
Sherman Gardner

Phase 1
* 5-story, 29,300 square-foot mixed-use building (health club, yacht club, 
retail, marine office)
* 92-slip marina
* 28 foot-wide waterfront promenade and pedestrian plaza
Phase 2 (Parcel C)
* Westernmost portion of land to revert to County for public parking

Massing -- One 56' tall commercial building with view corridor
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site, including 94 replacement spaces from
OT and Parcel 20 boater parking

Phase 1
Proprietary -- Lease documents approved by BOS July 2008
Regulatory -- DCB conceptual approval obtained August 2005; Regional Planning application (landside) filed September 2006
Phase 2 (Parcel C)
DCB hearing March and April 2006, item continued

LCP Amendment to transfer parking from OT to 21
CDP for landside from Regional Planning
CDP for waterside from Coastal Commission

18 19 -- Administration Building/
Dept. of Beaches and Harbors
(Alternate sites being considered)

N/A * 26,000 square-foot County administration building Massing -- One 56' tall building consisting of 2 floors office space over 3 parking levels
Parking -- All parking required of the project to be located on site

Proprietary -- Lease documents in process with Parcel 20 lessee for parcel reversion
Regulatory -- DCB agenda May 2006 and November 2006; DCB workshop held January 2007

See Item #2 above
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MINUTES 
OF 

MARINA DEL REY 
DESIGN CONTROL BOARD 

*SPECIAL MEETING* 
 

    February 26, 2009 3:00 p.m. 
 

Department of Beaches and Harbors 
Burton Chace Park 

Community Building – 13650 Mindanao Way 
Marina del Rey, CA  90292 

 
Members Present:   Susan Cloke, Chair, First District 

Peter Phinney, A.I.A., Vice-Chair, Fourth District 
     David Abelar, Second District 
     Simon Pastucha, Third District   

  
Members Absent:                Tony Wong, P.E., Fifth District        
     
Department Staff Present:    Santos H. Kreimann, Director 
     Charlotte Miyamoto, Chief, Planning Division 
     Ismael Lopez, Planner     
     
County Staff Present:   Tom Faughnan, Principal Deputy County Counsel 

Michael Tripp, Department of Regional Planning 
 
Guests Testifying:   Jennifer Carter, Espirt I  

Primitivo Castro, Office of State Senator Jenny Oropeza 
     Chuck Colby, The Organic Panificio  
     Art Caballero, DPW County of Los Angeles 
     
1.  Call to Order, Action on absences and Pledge of Allegiance

 Ms. Cloke called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m. and Mr. Phinney led the Pledge of Allegiance  
 

 Ms. Cloke asked for a moment of silence in observance of Ms. Julie Carpenter’s passing 
 

 There was no action taken on the absent member 
 
2.    Approval of Minutes 
       None 
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3.    Design Control Board Reviews 
  
      A. Parcel 12 - Espirt I , DCB  #08-017-B 

Approval of the record of the DCB January 15, 2009 action for conditional approval of new 
directional and apartment building signage 

 
Ms. Carter discussed Esprit’s request to change the wording condition applied to Signs C1 - C4 
during the previous DCB meeting 

 
Public Comments 
None 

 
 Board Comments 

Ms. Cloke (Phinney) moved to approve DCB #0817-B with Sign C (directional parking signs) 
as follows: 

C1 - Resident Parking 1 
C2 - Resident Parking 1 - 2 
C3 - Resident Parking 2 
C4 - Resident Parking 3 - 4 - 5 
C5 - Guest - Boater - Resident Parking 5 

         
     B.  Parcel 145 - Marina International Hotel - DCB #08-018 

Approval of the record of the DCB January 15, 2009 action for conditional approval in concept of 
hotel building renovations 

   
 Public Comments 
 None  
   

Board Comments 
 Mr. Phinney (Abelar) moved to approve DCB #08-018 as submitted     
 {Unanimous consent} 
 
     C. Parcel 129 - LACO Fire Station #110  DCB #09-001 

Approval of the record of DCB January 15, 2009 action for approval of new storage shed 
 

Public Comment 
None 

 
Board Comments 
Mr. Phinney (Pastucha) moved to approve DCB #09-001 as submitted 
{Unanimous consent} 

 
5. Old Business 

None  
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6. New Business 
 
 A.  Parcel 49S - LACO DPW - Used Oil Collection Center DCB #09-002 
       Consideration of new signage and security camera installation 
 

Ms. Miyamoto gave a project overview  
 

 Mr. Caballero discussed the problems of illegal dumping of hazardous waste at the oil collection 
center such as paint 

 
Mr. Abelar asked for clarification on clean vs. dirty oil and if an additional container could be 
used for dirty oil  
 
Mr. Caballero said dirty used oil contained oil mixed with another substance such as antifreeze 
or paint. He added that two containers were on site to collect clean used oil, as mandated by the 
California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) 
 
Ms. Cloke noted the intent of the center was to provide a convenient location for waste 
collection, which allowed the public to recycle products that are harmful to the environment, 
although not necessarily following CIWMB’s guidelines.  She added that the public was trying 
to do the right thing, but instead the County would be treating them as criminals  

 
Mr. Caballero stated the site had been operating since 1995 and added that radioactive waste 
had been disposed of at the site, which is extremely harmful to the environment 
 
Ms. Cloke noted the request had not been thoroughly and properly planned out, adding that 
proper mechanisms for public outreach and education on waste collection should be available, 
rather than monitoring the site to fine individuals 
 
Mr. Caballero said the project’s intent was to protect the public health and safety, adding that 
waste illegally dumped at the site was usually uncovered and unprotected, which may spill into 
the surrounding environment.  He added that a permanent center at the Hyperion plant, three 
miles away, collected waste other than oil 
 
Ms. Cloke stated that the Hyperion location collected paint at certain hours only, adding that she 
had been turned away in the past 
 
Mr. Kreimann noted the Department recommended only five signs as opposed to the eight 
proposed, adding that he understood the request was a bit excessive. He also stated the request 
included public health signs explaining the disposal of used oil and illegal waste 

 
Ms. Cloke said the proposed signage did not communicate proper procedures effectively and 
treated the public as criminals 
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Mr. Kreimann stated some people were dumping illegal waste knowingly, which had to be 
stopped.  He added that he would coordinate with Public Works to seek alternate solutions  

 
Ms. Cloke said a consolidated sign that communicated information in a way that was 
appropriate to the Marina was preferred 

 
Ms. Miyamoto stated the oil collection center was not staffed because only oil was collected, 
adding that if other waste was collected, certified personnel would need to be present.  She 
noted that all other County-wide locations were staffed and opened during certain hours per day, 
whereas the MdR collection center was unmanned and open 24/7  

 
Ms. Cloke said a different approach would have to be pursued, with graphically smart and 
attractive signs, which efficiently communicated to the public the proper method for waste 
collection at MdR. She noted this was an opportunity for the County to receive credit for a 
project that could be positive and educational for all 

 
Mr. Faughnan stated that if the County was going to have a recycling facility, then it needed to 
be permanent, adding that the un-manned recycling facility was not meant to allow the public to 
drop any hazardous waste they desired 

 
Mr. Kreimann asked if the Board preferred a single sign which relayed the proper safety 
information and process to the public 

 
Ms. Cloke said it should be a design that was consistent with Marina standards and one that the 
County could get credit for by helping the community 

 
Mr. Pastucha commented on the signage font, noting that most signs contained the same font 
size, thereby losing the public with excessive wording.  He also noted he appreciated the main 
identification sign and cameras, which made the center a safer site.  He added that surveillance 
notices could be removed, and possibly modifying other signs to include oil deposit instructions 
on the containers  

 
Mr. Phinney noted the center itself needed improvement, which also discouraged the public to 
follow regulations related to waste dumping.  He added that should the center be more attractive 
and properly maintained, the public would likely act more responsively.  He also mentioned that 
the project should be re-examined to provide a friendlier and cleaner design, suggesting 
collection of all chemicals before they piled up 
 
Mr. Kreimann asked if the Board would approve the security cameras at this time 
 
Ms. Cloke noted the Board would not piece-meal the project, adding that a banner could be 
considered for the following month if desired and, that the County should think of a different 
way to communicate with the public 
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Public Comments 
Mr. Colby noted that simply installing the camera housing may prevent the public from 
dumping illegal waste 

 
Board Comments 
Mr. Phinney (Abelar) moved to continue this matter up to 90 days 
{Unanimous consent} 

   
 B.   Parcel 33 - The Organic Panificio - DCB #09-003 
 Consideration of signage and patio modifications 
 
       Ms. Miyamoto gave the project overview 
 

Mr. Colby discussed the tree removal, patio and signage modifications 
 

Public Comments
 None 
 
       Board Comments 

Mr. Abelar asked if replacing the Mexican palm trees with a different species would make a      
difference and if staff preferred that they be replaced on site  

 
Ms. Miyamoto stated that staff was open to suggestions from the Applicant and that the Board 
could consider the location of the trees 

 
Ms. Cloke asked if there were other projects in MdR in need of palm trees for relocation 
purposes 
 
Ms. Miyamoto noted the Jamaica Bay Inn and Trizec Towers might be in need of trees 
 
Mr. Pastucha asked if the trees would have to be cut 

 
Mr. Colby said that a section of the deck would have to be removed because the trees were too 
tall, adding that he would gladly donate them 
 
Mr. Pastucha recommended talking to a tree nursery about donating the trees and asked for the 
Department’s policy on biological monitoring of nesting sites, noting the City of LA had been 
going through similar issues 

 
Mr. Kreimann stated that a condition of approval would have to be imposed requiring 
monitoring to avoid nesting and roosting impacts, adding that the tree trimming policy would 
have to be abided by  

  
Ms. Cloke asked if the replacement of the trees could be included in the redevelopment project 
for Parcel 33/NR 
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Mr. Faughnan said it would be appropriate to request the addition of three trees to the landscape 
plans of the redevelopment project.  He also noted there were no policies requiring lessees to 
replace trees at a different site 

 
Public Comments 
None 

 
Board Comment 
Ms. Cloke (Abelar) moved to approve DCB-09-003 with the following conditions:   
{Unanimous consent}   
 
1.  Applicant to provide appropriate biological monitoring information as directed by staff 
in order to ensure that the birds are protected. 
 
2.  That the County and the applicant work together to make every possible effort to find a 
suitable location for the trees, first in the Marina, and then if that is not possible outside of 
the Marina.  If after the County and the applicant have done their due diligence and no 
other location is available, the trees may be removed  
 
3.  The master lessee shall be responsible for replacing the trees in the Marina.  

 
7.    Staff Reports 

 
Ms. Miyamoto provided a summary of the Staff Reports  
 
Ms. Miyamoto asked if there were any questions about the February 17, 2009 Board of Supervisors 
approval of the Amendment to the LCP that clarified the roles and responsibilities of the DCB 
 
Mr. Abelar asked for a hard copy of the Board of Supervisors action which will be mailed to all 
members 
 
Mr. Faughnan advised that the changes to the DCB will be in effect by the time of the March DCB 
meeting 
 
Mr. Tripp offered to prepare a summary of the changes to the DCB’s roles and responsibilities  
 
Ms. Cloke thanked Mr. Tripp 
 
Mr. Phinney asked about impacts of the DCB changes to the progress of the Marina del Rey Design 
Guidelines 
 
Mr. Kreimann replied that the Guidelines would be moving forward and we would like to work with 
a DCB sub-committee to go over the mole road trees before finalizing the Guidelines 
 

 



Marina del Rey Design Control Board 
February 26, 2009 
Page 7 
 

Ms. Cloke requested the sustainable plant and tree lists from the Coastal Commission, Playa Vista, 
and the County’s Green Building Program 
 
Ms. Cloke Mr. Tripp to contact Marcia Hanscom who had contacted her about the working groups 
 
Public Comments 
Primitivo Castro of State Senator Jenny Oropeza’s office introduced himself to the Board 
 
Ms. Cloke and Mr. Kreimann welcomed him to the meeting 
 
Adjournment 
Ms. Cloke adjourned the meeting at 5:06 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
     Teresa Young 
     Secretary for the Design Control Board 
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              March 26, 2009 6:30 p.m. 

 
Department of Beaches and Harbors 

Burton Chace Park 
Community Building – 13650 Mindanao Way 

Marina del Rey, CA  90292 
 

Members Present:  Susan Cloke, Chair, First District 
Peter Phinney, A.I.A., Vice-Chair, Fourth District 

    Simon Pastucha, Third District 
 Tony Wong, P.E., Fifth District  
  

Members Absent:     David Abelar, Second District   
      
Department Staff Present:   Santos Kreimann, Director 
    Charlotte Miyamoto, Chief, Planning Division 
    Ismael Lopez, Planner 
    Teresa Young, Secretary 
     
County Staff Present:  Tom Faughnan, Principal Deputy County Counsel 

Michael Tripp, Department of Regional Planning 
 
Guests Testifying:  Greg Jacquez, Department of Public Works 
    Denise Fast, Re/Morguee Partners 
    Diana Roberts, MdR Resident 
    Stephen Freedman, MdR Resident 
    Tim Riley, Marina del Rey Lessees Association   
    Beverly Moore, MdR Convention & Visitors Bureau 
 
1.  Call to Order, Action on absences and Pledge of Allegiance
     Ms. Cloke called the meeting to order at 6:47 p.m. and Mr. Wong led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mr. Wong (Phinney) moved to excuse Mr. Abelar from the meeting 
{Unanimous consent} 
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 2.  Approval of the DCB minutes 

Ms. Cloke (Phinney) moved to continue the February 26 minutes and approve the January 
15, 2009 minutes with the following change: 
 
Page 2 now reads:    
“Ms. Cloke said the Guidelines still have language inconsistencies and asked that these be 
corrected.  She also asked that the Guidelines include a complete street and identity index 
and that pump-out stations be called out” 

 
3. Design Control Board Reviews 
 
 A.  Parcel 33 - The Organic Panificio - DCB #09-003 

Approval of the record of the February 26, 2009 action for conditional approval of signage and 
patio modifications 

 
Mr. Phinney (Wong) moved to approve DCB #09-003 as submitted 

           {Unanimous consent} 
 
4. Consent Agenda 
 None 
 
5. Old Business 
  
 A.  Parcel P - Oxford Retention Basin Flood Protection Multiuse Enhancement Project  
 Mr. Jacquez gave a thorough presentation of the project 
  
 Ms. Cloke asked if there were two storm drains flowing into the basin 
 

Mr. Jacquez noted that two storm drains flow into the basin which store storm water that is 
discharged during low tides  

  
 Mr. Wong asked if an Environmental Impact Report will be required 
  
 Mr. Jacquez said an EIR was anticipated for the project 

 
Public Comments 
Ms. Fast stated her support and adding it would be a great beautification project 
 
Ms. Roberts noted the lack of maintenance and deterioration 
 
Mr. Freedman noted the poor maintenance and added that approvals from multiple regulating 
departments slow things down 
     
Mr. Riley noted his support for this and other projects with more recreational opportunities 
around the Marina 
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Ms. Moore stated her support for the project and wanted improved pedestrian links with 
surrounding communities.  She also suggested the presentation be available online 

  
Mr. Kreimann commended the members of the public for their comments and noted that as the 
new Director he would work closely with Public Works’ new Director to speed the project 
process 
 
Board Comments 
Mr. Wong noted his appreciation for public input and asked that Public Works do its due 
diligence in maintaining the basin in the interim 
 
Mr. Pastucha asked if Public Works had been in communication with the City of LA and what 
steps for sediment control had been implemented on their behalf.  He also suggested having 
pedestrian connection points between the Marina and City of LA’s jurisdiction 
 
Mr. Jacquez replied that contact with the City was currently underway and that efforts to 
control debris and sediment had been done by focusing on water quality regulations and toxic 
pollutants.  He added that this project was currently in its conceptual form and that pedestrian 
connection points will be pursued along Admiralty Way and Washington Boulevard 

 
Mr. Wong suggested Public Works coordinate with the Admiralty Way widening project 
 
Mr. Kreimann stated the Department along with Public Works had been working together and 
determined there was no real problem with traffic flow between Admiralty Way and Via 
Marina, adding that they were still working out a design to improve circulation within the 
Marina at the intersections while coordinating pedestrian connection points 
 
Mr. Phinney commented on design quality and suggested Public Works work to improve not 
only engineering issues, but biology habitat and pedestrian connections as an enhanced park 
which would greatly benefit the community.  He also suggested water features as part of a 
visual attraction for the park and professionally enhanced and artistic interpretative signage to 
inform the public of what exists on site 
 
Ms. Cloke (Wong) moved for the following to take effect: 
{Unanimous consent} 
 
1. That the Board commend the Department of Public Works and recommend that 

environmental groups and other community societies be included during the 
stakeholder group meetings, 

2. That public outreach within the Marina be pursued in conjunction with the           
Department of Beaches and Harbors, 

3.  That DPW work with all adjacent jurisdictions on up stream BMPs, such as trash        
collection over catch basins, 

4.  That DPW pursue the possibility of an urban park at the site  
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 Mr. Kreimann suggested creating a letter to DPW to accommodate her suggestions  

 
Ms. Miyamoto noted an earlier version of the presentation has been online and will be replaced 
with this new version 
 
Ms. Cloke agreed with Mr. Kreimann.  She also suggested that temporary signs be available on 
site to inform the public of the basin work with contact information 
 
Ms. Cloke stated that the April 23, 2009 DCB meeting would be her last as a member of the 
Board 
 

6.  New Business 
     None  

 
7.  Staff Reports 

Ms. Miyamoto provided a summary of the Staff Reports, which included a Board of Supervisors 
resolution for an application to the Department of Boating and Waterways for a $4.6 million grant 
to improve the public launch ramp 
 
Mr. Kreimann commented that on March 23, 2009 the Board of Supervisors approved a lease 
amendment for the Esprit II which provided additional time to commence and complete 
construction 
 
Ms. Miyamoto reported that the Department was seeking approval for an addendum to the way 
finding signage program previously approved by the Board, which consisted of mole road identity 
and curb signage 
 
Ms. Cloke suggested the request return the following month as a business item in order for the 
Board to take action on the project  

   
Public Comments 
None 

 
Adjournment 
Ms. Cloke (Phinney) moved to adjourn the Design Control Board meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
{Unanimous consent} 
 
 

     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
     Teresa Young 
     Secretary for the Design Control Board 
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